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Enquiry after Happineſs: 


SECT. IL . 


Of the ſeveral Parts of Perfettion*, Uu- 
mination, Liberty, arid Zeal. _ 


* LLUMINATION is the Perfection of the 
Underſtanding, Liberty of the Will, 
and Zeal of the Affections. I am now 

N to treat of theſe, three Things, as fo 
| many eſſential Parts of religious Perfec- 
tion. To. theſe three I add Humility : For this 
- muſt begin and leat religious Perfection; it 
muſt accompany the Chriſtian in every Stage of his 
ſpiritual Progreſs; it muſt crown all his Actions, 

| and add Beauty and Excellence, Grace and Luffre 


_ o all his other Virtues. ws | | 
n A — 


th I doubt whether this Diviſion be throughly agreeable, either 
e bee 
. 4 wh 7 es 7 A3 | N > 1 CHAP. 
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ere 
Of Illumination. 1. The diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rafters of illuminating Truths. 2. The Na- 


. tare 2 A .. 


1 Jeſcribes the State offfilumina- 
tion ve inly to us, calling it ſometimes 
oy inly ng 
landing Next, it acquaints us with the Deſign 
and End of it; namely, m canvert us 2 
Power of Satan to the Service * living —.— 
ſanctiſy us, to ena us fo "ghprove 
e und e Wall F Gos, and in 
one Word, to nale u.  unito- b Nays 
it proceeds further, and points out to us particularly 
the Truths, in the Knowledge of which Illumina- 
*tion cenfiſts. Thus we Old Peftameit rechons 
Wiſdom to be, ſometimes eK noedge of Gov, 
LJomerimes the Knowledge of hie D: ind alkthe 
criptions in the Odd Teſtatnent way be um d 
up iuto that one, N Uxvit. 28. Babel the Fear 
. uf the Lon, N und to dart m- 
* is Haut ſiandiag Teſt ment tells us, 
8 us is Life men, to tnou/ Fhre the 


Jeſu Chick when Thou of — ift 
. Ir he Wy, the Tran, nd. Ee. Thav anus 
dre hid all the Treaſures dum ined Kaouiledge : 
That erve og * pay in — 


E OD, Which Will 2s our ons. 
Poul umdefſtand, by 'Wiltora, las ſome- 


. dr) the pegrning ra © of te Oh Te 


beseing thoſe 


after Hare Iss. 


tament, and ene 
Redemption, carried on through en the A te 


World, and through. a. wiſe —— — 
tions, this alters not the Notion 

Far this does not point out tous new or wif. 
rent Truths; but only regards one peculiar Way 
of x and IG che 1 Te 


To See we . eafily 2 ties —* of 
Knowledge Gor recommends to us 
above . 755 — me which = Paul 
puts up or the 
former he thus : That the" 2857 our LoD 


Jeſus Chri 8 unto 
the. Spirit of in rl ile ores — 


3 NO 

— x N 2 55 now 2 is the H 

Calling, and ulbat the Riches of the"Qlory 52 
Leritance in the Saints, and what js the "exceetling 
(Greatze/s of bis Pawer 7 2 50 HG ac- 
«cording. to the woe ty Pawer, obich 
He wrought 4 Ctnitt, 3 1 Ae rem ne 
Dead, A be Hs at Bi own N 3 be 
 beaventy Places, &c. Eph. i. 17, Por 


'the latter thus: That ye 2 Fon . the 
Kancledge of bis LEN in ver anid rt 
Luder might walk worthy & the 


Lon5 unto all þh rg N fevitfal in every good 
Hark, un es ng in woof AYE. 7 Gon, 


Cold. 10. | 


Ir from tee and — ave orgs a 
gent ral Idea of Illumination, it will be this: Mu- 
mination is a State of Knowledge, relinqufſhing 
thoſe. Errors, which perwert our Affections, vnd 
undermine the Authority of Reaſon ; and in em- 

Frths, hich” W 
ore 
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Ster and eſtabliſh the other. T proce tas full 
-Diſcovery of it. 


ILLumIxAT1ON then. being a State of Know- bi 
- ledge, and the Object of this Knowledge being 
Truth, in order to form a juſt Notion of Illumina- 

tion, it will be neceſſary to enquire into Wr 


Finsr, What Kind of Truths : And, 


| SxconDLY What Kind of Knowle + of theſe 
Truths, conflitutes dllumination. 1 . 


_ F Inst, Of the Truths which illuminate We 
have many noble Characters in the Old Teſtament 
. and the ew, which diſtinguiſh theſe from "Truths 
_ of an inferior Nature; All which are, I think, 
- comprized by Solomon in few Words, Prov. xxiv. 
13, 14+ Ms Son, eat thou Honey, becauſe it it 
. good; and the Hency- comb, which i et to thy 
Taſte; fo ſpall the Knowledge of Wiſdom be unto thy 
Saul, when thou haſt found it ; then there ſhall be 
2 Reward, and thy Expettation ſhall not be cut off 
. Solomon here, as is uſual with inſpired Writers, 
compares ſpiritual with corporeal Things, or illuſ- 
. trates the one by the other, He tells us, that what 
Honey is to the Body, that Wiſdom is to the Soul: 
- Andrecommendingthe former from two Properties, 
its miniſtring to Health and Pleaſure ; he recom- 
mends the — from Advantages, which bear in- 
deed ſome Reſemblance, but are as much ſuperior 
to theſe, as the Soul is to the Body. Ay Son, cat 
. thou Honey, becauſe it is good; i. e. becauſe it both 
_ cleanſes and purges all noxious Humours, and nou- 
- riſhes and ſtrengthens the Body: And the Honey- 
2 5220 it is 7 to the Ca which is 
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e Harbipss. 29 
„ he adds, & 


| 


ler Hall the Knowhdge 

un be to thy Soul, when thous haſt ſnd i 

re hail r — 
5 pole Soul. But this is not all: 


extended no further — 
Toney and ade yo yet he does noe think fit for 
tharReafon to omit one of the greateſt Bxoollencies 
of Wiſdom: And therefore he adds, Thor ate 


Hall be a Reward, am thy Peyellation: fel aes be 


cut M Wiſdom does not only perſect 
tain ur Mints; dut alſo 7 fo thoſe Rewards, 
ue. "deve 


for the Enjoyment of which 
then we have. from Seſompn the true Properties of 
of af the Giferent — NN 
Precious the vite, und Axi ; 
EA of r Diary ho any De 
Teraths, whoſe Knowledge does got projets, but 
obſtruct thefe ſe pat Doan theſe we aw to 


| to thun and Ir there be un Knowledge, what 
5 does neither oppoſe, nor yet comeibats/ os theſe 
Ends, unleſs very remotely; for this we may ave 
J. Due dar no very yreat Re But oo 
4 Knowledge that be, ' which '|s attended by 
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Fruits, hs is that which n are e e ries 

e this is that which, when we 
* we are to yalue aboye' — ry 
The Tg —— 1 


Floor names, | 
| [S 42 121 n 

I. Tut purity 1 . eite 
2 1 1a 

2. Turr unn ed mene i d, * 
. Tur defight us. ont EST: dea 


| my ” 
* Try teste e eres t: 
1. Tur 
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1. Tunr purify u. This is a Property which 
the Royal Plalmiſt fr yy attributes to the Word 
of Gop. And the New Teſtament frequently af- 


cribes: to. Faith. and, Hope, char they purify, the 


Heart. And this ſare'is-the firſt Thing neorllary 


Soul, as with the Body; it muſt be .firſt cleanſed 
wc we pi Humours, before it can be fed and 
of its Errors and Vices, ere it 
can —— enri with Divine Virtues, and attain 
that Liberty and Strength, wherein 200. * A 


Excellence of the Mind of Ks. 


* (Tus fiſt Step tbe the perfection of wha 
is the relinquiſhing; Vice; for we muff ceaſe to 
- Evil, ere we can learn to do Good : And the 
Step towards the Perfection of Wiſdom, is the 
diſpelling thoſe Ecrors which deceive the Mind, 
and pervert the Liſe. What theſe, were in the Jew 
2 and what they are at this Day in us, 
33 a Ee The Mind of Man, 28 
prone to religious 
7 Nor on 


on] tion of the. wonderful 
- Mechaniſm nl th the World, and of Events, ſtrange, 
ſudden, and unaccountable; but alſo the Conſcience 
of his own. inclining him to the Belief, 
and prompting him to ſeek the Patronage of an in- 
2 —— Power. In the next Thos Ye 
ind n is ever prone to propoſe to him 
ome great, ſome ſovereign Good; in which he 
— acquieſce, and by which he may ſecure himſelf 
againſt the Indigence and Poyerty of his Nature, 
and the Changes, Revolutions, and praying to 


which this mortal State is expoſed. = 


Tus are two Things of that nce, that 
no Man can err in them, but the Error muſt prove 


fatal to his Repolc. He that ſets up to himſ 44 


= N 
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to the perfecting the Soul of Man. It is with the o 
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after HAPPINESS. 11 

his ultimate End, an empty and uncertain Good, 
inſtead of a ſolid and eternal one, muſt needs be as 
miſerably deluded and diſappointed, as he muſt, 
who ſets up to himſelf a falſe Gop inſtead of the 
true; or goes about to recommend himſelf. to the 


i true, by a'falſe and ſuperſtitious! Worſhip. Now 


in theſe Points the Few and Gentile were miſerably, 
though not equally miſtaken. The Gentile. wor- 
ſhipped Devils, inſtead of God z their Myſteries 
were either ſenſual or cruel; their Religion did oft · 
ner encourage Sin than Virtue: And as to their ſo- 
vereign Good, their Hearts were ſet upon this 
World, upon the Pomp and Pleafure, upon the 
Eaſe and Honour of it; and they had either none, 
or very dark and uncertain Proſpects beyond the 
Grave: All beyond it was an unknown Regi 
full of Fables and idle Phantoms. The Fews, tho 
they enjoy'd the Oracles of Gop,: generally 
preſerved the Worſhip of one true and living Gon, 
1 from very deplorable Errors re- 
ing to theſe Points: They ſeemed to have turned 
the true Gop into an Idol, and to have entertained 
ſome Notions of Him very repugnant to his Na- 
ture: They looked upon Him as the Gop "of the 
Jews, not of the Gentiles; as a Reſpetter of Per- 


ſons; as fond and partial to their Nation; and as 


delighted with a Religion, made up of numerous 
Rites and Ceremonies, and external Obſervances. 
And this could not but have a very fad Influence 
upon their Religion; the Holineſs which is 
acceptable to Gop being neglected, and Sadduciſm 
or Phariſaiſm, i. e. Senfuality or dead Form, in- 
troduced in the Room of it. And as to their ulti- 
mate End or ſu Good, the Sadducees denied 
the Reſurrection, and Spirits; and there- 
fore it is not to be ſhould entertain 
any above the Pleaſure of the Body. And 
though the Phariſees acknowledged Angels K 
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of the Jews, had this Agazavation.in 
it above that of the -Gpntiles, that 1 the 
Oracle mm | 
_— 


des being the State-of Darkneb, which 
apen the Fade of he Few and Gentile War 
wir Lon, Who was to be a Ligbt to lighten, the 
Gentiles, and the Glory eee 
wm yer we orid that Doctrine, which 
diroctiy tends to diſpel theſe Errors, and reſcue 


Mankind from the Miſery that attends them. For 
all that the Goſpel contains . a 
three Heads: 

Fiſt, Fur 3 in Gaorwia 
urs 


de Wordhip He:delights iu, Which is ty + way 
with ſuitable Means and Motives; 


zone, 
in which laſt is contained a full Dechaaatian ei 
i u 168 


r 
Do — «the dan Chriſt | Jelus ; throwg) 
when we have Acceſs with Boldne/s t0the. Tbrone 
Erurr; through whomiwe have obtained from aba N- 


wr, 81 Den 
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whom, iy, all aur Oblations and Performances 
are acceptable to Him. 


Tus Deſign of this glorious Manifeſtation was 
to er Mens Eyes, to turn them from Darkneſs to 
= Light, and from the Power of Satan to the living 
Gop ; that they might obtain Remiſſion of Sins, and 
an Inheritance of Glory, Theſe then are the Truths 
which illuminated the Gentile and Jewiſh World: 
And theſe are the Truths which muſt illuminate 
us at this Day. Theſe diſpel all Errors that lead 
us to Vice or Miſery : Theſe point out our ſupreme 
Felicity, and the direct Way to it: Theſe open 
and en the Eye of the Soul, enable it to diſtin- 
guiſh judge with an unerring Exactneſs be- 
tween Good and Evil, between ſubſtantial and ſu- 
perficial, temporal and eternal Good. And I wiſh 
from my Soul, whatever Light we pretend to at 
this Day, we were well-grounded in theſe Truths. 


I dovBT notwithſtanding our Belief of one Gop 
and one Mediator, and notwithſtanding we ate 
aſſured that God who is a Spirit, muſt be worſhipped 
in Sjirit and in Truth; and notwithſtanding our 
pretending to believe a Life to come; I ſay, I doubt 
that notwithſtanding theſe Things, we generally 
err in two main Points; namely, in the Notion we 
ought to have of Religion, and the Value we are 
to ſet upon the World and the Body. For who 
that reflects upon the Pomp and Pride of Life, upon 
the Eaſe, the Soſtneſs and the Luxury of it, upon 
the Frothineſs, the Vanity and Impertinence, to 
= ſay no worſe, of Converſation, will not conclude, 
that either we have renounced our Religion, or 
formed to ourſelves too complaiſant a Notion of it? 
For is this the Imitation of Fees? Is this to walk 
= as He walked in the World? Can this be the De- 

portment of Men to whom the Wotld and the 
Vor. XLI. B Body 
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Body are crucified ? Can ſuch a Life as this is low 
from thoſe Divine Fountains, Faith, Hope, and 
Love? Who again can reflect upon the Paſſion we 
diſcover for Superiority and Precedence, our Thirſt 
of Power, our Deſire of Wealth, and not conclude, 
that we have miſtaken our End, that we ſet a 
wrong Value upon Things; and that whatever we 
talk of Eternity, we look upon this preſent World 
as our moſt valuable. Good? For can ſuch a tender 
Concern for, ſuch an eager Purſuit after temporal 
Things, flow from, nay conſiſt with, Purity of 
Heart, Poverty of Spirit, and the Love of GoD-? il 


Whoever will be perfect, muſt carefully avoid both 
theſe Errors: He muſt never think that Religion can 
ſubſiſt without the Strength and Vigour of our Af 
fections; or that the Bent and Vigour of our Soul: 

can be pointed towards Gop, and yet our Deport- 
ment and Converſation be earthly, ſenſual, and 
vain, conformed even to the Pagan Pride, and Shew 
of Life. Next, he muſt never cheriſh in himſcl! 
the Love of this World : He muſt never look upon 
himſelf other than a Stranger and Pilgrim in it : He 
. muſt never be fond of the Pleaſure of it: He mu 
never form vain Deſigns and Projects about it; nor 
look upon the beſt Things in it, as Ingredients of 
. our Happineſs, but only as Inſtruments of Virtue, 
or ſhort Repaſts in our Journey. And becauſe al 
our Miſtakes about the Nature and PerfeQion of 
Religion, and the Value of temporal Things, ge- 
nerally ariſe from that peculiar Sin to which our 
Conſtitution betrays. us; therefore the Knowledge 
of ourſelves, an intimate Acquaintance with al 
our natural Propenſions, is no inconſiderable Part 
of Illumination. For we ſhall never addreſs our: 
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_ ſelves heartily to the Cure of a Diſeaſe which weſ 
know nothing of, or to the rectifying any Inclina- 
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tion, till we are thoroughly convinced that it is ir- 
3 I egular and dangerous, 


2. Tus ſecond Character of illuminating Truths, 
is, that they are ſuch as feed and nouriſh, ſtrengthen 
and improve the Mind of Man. Bodily Stren 
enables us to baffle and repel Injuries, to bear T oil 
and Travel, to perform difficult Works with Speed 
and Eaſe; and finally, it prolongs Life to a further 
Date, than weak and crazy Conſtitutions can arrive 
at, And of all theſe we * ſome Reſemblances in 
ſpiritual Strength; but as much more perfect and 
excellent, as the Spirit is above the Body. 


Tos Truths then are illuminating, which 
enable us to vanquiſh Temptations, to endure with 
Conſtancy the Toils and Hardſhips of our Chriſtian 
Warfare, to diſcharge the Duties of our Station 
with Zeal and Vigour; and which, /a/tly, render 
us firm, ſteady, and immortal. And theſe are the 
glorious Effects which are attributed to the Truths 
of Gor. Hence it is, that the Word of Gop is 
ſaid to quicken and ſtrengthen, that Man is faid to 
live, not by Bread only, but by Wierd that pre- 
ceedeth out of the Mouth of Gop: To teach us, that 
there is nothing ſteady and unalterable, nothing 
durable, nothing eternal, but Gop, Divine Truths, 
and thoſe that are formed and moulded by them. 


THERE are Truths which are merely barren and 
inactive, which amuſe the Mind, but never benefit 
it: But there are others which are, in the Language 
of Solomon, like Health to the Navel, and Marrow 
to the Bones: Wiſdom and Virtue, Life and Ho- 
nour, the Favour of Gop and Man, attend them 
wherever they dwell. And theſe are the Truths 
which illuminate: Truths that are active and fruit- 
ful; that make us wiſe * good, perfect and hap- 
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Py: Such as have a ſtrong Influence upon us; ſuch 
as give a new Day to the Underſtanding, and new 
Strength and Liberty to the Will; ſuch as raiſe and 
exalt our Affections, and render the whole Man 
more rational, more ſtzady, more conſtant, more 
uniform. Theſe are the Truths which make Men 
great and modeſt in Proſperity, erect and courage- 
ous in Adverſity; always content with this World, 
1 yet alway full of the Hopes of a better; ſerene, 
| | calm, and well aſſured in the preſent State of their 
Souls, and yet thirfting after the Conſummation of 
Righteouſneſs in the World to come. 


lf Now the Truths that effect this, are all reduci- 

ij ble to t: oſe which I have mentioned under the for- 

f mer Head: For in thoſe we find all that is neceſfary 
9 to raiſe and ſupport trus Magnanimky, to enlarge 
1 and free the Mind, and to add Strength and Cou- 
1 rage to it. For what can more pr Sy 
| all this, than Immortality and Glory? What can” 
1 be a ſuter Foundation for the Hope of both to reft 
on, than the Favour of Gop Himſelf? And what 
can more effeQtually. reconcile and ingratiate us. 
with Go, than the Mediation of his dearly be- 
loved Son ? | | | 


3. Tas third Character of illominating Truths, . 
ie, that they are pleaſant and agreeable to the Soul. 
Hence it is, that the Royal Pſalmiſt pronounces the 
Word of Gor fweeter than the Hotiey avid th# Honey - 
comb; that he aſcribes to it Delight and Joy: For 
he tells us, that it rejorces the Heart, that it enlightens 

' the Eyes. And. accordingly we find the true Ser- 
vants of Gob, not only continually blefling and 
— Gon in the Temple, but magnifying Him 

Palms and Hymns in their Priſons, and rejoicing 

jn the Midſt of Tribulation. But when I reckon” 
Pleaſure and Delight amongſt the Fruits of Ilumi- 

| nation, 


after HAPPINEss. 17 


nation, 1 muſt add, that there is a vaſt Difference 
between the Fits and Flaſhes of Mirth, and the 
Serenity of a fixed and habitual Delight. And when 
I fay, i ee conſiſts in the Knowledge of 


leaſant and agreeable Truths, I mean it of rational 
Pleaſure, an abityal Tranquility of Mind: And 
then the Matter is beyond Queſtion. | 


WHATEVER Truths contribute to promote this, 
the Study and Contemplation of them, muſt be our 
true Wiſdom. Joy, when it is ſolid and rational, 
does enlarge and exalt the Mind of Man; it renders 
us more thankful to Gop, more kind . courteous 
to Man. It is an excellent Preparation to invite 
more plentiful Influxes of the Spirit of Gop. Hence 
did Elijab call for a muſical Inſtrument when: he 
deſired" to propheſy : And we find the Company of 
Prophets rejoicing with Hymns, Muſick, and 
Dances; all outward Teſtimonies of the inward 
Tranſports and Raviſhments of their Minds. And 
as I am perſuaded that that which diſtinguiſhes a 
godly Sorrow from a worldly one, Repentance and 

ntrition, from the Agonies of Deſpair, is-the 
Peace and Tranquility which attend it; ſo am 1 

uaded, that Bon does preſs and invite us to 
ourning and Sorrow for Sin, for this Reaſon, 


not ercludin "g others, becauſe it leads to Peace and 


oy: A ſoft and tender Sorrow diſſipating the 


Fears and Diſtreſſes of Guilt, as mild and fruitful 


wat lay Storms. In a. Word, there is no ſuch 
Pore ntidote againſt Sin, nor Spur” to holy 

nib ru as holy Pleaſure, pious Joy, or ſpiritual 
Peace-and Tranquility. en then of ſuch 
Truths, is true idom. 


4 Tux laſt Property of thoſe Truths in the 


Knowledge of which Illumination conſifts, is, that 


mT lead-us to an eternal Reward. 
B 3 No 
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No Knowledge of Arts or Sciences can 
to ati eternal 13 
ttanſient Intereſt, is all that 
can beſtow ; and vety 
and Profit, it r 5 5 tee il Diſciples with Pain and 
Trouble. The Goſpel only contains thoſe Truth 
which confer Life = 4 Lt 
believe and o 
that teaches us how we are to gain the 
Favour of Gop; and it is Gop alone who rules 
and goveris the viſible and inviſible World. He 


is Sort of Knowledge 


therefore alone is to be feared, and He alone is to 
be loved. Fear not thith (faith out Saviour, Matt. 
x. 28.) whith hill the Body, but are not able 0 till 


the Foul; but rather fear tho is able to deſtroy 
beth 80 and Body 77 Hill. Fr St. 4 
ſame Precept concerning the World : Love not the 
IVarld, nor the Things of the World ; and backs _ 
by the ſame Wh 
and the Luft thereof : 


beſt but gratify for a Moment the Appetites of the 
Body, or the es of à ſenſitive Fanty; there- 
1 fore it not; but love the Father, Who after 
the Diſſolution of the vital 


Tuve 1 yt eotifidettl' the e of m. 


Nas Truths. And the whole of what I have 


amounts to theſe Two Things. 
1. Titans ate Truths of 


'vety different Kinds: 


Truths that are of no Uſt; ſuch ate thoſe which - 


fg either r or merely notional, and have no 
Influence on Life: Truths 115 are of ill Uſe; ſuch 


are thoſe of which conſiſts the Arts of Senſuality, 
are to- 
be 


Avarice, Vanity, and Audition; Tyeſe 


hort Pleaſure, and 4 
pong inſtead of Pleaſure 


ortality on thoſe tha 
them. It is — Goſp | alone 
ve and- 


John gives the 


or the Wwla 7 
ut” he that dat Will if 
Gop abideth for euer: That is, the World can at. 


Union betwixt Soul and 
wal Rü is —3 to confer Life and OP on both 
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deteſted, the forther to be daukrawen be n 
10 ſeek alter true Wiſdom. Again, chere 95 
Truths of an inferior Uſe; ſuch as coticerfi our 
Fortunes, our Relations, our Bodies; and theſe- 
may be allowed their proper Place, and a reafona- 
ble Value. Butthe Truths nich e concern the Peace 
and Nleafure, Strength and Liberty of our Souls ;. 
which lead us to the Favour of Gop,.and the Gtace 
of his Spirit; the Truths, in a Word, which ſe- 
cure our temporal and eternal Hippinehs ; theſe are 
Illuminating Truths, theſe have a tränſeendent 
Worth, and ineſtimable Uſefulneſs, and coniſe- 
quently can fever be too deaf to us. 


2. Steck He of great Characters of knut 
Truths exactly fit the Goſpel of Jeſus, it is plain, 
that this is tht Syſtem 6 Leal which we 
are to ſtudy Day and Night; this is divine Philo- 
ſophy, bol inciples and Laws we muſt inceſ- 
fantly revolve. How wifely then did St. Paul re- 
ſolve, to nothing But nis r JESUS and 
Him Cyutcified ? Fer He is the Way, tht Truth, arid 
the Life; and in Him ate Bid all We TOY 7 | 

Mun and Knitoledge. 


Boy after all, e l 2 Ferm at Obe, 


ſo there is a 72 of Knowled the 
a of it. e Knowledge, of alert 
in different Perſons, may be very 1 2 — th 


ing with a different Reciptioh.. In ſome they muy 
only float ſuperficially, in others they 147 frm 
trate deeper: And the Degrees of their Infuence 
will be certainly proportioned to the different Mag- 
ner of their Reception, For this Reaſon it will 
be necellary to the right. - of a State 


of PS to diſco 1 * 


en 


2 Or 
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'2. Or the, Nature of the Knowledge we muſt have 
of the former Truths ; to ſhew, what Kind of A.-. 
. lent we muſt pay them, and what Kind of Conſi- . 

deration we muſt employ about them. As I have 

therefore laid down the Properties of thoſe Truths, 
ſo will I now lay down the Properties of that WW 
Ng of them, which is eſſential to Illumi- . 
] 


| I. POM beser muſt be deeply 
rooted. This our Saviour has t us in that 
Parable, wherein He has obſerved 7-4 us, that the 
Seed which had not Depth of Earth, as'it ſoon 
ſprang up, ſo it ſoon withered and dried away, 
We often know {or pretend to do ſo) the Rudi- 
ments of our NES, without the Grounds and 
Foundation of it. embrace Concluſions, with- 
out examining the Principles from whence they flow; 
and contrary to the Advice of the Apoſtle, we arc 
unable 255 a Reaſon to any that aſketh us of the 
* 1 is in us. And then oun 

ledge, but. Opinion; it is 
25 "Faith, bu wk Credulity: is not a firm Perſua- 


fion, but an eaſy cuſtomary Aﬀent. And this is o- 
verthrown by Temptation ; defaced by ey 


Suggation or prophane Objection. . _ 


2. Tuts Knowledge muſt not be obſcure and 
confuſed, but diſtin and clear. Where the -. 
mages of Things are flight, -faint, and vaniſhing, 
they move Men but weakly, and affect them but 
coldly; eſpecially in ſuch. Matters as are not ſub- 
ject to our Series.” And this I perſuade myſelf 
is one chief Reaſon why thoſe glorious and won- 
derful Ob jets, a] a Judgement to come, Heaven, and 
Hell, ſtrike us fo feeb Ys and operate ſo little. We 
have 2 no lively, and clear Conception of 


them: It being otherwiſe impoſſible, that * 
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in their own Nature dreadful'and amazing, ſhould 
„ excite in us no Fear; or that "Things in their 
Jon Nature infinitely amiable, ſhould enkindle in 
os no Paſſion, no Deſire. 

e | ' 
85 3. Tmrs Knowledge muß not lie in the Und" 
it Wſtanding, erude and undigeſted; but it muſt de 
1 chroughly concoded and turned into Nouri ment, 
Blood, and Spirits. We muſt know the true Va- 
lue and Uſe of every Principle, of every Truth; 
Fand be able readily to apply them. For what docs 
at it fgnify, how important Truths are in themſelves, 
de if they are not fo to me? What does it avait thr” 
2N they are im nated with Life and Power, if I: 
feet not ay ſuch Influence? Of whit Uſe is the 
Knowledge of Goſpel- Promiſer to me, if I feu 


nd no Comfort from them? Or the Knowktge of” 
b. Gospel Threats, if they are unable to curb and re- 
„train my Paſfions ? We muſt then follow the Ad- 
re ice of Solonjon,” fand never quit the Search and” 
he Meditation of Truth, 'till we grow intimate and 


familiar with it; and ſo have it always ready for 
Guide and Guard, for our Support and Strength, 

and for our Delight and Pleaſure. We muſt bind 
t about our Hearty as he ſpeaks, and tie it as an 
Ornament about our” Neck. Then, when we go forth 
it ſhall lead us, when we Sleep it Hall keep us, and 
ben we awake it Pall talk tolrh as: For the {ow 


mandment is a Lamp, and the Law is Ligh 
J. Repriefs of of Inflruthon art the Way if Lil. 15 
vi. = 22, 23. In a Word, no 4 the 


moſt important Truths powerful and operative in 
b. Nos, but ſuch 2 Digeſtion of them by ſerious” and 
of evout Meditation, as may in a Manner W 
n. rate them with us. . 


To wind up all. There are ſeveral Kinds of 
Knowled age of the ſame Truths: There is x Know- 


ledge 


.  — — . — _—_— wow , mg ow. _s 
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ledge, which ſerves, us only as Pas Top did 
Ae, to ſhew us Canaan, but not to bring us 
into it. There is again a Knowledge which ſerves 
us only as the Talent did the wicked Servants, 
not to procure Rewards, but Puniſhments. And 
finally, there is a Knowledge, which, like the 
Talent in the Hand of the faithful, and good 
Steward, enriches. us firſt,, and recommends aiter- 
wards to higher Truſt and Dignities z which im- 
proves and perfects our Nature firſt, and then puts 
us into Poſſeſſion of ſuch Bleſſings, as on! Na- 
ture thus improved and perfected is capable of. 
And this Knowledge muſt not be a flight, ſuper- 
ficial, and undigeſted one; it muſt not be a con- 
fuſed and obſcure, a weak and imperfect one 
This is not the Knowledge that will bring forth 
thoſe excellent Fruits, which we have Reaſon to 
expect from true Illumination. But it muſt be a 
Knowledge that has all the quite contrary Cha- 
racters ; even ſuch as I have before deſcribed. 


HAF. H. 
Of the Fruits of Humiliation. 
TAN d difpatched. the Notion of Illumi- 
nation in the foregoing Chapter, and ſhew- 
ed both what Truths, and what Sort of 
Knowledge of them is requiſite to it, I am next 
I, Or the Fruits by And, 


2. Or the Attainment of it. | 
of Ser. 1. 


-ſuch as ſufficiently declare 
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$25, 1. As to the Fruits of Illumination I have 


the leſs Need to inſiſt upon them, becauſe what- 


ever can be ſaid on this Head, has been in a Man- 
ner anticipated: All the Characters of illumina- 
ting Truths, and illuminating Knowledge, bei 
the bleſſed ffects « 
true Illumination. I will therefore be very ſhort 
on this Head, and only juſt mention two Ad- 


vantages of Illumination. As the Uſe of Light is 


eſpecially twofold, to delight and guide us; ſo do 
we reap two Benefits from IHlumination. 


1. Tux firſt and moſt immediate one is, that 
it ſets the whole Man, and the whole Life right; 
that it fixes our Affections on their proper Object, 


and directs all our Actions to their true End. It 


is always alluring and inviting us to our ſovereign 
Good, and deterring us from Sin and Death: It 
alarms, diſquiets, diſturbs, and perſecutes us as 
often as we wander from the Paths of Life, In 
one Word, the great Work of Illumination, is, 
to be always repreſenting the Beauties and Glo 
of Virtue ; and remonſtrating the Evils and Dit- 
honours, the Deformities and Dangers of Vice : 
So that a Man will never be at Reſt, who has this 
Light within him, till it be either extinguiſhed or 
obeyed. 


2. Tas Light within us, if it be followed, if 
it be not quenched and extinguiſhed by wilful Sin, 


or unpardonable Remiſſneſs; if, in a Word, its 


Influence be not interrupted, diſperſes all our 
Fears as well as Errors, creates an unſpeakable 
Tranquility in the Soul, ſpreads over us a calm 
and glorious Sky, and makes every Thing in us 
and about us look gay, and verdant, and beauti- 
ful. Deliverance from a State of Bondage and 
Wrath, the Peace of Gop, the Love of Jus, Fang 
e 
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 Fellowſbip 105 the Healy Ghoſt, the Immortality .of the 
"Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, the Perfettior 
22 8 of Hardy. Good Gop! What 
'Taviſhing Themes are theſe for the Thoughts off 
an enlightned Soul to dwell upon] Blefled and 
happy is he who enjoys this Pleaſure upon Earth. 
"And that we may, 1 am now to diſcauſe, 


Sd 2. Or the Auainment of mination. Now 
f whatever Advice can relate to this, may be redu- 
ced under two Heads: 


1. WHAT 2ualifications render Man capable of 
umination. 


2, WHAT it is that one duly aualified is to do 
in Purſuit of it. 


$7: To begin with the Qualifications requiſite 
to Illumination. 


I oBSERVE, (I.) That Illumination depends 
not upon a Man's outward Fortune. There are 
indeed ſeveral Sorts of Knowledge which we can 

ver arrive at without much Leiſure, and much 
8 And in order to ſupport the one, and 
enjoy the other, it is requiſite that we be Maſters 
of a good Fortune. Illumination conſiſts not in 
Arts and Sciences which relate to the Body, and 
Fa to à temporal Life; but in thoſe Divine 

ruths Which urify the Saul, and miniſter to an 
eternal one: Not in notional Improvements of 
the Mind, but in ſpiritual! and vital ones; and 
therefore the Huſbandman and the Artiſt, the 
echanick and the 7 are as capable of this 
Sort of Wiſdom, as an of Office, Money, 
or met Tha — no Wealth to render 
Gas of Light aud of b. There js 


ite 


Q 
ow 
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the Book of Nature, the Book of Revelation; 
both the Books of Gop, both writ throughout 
with glorious illuminating Truths ; "Theſe lie wide 
open to every honeſt Chriſtian. The Being and 
Nature of Gop, the Mediation of Jeſus, and a 
Jud ent to come, the Nature and Neceflity of 
olineſs, are fully revealed, and unanſwerably 
proved. And tho” every honeſt Man be not able 
to diſcover all the Arguments on which they ſtand, 
yet may he diſcover enough : And what is more, 
he may have an inward, vital, ſenſible Proof of 
them; he may feel the Power, the Charms of 
Holineſs ; experience its Congruity to the human 
Soul, and_ obſerve a thouſand Demonſtrations of 
its Serviceableneſs to the Honour of Gop, and 
the Good of Mankind : He may have a full and 
convictive Senſe of the Manifeſtation of the Di- 
vine Perfections in the great Work of our Re- 
demption; and the excellent Tendency of it may 
be ſo palpable to him, as to leave no Room for 
Doubts or Scruples. But beſides all this, there i 
a Voice within, there is a Divine Teacher and 
Inſtructor, which will ever abide with him, and 
lead him into all neceſſary Truths: All which is 
implied in thoſe Words of our Lok D, If any Man 
will do his Will, he Hall know of the Doctrine whe- 
ther it be of Gon. Re PTY age? 


( 2.) ExTRAORDINARY natural Parts, ſuch as 
Sagacity or Acuteneſs of Judgment, Strength of 
Memory, Livelineſs of Imagination, are not ne- 
ceſſary to Illumination. Such is the Beauty of 
Holineſs, - that it requires rather Purity of Heart, 
than Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, to render us en- 
amour d of it. And the ſame Thing may be ſaid 
of the Power and Energy of all Goſpel tives, 
and of the Proofs and Evidences too. of Divine 
Truths. To convince and affect us there is no 

Vor. XLI- C Need 
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Need of Sagacity and Penetration, but Probity and 

Sincerity. However I have two or three Reflec- 

tions to make here, which may not be unuſeful : 

For though Acuteneſs and Retention, by which 1 

mean Quickneſs in a and Firmneſs in 
Y 


reſerving Truth, be commonly accounted natura} 
Parts, and generally are fo; yet, I think, where 
the one or the other are moſt defeCtive, they may 
be much helped and wonderfully improved. To 


which End I remark, 
Fin, Tar thoſe Defefts of Underſtanding 


or Memory, which ſome are wont to accufe them- 
ſelves of in ſpiritual Things, are with more 
Juſtice to be imputed to Want of Concern and 
Affection for ſuch Things, than to any Incapacity 
of Nature. We eaſily underſtand, and eaſily re- 
member, what we deſire and love: And where- 
ever we follow the Impulſe oi ſtrong Inclinations, 
we ſeldom fail of excelling. Let us therefore take 
Care, that our Hearts be fet upon the "Things of 
Gop, and, we ſhall foon ſee that our Judgment 
will no more fail us here, than in thoſe world] 


| Intereſts and Pleaſures. 


' Seconllly, As to Memory; it depends very much 
upon the Perſpicuity, Regularity, and Order of 
our Notions. . Many complain of Want of Me- 
mory, when the Defect is in their Judgment; 
And others, while they graſp at All, retain No- 
thing. In order then to relieve this Infirmity of 
Memory, it were an excellent Way to confine 

our Search and Meditation to a few Objects, and 
to have theſe clearly and methodically handled, 


© Thirdh, Ir is with the Underſtanding as with 
the Eye of the Body : One ſees further off, and 
in a fainter Light ; but another ſces as well with 
He * Regard 


after HApPINxESõs. 27 


Regard to all the Uſes of Life, who yet requires 
that the Object ſhould be nearer, and the Light 
better, Men of flow Capacities muſt not be daring 
or precipitate in paſſing their Sentence, and form- 
ing their Notions: They muſt examine whether 
the Matters they enquire after be not too remote 
and obſure; whether the Object may be brought 
nearer, and placed in a better Light or whether 
they may be furniſhed with Teleſcopes or Micro- 
ſcopes fit for them : If not, they muſt quit the 
Search of ſuch Truths as improper and unneceſ- 
ſary for. them; by which Means they will, at 
leaſt, avoid being deceived or perplexed ; which 
is no ſmall! Advantage. To be enriched with a 
Kind of univerſal Knowledge is a great Thing; 
but too great for moſt Men. Next to this is, to 
be endowed with a Knowledge of neceſſary and 
important Truths; and to be freed from Errors 
and Perplexity in Matters of any Moment: And 
methinks it were no great Exceſs of Modeſty or 
Humility, for Man to be content with this. 


(3.) TrtRE is no t Need of acquired 
3) in order to e. Our Sa. 
viour did not exact of his Diſciples, as a neceſſary 
Preparation for his Doctrine, the Knowledge of 
Tongues, the Hiſtory of Times or Nature, Lo- 
pk, Metaphyſicks, Mathematicks, or the. like, 
heſe indeed may be ſerviceable to many excel - 
nt Ends: They are neceſſary Inſtruments of, or 
troductions to ſeveral Employments. But as to 
Perfection and Happineſs, to theſe they never can 
be indiſpenſibly neceſſary. A Man may be ex- 
cellently, habitually good, without more Lan- 
guages than one: He may be fully perſuaded of 
thoſe great Truths that will render him Maſter of 
his Pafſions, and independent of the World; that 
will render him eaſy and uſeful in this Life, and 
| C 2 glorious 
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glorious in another, thaugh' he be no Logician 
Or . Yet would IT not all this while 
be ſuppoſed to exclude the Uſe of true Reaſon and 
ſolid Went. Though the meaneſt Capacit 
| oat attain to its Proper PerfeBoh; that is, ſuch 

a Meaſure of Knowledge as may make the Man 
wife and happy; yet the more capacious any 
Man's Soul is, and the more enlarged his Know- 
ledge, the more perſect and happy he is. | 


(4.) Trnt Dualifications previouſly neceſſary to 
Illuminations, are two or three moral ones, im- 
lied in that infant Temper our Saviour required 
in thoſe who would be bis Diſciples. Theſe ate 
Rel Impartiality, and a Thirft or Love of 
ruth. i ee | | | 


Hirt, Homitity. He that will be taught of 
Gon muſt not be proud or confident in himſelf: 
He muft not over-rate his own Parts and Capi- 
city; nor lean too ſtifiy to his own Underftand 
ing: He muſt firmly believe, that Illumination is 
the Work of Gon, and on Him he muſt depend; 
He muſt confeſs the Weakneſs of his own Facul- 
ties, the natural Poverty and Indigence of his Un- 
derftanding ; and fo look up to Gor, who is 9 
the Fountain of Wiſdom ;. 10 giveth Grace te: 
A bis en "ihe Phe nn 
"ITY TY ” A" 2% my 


» '« bd ; 
- . 


* 
> 
n 


 Secoridly, TMPARTIALITY, 2 or x cer: 
tain 2 7 or Innocence of Jüdgm - FE way 
fpeak ſo. That the Underftanting may be ca 
pable of Divine Light, it muff not be byaſfed by 
corrupt Inclinations. Some to prove their Impar- 
5 
ves to Sceptiſm and endleſs” Diſputatien — 
Contradiction. But I cannot think it r 
cur Impartiality, to deny the Evidence > if 8 
, 
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Senſes; to oppoſe the univerſal Reaſon of Man- 
kind; and to ſhake off all Reverence ſor the In · 
tegrity of Man, and the Veracity of Gop. No, 
this ſavours too much either of Oſtentation, or 
of a raw and unexperienced Affection. He ſecures 
his Freedom ſufficiently, who guards his Reaſon 
againſt the Force of groundleſs Prepoſſeſſions, and 
ſenſeleſs Modes and Cuſtoms; againſt the Luſts of 
the o 200) the Prejudices of Parties; who 


keeps a Eye upon the Motions and Tenden- 
= cies of his inferior Nature; who conſiders, that 
ot there are Revolutions of Philoſophy and Opini- 
4 ons, as well as of States and Kingdoms; and 
e Judges well of Times and Men, ere he pay much 


rence to Authority. But, 


Thirdly, Tus is not all that is neceſſary to any 
compleat Degree of Illumination. Impartiality is 
negeſſary to the firſt Dawnings of it; but if we 
would have it increaſe, and diffuſe itſelf into a 
perfect Day of ſpiritual Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing, we muſt hunger and thirſt after Truth. An 
unprejudiced Mind is neceſſary to qualify us for 
the firſt Rudiments of Truth; but we muſt be in- 
flamed with Deſire and Love of it, ere we ſhall 
enter into the Sanctuary or Receſſes of it: There- 
fore our Saviour invites to Him every one that 
thirfis, John vii. 37. And St. Peter exhorts us 
as new-born Babes to deſire the ſincere Milk of tha 
Ward, that we may grow thereby, 1 Pet. Ii. 2. 
And St, Paul imputes the Damnation of thoſe that 
periſh, to Want of Love of the Truth, 2: Theſ. ii. 10. 


Sea. 2. War one thus qualified is to do for 
the actual Attainment of it. All the Advice I 
{hall give here, may be reduced to four Heads: 


A*. n 1. Twar 
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our 
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2 nya we —— ourſelves with a very 2. 
det and ſenſible Conoern to rr W N 


wmipating Truths. 1 , TN 
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* Taar we act confortmable- to thoſe Mex 
fires? of Light which we have attained; * 


' addreſs ourſelves to 
ee of bis 


4. Tart we conſta 


* Gob un for t 
- - "Grace. 


1. Tax firſt is a Dt. 4 | neceſſr Conſe- 
ce of what has been already ſaid concerning 
lumination For if Hlumination confiſt in the 
Knowledge, not of all Sorts of Truths, but the 
moſt n and important, ſuch as purify and 
& our Nature; ſuch as procure us 
and ſtable Pleaſure, and all the ards that _ 
front our Adoption to Gov ; it is then plain, he 
who would be perfect, ought not to amuſe and 
diſtract his Mind in Purſuit of trifling or diverting 
Knowiedge : That he ought to ſhun, and not to 
admit whatever is 2 to entangle, perplex, or 
defile him; and to his Thoughts, and con- 
Fne kis Meditations to the great a Trees of the 
Goſpel; He that Auen the hy true | a 
Sage im whom He hath ſent, knows * 
ge him to Virtue, — to often the WW 
iy and everlaſting Life. He that 4nows — 
Jeſus! Chriſt, and. Him crucified, knows enough 
2 order to Peace, Grace, and Joy; enough te 
promote Holineſs and Hope t Hope: that abounds 6 
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2. We muſt apply ourſelves with a very tender 
and ſenſible Concern to the Study of inuminating 
Dathe This Rule mut of ene 


bree Things * 


r. GxrarT Care wy Caution * exmmining 
| Doætrines propoſed; | 1 


0 TE * 
2. Great Indoftry: Ws: 10 our Know- 
ledge. AN 


3 Frequent and ferious nenten upon 
the” Truths we know. | 45 . 


1. 1 "> Need: of- 
Trial and Examination of 
Scripture. itſelf frequently 
And not without Reaſon ; becauſe the Devil — 
his Tares amony /t the Wheat ; Errors, und theſe 
fatal ones, are frequently obtruded on'the World 

the Revelations of Gop; and every Barey, 
* every ſingle Author, lays the Seweſs of Sab. 
vation yo their peculiar and diſti Opini- 
ons. Belrved, believe not every Spirit, but u the 
rits whether they are of Gov ; becauſe many. falſs 
hets are our mts the World, 1 John iv. 1. 
F is needlefs to multiply Words on this Occa- 
fion. When the Peace and Purity of — 
the Happineſs of our Eives, and the Bleſſedn 
Eternity has ſo cleſe a Dependence upon the 
DoArines we imbibe; who ſees not; unleſs he be 
ſtupid and infatuated, that greater Care is neceſe 
fary here, than in any Matter whatev 
there is no other of equal Moment? Bad Money; 
or bad Wares, inflead' of good g an i Tide: or 
Conveyance inſtesd of x firm ohe, may impoveriſh 
us; bad Drugs inſtead of good may inſect the 


Body, and dehroy the Health : But + ay 
is 


becauſe 


this to the diſmal Cos of Error and He- 
reſy, which impoveriſh and infect the Mind, per- 
vert the Life, and dama the Man to all Eternity ? 
The Example of the Bereans is never forgot; and 
indeed never ought to be on this Occaſion, We 
muſt admit nothing haſtily ; - aſſent to nothing 
without examining the Grounds. on which it 
ſtands. Credulity, Precipitation, and Confidence | 
irreconcilable Enemies to Knowledge and 


are irrt 
Wiſdom. 


2. Ws are to uſe Indnſtry to increaſe our 
Knowledge. The Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom 
are infinite; and it fares with thoſe that ſtudy 
them, as with a — — N — ri- 

Ground; every new Step enlarges his Hori- 
> and — new Countries, new Pleaſures 
to his Eye. It is our own Negligence, if we do 
not daily extend-the Compals of -our Knowledge ; 
if our View of Things grow not more diſtin and 
clear, and our Belief, of them more firm; and 
ſteady. And of what Importance this is, is ma- 
nifeſt from what I have before proved; namely, 
that Illumination conſiſts not in a flight and ſuper- 
ficial, or a confuſed. and obſcure Knowledge; but 
in a clear, diſtint, firm and well-eſtabliſhed one. 
And the acquiring ſuch a one demands a very dili- 

nt and an * Study of the Word of 
ife. To fil the Mind with numerous, great, 
and beautiful Ideas, and theſe clear and diſtinct; 
to have them engraven in the Memory in deep 
and laſting C ers; to have them lodged and 
diſpoſed in that Order, as to be able in an Inſtant 
to have Recourſe to them; to diſcern and demon- 
ſtrate plainly the Connexion and Dependence of 
ene upon another, and the unqueſtionable Evi- 
dence of each; this is a Work of Time and La- : 
dour ; the Fruit of a regulat and aſſiduous den t 
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after Truth; and if the Capacities and Fortunes 

all Men will not ſuffer them to come up to 
his, they muſt come as near as they can. 


3. Wx muſt make frequent and ſerious Reflec- 
ions on the Truths we do know. This again 
naturally follows from the Notion of Illumination 
as it is before ſettled. For if it is not eve 
Knowledge of the beſt Things that ſuffices for 1 
lumination, but à vital and operative one, that is, 
a well · grounded and well-digeſted one, it js plain, 
that conſtant, daily, and devout Meditation is 
neceſſary to Illumination; becauſe it is net a 
tranſient and 8 Reflection upon the 
moſt important Truths; it is not à ſſeeting, ram- 
bling, irregular and deſultory Meditation of them 
that will poſſeſs us with ſuch a Kind of Know- 
ledge. To imprint a Truth in lively Notions upon 
our Minds, to digeſt it into Novriſhment/ and 
Strength, and make it mix itſelf with all our Af. 
fections, and all our Actions, it is neceſſary that 
we dwell upon it with Conſtaney and Delight? 
And accordingly we find that excellent and ele- 
vated Souls, both under rhe Old Teſtament and 
the New, have been daily, nay, almoſt Hourly 
converſant in the Book of Gop : They have been 
paſſionately devoted to the Study of it, and de- 
ſighted more in it than in Treaſures or Honours, 

an in the moſt profitable Employments, or en- 
giging Diverſſons of Life. It is this Kind of Me- 

ation on Gop, on Ixsus, the World, and our- 
ſelves, that can alone acquaint us thoroughly with 
each; It is this Kind of Meditation on Death and 
Judgment, Heaven and Hell, that can male us 


* 
: 


wiſe unto Safvation,  '* 


z 


Tus Sum of all is this : Numinations is not 
td be attained withont Labour and Travel. It is 


indeed 


— 
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indeed the Gift of Gop; but ſuch a one as Ho 


will never beſtow but upon thoſe who aſk, and 


ſeek, and knock. Divine Bounty and human 


Induſtry here very well accord: The Spirit of 
Gop generally joins them together; and it is Im- 
piety in Man to go about to divide them. Prov. 
li. 4, 5, 0. 1f thou ſeeleſt her as Silver, and ſearche/t 
for her as hid Treaſures ; then ' ſhalt thou underſtand 


the Fear of the Lokp, and find the Knowleage f 


Gop. For the Loxp giveth Wiſdom ; out of his 
Mouth cometh Knowledge and Underſtanding. 


+ Tar we act conformable to thoſe Meaſures 
of Light which we have attained. The more 
ſpiritual we grow, the fitter we are ſor the Reſi- 
dence of Gop's Spirit, and the more capable of 


- his Influences: The more we ſubdue all inordi- 


nate Affections, the clearer does the Underſtand- 
mg grow, and the more abſolute its Authority. 


renders us more like Gop, - renders us more dear 
to Him too; and one Favour, if it be not our 
own Fault, qualifies us for another. Whoever 
ſhall obſerve the Scriptures, . will find that Holi- 
neſs and . with equal Steps, 
grow up to the ſame Degrees of Maturity; 
as we paſs on from the Infancy to the Man. 


hood of Virtue, ſo do we from the firſt Rudiments 


of Wiſdom to the Hei and Myſteries of it. 
But on the other Hand, obſcures and eclipſes 
the Light within: Sin depraves and ts out 
Principles: And while we renounce our Views, 
we quench or chaſe away the Spirit. 1 bo 

4- Wu muſt frequently and conſtantly addreſs 
ourſelves to Go by Prayer, for the Illumination 
of his Grace. There is nothing that we do not 


| receive from above: And if the moſt inconſider- 


able 


e Grace of Gon, if it be obeyed, while it 
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ble Things be the Gift of Gop, from what 
Fountain but from Him can we expect Illumina- 
tion? The Raptures of Poets, the Wiſdom of 
Lawgivers, the nobleſt Pieces of Philoſophy, and 
indeed all extraordinary Performances, were hy 
the Pagans themſelves generally attributed to a 
Divine Inſpiration. And the Old Teſtament af- 
cribes a ttanſcendent Skill even in Arts and Trades 


7 Wo the Spirit of Gop. It is not therefore to be 
py ondered at, if Illumination be attributed to Him 


in the New. Wiſdom and Underſtanding are 
eflential Parts of Sanctity; and therefore muſt 
proceed from the ſanctifying Spirit. We muſt 
therefore look up to Gop, and depend upon Him 
f. cor Illumiuation; we muſt earneſtly pray in the 
of WV ords of St. Paul, That the Gop of our Loxp 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, would give unto 
d. the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, Eph. i. 17. 

This Dependence upon Gop, in Expectation of 

his Bleſſing on our Search after Knowledge, puts 
che Mind into the beſt Diſpoſition to attain it: 

Becauſe it diſengages it from thoſe Paſſions, Pre- 
judices, and DiſfraRions, which otherwiſe en- 
tangle and diſturb it, and render it incapable of 
raiſed, ſedate, and coherent Thoughts. But what 
is more than this, there are repeated. and expreſs 
Promiſes made it; ſo that it can never fail of Suc- 
1 Aſt, and it ſhall be given you, ſeek, and 75 

nd, knock,” and it ſhall be fo yor. 

any 77 lack Wiſdem, let him * 7 Gon, 1 
giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth pot ; and 
and it hall be given him, James i. 5. nor do 1 
doubt but every good Man bas theſe Promiſes ve- 
rified to him. | | | 

THERE are ſudden Suggeſtions, u. ed 
Manifeſtations, extraordinary Elevations of Mind, 


which are never to be accounted for, but by a Di- 
| vine 
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vine Prineiple. Nor does this Doctrine of ſpiri- 
tual Illumination or Irradiation in the leaſt dimi- 
niſh the Excellence of the Goſpel of Chriſt, no 
more than the Inſtruction of the Goſpel does 

ede that of the Spirit. For we muſt not 
ink that the Spirit does now reveal any new 
Truth of general Uſe or Importance; ſince the 


Canon of Scripture would on this Suppoſal be bu 


a defective Rule of Faith and Manners. But, 
i, The Spirit may aſſiſt us in making a fuller 
iſcovery of the | Senſe of Scripture, Second), 

The Spirit may help us to form clearer Notions 

of thoſe Things we have yet but an imperfect and 

general Knowledge of; and to imprint them in 
more laſting, as well as more legible Character 
in our Minds: Or it may recal to our Remem- 


brance ſuch Things as are forgotten: Or finally, 


it may produce in us a more earneſt Application 
to the Truth of Gov. Thirdly, I ſee no Reaſon 
why the Birr may not youchſafe us particular 
Impulſes, Directions, and Intimations upon ex- 
traordinary Occaſions, and ſudden Emergencies ; 
where Holy, Writ affords us no Light, human 
Prudence is at a Loſs. 4. 


Iwirt cloſe this Chapter with a Prayer of Ful- 
gentius, Lib. 1. Cap. 4. . After he has in the Be- 
ginning of the Chapter diſclaimed all Pretences to 
the ſetting up himſelf a Maſter, Doctor, or Dic- 
* his Brethren, he breaks out into theſe 

ords: ** 


JILL not ceaſe to pray, that our true Maftr 


and Doctor Chriſt Jeſus, either by the Oracles of 


| his Goſpel, or by the Converſation of my Brethren or 
Jeint-diſcigles; or elſe by the ſeeret and delightful In- 
Aruct ion of Divine Inſpiration, in which, without 
the Elements: of Letters, er the Sound of , 
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Truth ſpeaks with ſo much the ſweeter, as the ſtiller 
and ſofter Voice; would vouchſafe to teach me thoſe 
Things, which I may ſo propoſe, and ſo aſſert, that 
in all my Expoſitions and Aſſertions, I may be ever 
und conformable, and obedient, and firm to the 
Truth. For it is Truth itſelf that enlightens, con- 
rms, and aids me, that I may always obey and aſſent 
to the Truth, 


By Truth I defire- to be informed of thoſe many 
more Things which I am ignorant of from whom I 
have received the few I know. Of Truth I beg, 
thro' preventing and aſſiſting Grace, to be inſtructed 
in whatever I yet know not, which conduces to the 
Intere/t of my Virtue and Happineſs ; to be preſerved 
and kept fledfaft in thoſe Truths which I know ; to 
be reformed and rectiſied in thoſe Points, in which 
I am miſtaken ; to be confirmed and eftabliſhed in 
thoſe Truths wherein I waver ; and to be delivered 
from thoſe Opinions that are erroneous or hurtful. 


Ike, la, that Truth may ever find, both in 
my Thoughts and Speeches, all that found and whole- 
ſome Doctrine I have received from its Gift ; and 
that it would ahways cauſe me to utter thoſe Things 
which are agreeable to itſelf, and conſequently accept- 
able to all faithful Chriſtians. | 


Vor, XLI D CHAP. 
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CH A P. III. 
Of Chriſtian Liberty. 


| F TER Illumination, which is the Perfection 

of the Underſtanding, follows Liberty, which 
is the Perfection of the Will. In treating of which, 
I ſhall, 


Fixs r, Give an Account of Liberty in general. 
SECONDLY, Diſcourſe of toe ſeveral Parts & it. 


Sect. 1. WHAT Liberty is. There have been 
ſeveral Miſtakes about this. Some then have placed 
Chriſtian Liberty in Deliverance from the 4o/aict 
Yoke. But this is to make our Liberty conſiſt in 
Freedom from a Yoke to which we were never ſub- 
jet; and to make our glorious Redemption from 
the Tyranny of Sin, — the Miſery that attends 
it, dwindle into an Immunity from external Rites 
and Obſcrvances. Others have placed it in Ex- 
emption from the Laws of Man: And others, 
advancing higher, in Exemption even from the 
moral and immutable Laws of Gop. But the 
Folly and Wickedneſs.of theſe Opinions ſufficiently 
_ confute them: Since it is notorious to every one, 

that Diſobedience and Anarchy is as flat a Contra- 
diction to the Peaceableneſs, as Voluptuouſneſs and 
Luxury are to the Purity of that Wiſdom which is 
nom Above. | 2 | 
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Is Truth, Chriſtian Liberty is nothing elſe but 
Subjection to Reaſon enlighten'd by, Revelation. 
Two Things therefore are eſſential to it : A clear 
and unbiaſſed Judgment, and a Power of acting 
conformable to it. This is a very ſhort, but full 
Account of Liberty. Darkneſs and Impotence 
conſtitute our Slavery: Light and Strength our 
# Freedom. Man is then free, when his Reaſon is 
not awed by vile Fears, or bribed by viler Hopes: 
When it is not tumultuouſly hurried away by Luſts 
and Paſſions; nor cheated by the gilded Appearances 
of ſophiſticated Good; but it deliberates imparti- 
ally, and commands effectually. And becauſe the 
great Obſtacle of this Liberty is Sin; becauſe natu- 
ral and contrated Corruption are the Fetters in 
which we are bound; becauſe the Law in the Body 
wars againſt the Law in the Mind, obſcuring the 
Light, and enfeebling the Authority of Reaſon : 
Hence it is, that Chriſtian Liberty is as truly as 
commonly deſcribed by a Dominion over the Body, 
the ſubduing our corrupt Affections, and Delive- 
rance from Sin. 


Turs Notion may be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed upon 
that Account of Bondage which the Apoſtle gives 
us, Rem. vii. where he repreſents it as conhiting 
in Impotence or Inability to do theſe Things, which 
Gop commands, and Reaſon approves : For to 
will is preſent with me; but how to perform that 
which is good, I find net, Verſe 18. Liberty there- 
fore muſt on the contrary conſiſt in being able, not 
only to will, but to do Good; in obeying theſe 
Commandments, which we cannot but acknow- 
ledge to be holy, and juſt, and good. And this 
is the very Notion which our LokD and Maſter 
gives us of it, F viii. For, when the Jews 
bragg'd of their Freedom, He lets them know, that 
Freedom could not conſiſt with Subjection to Sin: 

D 2 — Bo 


40 An EN UIRY 


He that commiltteth Sin, is the Servant of Sin, Verſe 

34. That if they would be free indeed, the Son mut 
make them ſo, Verſe 36. 1. e. they muſt, by his 
Spirit and Doctrine be reſcued from the Servitude 
of Luſt and Error, and be ſet at Liberty to work 
Righteouſneſs. Jf ye continue in my Word, then are 
ze my Diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the Truth, 
and the Truth ſhall make you free, Verſes 31, 32. 


FinALLY, not to multiply Proofs of a Truth 
that is ſcarce liable to be controverted, as the A- 
poltle deſcribes the Bondage of a Sinner in Ren. 
vii. ſo does he the Liberty of a Saint in Rom. viii. 
For there, Verſe 2. he tells us, That the Law of 
the Spirit of Life has ſet the Chriſtian free from th: 
Law of Sin and Death. And then he lets us know 
wherein this Liberty conſiſts; in walking, not after 


the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; in the Mortification | 


of the Body of Sin, and Reſtitution of the Mind to 
its juſt Empire and Authority. J Chriſt be in 75 
the Body is dead becauſe of Sin; but the Spirit is Lift 


becauſe of Righteouſneſs, Verſe 10. And all this 


is the ſame Thing with his Deſcription of Liberty, 
Chap. vi. where, it is nothing elſe, but to be mace 
Free from Sin, and become the Servant of GOD. 


THvs then we have a plain Account of Bondage 
and Liberty. Yet for the clearer underſtanding of 
both, it will not be amiſs to obſerve, that they are 
each capable of different Degrees; and both the 
one and the other may be more or leſs compleat, 
according to the different Progreſs of Men in Vice 
and Virtue. Thus, in * AA not their Will 
only, but their very Reaſon is enſlaved: Their Un- 
derſtanding is ſo infatuated, their Affections ſo cap- 
tivated, that there is no Conflict berween the Mind 
and Body: They commit Sin without any Reluc- 
tancy beforehand, or any Remorſe A. 
| cit 
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ſe WY 1 heir ſeared Conſcience making no Remonſtrance, 
% inflicting no Wounds, nor denouncing any Threats. 
his WS This is the laſt Degree of Vaſlalage : Such are ſaid 
de in Scriptue to be dead in Tre/paſſes and Sins; O- 
21k chers there are, in whom their Luſt and — 
are prevails indeed, but not without Oppolition: They 
th, reaſon rightly; and, which is the natural Reſult of 
this, have 2 Deſires of Righteouſneſs : But 
through the Prevalency of the Body, they are un- 
ith able to act conformable to their — Their 
\- 8 Underſtanding has indeed Light, but not Autho- . 


rity: It conſents to the Law of Gop; but it has 
no Power, no Force to make it be obeyed : It pro- 


of duces ſome good Inclinations, Purpoſes, and Ef- 
th: forts, but they prove weak and ineffectual ones. 


And as Bondage, ſo Liberty is of different Degrees. 
For though Liberty may in a Meaſure ſubſiſt, where 
there is much Oppoſition from the Body; yet it is 
plain, that Liberty is moſt compleat, where the 
4, Body is reduced to an entire Submiſſion, and the 
fe W->pirit reigns with an uncontrolled and unlimitted 
iis WW Authority. And this latter is that Liberty which 
p 4 ſpeak of. 


I x Now very well, it is taught by ſome, that 
here is no lacks. Sides: But — if it be 
throughly conſidered, has neither Scripture, Rea- 
ſon, nor Experience to ſupport it. For as to thoſe 
Places, Rom. vii. and Gal. v. urged in Favour of 
an almoſt inceflant, and too frequently prevalent 
lufling of the Fleſh againſt the Spirit, it has been 
often anſwered, and proved too, that they are ſo 
far from belonging to the Perſect, that they belang 
not to the Regenerate. But on the contrary, thoſe 
Texts that repreſent the Yoke of Chtiſt eaſy, and his 
Burden light ; which affirm the Commandments' af 
Chriſt not to be grievous to ſuch as are made perfedd 11 
Leve; do all bear Witneſs to that Liberty which 
D 3 contend 
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contend for. Nor does Reaſon favour my Opinion 
leſs than Scripture. For if the perfect Man be a 
new Creature; if he be transformed into a new Na- 
ture; if his Body be dead to Sin, and his Spirit live 
to Righteouſneſs; in one Word, if the World be as 
much crucified to him, as he to it; I cannot ſee why 
it ſhould not be eaſy for him to act conſonant to his 
Nature; why he ſhould not with Pleaſure and Rea- 
dineſs follow that Spirit, and obey thoſe Aﬀections, } 
which reign in him. 


LAsrI v, How degenerate ſoever Ages paſt have 
been, or the preſent is, I dare not fo far diſtruſt the 
Goodneſs of my Cauſe, or the Virtue of Mankind, 
as not to refer myſelf willingly, in this Point, to 
the Deciſion of Experience. I am well aſſured, 
that Truth and Juſtice, Devotion and Charity, 
Honour and Integrity, are to many ſo dear and de- 
lightful, that it is hard to determine, whether they 
are more ſtrongly moved by a Senſe of Duty, or 
the Inſtigations of Love and Inclination. Nor is 
all this to be wonder'd at, if we again reflect on 
what I juſt now intimated, that the perfect Man is 

a new Creature, transformed daily from Glory ts 
Glory: That he is moved by new Affections, raiſed 
and fortified by new Principles: That he is animated 
by a Divine Energy, and fees all Things by a truer 
and brighter Light; through which the T hings of 
Gop appear lovely and beautiful, the Things of 
the World deformed and worthleſs; juſt as to him 
who views them through a Microſcope, the Works 
of Gop appear exact and elegant; but thoſe oi 


Man, coarſe, and bungling, and ugly. 


THz abſolute Liberty of the perfect Man is then 
ſufficiently proved : And if I thought it were not, 
Fcould-eafily reinforce it with freſh Recruits. For 
theiglorious Characters that are given us in Scrip- 

| | ture, 
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ture, of the Liberty of the Children of Gor, and 
the bleſſed Fruit of it, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
Gho/t, would eaſily furniſh me with invincible Ar- 
guments: Nor . would the contrary Opinion ever 
have been able to have kept the Field fo long as it 
has done, had it not been favoured by a weak and 
decayed Piety; by the Fondneſſes of Men for them- 
ſelves, in Spite of their Sins and Frailties ; and by 
many miſtaken Texts. 


I Have now ſufficiently ſtated the Notion of 
true Liberty. I proceed to the Fruits of it; which 
will ſerve for ſo many Motives to its Attainment. 


Sack 2. Tas Fruits of Liberty may be reduced 
under four Heads. 


1. SIN being a great Evil, Deliverance from it 
is great Happineſs. 


2. A SECOND Fruit of this Liberty is Good 
Works. 


1% Tus great and laſt Fruit of it is Eternal 
ife, 


 THtse are all compriſed by the Apoſtle in Rom. 
Vi. 21, 22, 23. Whot Fruit have ye then in thoſe 
Things, whereof ye are now aſhamed? For the End 
of theſe Things is Death. But naw being made free 
from Sin, and become Servants to GOD, ye have 

Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End nee ng Life. 
For the Wages of Sin is Death; but the Gift 1 
1s eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt owr Loxp. 
And theſe are the great Ends which the Goſpel, 
that perfect Law of Eiben, aims at, and for which 
it was preached to the World; as appears from 
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thoſe Words of our Lord to St. Paul, AAs xxvi. 
17, 18. Unto whom now [ ſend thee, to open their 
Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unte GoD ; that they may 
recerve Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 


them which are ſanctiſiad by Faith that ts in Me. 


I wiiL here inſiſt on theſe bleſſed Effects of 
Chriſtian Liberty ; not only becauſe the Deſign of 
the Chapter demands it, but alſo to prevent the 
being obliged to any tedious Repetition of them 
hereafter. 


1. SIN is a great Evil; and therefore the Deli- 
verance from the Dominion of it is a great Good. 
To make this evident, we need but reflect a lit- 
tle on the Nature and Effects of Sin. If we en- 
quire into the Nature of Sin, we fhall find that it 
is founded in the Subverſion of the Dignity, and 
defacing the Beauty of human Nature: And that 
it conſiſts in the Darkneſs of our Underſtanding, 
the Depravity of our Affections, and the Impotence 
of the Will. The Underſtanding of a Sinner is 
incapable of diſcerning the Certainty and Force of 
Divine Truths, the Lovelineſs of Virtue, the un- 
ſpeakable Pleaſure which now flows from the great 
and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, and the in- 
comparably greater which will one Day flow from 
the Accompliſhment of them. His Aﬀections, 
which, if fix'd and bent on Virtue, had been In- 
centives, as they were deſigned by Gon, to noble 
and worthy Actions, being biaſſed and perverted, 
now hurry him on to lewd and wicked ones. And 
by theſe the Mind, if at any Time it chance to be 


awakened, is'overpowered and oppreſſed. 


Ir is true, all Sinners are not equally ſtupid or 
obdurate: But even in thoſe in whom ſome Toy 
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of Underſtanding and Conſcience remain unextin - 
guiſhed, how are the weak Deſires of Virtue baf- 
fled by the much ſtronger Paſſions which they have 
for the Body and the World? Do they not find 
themſelves reduced to that wretched State of Bon- 
dage, wherein the Good that they would do, that 
they do not; but the Evil that they would not do, that 
is preſent with them? It is plain then that Sin is a 
Diſeaſe in our Nature: That it not only extin- 
uiſhes the Grace of the Spirit, and obliterates the 
ow of God ſtamp'd on the Soul in its Creation 
but alſo diffuſes I know not what Venom through 
it, that makes it eagerly purſue its own Miſery. 
It is a Diſeaſe that produces more intolerable Ef- 
fects in the Soul, than any whatever can in the 
Body. The Predominancy of any noxious Hu- 
mour can breed no Pain, no Diſturbance, equal 
to that of a predominant Paſſion: No Scars or 
Ruins which the worſt Diſeaſe leaves behind it, are 
half ſo loathſome as thoſe of Vice: Nay, that laſt 
Change, which Death itſelf produces, when it con- 
converts a beautiful Body into Duſt and Rotten- 
neſs, is not half ſo contemptible or hatefu] as that 
1 _ when it transforms Man into a Beaſt or 
vil, | | 


Now if Sin is ſo great an Evil; hence it 1 
follows that Deliverance from it is a great Good; 
ſo great, that if we eſtimate it by the Evil there 1s 
in din, Health to the Sick, Liberty to the Captive, 
Day to the benighted, weary, and wandering Tra- 
veller; a Calm, a Port to Paſſengers in a Storm ; 
Pardon to Men adjudged to Death, are but weak 
and imperfect Images or Reſemblances of it. A 
Diſeaſe will at worſt terminate with the Body, and 
Life and Pain will have an End together: But the 
Pain that Sin cauſes will endure to all Eternity ; 


far the Worm dies not, and the Fire will not be ew 
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ed. The Error of the Traveller will be correQ. 
ed by the aproaching Day, and his Wearineſs re- 
freſhed at the next Stage he comes to; but he that 
errs impenitently from the Path of Life, is loſt for 
ever: When the Day of Grace is once ſet. upon 
him, no Light ſhall ever recall his wandering Feet 
into the Path of Righteouſneſs and Peace; no Eaſe, 
no Refreſhment ſhall ever relieve his Toil and Mi- 
ſery. Whilſt the Feet of the Captive are loaded 
with Fetters, his Soul may enjoy its trueſt Liberty; 
and in the miſt of Dangers and Dungeons, like 
Paul and Silas, he may ling Songs of Praiſe and 
Triumph. But the Captivity of Sin defiles, op- 


preſſes, and enſlaves the Mind, and delivers up the 


miſerable Man to thoſe intolerable and endlef 
Evils, which inexorable Juſtice and Almighty 
Wrath inflicts upon Ingratitude and Obſtinacy. 
A Storm can but wreck the Body, a frail and 
worthleſs Bark; the Soul will eſcape fafe to Shore, 
the bleſſed Shore, where the happy Inhabitants 
enjoy an undiſturbed, an everlaſting Calm: But 
Sin, makes Shipwreck of Faith and a goed Conſcience, 
and he that periſhes in it does but pats into a mare 
miſerable State; fer on the Wicked Gop will rain 
Snares, Fire and Brimflone, Storm and Tempeſt; 
this ſhall be their Portion for ever, Pſalm xi. And, 
_Lafth, a Pardon ſends back a condemned Criminal 
to Life, that is, to Sins and Sufferings, to Toil: 


and Troubles, which Death, if Death were the 


utmoſt: he had to fear, would have freed him from: 
But he that is once delivered from Sin, is paſt from 
Death to Life, and from. this Life of Faith, © 
Love, of Hope, ſhall ſoon paſs to another of Frui- 
tion and. Glory. | 


2. A SEconD Fruit of Liberty is good Works 
Here I will ſhew Two Things: 


1. Au 
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1. AND that but briefly, That the Works of 
Righteouſneſs contribute mightily to our Happineſs ; 
and that immediately. ; 


2. THAT . Deliverance from Sin removes the 
great Impediments of Righteouſneſs, and throws 
off that Weight which would otherwiſe encumber 
and tire us in-our Race. 


1. OuTwaRD Holineſs is no ſmall Pleaſure, 
no ſmall Advantage, to him who is exerciſed there- 
in. When Nature is renewed and reſtored, the 
J Works of Righteouſneſs are properly and truly the 
Works of Nature: And to do Good to Man, and 
ty offer up our Praiſes and Devotions to Gop, is to 
| gratify the ſtrongeſt and moſt delightful Inclina- 
bons we have. Theſe indeed are at firſt ſtifled 
en and oppreſſed by original Corruption, falſe Prin- 
ts cCiples, and vicious Cuſtoms: But when once they 
have broke through theſe, like Seeds through the 
earthy Coats they are impriſoned in, and are im- 
1, WT pregnated, warmed, and cheriſhed by an heavenly 
in WY [nfluence, they naturally ſhoot up into good Works. 
„ WH Virtue has a Celeſtial Tendency : From Gop it 
FI comes, and towards Gop it moves: And can it 
al be otherwiſe than amiable. and pleaſant? Virtue 
1 WY all Beauty, all Harmony and Order; and there- 
be WY fore we may view and review, conſider, and reflect 
1: opon it with Delight. It ſecures us the Favour 
nm Wi of Gop and Man; it makes our Affairs nateoly 
of WE 14n ſmoothly and calmly on; and fills our Minds 
i. vich Courage, Chearfulneſs, and good Hopes. In 
one Word, Diverſion and Amuſements. give us a 
fanciful Pleaſure ; an animal ſenſitive Life, a ſhort 
, and mean one: Sin, a, deceitfu}, falſe, and fatal 
one: Only Virtue, a pure, a rational, a , glorious, 

pv nnd laſting one, 
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2. I am next to ſhew, that Deliverance from 
Sin removes the Impediments of Virtue. This will 
eaſily be made out, by examining what Influence 
Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality, and the Love of this World, 
which are the Three hav Principles of Wicked 
neſs, have upon the ſeveral Parts of Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs. 1. The firſt Part is that, which 
contains thoſe Duties that more immediately relate 
to ourſelves. Theſe are eſpecially Two, Sobriety 
and Temperance. By Sobriety, I mean a ſerious 
and impartial Examination of Things; or ſuch a 
State of Mind as qualifies us for it. By Temper- 
ance, I mean the Moderation of our Affection 
and Enjoyments, even in lawful and allowed In- 
ſtances. From theſe proceed Vigilance, Induſtry, 
Prudence, Fortitude; or Patience and Steadineſs 
of Mind in the Proſecution of what is beſt. With- 
out theſe it is in vain to expect, either Devotion 
towards Gop, or Juſtice and Charity toward; 
Man. Nay, nothing good or great can $ accom- 
pliſhed without them : Since without them we have 
no Ground to hope for, either the Aſſiſtance of 
divine Grace, or the Protection and Concurrence 
of divine Providence. Only the pure and chaſte 
Soul is a fit Temple for the Reſidence of the Spirit: 
And the Providence of Gop watches over none, 
or at leaſt none have Reaſon to expect it ſhould, 
but ſuch as are themſelves vigilant and induſtri- 
ous. 


Bur now, how repugant to, how inconſiſtent 
with thoſe Virtues, is that Infatuation of Mind, 
and that Debauchery of Affections, wherein Sin 
conſiſts? How incapable either of Sobriety or Tem- 
perance do Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality, and the Love of 
this World, render us? What a falſe Eſtimate of 
Things do they cauſe us to form? How inſatiable 

do they render us in our Deſire of ſuch Things, 
| , 40 
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as have but falſe and empty Appearances of Good? 
And how imperiouſly do they precipitate us into 
thoſe Sins, which are the Pollution and Diſhonour 
of our Nature? On the contrary, let him but once 
come to believe, that his Soul is himſelf, that he 
is a Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, that Heaven 
is his Country, and that to do good Works is to 
Jay up his Treaſure in it; let him, I fay, but 
once believe this, and then, how Sober, how Tem- 
perate, how Wiſe how Vigilant, and Induſtrious 
will he grow. A Second Part of Holineſs regards 
God as its immediate Object, and conſiſts in the 
Fear and Love of Him, in Dependance and Self- 
reſignation, in Contemplation and Devotion. As 
to this, it is plain, that whoever is under the Do- 


Eminion of any Sin, muſt be an Enemy, or at 


leaſt a Stranger to it. The Infidel knows no Gop; 
and the Wicked will not, or dares not, approach 
one. Their Guilt, or their Averſion keeps them 
from it. Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality, and the Love of 
the World, are inconſiſtent with the Love of the 
Father, and all the ſeveral Duties we owe Him: 

hey alienate the Minds of Men from Him, and 
ſet up other Gods in his room. But as ſoon as a 
Man diſcerns that he has ſet his Heart upon falſe 
Goods; as ſoon as he finds himſelf cheated and de- 
ceived in all his Expectations by the World, and 
is convinced that God is his proper and his Sover- 
eign Good; he will —_— make the Worſhip 
of God a great Part, at leaſt, of the Buſineſs and 
Employment of Life. With this he will begin, 
and with this he will end the Day: Nor will he reſt 
here; his Soul will be ever and anon mounting to- 
wards Heaven, and there will be ſcarce any Action, 
any Event, that will not excite him to praiſe and 
adore Gop, or engage him in ſome wiſe Reflec- 
tions on his Attributes. 

Vox. XLI. E THz 
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Tux Third Part of Holineſs regards e 4 
bour ; and conſiſts in the Exerciſe of Truth, Juſ. WM 
tice, and Charity. And no where is the ill In- 
fluence of Selfiſhneſs, Senſuality, and the Love of 
the World, more notorious than here: For theſe 
rendring us impatient and inſatiable in our De- 
fares, violent in the Proſecution of them, extrava- 
gant and exceſſive in our Enjoyments; and the 

hings of this World being few and finite, and 

unable, to ſatisfy ſuch inordinate Appetites ; we 

ſtand in one another's Light, in one another's 

Way to Profit and Pleaſures, or, too often at leaft, 

ſeem to do ſo: And this muſt unavoidably pro- 

duce a thouſand miſerable Conſequences. Accord- 

| ingly, we daily ſee that theſe Paſſions, are the Pa- 
| rents of Envy and Emulation, Avarice, Ambition, 
| Strife and Contention, Hypocriſy and Corruption, 

1 Lewdneſs, Luxury and Prodigality; but are utter 

| Enemies to Honour, Truth and Integrity ; to Ge- 

| neroſity and Charity. To obviate therefore the 
| miſchievous Effects of theſe vicious Principles, 
| Religion-implants in the World others of a benign 

1 and beneficent Nature; oppoſing againſt the Love 

of the World, Hope; __ Selfiſhneſs, Charity; 

and againſt Senſuality, Faith. 


3. Tux Laſt Fruit of Chriſtian Liberty, is He 
ven: Which will conſiſt of all the Bleſſings, d 
all the Enjoyments that human Nature when raiſed 
to an Equality with Angels, is capable of; Beau 
ties and Glories, Joys and Pleaſures, will as it 
were like a fruitful and ripe Harveſt here, grov 
up there in all the utmoſt Plenty and Perfection 
that Omnipotence itſelf will ever produce. Her 
ven is the Maſter-piece of Gop, the Accompliſt 
ment and Conſummation of all his wonderful He. 
ſigns, the laſt and moſt endearing Expreſſion 9 
.boundleſs Love. And hence it is that the 990 

Spin 
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Spirit in Scripture deſcribes it by the moſt taking 
Things upon Earth; and yet we cannot but think 
that this Image, tho' drawn by a divine Pencil, 
muſt fall infinitely ſhort of it: For what temporal 
Things can yield Colours or Metaphors ftrong e- 
nough to paint Heaven to the Life ? One Ting 
there is indeed, which ſeems to point us to a ju 

and adequate Notion of Heaven; it ſeems to excite 
us to attempt Conceptions of what we cannot 
oraſp, we cannot comprehend ; and the labouring 
Mind the more it diſcovers, concludes ſtil} the more 
behind; and that is, the Beatifick Viſion. "This 
is that which, as Divines generally teach, conſti- 
tutes Heaven; and Scripture ſcems to teach fo 


00. 


We, who love and adore Gop here, ſhall, when 
we enter into his Preſence, admire and love Him 
infinitely more. For God being infinitely. amiable, 


the, more we contemplate, the more clearly we dif- 


cern his divine Perfections and Beauties, the more 
muſt our Souls be inflamed with a Paſſion for Him: 
And Gop will make us the moſt gracious Re- 


turns of our Love, and expreſs his Affections for 
us, in ſuch Condeſcenſions, in ſuch Communica- 


tions of Himſelf, as will tranſport us to the utmoſt 
Degree that created Beings are capable of. WII 


not Gop, that ſheds abroad his Love in our Hearts 
by his Spirit here, fully fatisfy it hereafter ? Will 


not Gop who fills us here with the Joy of his Spi - 
Tit, by I know not what inconceivable Ways, com- 
municate Himſelf in a more raviſhing and extatick 
Manner to us, when we behold Him as He is, 
and live for ever encircled in the Arms of his Love 


and Glory? Doubtleſs then, the beatifick Viſion 


will be the ſupreme Pleaſure of Heaven ; yet I do 

not think that this is to exclude thoſe of an inferior 

Nature. Gop will be _ not only all, but = 
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all, Je all ſee Him as He is; and we ſhall ſce 
Him reflected, in Angels, and all the Inhabitants 
of Heaven; nay, in all the various Treaſures of 
that happy Place: But in far more bright and lovely 


Characters than in his Works here below. 


Tris is a State that anſwers all Ends. Tem- 
poral Good, nay a State accumulated with all tem- 
poral Goods, has ſtill ſomething defective, ſome- 
thing empty in it: Tat which is crooked cannot tt 
made firaight, and that which is wanting cannot tt 
numbered. And therefore the Eye is not ſatisfied 
with Seeing, nor the Kar with Hearing; but all 
Things are full of Labour ; Man cannot utter it. 
And if this were not the State of temporal Things, 
yet that one Thought of Solomon that he muſt leave 
them, makes good the Charge of Vanity and Vexa- 
tion; And the contrary is that which compleats 
Heaven; namely, that it is eternal. 


I wiir cloſe this Chapter here; 1 
Exhortation, to labour after Deliverance from Sin. 
How many and powerful Motives have we to it? 
Would we free ourſelves from the Evils of this 
Life? Let us dam up the Source of them, which is 
Sin. Would we perfect and accompliſh our Na- 
tures with excellent Qualities ? It is Righteouſneſs 
wherein conſiſts the Image of Gop, and Participa- 
tion of the Divine Nature: It is the cleanſing w 
ſelves all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Sjirit, 4 
the 2 Holineſs in 4 Fear of Gop, that muſt 
transform us from Glory to Glory, Would we be 
Maſters of the moſt glorious Fortunes? It is Righ- 


teouſneſs that will make -us Heirs of Gop, and 
Foint- Heirs with Chriſt: It is Conqueſt of our Sins, 
and the abounding in good Works, that will make 
us rich towards GoD, and lay up for us a good Foun- 


dation for the Life to come. Are we ambitious of 
| Honour ? 
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Honour ? Let us free ourſelves from the Servitude 
of Sin: It is Virtue only, that is truly honourable: 
And nothing ſurely can entitle us to fo noble a 
Relation; for this allies us to Gop. For, as our 
Saviour ſpeaks,. they anly are the Children of Abra- 
ham, who do the Works of Abraham ; the Children 
of God, who do the Works of God. Theſe are 
they, who are born again; not of the Will of the 
Fleſh, or of the Will of Man; but of Gop. Theſe 
are they, who are incorporated into the Body of 


ri; and being ruled and animated by his Spirit, 


are entitled to all the bleſſed Effects of his Merit 
and Interceſſiun. "Theſe are they, in a Word, 
who have overcome, and will, one Day, fit down 
with Chriſt in bit Throne; even as He all o overcame, 


and is ſet down with his Father in his Throne, Rev: 


iii, 21. Good Gop, how abſurd and perverſe our 
Defires and Projects are! We complain of the E- 
vils of the World; and yet we hug the Cauſes of 
them, and cheriſh thoſe Vices, whoſe fatal Wombs 
are ever big with numerous and intolerable Plagues. 
We fear Death, and would get rid of this Fear; 
not by diſarming, but ſharpening its Sting; not by 
ſubduing, but forgetting it. We love Wealth and 
Treaſure; but it is that which is temporal, not 
eternal. Me receive Honour one of another ; but we 
feek nat that which comes from Gob only. But it is 
Chriſtian Liberty that makes us truly great, and 
truly glorious: For this alone renders us ſerviceable 
to others, and eaſy to ourſelves; Benefactors to the 
World, and delightſome at Home: It is Chriſtian 
Liberty makes us truly proſperous, truly fortunate; 
decauſe it makes us truly happy,” filling us with Foy 
and Peace, and making us abound in Hope, through 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. | | 
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CHAP. IV. 


UnrRuITFULNESS, 45 it conſiſts in Idleneſs. 
Confiderations to deter Men from it. 


FRVITEULNESS is a fit Subject to conclude 
a Diſcourſe of Liberty with. It may beſt 
be underſtood by comparing it with a State 
of Wickedneſs : From which, as it is uſually diſlin- 
guiſhed in the Notion of the Vulgar, ſo does it 
really differ on many Accounts. T he one fergets 
Cop, the other contemns Him; the one has no 
Reliſh of that which is Good, the other finds too 
— Guſt in that which is Reil; the one makes 
us by Enemies, the other Strangers to 
Gop. In tort, there is little Doubt to * made, 
that the Omiſſion of a Duty, and the Commiſſion 
of a Crime, Lukewarmne Is that which is Good, 
and Eagerneſs in that which is Evil, may, and ge- 
netally do. differ in the Degrees of Guilt: Fron 
hence it is (the Sinner being always a partial Judge 
of himſelf) that it is not unuſual for many, who 
ſeem to have ſome Abborrence of Wickednels, to 
— from apprehending much Evil in Unfruit- 
This is a fatal Error; it fruſtrates the 
gre: Deſign of Rego eligion, and robs it of its truck 
Honour, Works. For what can Religion 
by that Man, who retains nothing of it but 
the rw gre Form and Profeſſion, and dares promile 
himſelf not only Impunity, but a Heaven, in a 
uſeleſs and unprofitable Life ? 


Un- 
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UNFRUITFULNESS, if more particularly en- 
uired into, conſiſts in two Things, a Neglect of 
Þuty, or a lifeleſs and unprofitable Performance 
of it. The former I will call Jalengſs, the latter 
Lukewarmneſs; and treat of each in order. | 


Sect. 1. Or [dleneſs. The Omiſſion of a Duty 
may be either habitual, or occaſional and aceiden- 
tal: And accordingly the Caſe of Omiſſion may be 
very different. 


1. AN habitual Omiſſion of Duty cannot conſiſt 
with Sincerity. A general Neglect of Duty defeats 
the main End of Religion, which is to honour 
God, adorn our holy Profeſſion, and promote the 
Good of human Society; all which can never be 
attained but by following after Righteouſneſs, and 
abounding in the Fruits of it. By this Rule, an 
idle, though innocent Life, muſt neceflarily be ac- 
counted irrcligious and vicious. He who does not 
pray, nor meditate, nor purſue any End of Charity, 
though he be othewiſe blameleſs in his Life, yet 
becauſe he does not work Righteouſneſs, becauſe 
he is ſo far from imitating the Zeal of the Bleſſed 

Look rg; Fay he not be looked I__ A 

iſciple of „ but an Alien and a er. 
He whaſe Lil is ſpent in Vanity or Drudgery, in 
Pleaſure or Buſineſs; though his Pleaſure be not 
impure, nor his Buſineſs unjuſt, yet is he, before 
Gop, 2 Criminal, becauſe unprofitable: He has 
received the Grace of God in vain; the Light of 
the Goſpel has riſen upon him in vain; and he has 
ſerved no Intereſt of Virtue or Religion in his Ge- 
neration; and therefore he will be excluded Heaven, 
with the /lothful Servant, who bid his Maſter's Ta- 
lent in a Napkin. Wako! 


2. This 
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2. Tux Caſe of an accidental or occaſional O- 


miſſion of Duty, is different from this. An oc- 


caſional Omiſſion may be, not only lawful, but 


neceflary ; but the Neglect of Duty never can be 


either. A ſingle Omiſſion, wherever there is ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for it, can neither grieve the Spirit, 
nor fruſtrate the Deſign of Religion; nor conſe- 
quently imply any Corruption in the Heart. But 
then. we muſt take C MS | 


IJ, THAT our Omiſſion be not frequent. We 
muſt always have Regard in this Matter of Duty, 
to the great End of its Injunction: We muſt take 
Care that our Omiſſions be not ſo often, that ei- 
ther the Honour of our Religion, or the Welfare 
of our Neighbour, ſuffer by it. Nor muſt we fo 
often-omit Prayers, Reading, the Sacrament, and 
the like, as thereby to abate, or much leſs extin- 
guiſh, our ſpiritual Fervour. Omiſſion of Duty, 
often repeated, breeds a Kind of Lukewarmneſs ; 
end Lukewarmneſs ſoon paſſes into Coldneſs; and 
this often ends in a reprobate Mind, and an utter 
Averſion for Religion. ern! 


- 2dy, We muſt endeavour ſome Way or other 


to compenſate the Omiſſion of a Duty; to ſupply 


by ſhort Ejaculations, what we have been ſorced 
to retrench from regular Prayer. And he that 
watches for Opportunities, either of Improvement, 
or doing Good, will never have Reaſon to complain 
of the Want of them: Gop will put into his Hands 
either the one or the other; and for the Choice, he 
cannot do better than follow God's. 


- , A $INGLE Omiſſion muſt never 

from a ſinful Motive; from a Love of the World, 

or Indulgence to the Body ; Neceflity or Charity is 

the only juſt Apology for it. Inſtrumental 2 po- 
ve 
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fitive Duties may give Way to moral ones; the 
Religion of the Means, to the Religion of the End; 
and in moral Duties, the leſs may give Way to the 
greater. But Duty muſt never give Way to Sin, 
nor Religion to Intereſt or Plcaſure. | 


HavinG thus briefly given an Account, what 
Omiſſion of Duty is, and what is not ſinful. I 
will propoſe. ſome Conſiderations, to deter Men 
ſrom itz and ſuch Advice as may be the beſt Guard 


againſt it, | 

1. Tus firſt Thing I would have every one lay 
to Heart is, That "Ko of Idleneſs is a State of 
damnable Sin. Idleneſs is directly repugnant to the 
great Ends of Gop, both in our Creation and Re- 
demption. As to our Creation: Can we imagine, 


that GoD, who created not any Thing but for ſome 
excellent End, ſhould create Man for none, or for 


a filly one? The Spirit within us, is an active 


Principle; our rational Faculties qualify us for do- 
ing Good ; this is the proper Work of Reaſon, the 
moſt natural Pleaſure of a rational Soul. Who can 
think now, that our wiſe Creator lighted this Can- 
dle within us, that we might ſtifle it by Negligence 
and Idleneſs? That He contrived and deſtined ſuch 


a Mind, to ſquander its Talents in Vanity and Im- 


pertinence? As to our Redemption, it is evident 
both what the n of it is, and how , oppolite 
Idleneſs is to it. i/t gave Himſelf for us, to r 
deem us from all Iniguity; and to 77 to Himſelf 
a peculiar People zealous of good Works, Tit. ii. 75 
And this js what our Regeneration aims at: V. 
are Gop's e created in Chriſt Jeſus un- 
to good Works, which Gon has before ordained that 


we ſhould walk in them, Eph. ii. 10. How little 
then can a uſeleſs and barren Life anſwer. the Ex- 
pectations of Gop? What a miſerable Return muſt 
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it be to the Blood of his Son; and how utterly muſt 
it diſappoint all the Purpoſes of his Spirit? 


Bor what Need I argue further? The Truth I 
contend for is the expreſs and conſtant Doctrine of 
the Scripture: Are not dlere/s and Fulne/s of Bread 
reckoned amongſt the Sins of Sodom? What means 
the Sentence againſt the barren Fig-Tree, but the 
Deſtruction and Damnation of the Idle and the 
Sluggith? The Indignation of Gop is not enkindled 
againſt the Barrenneſs of Trees, but Men. Wha 
can be plainer than the Condemnation of the unpro- 
fitable 1 who periſhed becauſe he had not 
improved his Talent, Matt. xxv. 38. And how 
frequently does the Apoſtle declare himſelf againſt 
the Idle and Diſarderiy? And all this proceeds upon 
. Grounds; Our Lox D was an Example of 
Virtue, as well as Inocence; and He did not only 
refrain from doing Evil, but He went about daing 
Good. We can never fatisfy the Intention of Di- 
vine Precepts by negative Righteouſneſs: When 
Gob prohibits the Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 
He enjoins the perfecting Holineſs in his Fear: When 
He forbids us to do Evil, He at the ſame Time pre- 
Tribes the learning to do well, What need I mul. 
'multiply Words? Idleneſs is a flat Contradiction to 
Faith, Hope, Charity ; to Fear, Vigilance, Mor- 
tification ; and therefore muſt be a damning Sin: 
"Theſe are all active and vigorous Principles; but 
Idleneſs enfeebles and diſ-ſpirits, manacles and fet- 
ters us: Theſe are pure, ſtrict, and felf-denying 
Principles; but Idleneſs is ſoſt and indulgent: 
Thefe conquer the World and the Body, raiſe and 
exalt the Mind ; but Idleneſs is far from —_— 
a Thing that is good; it pampers the Body, a 

efteminates the Mind; and finally, whatever Inno- 
cence or Inoffenſiveneſs it may pretend to, it does 
not only terminate in Sin, but has its 92 
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from it; from Stupidity and Ignorance, from Va- 
nity and Levity, from Softneſs and Senſuality. 


2. Nxxr after the Nature, the Conſequences of 
Idleneſs are to be conſidered 3 and if it be taken in 
the utmoſt Latitude, there is ſcarce any Sin which 
is more juſtly liable to ſo many tragical Accuſations; 
for it is the — of Diſhonour and Poverty, and 


of moſt of the Sins and Calamities of this Life. 


Bur at preſent I view it only as it is drawn with 
a half Face, and that the much leſs deformed of 
the Two: I conſider it here as pretending to Inno- 
cence ; and flattering itſelf with the Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs: And yet even thus, ſuppoſing it as harm- 
leſs as it can be, yet ſtill theſe will be the miſerable - 
Effects of it: It will 10b Religion, and the World, 
of the Service due to both: It will bereave us of the 
Pleaſure of Life, and the Comfort of Death ; and 
ſend us down at laſt to a curſed Enemy. For 
where are the Virtues that ſhould maintain the 
Order and Beauty of human Society ; that ſhould 
relieve and -redreſs the Miſeries of the World? 
Where are the Virtues that ſhould vindicate the 
Honour of Religion, and demonſtrate its Divinity 
as effectually as Predictions or Miracles do? Where 
are the bright Examples that ſhould convert the un- 
believin Part of Mankind, and inflame the be- 
lieving Part with a generous Emulation ? Certainly 
the lazy Chriſtian, the ſlothful Servant, can pre- 
tend to nothing of this Kind. As to the Pleaſure 
of Life, if pure and ſpiritual, it is eaſy to diſcern 
from what Fountains it muſt be drawn, Nothing 
but Poverty of Spirit can procure our Peace, no- 
thing but Purity. of Heart our Pleaſure. But ah ! 
how far are the Idle from theſe Virtues? Faith, 
Hope, and Love, are the Seeds of them: Victories 
and Triumphs, Devotion, Alms, and good W * 
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the Fruits of them. But what a Stranger to theſe 
is the Drone and Sluggard ? Then for the Comfort 
of Death : He that ſees nothing but a vaſt Wilder- 
neſs behind him, will ſcarcely, Jike the [ſraelites, ſee 
a Canaan before him. When theConſcience enquires 
after the Effects of the Word, and the Spirit, and 
the Blood of Jet, and can diſcover in all the 
Paths of Life, no Tracks of any Thing but Fan 
and Fortune, Humour and Indulgence; how wi 
it ſhrink, and faint, and tremble! What melan- 
choly Doubts will damp and choak its Hope! And 
how can it be otherwiſe? We know every Man 
ſhall receive according to what he has done in the 
Body: Gop will judge every Man according to his 
Works : What then muſt become of him who has 
none to ſhew? If Immortality and Glory, if Life 
and Peace, be the Reward of Hl! doing, nay, of 
patient Continuance in Well-doing, what will becorhie 
of the Drowſy, the Supine, the Careleſs, and the 
Sluggiſh, who. have flept, and fool'd, and trifled 


away Life ? 


3. I MIGHT aggravate the Guilt of Idleneſs, by 
taking an Eſtimate of the Talents it waſtes, the 
Obligations it lights, and the Hopes it forfeits. 
I might render Man more apprehenſive of falling 
into it, by obſerving how generally it prevails; 
which is a plain Proof, either of the Strength of the 
Temptation, or of our Propenfion ; either that 
there is I know not what ſecret Magick in the Sin, 
or elſe that the Cheat it impoſes upon the World is 
a very dextrous one. But I have faid enough; and 
'where the former Confiderations fail, theſe will 
hardly ſucced: Therefore I will now paſs on from 
Arguments, to Advice; which was the next Thing 
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Ax here my Advice * 1 2 to we 
Sorts of Perſons, -, 


Firſt, To forks 10 276 bor to plentiful or com- 
roy Fortunes. 1 +» 


14 
if; nes — their own, or 
to provide. for the Support and Maintenance of 
themſelves. and their. Families, by their indublry i in 
ſome Calling or Profeſſion. 


To the former the beſt Diredions I can givey 
are theſe: % "1 f þ 


1. Hx that is Maſter of his Time, ought to de- 
vote. the more to. Religion: Te whom Gop hath 
given much, of him much will 1 . Nor has 
ſuch an one any Excuſe leſt, either for Omiſſion, 
or a haſty and curſory Performance of Duty, but 
one, one that will increaſe his Guilt, . e. Lazi- 
neſs, Pleaſure, or ſome Sin or other. Such an one 
therefore ought. to be diligent in frequenting; the 
publick Aſſemblies of the Church; his Attendance 
upon Prayer, Sacraments, Sermons, muſt be ſuch 
as becomes a Man who ſeems born not to provide 
for Life, but only to live, only to improve and 
enjoy Life, and carry on the nobler Deſigns of it; 
and as becomes a Man whoſe good or ill Example 
is of ſuch vaſt Importance to Religion. Nor muſt 
ſuch an one's Attendance on the Publick, excuſe 
him from the religious Offices of the Cloſet, or his 
Family; he ought to abound in each; He may be 
more frequent in Meditation and Prayer, in Read 
ing and Inſtruction, and ene with 4 more 


2 Pzxsons of 3 ought to be * 3 in 
the Choice of Friends. Converſation is not always 
Vox. XLI, F a Loſs, 
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a Loſs, but ſometimes'a Gain of Time: We often 
.need to have our Fo Ineſs relieved, our Drow- 
ſineſs awakened” by the Diſcourſes of our Friends. 
If Diſcourſe were gen :ſeaſon'd with Grace, 
Converſation would be greateſt Bleffirig : If 
with Senſe and Reaſon, Innocence and Prudence, 
it would be the moſt agreeable Entertainment of 
Life. But how miſchievous is the — 4 
which inſects us with Vanity and Li "of 
rit, which ſhews us nothing but à paudy Ou te 
__ — frothy Soul! whoſe Example binds Men in 
10 be fooliſh, and makes Confidence, mi 
a Vice And Loſs of Time, a Faſhion. . 


kr el wiſhed; tide" Peron bf Rink, 
were ever bred up oc rage to ſomething that 
_— inds, ſomething that mi 
employ Life, without incumbring mY And " 
alas | what need I wiſh this? How many exc — 
ities are neceſſary to render a Gentleman wor- 
thy of ihe Station where Ge has placed him? Let 
him purſoe theſe- How many are the Les 
how the Duties ts which à Chriſtian is obli- 
ged? Let him. attend theſe. There is a great deal 
| — er a — ſband, 
a ather, a n, 2 ood eighbour, a 
rot vr — * „and an ex- 
- cellent Friend; and yet there are many other Re- 
lations: beſides theſe. © In a Word, there is no 
Man, who, when he ſhall appear before Gov, 
will not be found to have omitted many Duties, 
and to have performed many others with leſs Care 
and Diligence than he ought ; and, — — an 
one cannot complain for Want 
L doubt rather, that whoever takes à juſt — 
Things, will have Reaſon to — 4 that Life 
is ſhorty and our Work great: That jet us uſe all 
1 be us ſrugal of our Time 
7 edn 4 + V - 
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25.we. will; we arrive much ſooner at the Maturity 
of Years, than of Knowledge and Virtue. 


As to ſuch as are engaged in a Proſaſſion, I have 
particularly conſidered their State in ſeveral P 


and find little to add here, but only to mind them 


that they may be guilty of Idleneſs too; that their 
Idleneſs is the omen the leſs Temptation 
they have to it. They, may neglect the Duties of 


their Calling: and if they be negligent in their tem- 


ral Concern, it is not to be expected that t 
ſhould be more induftriqus about their A0 
They may again ſuffer the Cares of this Life to 
thruſt out thoſe of another; and then they are truly 
idle and ſlathſul Servants to Gab, how induſtrious 
locver they are to the World: For Life is — 
waſted, if it makes not Proviſion for Eternity; ar 
it matters little, whether it be in Pleaſure or in 
Drudgery. x 3» ++ F 
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Es1Des' thoſe who are unprofitable, becauſe 
they neglect the Duties of Religion; there's 
. - another Sort of Men, who at the laſt Day 
will fall under the ſame Condemuation; not be- 
cauſe their Performance of them is cold and formal: 
Men who make a fair Appearance of Religion, and 
jet have no in ward ſpiritual Liſe: Men, ho ge- 
nerally obſerve the external Duties, but with ſuch 
ladifference and Lukewnrmooly, that they 2 
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neither acceptable to Gop, nor uſeful to them. 
ſelves. a * 1 en e361 


Tuis State of Deadneſs may be conſidered either 
more generally, as it runs through the whole Courſe 
of our Lives and Actions; or more particularly, in 
this or that Inſtance of Religion. 
nose e 677 or it®- 71 


I. Wurs it is ſo genera), that the Bent and 
Courſe of our Lives is, for Want of Reliſh of the 
Things of Gon, perverted and depraved; when 
we have no Deſigns, drive on po Ends, that are 
fuitable to he . of our Nature, to'the Holi- 
nefs of our Profeffion, and to the manifeſt Obliga- 
tions of God; when we have no Joys or Pleaſures, 
no Thirſts or Appetites, that truly become a Chri- 
ſtian; when we make no Progreſs, no Advance 
towards our great End: I think we may then bold- 
conclude, that this is a State of Carnality and 
ath : And that this Want of Reliſh in the gene- 

al Courſe of our Lives, proceeds from Want of 
aith. Whoever therefofe finds this general Stu- 
pidity in the Courſe of his Life, let him not flatter 
himſelf in the Performance of any of the Duties of 
Religion : He has a corrupt, carnal, and blind 
Heart; his Performances not from true 
Principles; they are as different from the Perfor- 
mances of a Man truly regenerate, as the Compli- 
ments of a well-bred Acquaintance, from the ſub- 
Nantial Offices of a ſincere Friend. Nor can any 
Man, who will take the leaſt Pains to examine 
himſelf, be ignorant of the Condition of his Sou], 
if this be it. For whoever will act honeſtly and 
impartially, ought not to paſs a Sentence of Abſo- 
lution on himſelf,” upon the bare Performance of 
ſome inſtrumental Duties of Religion; but he ought 
to enquire, Ny, What Virtues he practiſes, which 


Put him upon Expence, Hazard, » 
— . ; :, Works 
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Works of Dew or Charity he, 
Proportion r to his Ability. 
ought to conſt 


gious — — whether he ſeek. the 
Honaur o God, the Welfare of Man, and his 
own Improvement and Growth in Goodneſs ; or 
whether he does this to acquit himſelf . 4 
Taſk, and diſcharge himſelf of what he takes ſor a 
Duty, though he no Pleaſure, no Advantage 
in it. Thiraly, He muſt reflect upon the Frame 
and Temper of his Mind, in Re to theſe 
Duties; what Hunger and Thirſt he has for Righ- 
teouſneſs; what Warmth or Earneſtneſs of Mind 
accompanies his Performances; what Peace and 
Pleaſure his Reflection on them; or whether Reli- 
ion be not a Burden to him, or ſomethi dich 
Loom only reconciles him. Lofty, Ne 
examine what Influence his religious Perf Ormances 
have upon him. Prayer, Hearing, Reading, and 
ſuch like Duties, naturally — oo to enlighten the 
** rify the Heart, increaſe our Love, ſtreng- 
— Faith, and confirm our Hope; and there- 
— where this is not the Effect of them, we may 
conclude, x. gi 2 not diſcharged in that Man- 
ner they ought. He therefore that will examine 
himſelf aright, muſt not Aſk himſelf how often he 
reads, wt often he hears, and then-reſt —— but 
he muſt aſk himſelf what Effect theſe F 
have had upon his Mind; which he will ſoon an a. 
cern, if he demand of himſelf, what the Bent and 
Scope of his Life is; how much he advances in the 
Conqueſt of any Vice, and the Attainment of any 
Virtue; what he loves, or what he hates; what 
Efteem.be has for the Things of Gap, and what 
ſor the Things of Men? And, in a Word, howhe 
Righteouſneſa; and. how he 
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2. Lux EzwARMuNEss may be conſidered more 
particularly, as it diſcovers itſelf in the Perform- 
ance of this or that Duty; in Hearing, Reading, 
Prayer, and Participation of the Lord's Supper. 
Now it is certain there is a Deadneſs in'theſe Du- 
ties, which proceeds from a carnal and unſanctified 
Heart, and is a plain 8 m of a State of Sin: 
And yet it is too common, that they who are ſub- 
jet to it, make little Reflection upon it, and are 
little concerned for it. But what ſurprizes me 
moſt is, that ſome of Repute have taught, that 
the ſeeking Spiritual Pleaſure in Prayer, is an Ene- 
my to Perfection; that Heat and Ardor of Spirit 
in Prayer, does often happen te the weakeſt Chri- 
ſtians; and very ſeldom to the Perfect. But my 
Buſineſs not being to combat the Opinions of 
Men, but to advance Truths in the moſt chari- 
table and effectual Manner I can : Without taking 
Notice of the Motives or Reaſons which have 
biaſſed any on this Subject, I will lay down two 
or three Propohtigns, which will clear this Mat- 


1. Trtn, Lifelefineſs or Lukewarmneſs in 
theſe Duties muſt nevet be conſtant, There is 2 
vaſt Difference between habitual and accidental 
Coldneſs in Duty; the former is the Symptom of 
worldly, carnal, and unregenerate Minds; but 
not the latter. Many -are the Accidents which 
indiſpoſe the Body; many are the Things which 
diſtract and clog the Mind; therefore our Devo- 
tion will never be fo conſtant and uniform, but 
that it will have its Interruptions and Alloys; 
and Dulnefs and Lifelefineſs will ſometimes ſeize 
upon Teal Chriſtians, But then, if this ſpiritual 
Deadneſs in religious Exerciſes be fired, conſtant 
and habitual, it muſt needs be a Proof of 2 cor- 
rupt Mind: For it is impoſſible that there * 
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be a true Principle of Grace within, which ſhould 
never, or rarely, ſhew itſelf in the Fervency of 
our Devotion. How is it poſſible, that that Man, 
who is generally flight and ſuperficial in his Con- 
feſſion, ſhould have a true Compunction, and ſin- 
cere Contrition for Sins? How is it that he, who 
is generally indifferent, formal, and cold in his 
Petitions, ſhould have a juſt Senſe either of his 
Wants or Dargers, or a true Value for the Grace 
and Favour of Gop? The Sum is, Deadneſs in 
Duty is either general or rare, common or acci- 
dental: If it befalls us commonly, it is an Argu- 
ment of an unregenerate Heart; if rarely, it is 
not. But if the Returns of Liſe and Deadneſs in 
Duty be ſo frequent that it is impoſſible to deter- 
mine whether the one or the other prevail moſt; 
then it is plain that the State alſo of ſuch a Man 
is very dubious. _ © | 77 | 


2. Dur muſt never be without Seriouſnefs 
and Concern, tho' it may be defective in the De- 
grees of Love and Ardency. Thus in Prayer, the 
Fendernefs and Contrition of the Soul, diſſolved in 
Love and Sorrow, is a Frame of Spirit much 
above what the Penitent commonly arrives at. 
But an Averſion for Sin, a firm Reſolution to for- 
fake it, and a hearty Deſire by the Grace of Gop 
ſo to do, is what he muſt not want. 80 again, 
Joy and Tranſport, Ardor and Exultancy of Mind, 
is the Effect of a clear Underſtanding, an aſſured 
Conſcience, an Heart enflamed with e, and a 
ſtrict Life: Whoever therefore falls ſhort in the 
one, will generally fall ſhort in the other. But 
ev Chriftian, is truly fuch, muſt have a 
true Senſe of his Wants, a hearty Defire to pleaſe 
God, a true Notion of his'Goodnefs, and a ſtea 
Dependence upon it through Chriff. And the 
Things are ſufficient to -unite our — . 
| ; Ps 


68 5 Engpizy N 
Lips in the {ame Petitions; to make us in Earneſt 
CE ts me” n to iu 
tend the main End of them. 


3. Tux Prayer of the perfet Man is 
offered up with the tendereſt and m 
Paſſion 5 —— a holy Pleaſure mingles ifelf i wow eve- 
ry Part of bis Office: His Petitions and Praiſes, 
his Confeſſions, Deprecations and Confidences, 

are all of them Expreſſions of warm and delight 
Paſſions. And how can we well., conceive it other- 
wiſe? Muſt not 'thoſe Praiſes be full of Joy and 
Tranſport, Which flow from ,a full Aſſurance of 
the Divine (Favour, from a long Experience di 
his Love, and ſrom the glatious Proſpect of a 
bleſſed Eternity? Can thoſe Deprecations and 
Confidences want a heavenly Calm and IJ ranqui- 
lity of Spirit, which reſt upon the Mediation of 
Jes8vs, the Promiſes of an — Gop, and 
the Pledge of his Spirit? Can thoſe Confeſſions 
Want Contrition, that have all the Tenderne6 
that holy Zeal, and the humbleſt Reflections can 
inſpire them with? Which are poured forth by a 
Soul enlightened, purified, and Foun in Faith, 
rooted and grounded in Love; b ul conſe- 
quently that has the livelieſt of the Defor- 
mity and Danger of Sin, of the Beauty and Plea- 
ſure of Holineſs, of the infinite Goodneſs of Gon, 
And of that Love of Chriſi that paſſeth Know- 
Can, ſmally, thoſe Petitions want Deſire 
Flame, which are offered up by à Soul that 
rs,and thirſts 1 hteouſneſs, that counts 
but Dung and Droſs in Compariſon of 
— pants after Gon, that longs to be 
— * — and to be with Chi It is Og 
gnity of Matter, Gravity and Significan 
of * are the Character moſt — a 
n eee in the beſt and neſt ancient 


Prayers; 
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Prayers; and particularly in the Loxp's Prayer. 
We find in them few or no Figures of Speech, 
no Vehemence of Expreſſion. But it is true too, 
that the Devotion of a Soul diſengaged, as it were, 
from the Body, retired from the World, collect- 


ed within itſelf, raiſed by daily Contemplation, 


and accuſtomed to converſe with Heaven, flows 
naturally and eaſily. Thoſe great Ideas, which 
ſuch a Prayer as that of our Lokp's Compoſure 
preſent to the Mind, inflame the Defire, awaken 
all the Paſſions of the holy Man, without any La- 
bour of Imagination, or Artihce of Words. 


Tuvus have I conſidered the Nature of Luke- 
warmneſs; and ſhewed how far the perfet Man 
is removed from it. My next Buſineſs is, to per- 
fuade and exhort Men to quit it, and become fin- 


cere and zealous. — muſt firſt take Notice 


by the Way, that beſides Idleneſs and Luke- 
warmneſs, there is ſometimes a third Cauſe of 
Unfruitfulneſs, which deſerves never to be ſlight- 
ed; that is, Fickleneſs, Unſteadineſs and Incon- 
ſtancy. Many there are, who often propoſe and 
reſolve t Matters, but never bring forth 

Ftuit to Perfection: What they build one Day, 
throw down another. They put on as many 
various moral Forms, as Proteus in the Poets does 


natural ones; ſometimes they are in a Fit of Zeal, 


at- other Times nothing but Coldneſs and bare 


Form ; ſometimes they are in the Camp of Vir- 


tue; | ſometimes in that of Vice. In a Word, 
they halt, like the I/raelites, between Gon and 
Baal; and are divided between a Senſe of Duty 
and the Love of the World and the Body; 

tween the Checks of Conſcience on the one Hand, 
and ſome fooliſh Inclinations on the other. This 


State I have had an Eye to very often, nor ſhatt 
| Tforgetit here; but ſhall propoſe ſuch a Method 


for 
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for the Cure of Lukewarmneſs, as may be alſo of 
good Uſe to all ſuch as fall ſhort of the main End 
of Religion, being not thoroughly.changed, /but 
are only almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians ; And 
anly not altogether ſo far from the Kingdom of 
Heaven as others. This being premiſed. 


I. I wiLL enquire into the Cauſes from whence 
Lukewarmneſs, and all abortive Attempts after 
Virtue flow. 2. I will ſhew the Folly, Guilt, 
and Danger of a Zaodicean State. 


1. Taz Cauſes are generally four. 


1. Mew finding themſelves under great Dif- 
ies in caming up to Holineſs, in the true 
genuine and Goſpel- notion af it, have endeavour- 
ed to enlarge the Way, and widen the Gate that 
leads te Life ; and have therefore formed to thery- 
ſelves more ſoft and pliant Notions of Vice end 
Virtue : Such as may be more eaſily pccommoda- 
ted, either to their particular Inclinations, or 19 
the Faſhions of the World, than thaſe of Ghref 
and the Apoſtles can. Hence it is, that among 
ſuch as pretend to ſome Religion, Humility, Po- 
verty of Spirit, Self-denial, Abſtinence and Mor- 
thcation,” are fo far from being wiible in their 
aRice, that we ſeem to have almoſt Joſt the 
Nation of them. And che Pride of Life, the Luſt 
of the Eyes, are ſo univerſal,” that tho“ we know, 
that thoſe in St. Jabs are the Names of Vices, 
we. ſearce know what the Things themſelves are. 
We have confounded the Bounds of Vice and 
Virtue; and ſuch are the | Freedoms, I will not 
ſay of thoſe who profeſs Debs » but Chri- 
ſhanity, that if they be conſiſtent with the SanRi- 
2 and Purity of the Goſpel, it will be hard to 

ine what Excess is. In a Word, how many 

are 
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are there, who making Profeſſion of living by 
Faith, and looking for the bleſſed Hope, and the 
glorions Reſutrection of Chri/t, do yet live, as if 
all the Bufioefs of Life were to get and enjoy as 
much of this Life as they can; who profeffing 
themſelves the Diſciples of Chrift, whoſe” Heatt 
was lowly, his Fortune mean, and his Appear- 
ance humble, do yet lay out their Time, their 
Labour, their Wealth on this, to make a Shew, 
and Figure in the World? And, as our Indul- 
gence to ourſelves in theſe Things, which relate 
to the Pride and Vanity of Life, and the Eafe and 
Appetites of the „is very great; ſo on the 
ſame Ground, and the ſame Reaſon, is our 
Zeal for the Intereſt of Virtue, and the Honour of 
Gop, very faint and remiſs. Converſation has 
very little Grace in it; and we are ſo far from 
being reſolute and induftrious to awe or ſhame 
Vice, that we ourſelves ſhould be almoſt out of 
Countenance, if we ſhould be obſerved to pay any 
particular Reſpect to Religion in Company. 


I is true indeed, theſe T am ſpeaking of gene- 
rally frequent the Houſe of GoÞ ; and they fit be- 
fore Him as his Ppley and delight to hear his 
Wird: But ſo did the Jews, when Gop tells 
them, in the Prophet Zzet. xxxiii. 31. That their 
— went after their Covetouſneſs : And in the 
Prophet 7/aiah we have but an odd Character of 
the Morals of theſe People; of whom Gov faith, 
Yet they eek Me dai , and delight to know my Ways. 
Now though thoſe I ſpeak af may not be charge- 
able with open Wickedneſfs, yet I am afraid, that 
even in this Duty _ but promote the Impoſture 
they put upon themſelves ;, and make their Dili- 
pence in this Point miniſter to quiet their Conſci- 


ences in their Laxdicean State; for it were eaſy to 


Prove that ſuch as theſe do more 6 
<4 b e 


and Fancy, or an Appearance of 
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the Entertainment of the Ear, than the Reforma- 
tion of the Heart. And we may ſay of Preachers 
now, as Gob did of Ezekiel; And þ, thou art un- 
to them as a lovely Song of ane that has a very plea- 
ant Voice, Ezek. xxxiii. 32. The Muſick of the 
Voice, the Gracefulneſs of Delivery, a Flow. of 
Words, the Surprize of Novelty Notion, the 
Beauty of Sentences, and the Sparkling of Wit 

3 Theſe 
are, I doubt, too often the Things that draw to- 
gether and charm an Auditory: And ſo all are 
2 but none converted; for who ſweats or 
bluſhes, who trembles or grows pale at theſe Ser- 
mons? Who goes away from them wounded, or 
ſtruck through, ſerious and penſive, full of pious 
Fears and devout Deſires? ik ah 


2. A LAODICEAN State ſprings from Sloth and 
Cowardice, or the Want of a thorough and well- 
grounded Reſolution. This was one Cauſe of the 
ſraelites Fluctuation; they were indeed defirous 
of Canaan, but were not forward to purchaſe it by 
tedious Marches, hazardous, Encounters, and the 
Hardſhip of Hunger and Thirſt : They ever. and 
anon preferred the Servitude of Zgypt, with Secu- 
rity and Fulneſs, before Canaen on theſe Terms. 
And thus it is, this Day, with Chriitians of a 
Laodician Spirit, and a doubtful ſtaggering Allegi- 
ance. An Heaven they would have, but would 
not purchaſe it at too dear a Rate; they would be 
accounted Diſciples of Chr, and ſhare in the 
Merits of his Sufferings, but they would not take 
up his Croſs, and follow Him. But, alas 1/rae{ 
might as well have gained their Liberty without 
Ran, out of Egypt, or Canaan without T ravel and 
Hardſhip, as theſe, Virtue and Heaven, without 
Watchfulneſs and Induſtry : We may as well hope 


to ſupport and increaſe the Health and. * 
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of the Body, without Food or Exerciſe, as that of 
the Soul without Meditation and Prayer: We 
may as ſoon conquer our Enemies without Diſci- 
pline, Expence, and Blows, as maſter our Cor- 
ruptions without ſpiritual Watchfulneſs, Travail, 
or Contention. There is indeed Force enough in 
the Word of Gop to purify the ker! we 
would but ſerioufly read and meditate it: | 
Grace of the Spirit is ſufficient. to our 
Corruptions, and en and ſtabliſh us in 
Faith and Obedience, if we did but earneſtly and 
frequently pray for it, and cheriſh. and improve it 
when obtained. £1 


Tux Means which Gop has preſcribed are un- 
doubtedly proper and ſuitable, powerful and ef- 
fectual to the Attainment, Preſervation, and In- 
creaſe of Holineſs; and all his Ordinances have a 
divine Energy in them, if they be but duly and con- 
ſcientiouſly made Uſe of. But if we do not watch, 
if we do not meditate, if we do not pray, if we 
expoſe ourſelves to à vain and trifling Converſa- 
tion, if we indulge the Body all the Eaſe it is in- 
clined to, and put ourſelves upon no Duties, prac- 
tiſe no Diſcipline that we have any Reluctancy 
for, it is not to be wondered if our Virtue be 
crazy. and ſickly, if our Performances be cold, our 
Faith weak, our Affections low, our Life 
and unprofitable, our Religion deftitute of true 
Pleaſure, and out latter End void of any rational 
Comfort, or well-· grounded Confidence. It is na- 
turally to be expected that the Soul of the Slug- 
gard ſhould be like his Field. Prov. xxiv. 30. 4 
vent by; the Field of the Slothful, and by the Fincgaru 
if the Aan wid of Underſtanding; and Is it was all 
ron over with, „ and Neitles had coverm.the 
Face thereof) and the Stone Wall thereof unt broken 
«on This is one plain Cauſe of our Halting be- 

n tween 
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tween Gop and Baal; namely, our Idleneſs and 
Sloth in Religion, joĩned with Cowardice, which 
moves us to decline all Difficulties, and diſables 
us to make a bold Reſiſtance againſt Tempta- 
tions: But how guilty this muſt render us in the 
Sight of God, it is no Difficulty to gueſs. Is this 
the Zeal, the Revenge of an humble and active 
Penitent ? Is this to redeem the Time, and efface 
the Memory of our paſt Sins and Provocations ? Is 
this the Converſation that becomes the Children 
of the Light and of the Day? Is this our Hunger 
and Tir after Righteouſneſs ? Is this our Am- 
bition, our Paſſion for Heaven? Finally, is it thus 
we requite the Mercies of Gop, and the Love of 
Jeſus, that paſſeth Knowledge? Shall ſuch halt- 
ing Chriſtians as theſe, think ye, ever be judged 
endued with living Faith, who expreſs in the 
whole Tenor of their Lives, ſo much Coldneſs 
and Indifference for their Salvation, which the 
Son of Gop thought worth the purchaſing by ſo 
much Travail, and ſo much Sorrow, fo much 
Shame, and ſo much Blood? 


2. A THIRD Cauſe of our Halting between 
Gop and Baal is ſome Degree of Infidelity. This 
was the Caſe of //rae! too. I would to'Gop it 
were not the State of too many Chriſtians ;/ anc 
that we could not trace our Lukewarmneſs and 
Fickleneſs in Religion back to the ſame Source, 
namely, Infidelity. I wiſh the Proſperity of the 
Wicked do not ſomewhat undermine the Belief of 
a Providence: I wiſh, whatever we talk of 2 
Treaſure in another World, we do not now and 
then think it wiſeſt to have our Portion in this. I 
am afraid, that the Decays and Diſſolutions of 
our Nature in Death, the Rottenneſs and Corrup- 
tion of the Grave, and the Variety of Changes our 
very Duſt undergoes, may tempt us to ſome _ 
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ples about another Life, But however it be in 
theſe Points, I am well aſſured, we often doubt, 
whether Virtue be the true Bleſſedneſs of Life; 
whether there be that Pleaſure in Righteouſneſs 
the Scripture affirms there is. I am confident, the 
Notions of Holineſs, with which the Scripture 
furniſhes us, are often blotted by the Maxims and 
Cuſtoms of the World ; and there is ſcarcely one 
of thoſe, who are Lavodiceans and Trimmers in 
Religion, that do not flatter themſelves, that Gop 
will not be as ſevere as his Threats, and that He 
will receive them into Heaven upon milder- and 
ſofter Terms than the Goſpel propoſes. ' Some 
ſuch Kind of. Infidelity as this muſt poſſeſs the 
Heart, where-ever the Life is ſo infinitely below 
our Proſſeſſion. When the Werd preached doth not 
profit, it is becauſe it-is not mingled with Faith in 
theſe that hear it. If we did truly believe, if we 
faw'the Promiſes of Gop as evident and preſent 
by Faith, it were impoſſible but they muſt move, 
but they muſt enkindle in us another Sort of De- 
fire, and this Defice would ſoon produce another 
Sort of Life. How does a Proſpec of Gain cap- 
tivate the Covetous ? How does the Expectation 
of Pleaſure inflame the Voluptuary? How does 
the Sight of Vanity and Grandeur affect the Proud ? 
And the Hope of Glory fire the Ambitious ? What 
have the Beauty and Pleaſures of Holineſs no At- 
traction ? Has Heaven no Charms in it? Have 
the Favour and Love of Gop, and of Jeſus, no 
Force, no Power in them? Surely we haye not 
the Face to deny, but that the Promiſes of Gon 
are great and precious ones, and if they raiſe no 
Paſſions in us, it muſt not be thro! Want of Ex- 
cellence in them, but Want of Faith in us. And 
then judge you, how acceptable this Kind of In- 
fidelity muſt render us to Go. | 
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4. Tur fourth Fountain of this Unſteadinefs 
and Remiſſneſs in Religion is, ſome Remains of 
Corruptions ; the Pr of ſome vicious Paſ- 
ſion or other. Mens Actions are the plaineſt In- 
dications of their Affections. If the Life looks 
ewo Ways, we need not doubt but that the Heart 
does fo too. This was that made the young Man 
in the Goſpel Ructuate fo long between Gop and 
Mammon; this was the Caſe of Herod, he had 
. no doubt, to the Baptiſt's Reaſons, if he 
ad not been drawn back by the Charms of Here 
dias, And this is the Caſe of every Man who is 
but almeſt a Chriſtian : He is under the Aſcendant 
of ſome filly or vile Luft ; this is that which di- 
miniſheth the Price of Cazaan. 


Wrrnovr Doubt Men would apply themſelves 
more vi fly to ſpiritual Things, were they not 
too fond of the and the Pleafures of it: 
would feck the Ki of Heaven more 
earneſtly, and make a better Proviſion for the 
other World, were they not too much taken with 
this, and therefore too apt to ſet up their Reſt on 
this Side Jordan. Now if this be ſo, What can 
we expect? They only who conquer are crowned; 
they who ſow * leſh and to the World, can 
reap nothing from theſe but Corruption. Theſe 
Kind of Chriſtians, tho“ peradventure they are not 
Slaves to any ſcandalous Lufts, are yet intangled 
by ſome other, not com leſs injurious, 51 not 
to Reputation, yet to Purity of Heart: are 
captivated to * World — Fleſh, dend br 
Chains ſeem better poliſhed, and of a finer Metal: 
Fhey cannot mount upwards, they cannot con- 
quer, being retarded and kept under, if not by 
_ the h of 'Temptation, yet by their own 


Softneſs and Weakneſs ; and the more innocent 
the ObjeQ of any one's Paſſion is, generally the 
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more fatal, becauſe we are the more apt to indulge 
ourſelves in it. . 


Tux Cauſes of Lukewarmneſs being thus point- 
ed out, it is evident what the Cure of it conſiſts 
in, namely, in ſtrengthening our Faith, and in 
compleating our Reformation. I will now en» 
deavour to ſhew, | 55 


1. Tux Folly. 
2. Tux Guilt ; and 
3. Tus Danger of it. 


r. Tus Folly. How reaſonably may I here. 
addreſs myſelf to the Lukewarm in the Words, 
of Elijah to the Iſraelites: How long halt ye be- 
tween two Opinions ? If the Lord be Gon, fol- 
law Him; but if Baal, then {ow him, 1 Kings 
xviii, 21; If you do indeed believe, that your, 
Safety and Happineſs depend upon Gop, then, 
ſerve Him in good Earneſt; but if you think, 
this depends upon the World, the Fleſh, and the, 
Devil, then ſerve theſe. If you really think Vir- 
tue and Religion are the moſt ſolid and ſtable 
Treaſure, then ſtrive ſincerely and vigorouſly to 
poſſeſs yourſelves of them ; but if you really think. 
that the Eaſe and Pleaſure of the Body, Reſpect, 
and Pomp, and State, is the proper Portion, and. 
ſovereign Good of Man, then devote and offer 
up yourſelves to theſe. ' For what a Folly is that 
Life, which will neither procure us the Happineſs 
of this World, nor of another? To what Purpoſe. 
is it to liſten only ſo much to Conſcience, as to 
damp and chill our Pleaſure; and ſo much to 
Pleaſure, as to diſturb the Peace and Repoſe of 
Conſcience? But indeed, the Diſparity is ſo vaſt 

1 be- 
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between Gon and the World, between Religion 
and Senſuality, Covetouſneſs and Ambition; be- 


tween thoſe Hopes and Enjoyments we may reap 
from the one, and thoſe we can fancy in the 


other; that there is no Place ſor doubting what 
Choice we are to make, or to which Side we are 
to adhere ; nay, in this we are more criminal than 


the 4/raclites, being ſelf- condemned. The / 
raelites ſeem to be at a Loſs, whether the Lord 
or Baal were Gop; they doubted under whoſe 
Protection they might thrive beſt. But at this 
Day, whoever believes a Gop, knows very well 
there is none beſides Him. Whatever Paſſion we 
have for the World, and the Things of it; what- 
ever ſpiritual Idolatry we are guilty of, our Opi- 
nions are not yet fo far corrupted, as to attribute 


to them, in ues. any Thing like Divinity. 


Whilſt we dote on Wealth, we at the fame Time 
know that it makes itſelf Wings and flies away; 


whilft on Greatneſs and Power, we know that it 


is but a Piece of empty and toilſome Pagean 

and often the Subject of Miſery and diſmal Trage- 
dies, not incident to a lower State: Whilſt we 
Jote on Pleaſure, we are well aſſured that it is 
4diſhonourable and ſhort, and intermixed with 


nothing here below is able to free our State from 
Calamity, our Mind from Guilt, the Body from 
Death, much leſs the whole Man from a mi- 
ſerable Eternity. In one Word, we know that 
what we admire +5 Vanity, and what we worſhip 
3s indeed an Idol. This being fo, I will inſiſt no 
Tenge on this Topick ; for fince the World bears 
no Competition with Gon in our 'Opinion, tho 
it often rival Him in our Affections, we are not 
to impute the Halting of a Lavdicean Chriſtian to 
any Perſuaſion of Omnipotence or All-ſufficiency, 
or any Thing like Divinity in the Things he dotes 


on, 


Fears, and Shame, and Torment. We know that 
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on, ſerves, and worſhips; but we muſt find out 
ſome other Reaſon of it. And that is generally 
this, we are willing to believe, that our Fondnefs 
for the World, and our Indulgence to the Body, 
is conſiſtent enough with Religion; that it is no 
Provocation to Gon; nor conſequently, Prejudice 
to oure ternal Intereſt. And then it is no Wonder 
if we blend Religion and Senſuality; and ſtand 
divided in our Affections; and conſequently halt 
in our Service between Gop and the World. To 


2. TaaAT this is a great Sin; which is ſuffici- 
ently evident from this ſingle Confideration, that 
it fruſtrates the Efficacy of the Goſpel and the 
$pirit, and entirely defeats the great Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Religion. For, 


1. RELiG10N has no effectual Influence upon 
the Lukewarm; the Goſpel-Works no thorough 
Change in him. The Sinner is not converted inte 
2 Saintz nor human Nature perfected by Participa- 
tion of a Divine. . | E 25990 


2. THE Laodiceans can never offer up to Go 
any Gift, any Sacrifice worthy of Him; nor ren- 
der Him any Service acceptable to Him; the 
Kingdom of Gon i Righteoufmefs, and Peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Get, Rom. xiv. 12. He that 
in theſe Things jerueth Chriſt, ig acc to Gon, 
CORE C0 But alas! Men are 
utter 


irreſolute Wiſhes, formal and cu yers, 
nigardly and grumbling Alms, and an Attendance 
upon Gop's Word, rather out of ſpiritual Wan- 
tonneſs, than Devotion, theſe are the Offerings 
they make Gop; and will Gop be better pleaſed 
with theſe, than He was with thoſe of 2 
4s at 


to theſe Things; a few faint and 
Pra 
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that were deformed with Maims and Blemiſhes? 
Mal. i. 8. Offer now theſe to thy Governour ; will 
he be pleaſed with thee, or accept of thy Perſon? 
Saith the LoRD of _ The Primitive Chriſtians 
offer'd up to Gop Prayers and Tears, Labours 


and Travels; nay their Honours, their Fortunes, 
their Lives, their Blood. But, alas! What have 


theſe Men to offer? They have not Love enough 
to put them upon any Expence; nor Faith enough 
to put them upon any Hardſhips. For tho” they 
think themſelves rich and increaſed in Goods, and 
to have Need of nothing, yet are they poor, wretch- 
ed, and miſerable, — blind, and -naked. And 


ſhall theſe receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs ? Shall 


theſe ſhare in the Kingdom of Jeſus? Shall theſe 
partake in the Triumph of the Laſt Day ? It can 


never be; they do nothing worthy of the Goſpel, 


nothing worthy of the Spirit of Gop : Nothing 


that can entitle them to the Benefit of the Croſs of 


Cbriſi. 


3. Tux Life of the Laodicean Chriſtian will 
never do any Credit to Religion. No Man will 
be ever able to diſcern the Beauty of Holineſs, or 
the Power of divine Truths, from the Practice and 


Converſation of ſuch. Had the Carriage of the Pri- 


mitive Times been ſuch as this, I know not what 
Miracles might have done, I am ſure Examples 
would never have made any Proſelytes. But the 


Chriſtians then acted thoſe Virtues, which the 


Pagan only pretended too: This was that which 
made the World admire and love Chriſtianity. 
After thus much ſaid of the Effects of this Sort of 
Carriage; I need ſcarcely put any one in Mind, 
what will be the laſt and ſaddeſt Effect of it; for 


if our Chriſtianity be ſuch, that it neither ſet us 


free from our Bondage to the World and Fleſh; 


nor enrich our Soul with true and ſolid — 
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if it neither promote the Honour of Gop, nor 
the Good of Man, it muſt unavoidably follow, 
that having no true Title to Gop's Favour, nor 
any rational Ground, on which to build an Aſſur- 
ance of it, we can reap no true Comfort from Re- 
ligion here, or any. Reward from it hereafter. 
Alas! What talk I of Comfort and Reward ? Di/- 
treſs and Anguiſh muft take Hold of the Sinners in 
Sionz and Fear _ muſt ſurprize the Hypocrite : 
And from the Troubles and — = Life, 
they muſt go down into the everlaſting Torments 
of another. "= 


Taz Scripture is plain; God will ſpue them 
out of his Mouth, as He did the Lacdiccan: He 
will ſhut the Gate of Heaven againſt them, as a- 
inſt the foohiſh Virgins that had no Oil in their 
s: And their Hell will have one Torment in 
it, which is incident to no others, that they had 
once the Hopes of Heaven; and it is no ſmall Ag- 
Ferant Miſery to fall into it, even from the 

pectation of Happineſs. | 


Turs is not, as I obſerved above, to be apply'd 
to accidental Hulneſs or Deadneſs in Duty; nor are 
the Abatements of Love, which good Men ſome- 
times ſuffer, immediately to be prenounced dam- 
nable; But yet theſe are to be put in Mind of the 
Danger they in; in the Words of the Spirit to the 
Church of Epheſus; Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat 
againſt thge, breanſe thou baft ft thy firſt Leave. Kr. 
nember therefore from whence thou art fallen; and 
repent, and, da the firſt Works 5 or elſe I will come 
unto thee. quickly, and will remove thy Candie/tick out 
if bis Place, except thou repents Rev. ii. 4. „ 

1 rin VT N *. 1 tut Ni 


9 
zi” 


, 
1 


-CHAP. 


125 
ö 
1 


* 


8 An Exqviry 


sss e 


c HAP. vi. 
Of ZE AT. 


which I chuſe to call a State of Zeal; not on- 
iy becauſe the Scripture ſeems to direct me to this 
xpreſſion, but alſo becauſe it ſeems to me full and 
proper. That other Expreffion, the State of Love 
ſuits my Purpoſe well enough! ; but does not come 
- de for, exactly to it, as the State of Zeal; for I take 
ve, in its utmoſt Elevation and Viva- 

City. | * 2 | 


I w1LL here diſcourſe of Three Things, 
1. Wnar Zeal is, | | 


2. WHAT is that Perfeftion of Hennes or 
Rightcouſneſs, wherein it conſiſts, | nay 

| 3- Or the Efficacy or Force of this Holine 
as it exerts itſelf in good Works. 


1. Or Zeal in general, what ie lb J do not 
* *. ſome Degrees of Zeal, from every Period 
of the Chriſtian's 1 Sincer cannot ſubſiſt 
wholly without it. nd Thirſ after . 
teouſneſs, muſt be Sy ar & leg in every Child ol 


I AM arriv'd at the laft Stage of Perfection, 


Gop. But it may ſignify one Thing in the [n- 
fant, another in the adult Chriſtian; in the one 


the Conqueſt of Sin, or of the Remains of ſinful 
Habits, 


. 
r 1 i n a Þ 4 
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Habits, is the Object of this Hunger and Thirſt: 
In the other, it imports a vehement Deſire of what- 
ever is yet wanting to a Conſummation of Righ- 
teouſneſs already fix'd and eſtabliſh'd; the ultimate 


Perfection of it in Heaven; and the Promoting the 


divine Glory upon Earth. By a State of Zeal then 
L here mean Virtue. or Holineſs, not ia the Bud, 
or in the Bloſſom, but in its full Strength and Sta- 
ture, grown up, and Ripe and loaded with bleſſed 
Fruits: I mean that Holineſs that is the Reſult of 
Illumination, or Clearneſs of Judgment, of the 
Strength and Force of holy Reſolution, and the 
Vigour and Energy of holy Paſſions. In a Word, 
I mean that ſolid, ſpiritual, and operative Religion, 
which-may be felt and enjoy'd by us ourſelves, in 
the Serenity and Tranquillity of Conſcience, the 
Longings and Breathings of pious Deſires, the Joys 
and Pleaures of a rational Aſſurance ; diſcern'd by 
the World in our Lives and Actions, in the Mo- 
deſty of our Garb, in the Plainneſs and Humility 
of all Things elſe, that pertain to the Port of Life; 
in the Temperance of our Meals, the Purity and 
Heavenlineſs of Converſation, the Moderation of 
our Deſigns and Enjoyments, the Inſtruction of 
our Families; with a tender and indefatigable 
Watchfulneſs over them; the Conſtancy of our 


Attendance upon, and the Devoutneſs of our De- 


portment in, the Publick Worſhip of Gop ; and 
finally, in the Activity and Generoſity of our 
Charity: Or, to ſpeak my Thoughts in the Lan- 
guage of St. Paul, A State of Zeal, is that Matu- 
rity of Holineſs, which abounds in the Works of 
Faith, the Labour of Love, and the Patience of Hope, 
in our Lox p Jeſus Chriſt, in the Sight of GoD, and 


bur Father, 1 Theſſ. i. 3- Now the End of all 


wis is, the advancing” the Glory of Gon: And 
therefore Zeal is well dehn'd, by an ardent or ve- 
hement Deſire of doing ſo. Now this is adyanced 


Two 
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Two Ways: Firft, By our Perſonal and Inherent 
A Lua, the Fruit of it, good 


Holineſs : And By 
Works. Of both which 


particularly. 


will now ſpeak more 


' 


-2/: Or'that PerfeRtion of : Holineſs which con- 


ſtitutes Zeal. Here I will enquire into Tue 
1. Warn the perfect Man muſt be pol 
ſeſſed of all the Treaſures of Goodneſs; Whether 


he muſt be adorn'd by a Confluence, and an Ac- 
cumulation of all Virtucs. 


2. Wrar Height of Virtue, what Degree of 
Holineſs, he may be ſuppoſed to arrive at. 


1. Or the Extent of Righteouſneſs. Univerſa- 
Ity is as effential a Property of Goſpel Righteouſ- 
nels, as Sincerity: That there is an infeparable 
Connexion and Union, between all Chriſtian Vir- 
tues; ſo that he who wants any, muſt be conclud- 
ed to have none: This Want being, not like a 
Blemiſh that diminiſhes the Beauty, or a Maim 


that weakens the Strength; but like a Wound that 


diſſolves the Frame and Contexture 

Turs is partly built upon Reaſon, which tells 
us, that there is à native Luſtre and Beauty in all 
Virtues ; and therefore there is no one in the whole 


of the Natural 


Syſtem of Morality but muſt be amiable to a good 
Man. Partly upon Scripture, in which we find 


the Chriſtian repreſented, as holy in all Manner of 
Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 15, Perfod in god 
Work, Heb. xiii. 21. As filled with all the Fulnſs 


of Gov, Eph: iii. 19. And exhorted in the molt 
— prebenſſve Terms imaginable, eo de Pradtice 


ere eee ee 
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of every Virtue. Finally, Brethren, 2 . 
Things are true, what Things are bone/t, what 
44 ge. $675 Things are — 


aer Thi 
ings are lovely, whatſoever or Things are 


wht Thi here be any Vi nd if th 

ood t; if there _ and if there 

12 v tr Pre i thy Th inge. To which 
umerous Texts, importing, that 


any be ics wa - le of al Righteouſneſs 

Faith is a e univer 3 
and that the Fear — Love of Gon, equally oblige 
| us to all his Commandments; and that the Viola- 
| tion of one involves-us in the Guilt of all. . | 
the Reſult of all ſeems to be plainly this, that the 


whole Chain of ann if there debut 
one Link wanting. 


Tus leaſt which is implicd herein is this" | 


1. Tye Perſect Man muſt, not only be ſet free 
from the Dominion of Sin, but alfo abſtain even 
from a Act of preſumptuous Wickedneſs : 
He muſt neither omit a Duty, nor commit any 
Thing repugnant to it, 


2. He muſt be endowed. with Spiritual Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, with Faith, Hope, Charity, 
with the Graces which I will call Univerſal, be- 
cauſe to all as Chriſtians, and that too, 
in an eminent ſo as to be in the 
Grace which is in Ghrift Jeſus. This render 
him Holy in all manner of Con eva es and 
thoroughly furniſhed to all good Works. Theſe 
Two conſtitute univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
al compete Lies Man er if not, what 


+ He muſt excel in thoſe nne -whithines! 
moſt Natural. I call thoſe Virtues Natural, to 


vhich Grace and Nature moſt powerfully F 
Vor. XLI. H mou 
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and incline Him. For theſe he ſeems to be deſign'd 

by God; theſe will ſoon w up to Maturity; 

2 much will be their Fruit, and great their 
uty. | ' 


4. Tre perfect Man muſt be eminent in thoſe 
Virtues'which are moſt neceſſary : Such are thoſe 
which his particular Station, or any other Diſpen- 
ſation of Providence he is under, requires. of him. 
Whatever Virtues may be more delightful, theſe 
are more important; others may be more natural, 
theſe have more of Uſe. A Man may fall ſhort 
of Perfection in others, without either Diſparage- 
ment or Guilt; but Deficiency in theſe, can hardly 
eſcape both. Beſides, every Thing is lovely in 
its Place, and in its Time. There is a peculiar 
Grace and Luſtre, that attend the Virtues of 2 
Man's Station, that are ſcarcely to be found in any 
other. I would, therefore, have a perfect Man 
truly in his Buſineſs; and ſhine with a daz- 
ling Luſtre in his own Sphere. 


THERE is no Doubt but the perfect Man muſt 
love Gop to that Degree, that he muſt always 
cleave to Him; walk as always before Him; ever 
meditate and contemplate on Him and his Works; 
contrive and ftudy, labour and contend to pleaſe 
Him: It muſt be an Affliction to him to be divided 
from Him but for a little while; and he muſt ever 
and anon, by Day and Night, break out into his 
Praiſes, and rejoice and glory in Him. He muſt 
love Gop to that Degree, as that all Things, in 
Compariſon of Him, muſt appear blaſted and wi- 
thered, empty and contemptible, without Pleaſure, 
without Beauty: And conſequently, he muſt ſo 
_ thirſt after the beatifick Viſion, after the Preſence 
and Fruition of Gop, that he muſt earneſtly deſire 
1 and pant and long to be diſmiſſed 


_ from 
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wa 
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from the * of this World, and from the 
corruptible Tabernacle of the Body. Nor do 1 
doubt, but that this Love is often ſenſibly tranſport- 
ing: It is a Fire within, that ſtrives to break out, 
— exert itſelf in the Fruitions of Heaven: It is a 
rich and mighty Cordial, that raiſes Nature above 
itſelf, and makes it all Purity or Glory. 


Tuus have I conſidered the Extent or Compaſs 
of the perfect Man's Virtues. I am next to en- 


quire, | 
2. To what Degrees of Virtue he may advance. 


Axp Fir, That Reaſon and Scripture ſeem to 
preſs us on towards an endlefs Progreſs in Virtue. 
Such a Degree of Excellence, to which nothing 
can be added; ſuch a Height, above which there is 
no Room to ſoar, if applied to Man, and this 


World, is — but an imaginary Notion. To 
a 


dream of ſuch a Perfection, were to forget our Na- 
ture, and our State: No Sagacity of Judgment, 
no Strength of Reſolution, no F — of Circum- 
ſtances, can ever advance us to this Height. Such 
a Perſection as this, that is incapable of any Increaſe, 


delongs to Gop alone. It is hard to conceive how 


we ſhould enjoy Divine Faith, without growing an 


ſpiritual Wiſdom and Underſtanding: It is hard to 


conceive, how we ſhould give Gop, the World, 
and ourſelves, repeated Proofs of our —_ in 
— — without increaſing our gth 
and Aſſurance: And Love mult naturally increaſe 


with theſe. Whence it is, that St. Paul, acknow- 


ledging himſelf not yet perſect, reſolves, that for- 
getting thoſe Things that are behind, and reachin 

forward to thoſe Things that are before, he would preſs 
on towards the Mark, = the Prize of the high Cal- 


iſt Jeſus, Phil. iii. 13, 14- 
H 2 CH 


AP. 


© HA P. VII. 
N Zeal, as it an e in ; Good Works. 


ND now, let not any one think, that 1 have 
taken Pains to advance the — of a 
Sinner, to raiſe him as far as might be above 
the Corruption of Nature, and the Defects and In- 
-Hemities of Life; ro ſcatter thoſe Fogs and Miſts 
-which hung upon his Spirits, —_ to enrich him 
with heroick Virtues: Let no Man, I ſay, 
that I have laboured to do all this, that after al 
my perfect Man might ſit down like an Epicurcun 
God, and enjoy himſelf; might talk finely of ſoli- 
racy Shades-and Gardens, fitted for the nobleſt De- 
fans, in a fluggith Retirement. No, no; as Vir- 
tue is the Perfettion of human Life, ſo is Action 
the Perfection of Virtue: And Zeal is that Princi- 
ple of Action, which I require in a Saint of God. 
- Accordingly, the Scriptures deſeribe this great, — 
nappy Man, as fervent: in Spirit, \2ealous 
Nuit. Such — was mighty Ew 
and Deed, as well as learned CY 
the ptians: Such an one was St. 
tull of a Divine Ardour, as of an irreſiſtible WI 
dom. What need I multiply Inſtances ? This is 
that which diſtinguiſhes the Man from all 
others; the Victories of Faith, = of Hope and ti 
_ rity, the Conſtancy and Patience or nete 
i r 
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ZEAL is a Perfection that ſhines with ſuch a pe- 
culiar Luſtre, with ſuch an heavenly Majeſty and 
Sweetneſs, that — ſe can — it; it is al- 
ways purſuing Good, the Honour of Gop, and the 
Happine's of Man: It contends earneſtly for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints ; but it contends as ear- 
neſtly too, to root out Wickedneſs, and implant 
Righteouſneſs in the World. It is not eager for 
the Artides of a Sect or Party, and unconcerned 
for Catholick Ones. When itpreſles for Reforma- 
tion it begins at Home, and fees a bright Example 
of what it would recommend to others. It is-meek 
and gentle under its own Affronts, but warm and 
bold againſt thoſe which are offered to Gop. In 
a Word, though Love fill its Sails, Divine Wiſdom 
and Prudence give it Ballaſt ;- and it has no Heat, 
but what is tempered * Cherie and mile. 


of Teal? Alas! 
nothing elſe but an 
Divine Glory by 


Nerv I fix the various 
it is not requiſite; Zeal bei 
ardent Thirſt of 


the beſt Works. It is plain, the more excellent 


the Work, and the more it coſt, the more perfect, 
the more exalted the Zeal that performs it. When, 
like Mary, we quit the Cumber and Diſtraction of 
this World, and chuſe Religion for our Portion, 
then do we love it in good Earneſt.” When, with 
the Diſciples, we can lay,” Lox p, we have forſaken 
all and i Thee, or are hoy Sur ſo; when 
we are continually bleſſing and praiſing 'Gop z 
when, 'if the Neceffties of s Church require 
at, we are ready to call nothing our own; When we 
are prepared, if the Will of 12 be fo, to re/iff 
even unto Blood; when nothing is dear, nothing 
delightful to us, but Gop and Holineſs ; then have 
we reached the Height of Zeal. Ina Word, Zeal 
is nothing elſe but the Love of God made perſect 
in us. if we would ſee it drawn to the Life, 
NO: «Þ H | we 


when the whole World, and how tranſcen- 


"ont hens Wars. of Enemies, was the Obj 


1 


yers pour- 


ab it tor bu Parfacutors, infiruct 


us fully, 


wine 


Hitt 


Love, what Divine Zeal is. And 


1449 


muſt marſhal the Field of 


they 


== 


ings. O my Gon, may 


of all Thi 


1 


I, at leaſt, be one, to fill the Train of the us 
- A ret 
will now endeavour to kiadle it in every Breaſt by 


he Neceliity, and declate he Rruit of it. · 
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Our and umme 
TY Works. 


* Ir is indifpenlable tothe Good of our Neigh- 


Gon. 


1. OUR own Salvation and 
upon it. For without this, we fi 
2 

ri/t died, that „ 
hs a. 1 arks. This is * 

reat End of our Election: Gon hath choſen ut i 
Chriſt before the Foundation of the Warld, that we 
ſoauld he baly and without Blame before Him in Love, 
Epb. i. 4. which . mus — 
rr ore ordained that | 
ſhould walk in g orks. 
the Verſe minds us, that it is for the Beginning f 
imparts the Light of his Word, and the Vigour of 
his Spirit; for this End He ſanctiſies and ro- 
news our Nature: Me are his nnen 
in Chriſt Jeſus unte good M. 


| Wars folk I. more? Our Lozp in his 
Narrative of the laſt Judgment, and elſewhere, and 
Ng in almoſt innumerable Places, have 

eat Power, and great Earneſtneſe, .incul- 
= i Dodrine, aha we thall Jay according 
to our I/arks: That Immortality and Glory are the 
Portion, not of Knowledge, but Patience and Cha- 
Tity;z not of an onthojes Belek but of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Zeal; for the incorruptible, the never- 
Fading Crawn, is a Crown of Righteouſneſs. | 
Men will be judged by their Faith, Which is not 
the Language af the Golpck this does not alter the 


* >. 


. Ir miniſters moſt effe@tually io dhe Glarg.6f 


= % 
v4 <3 
. . 
* 


depend 
rate the Caum- 
againſt aur own Souls. —— 
to Himſelf a pa 


92 An EN dum Y 


Matter at nll; ſince Faith itſelf will be judged by its 
Works. Hereby we tnoto, thut we Eee Him,” mf 
we heep his Commandments. Yea, a Man moni 

Thou Faith, and I have Works : th 
Faith without thy Works, James ii. 18. es ww 
believe in God? Why art thou not holy as He is 
So? Dod thou believe in Jl Jus? Why doſt thou 

ro 


not deny thyſelf, take up thy Croſs and ew Him? 
Why doſt thou not walk as He walked? Bolt th 


believe a Judgment to come? Why doſt thou not 
work out thy Salvation with Fear and Trembling ? 
Why doſt thou not prepare to meet thy Gon? Why 
art thou not rich in good Works, that thou may/t lay 
up a good Foundation again/t the Tins #9 come, and 
i Held on eternal Life . | 


Non are good Works les Wander nee 
Love than Faith. Certainly, if we love Gop, we 


Annot but ſeek his Glory; we cannot but 8 4 


firous to maintain Communion with Him. And 
if ſo, do we know any Sacrifice that is more ac- 
to Gop than good Works? Do we know 
any that He delights in more than Zeal? Do we 
Jove the bleſfed eus Are not good Works the 
Teſt of this which Himſelf has appoint- 
ed? If a Man love Me, he will keep my Command- 
ments, John xiv. 15. Ye are my Friends, if ye d 
I command yon, John xv. 14. The Love 
Chriſt, (faith the Apoſtle) canſfiramms ut, what — 
? to live not to ourſelves, hut to Him that died 
ut, and roſe again, 2 Cor. v. 15. What other 
turns can we make to Ze/us ? What other Way 
can we expreſs our Gratitude to Him? He heya 
the Right Hand of Gop: Al Power is given Him 
in Heaven and in Earth: He does not Himſelf need 
our Mi „nor want our Service and Charity. 


But hear what he ſays,  Inaſmuch as you did it to one 


of theſe, you haus dent it in Me, Matt. XxV. 40. 
* 


; 
F 
) 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ample, than it can be in Deſcription. 


toſucha Vici 
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2. Our Zeal is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the 
Welfare and Happineſs of others. Do we, 
our Neighbour's eternal Intereſt? It is Zeal nepreſſes 
Sin, propagates Righteouſneſs; it is Zeal de- 
fends the Faith, and ſuppreſſes and Error; 


it is Zeal converts the Unbeliever, and | builds up 


the Believer; it is Zeal that awakens the N 1 
quickens the Lukewarm, thens the Weak, 
and inflames the Good; it is that-baMes all 
Objections, refutes all Calumnies, vanquiſhes all 
Oppoſition againſt Religion, and oppreſſes its Ene - 
mies with Shame and Confuſion: It is, in a Word, 
Zeal, and Zeal alone, that can make Religion ap- 
pear lovely and delightfu], and reconcile the Would 
to it: For this alone can adorn the Goſpel ;- it ren- 
ders Virtue more conſpicuous, more taking in Ex- 


<> 


Non is Zeal leſs ſerviceable to the temporal, than 
eternal Intereſt of Mankind. When God laid the 
Foundations of the Worid, He laid the Foundation 


of Virtue too; and when He formed Man, He 


wove the Neceſſity of good Works into his very 


Nature. How indiſpenſable is Juſtice, to poor 


Creatures, ho lie ſo open to W rongs and Injuries? 


How indiſpenſable is Generoſity, to theſe: o are 

expoſed to ſo many Accidents, to ſo many Wants, 
of Fortune? And being all ſub- 

ject to ſo many Follies —— many 

Miſtakes and Fancies, how ſtrong muſt be our C 

= to mutual Patience and Gentleneſs ? In a 

ord, Sin and Miſery abound in the World; and 


if there were not Virtues and good Works to bal- 


lance the one, r 
other, Life would be intolerable. So that Revealed 


and Natural Religion neceffarily center in a Zeal 
and utmoſt 
Ferſectian 


for good Works as their ultimate End, 
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Perſection in this Life; and the Rule of our Sa- 
viour, I bal ſacuer ye would that Men fhould de to you, 
do ye even ſo unto them, is an Abſtract, not only of 
the Law and the f but of the Code of Na- 
ture too; and this ſingle Principle, if ſincerely pur- 
— will work us up to the nobleſt Heights of 


Iurchr here, if it were neceſſary, eaſily ſhew 
that Zeal has as happy an Influence on the Publick 
as the Private; that this muſt animate that Juſtice 
and Mercy that fupports the Throne; that-it is the 
Soul of that Honour, Integrity, Generofity, and 
Religion, which ſupport the States and Kingdoms 

ef the World; and without which all politick Syſ- 
tems muſt needs tend to a Diſſolution. But J 
have ſaid enough; and from what I have ſaid, the 

Truth of my third Confideration naturally appears, 


23. Naur, That Zeal miniſters moſt effeQu- 
ally to the Glory of Gop. For if Zeal be in itſelf 
thus lovely, thus neceſſary; if the Fruits of it be 
thus ſerviceable to the temporal and eternal Intereſt 
of Man: What a lovely, what an agreeable Notion 
of Gon ſhall we form from this one Conſideration 
of Him, That He is the great Author of it? That 
_ He is the Origin and Fountain of that Light and 
Feat, of that Strength and Power of which it is 
+ compounded? He commands and exacts it; He 
excites and encourages to it, by the Promiſe of an 
eternal Crown. He has planted the Sceds of it in 
dur Nature, and He cheriſhes them by the bleſſed 
Influences of his Spitit. How gracious is the Di- 
vine Nature! How gracious is the Divine Govern- 

ment! when the Subſtance of his Laws is, that 
we ſhould love as Brethren, that we ſhould cloath th? 


| Naked, fred the H deliver the Captive, in- 


ungry, 
Sirue the Fooliſh, comfort the Aflicted, forgive ont 


Another , 


» Oo — 1 K % F< 


. AS. Er ⁰ ˙ w—ꝛ—ꝛ—ᷣ „% ˙—Q‚A i 6@ 6 £A £4 4x_ 47a 


after HApp1Ness, 95 


anotber, if Need be, ſeven Times a Day, and more If 
to do all this be an Argumentof being regenerate; if 
this be a Proof of bis Spirit ruling in us, his Nature 
communicated to- us, and his Image ſtamped upon 
us, how amiable muſt Gop be, when we diſcern 
ſo much Benefit, and ſo much Beauty, and -fo 
much Lovelineſs in thoſe Qualities, which are but 
faint and imperfect Reſemblances of Him! In a 
Word, the Holineſs of his Children and Servants, 
iz a Demonftration of the Holineſs of Gop Him- 
ſelf; and in this conſiſts the very Luſtre of Divine 
Glory. Holineſs is the Flower of all his Attributes; 
the moſt perfect, becauſe the moſt comprehenſive of 
all his Perfections: For Holineſs includes Wiſdo 
Power, and Goodneſs. As to Goodneſs, the Caſe 
is ſo plain, that Holineſs and Goodneſs: are com- 
monly uſed as Terms equivalent. As to Wiſdom, 
it is evident, that no Action is commendable and 
lovely, unleſs the Principle, the Motive of it be 


wiſe and rational; therefore Wiſdom cannot be ſe- 


parated from the Notion of Holineſs. Laſtly, As 
to Power, this muſt needs be compriſed in it too 

for Beneficence, which is one great Branch of Ho- 
lineſs, muſt unavoidably imply Power in the Be- 
nefator, and Impotence and Want in the Bene- 


Tuis is the Notion wherein Holineſs, when 
aſcribed to God in Scripture, is generally taken. 
Holy, holy, holy, Loxp -GopD of Het; Heaven 
and Earth are full of thy Glory; does expreſs the 
Greatneſs and Majeſty, as well as the Rectitude 
and Purity of the Divine Nature; and to ſanctißy 
the Lokd GoD in our Hearts, is, in the Language 
of the Scripture, not only to love Him for his 
Goodneſs, but revere Him 'for his Majeſty and 
Grcatneſs. 
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Narro There add, that the Excellencies of the 
Creature, their Subſerviency to the great Ends of 
their Creation, D N of the Creator; juſt 
as the Beauty, Strength, and Convenience of the 
Work, is the Honour of the Architect? If the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, the irrational and inani- 
mate Parts of the Creation, ſhew forth the Glory 
of Gop, how much more do ſpiritual and rational 
ings And Virtue is the Perfection of Reaſon, 
and ey beau me mere mh this is that 8 
directly and immedi em thoſe 

dba to Gon. * 


CH AP. VIII. 
of HUMILITY. 


UR Saviour has fo often the 

Humbleſt, the Greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven; He has fo often iſed the greateſt Ex- 
altation to the loweſt Condeſcenfions: He was 
Himſelf fo illuftrious an 8 of Lowlinels of 
Fouts of Poverty of Spirit; and the Apoſtle: has 
allerted his Joy and Crown to be the 
pony his Humility, that I can never think 
Man can ever rife to a more eminent Height, than 
that to which the Imitation of this Virtue * 
will advance him. 


Tut more perfect therefore Man is, the more 
humble muſt he be too: The more he knows 
God, the nearer he is admitted into Communion” 


with-Him ; the more plainly will he diſcern at how 
infinite 
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infinite Diſtance he ſtands from the Divine Majeſty 
and Purity, and will proſtrate himſelf even into 
Duſt and Aſhes before Him. The perfect Man 
admires, adores, obeys, loves, relies, truſts and 
reſigns up himſelf and all that is dear to him to 
Gop. He is n in his own Eyes; he pre- 
tends to nothing, he lays Claim to nothing, or any 
other Title than that of the Goodneſs and Bounty 
of Gor : Whatever Virtues he has, he aſcribes 
—— to the Grace of God; and the Glory and 
——— he be expects — as the 
Gift of Gop through Jolas Chrift our Lok. 
And whatever he be in himſelf, he compares not 
himſelf with others, but he proves his own Work, 
that he may have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and 
not in another. Now thing but Zeal for God, or 
Charity for Man, can put him upon the aſſerting 
his own Servicez but when he glories, it is like 
St. Paul, in his Infirmities, that the Power of Chrift 
may reſt upon him. 


Nzep I here inſiſt on the Fruit of Humility ? 
Surely-it is conſpicuous to every one that thinks 
at all, Great is the Peace and of the humble 
Soul here ; and great will be his Glory hereafter. 
He who loves not the World nor the Things of it, 
the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life, enjoys a perpetual Calm and Sere- 
nity of Mind. There is nothing that can breed 
in him uneaſy Defires and Fears. He is fixed on 
an immutable and perfect Good; and he that now 
N. all for,GoD, ſhall one Day participate of the 

ulneſs of Gop, and that for ever. 


Nee» I invite and exhort Man to Humility ? 
Need I guard him . ſpiritual Pride? One 
would think it were altogether uſeleſs to attempt 


it, Is it poſſible that the Creature ſhould think 
Vol. XLI, I himſelf 
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himſelf ſo independent of his Creator, that he ſhould 
be able to pay Him more Service than were due to 
Him? Is it poſſible that Man ſhould ſet ſuch a Rate 
upon his own Righteouſneſs, as to think it capa- 
ble of deſerving the utmoſt Rewards that an infinite 
Gop can beſtow upon him? Is it poſſible, in a 
Word, that Man, poor, frail, finful Man ; Man, 
that can do nothing that is Good, but by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Divine Grace; Man, depraved and cor- 
rupted in his Nature, and but a very ill Huſband 
of Grace; is it poſſible, I ſay, that Man ſhould 
be proud towards Gop, towards that glorious and 
incomprehenſible Being, who is the Creator and 
LorD, the Monarch and Patron, the Gop and 
Father of Heaven and Earth ? But as abſurd as this 
is, univerſal Experience teaches us, that Humili- 
ty, true Humility is a hard Leſſon; and that very 
excellent Perſons are not out of the Danger of fal- 
ling into Elation of Mind. In order therefore to 
promote the one, and ſecure us againſt the other, 
I will propoſe Two or Three Conſiderations. 


1. THERE never was mere Man yet that did 
not fall ſhort of his Duty. i as 


2. MAN is the Creature of Gor, depends upon 
Him, and has received all from Him; and there- 


fore let him do the utmoſt he can, he does no more 
than bis Duty. 
3- Gop ſtands in no Need of our Service; 
and it is our own, not his Intereſt we promote by 
it. | | 
I. THERE never was mere Man yet, that did 
not fall ſhort of his Duty. For Proof of this, I 
will not fly to original Corruption, or Sins 2 In- 
| mity 
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firmity. Alas! I need not. The Apoſtle, Rom. 
i. ii. and iii; lays the Foundation of Juſtification 
by Faith, in the univerſal Defection and Depra- 
vation of Mankind. They are altogether gone out of 
the Way, there tis none that doth Good, no not one. 
And what Sins he there charges the World with, 
the Catalogue he gives us of them will inform us. 
But are we no better than they? I anſwer, the 
Light of the Goſpel, and the preventing Grace of 
Gop has undoubtedly given a great Check to the 
Progreſs of Sin in the World: Bat ſince no Man 
can be juſtified but through Faith in the Blood 
of Jeſus, it is plain that we too muſt be concluded 
under Sin. And though our Sins may not in Num- 
ber equal theirs; yet we ought to remember too, 
that every Sin is the more provoking, the greater 
the Grace is which it reſiſts and deſpiſes. 


Bur what need I compare ourſelves with the 
7ew or Gentile What need I prove by Argument 
and Authority, that no Man ever yet liv'd with- 
out Sin ? Whoever yet look'd back diligently in- 
to his paſt Life, and did not meet with Stains and 
Deformities enough ? When I conſider what Le- 
gions of Sins are ranged under thoſe two Banners 
of the Devil, the Filthinefs of the Fleſh, and of the 
Spirit; when I call to Mind Envy, Diſcontent, 
Murmuring, Diſtruſt, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Am- 
dition, Wilfulneſs, Contention, Frowardneſs, Paſ- 
fion, Diffimulation, Falſhood, Flattery, and a 
Thouſand other Sins ; and when I refle& upon the 
Propenſions of Nature, and the almoſt innumera- 
ble Temptations to which we are expoſed, I muſt 
confeſs' I am not at all ſurprized to think that no 
Fleſh can be juſtified in the Sight of Gon by a 
Covenant of Works: And whenever I find any 
upon a Death-Bed, as I do ſome, acquitting them- 
ſelves from the Guilt of any deliberate ' Wicked- 

| I 2 | neſs, 
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neſs, I rather admire their Ignorance and Partiality, 
than their Innocence. And yet, after all, a good Man 
is not to examine himſelf only concerning the Evil 
that he has done, but alſo concerning the Good 
which he has omitted. He muſt enquire how far 
he has fallen ſhort of that Purity of Heart, which 
he ought to have come up to: And how far he has 
been wanting in thoſe Duties which a thorough 
Zeal would have puſhed him on to. And when 


be has done this, let him be proud if he can. 


2. MAX is the Creature of Gop, depends up- 
on Him, and has received all from Him. And 
therefore let him do the utmoſt he can, he does 
no more than his Duty: And, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


cannot merit of Him. He that will pretend to 


Merit, muſt be his own Maſter; he muſt have a 
Right over his own Actions; he muſt be free to diſ- 
7 of his Affections and Services as he | 
or if he be antecedently bound, if he have no 
Right to diſpoſe of himſelf, or any Thing he is 
eſſed of, it is plain ſuch an one cannot merit. 
And this is the direct Caſe between Gor and Man, 
God is the great Lox p, the Proprietor of Heaven 
and Earth. He that gives Alms, does but reſtore 
Part of what Gon lent him: He that takes pati- 
ently the Loſs of Goods, or Health, or Friends, 
does but give back what he had no Right to retain: 
He was but Tenant at Will, and had no Right to 
any Thing longer than Gop thought fit to con- 
tinue it. And in all other Inſtances of Duty the 
Caſe will be {till plainer. If he worſhip Gop there 
is infinite Reaſon that he ſhould; for he 1 . 
upon Him ſor his Being and Preſervation. If he 
love God never ſo much, God has deſerved much 
more than he can pay Him: Not only the Enjoy- 
ments of Life, but even Life itſelf, being derived 
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that it is impoſſible for a Creature to merit of its 
Creator : Angels themſelves never could. For might 
it not be ſaid with as much Truth concerning them, 
as concerning Man, Who made thee to differ * Or 
what haſt thou which thou did/t not receive? And if 
thou haſt received it, why deft thou boaſt as if thaw 
hadft not received it? 1 Cor. iv. 7. | 


AnD the ſame may be concluded concerning 
Adam in Paradiſe, For I demand, had he kept 
the Covenant of Gop, had he done this by Divine 
Grace, or by his own Strength? If by the Grace 
of Gop, as Divines y hold, then may we 
apply the Expreffion of St. Auguſtine to Adam, as 
well as to any one now under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel: t when Gop rewards the Works of 
Man, He does only crown in him his own Gifts. 
But ſuppoſe he had done this by his own natural 
Strength: Were not the Endowments of Nature, 
as much the Gifts of Gop, as the Endowments of 
Grace ? The one were natural, the other ſuper- 
natural Gifts: Both Gifts ſtill, though of a dif- 
ferent Kind. If it be here objected, if this be ſo, 
how comes St. Pau / to affirm, to him that worketh 
is the Reward due, not of Grace, but of Debt? Rom. 
wv, 4. 0 k : 65S 


I AnswER, Firft, Gor feems, when He en- 
ters into Covenant with Man, to ſuſpend the na- 
tural Right which He has over him as his Creatures 
and to tranſact with him as free, and Mafter of 
himſelf; But this is all infinite Condeſcenſion, 


Secondly, Ir ſeems unſuitable to the infinite 
Coodnels of God, to bereave Man of the Life and 
Happineſs He has once conferr'd upon him, unleſs 
he forfeits it by ſome Demerit : The Gifts and Cal 


ing of Gov are without Repentunce ; nor can] think 
| I 3 how 
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how Death, which has ſo much Evil in it, could 


have enter'd the World, if din had not enter d 
in it firſt. In this Senſe; unſinning Obedience gives 
a Kind of Right to the Continuance of thoſe, good. 
Things, which, are at firſt the mere * of. 
Divine Bounty. 


Lefty, A Covenant of Works being once 
>| in it is plain, that as Sin. forfeits Life, ſo 
ience muſt give a Right to it: And as the 
Penitent could — be reſtored, but by an, AQ of 
Grace, ſo he that commits. no Sin, would need 


no Pardon. But then Life itſelf, and an Ability 


to work Righteouſneſs, muſt be owing to Grace 
antecedent to the Covenant: And ſo ſuch an one 
would have whereof to boaſt comparatively, with 
Reſpect to others who fell; but not before Gon. 
The Sum of all is, Man has nothing to render to 
op, but he he bas received from Him: 


Which is no good Foundation for 2 ſe 
ſuppoſe him abſolute Maſter of himſelf ; 

him holding all Things independent * 

Can the Service of a few Days CEE : 
Angelical Perfection, and a ——. He muſt 
made up of Vanity and Preſumption, that dares 
i Us. 


3. Go fiands in ns Moll o&f ove Services and 

— ur own, not his Intereſt we promote pn it. 
Foundation of Merit amongſt Men is Impo- 
tence and Want: The Prince wants the Service 
and Tribute of the Subject; the Subject the Pro- 
tection of the Prince: T he Rich needs Lade Mini 
and the Labour of the Poor ; the Poor Support and 
Maintenance from the Rich. And it is thus in im- 

aginary, as well as real Wants. N 
— 


Pleaſure of one -muſt be provided for 


- 


therefore can offer Him nothing but his own : 
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Man. God is not be Go to any 2 Wow 
ceſſities: Nor is his Glory or "Happineſs _ 
Diminution or Increaſe. He is a 1 mg 
needs no Tribute to ſupport his Grandeur, nor 
any Strength but his own, to his Throne. 
If we revolt, a rebel, we cannot 2 ror Him. If 

| 


we be loyal and obedient, we cann 
He has all Fulneſs, all Perfection in 
is an Almighty and All-ſufficient G05. B 33 on 
the quite contrary, though Gop have no Wants, 
we have many: And though his Majeſty and Fe- 
licity be ſubject to no Vis we are ſubject to 
many. Our Service to Gop ore is our Own 
Intereſt; and our Obedience is deſigned to pro- 
cure our own Advantage. We need; we daily 
need his Support and Protection; we depend en- 
tirely on his Favour and Patronage- in m we 
live, and move, and have aur Being from 
Him, as from an | inexhauſtible 9 we de- 
rive all the Streams of Good, by which we are 
refreſhed and improved. To know, and love Him 

is our Wiſdom; to depend upon Him, our Har. 
pineſs and Security; to ſerve and worſhip Hi im, 
our Perfection and Liberty; to enjoy Him will 
de our Heaven; and thoſe Glimpſes of his Pre- 


ſence, which we are vouchſafed 1 
of 


tit in this Life, are the Pledges and 
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Tx1s is the conſtant Voice of Scripture: Every 
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A ne rs the Fails Lights, Jam. i. 

Perk { were hungry, Ta ale the 
or 


is Mine, and the Fulneſs thereof. il I eat 
Bulls, 'or drink the Blood of Goats ? Of- 


for 2 unte — Thankſgiving, and A Vows * 
th 45 


Hligh: And call upon in the Day 
114 will deliver * and thou ſhalt 22% 
Me, Plalm l. 14 13. 
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T\ HOUGH I have all along temoving the 
Obſtacles of Perfection; yet I eaſily foreſaw 
there might be ſome which would not fall 

under the foregoing Heads: For theſe. therefore I 


releryed this Place, Theſe, are Five. 


1. SoME ſcem to baye entertain'd ſuch a Nati- 
on of Religion, as if Moderation here, were as ne- 
ceſſary as any where elſe. They look upon Teal 
as an Exceſs of Rightcouſogls 3 and can be well 
enough content to want Degrees of Glory, if they 
can but fave their Souls. To which End they 
can ſee no Neceflity: of Perfection. Now I wauld 
beleech ſuch ſeriouſiy to lay to Heart that Salva: 
tion and Damnation are Things of no common 
Importance: And therefore it highly concerns them 
not to be miſtaken in the Notion they. form of Re- 
ligion. . For the Nature of Things will not be al: 
tered by their Fancies; nor will Gop be niocked 
or impoſed on. If we will deal ſincerely with aur - 
ſelves, as it certainly behoves us to We muſt 
frame our Idea of Religion, not from the Opinions, 
Manners or Faſhions of the World; hut from the 
Scriptures, And we muſt not interpret theſe by 
our own Inclinations z but we muſt judge $5; 
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Duties hap proſere, by thoſe Deſcriptions of them, 
by thoſe Properties and Effects, which we find 
We muſt weigh the Deſign and End of 
Religion; which is to promote the Glory of Gop, 
and the Good of Man, and to raiſe us above the 
World, and the Body: And ſee how our Model 
of Religion, ſuits with it. 


AND if after we have done this, we are not fully 
ſatisſied in the true Bounds which part Vice and 
Virtue, it cannot but be ſafeſt for us to err on the 
Right Hand. We ought always to remember 
too, that the repeated Exhortations in Scripture to 
Diligence, and that the moſt earneſt and indefati- 
gable to Vigilance, to Fear and Trembling, to Pa- 
tience, to Stedfaſtneſs, are utterly inconfiſtent with 
an eaſy, lazy, gentee] Religion. That the Life 
of Jeſus is the faireſt and fulleſt Comment on his 
Doctrine: And, that we never are to follow the 
Examples of a corrupt World, but of the belt 
Men, and the beſt Ages. This the one Thing 
alone, will convince us, what Endeavours, what 
_— are neceſſary to gain an incorruptible 

Wa. | | 


Se with what 
preſſed towards the Mark ! See with what Courage, 
nay Joy, they took up their Croſs and followed Him 
How generous were their Alms ] So that the Riches 
of their Liberality were conſpicuous in the very 
Depth of their Poverty. What Plainneſs and Sin- 
| of Heart; what Grace and Warmth, what 


on}: what Modeſty, what Humility in their Garb, 


frequent, how fervent, and how long too, were 
their Prayers and Retirements ! In a one Word, 
the Spirit and Genius of a Diſciple of Chriff an 
C317 \L : cover 


rneſs the Diſciples of Jeſur 


eace and Joy ſhew'd itſelf in their Converfati- 
Deportment, and the whole Train of Life ! How 
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Virtues of their Lives did as evidently diſtingui 
a Chriſtian from a Few or Pagan, as their Faith. 
How lovely was 0 wwe je ! how full its Joy, 
how ſtrong its Con Then did Chriſtians 
truly overcome the World: Then did they live 
Above: Then was the Croſs of Chriſt more de- 
lightful than the Eaſe or Honour, the Pride or 
Pleaſure of a finful- Life : Then did they truly, 
thro* the Spirit, wait for the Hope of Righteouſ- 
neſs by Faith. Let us now compare our Lives 
with theirs, and then fit down content with poor 
and beggarly Attainments if we can. Let us put 
our Virtues in the Scales againſt theirs; - and, if 
we have any Modeſty, the Inequality will put us 
out. of Countenance : We ſhall bluſh at our Vani- 
ty, and ſhall not have the Confidence to expect 
the ſame Crown, the ſame Kingdom with them. 
But as too lax a Notion of Religion will be apt to 
beget too much Indifference ; ſo will it be ſaid, 
too exalted an one is apt to Deſpair : Which 
is a ſecond and no leſs O e of Perfection. 


2. MANY there are, who forming their Judg- 
ment upon the Defects of good en, conceive 
perfection to be a mere imaginary Notion. They 
believe indeed, that, conſidering how apt Man is 
to fall ſhort of his Duty, the Rule preſcribed him 
ſhould be exact, and that he ſhould be frequently 
preſſed and exhorted to Perfection: But that the 
Thing itſelf is too difficult for Man to attain. But 
to this Objection I muſt oppoſe theſe few Things: 


(1.) Taz Beginning of Virtue is the moſt dif- 
heult Part of it: The nearer we approach to Per- 
ſection, the eaſier, as well as pleaſanter, is Reli- 
gion. (2.) The avoiding the Difficulties of Re- 
izion does but plunge us into worſe, We are ne- 

| ceſſarily 
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ceffatily: under this Dilemma: If we will attain 
Peace and Tranquility of Mind, we muſt mortif/ 
the Appetites of the : If on the other Hand, 
rn the Appetites of the Body, we can- 
not do ſo without offering much Violence to the 
Mind. And if this be fo; if ſuch be the Oppoſi- 
tion between the Soul and the Body, that there is 
no Way to true Peace and Pleafure, but by the 
Mortification of the one or the other, then it will 
be eaſy to reſolve what we are to do. For thoſe 
Appeals which Atheiſts themſelves make to Rea- 
fon, proclaim” the Soul of Man to be the nobler 
Part of him. Beſides, the Soul is the mote vital, 
the more tender and ſenſible Part of us: And con- 
ſequently the Affliction of this muſt render us far 
more miſerable than any Hardſhips Virtue can 
impoſe upon the Body. (3.) Whatever be the 
Difficulties of Virtue, they will ſoon vaniſh if we 
often call to Mind, that Peace and Joy are the 
Fruit of Virtue; but Shame and Remorſe of Sin: 
That no Man ever yet repented of his reſiſting 
and conquering his z but no Man ever yet 
did not repent of following them, unleſs he died 
as much à Brute as he lived: That Heaven is a 
cheap Purchaſe, whatever it coſt us; but the Plea- 
ſure of Sin a very dear one, how eaſily ſoever we 
come by it: And finally, That we are not our 
own Maſters : There is a God to whom we ſtand 
accountable for our Actions: And conſequent!y 
whether we will or will not, we muſt either un- 
dergo the Hardſhip and Diſcipline of Virtue, or 
the eternal Plagues and Puniſhments of Sin. Laſt- 
Iy, the Truth is, this Opinion of the Impoſſibilit 
of Perfection, has both been begot and cheriſhed 
by wild Schemes of it. But I have here recom- 
mended to the World, no fantaſtick or enthuſi- 
aſtick Perfection: I have advanced no Heights of 


Virtue, but what many at this Day a fen 
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in themſelves; None, I am ſure, but what the 
Followers of the bleſſed Jeſus actually attained and 
practiſed. Be ye Followers of us, faid the Apoſtles, 
as we are of Chriſt. Their Lives were as bright 
a Rule as their Doctrine: And by their own Ac- 
tions they "demonſtrated the Power of the Faith 
they taught. They did not, like the Scribes and 
Phariſees, bind. heavy Burdens upon others, and not 
move them with their Finger; they did not like A. 
riſtetle, magnify Temperance and Modeſty at the 
Palaces and Carnivals of Princes; nor commend 
the Pleaſure of Wiſdom in the Gardens of Epicu- 
rus + But they lived as they taught, unſpotted by 
the Pleaſures, unbroken by the Troubles of the 
World; modeſt, ſerene, equal, and Heavenly- 
minded, in Honour or Diſhonour, Want or A- 
bundance, Liberty or Priſon, Life or Death. Let 
us then no longer object or diſpute, but with Faith 
and Patience be Followers of thoſe who have in- 
herited the Promiſes: Being encompaſſed with 4 
Cloud of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every Weight, and 
the Sin which doth fo eafily beſet us; and iet us 
run with Patience the Race that is ſet before ut, look- 
ng wont Jeſus, the Author and Finiſber of our Faith; 
for the Foy that was ſet before Him, endured 
the Croſs, oeſpifng the Shame, and is ſet dawn at the 
Right-hand of the Throne of Gov. | | 


5 THERE are others who look on this Doctrine 
of Perfection as a Deſign againſt the Pleaſures of 
Mankind. What, ſays ſuch a one, ſhall T let go 
my 8 Pleaſure out of my Hands, to hunt af- 
ter 1 know not what ? Shall I quit Pleaſures that 
are obvious, for ſuch as have no Being, it may 
be, but in Speculation ? Or at leaſt, are never to 
de —_— by any, but ſome few Favourites of 
Gop ? Pleaſures that have Matter and Subſtance 
in them, for ſuch as I can no more graſp than I 
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can Dreams and Viſions? But this I anſwer, this 
etty Talk is all but ſtupid Ignorance and groſs 
Miſtake. For, (1.) As to innocent and virtuous 
Pleaſure, no Man need part with it. I endeavour 
not to deprive Man of this, but to refine and pu- 
rify it. And he that prefers either filly or vicious 
Pleaſure before Religion, is wretchedly miſtaken. 
For, (2.) Perfect Rel ion is full of Pleaſure, 
Had we but once arrive at true Purity of He 
what could be fo full of Pleaſure as Religion? 
What can be more delightful to a grateful Soul 
than Blefling and Praiſing Gop ; Allelujahs to a 
Soul ſnatched from the Brink of Deſtruction into 
the Boſom of its Maſter ? What can be more 
tranſporting than the Tenderneſſes of a holy Con- 
trition, made up, like Mary Magdaten's, of Sor. 
row and Love, Humility and Glory, Confuſion 
and Confidence, Shame and Joy? What can be 
more tranſporting than Love, the Love of a Chri- 
ian, when he is all Love, as Gop is Lowe; 
when he deſires nothing in Heaven nor on Earth, but 
Gop; when all Things are Dung and Dreſs 18 
him in Compariſon of Jelus ! (4.) It the Pleaſures 
of the World be more tranſporting than thoſe of 
Religion, it is becauſe we have we, aith. Laſtly, 
What is infinuated in the Objection, that the 
Pleaſures of the World are more numerous, or 
obvious, than thoſe of Religion, is altogether a 
falſe and groundleſs Fancy. In every Place, and 
in every'State, the Pleaſures of Virtue wait upon 
the perſect Man. They depend not, Iike thoſe 
of the Body, on a thouſand Things that are not 
in our Power, but only on Gon, and our own 
Integrity. Theſe Obſtacles being removed, and 
the Mind fully convinced of the Happineſs that 
reſults from a State of Perſection, and of his Obli- 
ge tion to ſurmount the Difficulties which obſtn 
bis Way to it, there ſeems to be nothing now | 


EE 4 , T > > TOE RR 


to 


-S cs „ mc yoo mn td * — Am — 


.. . SS . 6.0 ² w oe oo OR 


after HApeiness. III 


to diſappoint him of it, but too much Fondueſs 
for the World, or too much Indulgence to the 
Body; which I am next, tho' but briefly, to con- 


ider . | 


4. THERE is a Love of the World, which if it 
do not utterly deſtroy our Hope of eternal Salva- 
tion, yet it abates our Vigour, hinders our Per- 
ſection, and bereaves us of many Degrees of Plea- 
ſure at preſent, and Glory hereafter. The In li- 
cations of this, are tov much Concern for the 
Pomp and Shew of Life; too much Exactneſs in 
tte Modes and Cuſtoms of it; too quick a Senſe 
of Reputation, Preheminence and Praiſe ; too 
much Induſtry to grow rich, to add Houſe te Houſe, 
end Land to ; too briſk a Reliſh of the. Plea- 
ſures of the World; too great a Gaiety of Mind 
upon Succeſs; too much Dejection upon Diſap- 
poinments; too much Care and too much Dili- 
gence; an encumbering Adee one's ſelf 
too far in worldly. Affairs; too much Levity, too 
much Eaſe. cle, I ſay, are the Symptoms of 
3 Mind till tainted with a Love of the World, 
tho' perhaps not to Death. However, it will be 
enough to check the Vigour, and dilute the Reliſh 
of the Mind. Now the only Way to overcome 
this Deſect, and to captivate the Mind entirely to 
the Service of Religion, is to conſider frequently 
and ſeriouſly the Rewards of Perſection, the Plea- 
ſure that will attend it in another Life. They 
who duly think, how ſoon the Faſhion, the Pomp 
and Grandeur of this World paſſes away, and how 
much better their heavenly Country is than their 
earthly, will neither weep nor rejoice with too 
much Paſſion 3 neither buy nor paſſeſs with too 
much Application of Ming, In one Word, he 
that ſo thinks of that Day, wherein Chriſt, who 


1 ur Life, Hall appear, and we alſo appear with 
"© K 2 Him 
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the Lord: Whatever rees of A 
had for any Thing of that Nature, they will al 


Mall miſcarry. The Spirit is wil 
viour, - but the Fleſh is weak. Without much Care, 
and much Watchfulneſs, the Vigour of our Minds 


_ Holine 7 in the Fear of Bleſſed i- 
- feareth akoays. Secondly, The \Stedfa neſs of Hope; 
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Him in Glory, that he comes to love and long for 


it, will have no great Taſte of the Honours, or 
the Pleaſures, or the Intereſts of Life; nor will he 


be ſlothful or remiſs, but fervent in Spi "oy ſervirg 
ction be 


vaniſh; he will bave no Emulation but for good 


; Works, no Ambition but for Glory ; I mean that 
which is eternal; In the Purſuit of this will he 


lay out the Strength and Vigour of his Mind, for 


this he will retrench his Profit, for this he will 
deny his Pleaſure, for this he will be content to 
de obſure, mean and laborious; for if the World 

be once crucified to him, he will the more eaſily 
bear the being crucified to it. 


5. AFTER all, there is 2 Infirmity of the Fleſh, 


MES which, if we do not 9 5 heartily, . 
ing, ſaid our da 


will be relaxed, the Force of our Spirits will flag 


and droop, and we ſhall ſoon loſe the Reliſh of 


_Religion. The effectual Remedies againſt. this 
"Frailty and Fickleneſs of our Nature, are Two: 
1 5 Godly Fear; and this, the Purity and Pre- 
ſence of Gop, the Strictneſs and Impartiality of 
'2 judgment to come, the Loſs of an eternal 


a the Terrors of eternal Puniſhment, the 


Number and Strength of Temptations, and the 


| Conſcience of our own Weakneſs, may woes 8 


us. Let us then, not onl 3 but alſo 


Ha 


of Hope that waits and _ longs for the Coming of 
_ our Loxp. This will invite us often to take 3 
View of Canaan; this will fill the Mind often 
With the Beauties and the Glories of Eternity; 1 
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r mill often callito-our Thees the Security, the 
Reſt, the Tranſports of another World, the Love 
of Gon and of Fe/ſws, incorruptible Crowns, the 

Allelujahs of Angels, the Shouts of Victory, the 

Fruit of — dhe Streams that Water 

the Paradliſe .of (Gon, And euer) ſuch Ohject 

d will chide us out of aur Weakneſs and Courdice 

at every ſuch Thought will cuphraid us aut of our 

ie Lazineſs and N ; we hall hear always 
ſounding in our Ears the Words af e to his 

Diſciples, bat ! can ye not watch with me one 

Hour? and do you ex to reign with me for 

ever | Or thoſe to the Church of Laodicea, To him 

that overcometh nwill I grant to fit with Me in my 

Throne ; as I have overcome, an am fat down with 

my Father in his Throne. 


AND now, Reader, if you find I have done you 
a- any 2 = Return I be boy oY you — — 1 
e will r. Fraiſe and Thanks unto.Gop ; | 
Gs 200 next, whenever you are in the Vigour-of the [ 
ag _ and the Ardours of Faith and Love, before 1 
D in Prayer, put up theſe, or the like Petitions 1 
for me, which I now offer up for myſelf. 


e- ON Gon, and my Father, 82 


of e.of thy Word, 6 and the Gre #1 irit | 
. = x. Ede pr of. 7 ty Fear, l 
ne and to Ste 72 unto t 1 
he End. Parent fin my Life; 1 
in and accep Serwaces #hridJeſus Chriſt. 
ef And becauſe (tho, after All we can do, we are un- 


— ) e, pre will yet re- 


Reward, I ſhould 
* 42 
1 

fille 


feble Majeſty, had not thine own Goodneſs, thine own 
Spirit kindled this Ambition in me. Behold ! what 


Manner of Love is this, that we ſhould be called 
the Sons of Gop ! Theſe are the Words of thy Ser- 


vant St. John: And now therefore my Soul can never 
be at Reft, eg by Lt: 1 a 
never be ſatisfy d till I 

vouchſafe me, T ie — — thy 
Fait 12 2 2 of thy 


dearly beloved Son. 


End of Dr. Lvcas 8 Works. 
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Ibave ſeen all the Works that are under" the 


Fun; and bebold, En 
Nr 1 | ns | 


bau 0 
| 0 dive eee Being and 
Operation, and to be unſubordinate to 
any further End above himſelf, as it is 
utterly repugnant to the Condition of a 

Creature, ſo to Man eſpecially; who, 
W the Limitedneſs of his Nature, as he is a 
Creature, hath contracted much Deficiency, as he 
is a Sinner. Gop never made him to be an End 
unto himſelf, to be the Center of his own/Motions, 
or to be happy only by Reflection on his own Ex- 
cellencies. Something ſtill there is without him, 
unto. which he moves, and from whom Gon hith 
en that be * * either 
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tion in, or Advancement and Perfection unto his 
Nature. What that is, upon which the Deſires 
of Man ought to fix, as his Reſt and End, is, the 
main Diſcovery that the 'Wiſeman makes in this 
And he doth it by an hiſtorical and peni- 
tential Review of his" formet' Enquiries: From 
ig he ſtates the Point in two main Conclu- 
1 1 


Tus Firſt, The Creatures mene in the 
2 of the Book, Satin Y Te, all is 


Vanity. 


Taz Fay Man $ Day to en. ay your $ 

All. ſufficiency to Man, in the End of the Book 

Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole Matter: Fear 

God, and keep his Commandments; for this it the 

_ Duty, the whole End, the whole Happineſs of 
n 


Tas former of theſe two, namely, the Infufh- 
af the Creature to ſutiate the Deſires of the 
Soul of Man, is the Point I am now to ſpeak of. 


Fon underſtanding whereof, we muſt know, 
chat it was not Go in the Creation, but 8 8 
4he Curſe which attended it, that 0 
ure 
made very Thing in itſelf very 5 and w_ 
fore very fit for the Debres of nary $009; ar 4. — 
Dther to Stake Satistaclion from. So the meaneſt af 
the Creatures were at firſt filled with ſo much 
(Goodneſs, as did not only declare the Glory of 
Gon, but in their Rank likewiſe miniſter Content 
to the Mind of Man. It was the Sin of Man that 
filled the Creature with Vanity, and it is the Vanity 
of the Creature that fills the Soul of Man with 
Veaatian- As Sin makes Man come Hon. of 
1 12 
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Gtory, which is the Reſt of Soul in the Fruition of 
God in Himſelf: So doth it make him come ſhort 
of Content too, which is the Reſt of the Soul in 
the Fruition of Go in his Creatures. Sin took 
away Gop's Favour from the Soul, and his Bleſ- 
fog f from the Creature; it put Bitterneſs into the 

that it cannot teliſh the Creature; and it put 
Vanity into the SO bg? it Pts nouriſh 
nor ſatisfy the Soul. hat, 


Tux Deſires of the Soul can never be atb fel 
with any Good, till chey find in it theſe FRY 
lities, Proportioh and Propriety. | 


Firſt, Nor RI can ſatisf the Dibres of t 
Soul, till it bears a Fitness the Da For it i 
with the Mind as with the Body; the richeſt Attire 
that i is, if it be either too looſe or tod ſtrait, hows 
cver it may pleaſe a Man's Pride, muſt needs of- 
fend his Body. Now nothing is proportionable to 
the Mind of Man, but that which hath Reference 
to it, as it is a ſpiritual Soul. For though a Man 
have the fame ſenſitive Appetite about him, which 
we find in Beafts ; yet, inalmuch as that Appetite 
was in Man created ſubordinate to Reaſon, and o- 
bedient to the Spirit, it can never be fully fatisfied 
with its Object, unleſs that likewiſe be ee 
and linked to the Object of the ſuperior Facult 
which is Gop. So then the Creature can never 
proportionable to the Soul of Man, till it bring 
Gop along with it: So long as it is empty of Gon, 
ſo lung muſt it needs be full of Vanity and Vexa- 
tion. 


Bor now it is not ſufficient that there be Pro- 
portion, unleſs withall there be Propriety: For 
God is a proportiqnable Good to the Nature of 


Devils, as \well as of Men or good Angels; yet no 
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Good comes by that to them, becauſe He is none 
of their Gop, they bave no Intereſt in Him, 
Wealth is as commenſurate to the Mind and Occa- 
ſions of a Beggar as of a Prince; yet the Goodneſs 
and Comfort of it extends not unto him, becauſe 
he hath no Propriety, in any. Now Sin hath taken 
away the Propriety which we have in Good, hath 
unlinked that Golden Chain, whereby the Creature 
was joined to Gop, and Gop with the Creature 
came along to the Mind of Man. So that till we 
can recover this Union, and make up this Breach 
again, it is impoſſible for the Soul of Man to re- 
ceive any Satisfaction from the Creature alone : 
Though a Man may have the Poſſeſſion of it as a 
naked Creature, yet not the Fruition of it as a good 
Creature: For the Creature is not good to any, but 
by the B'efſing and Word accompanying it. And 
Man naturally bath no Right to the Bleſſing of the 
Creature; for it is Godlineſs which hath the Pro- 
miſes, and by 2 the Bleſſing as well of 
this, as of the other Lite, And Gop is not recon- 
ciled to us, nor re- united to the Creature, but only 
in and through Crit. So then the Mind of Man 
is fully ſati with the Creature, only when it 
finds Gop and Chrift together in it: Gop makin 
the Creature ſuitable to our inferior Deſires, — 
Chrift making both Gop and the Creature ours; 
Gop giving Proportion, and Chrift giving Pro- 
„ n 


Tuksz Things thus explained, let us now con- 
ſider the Inſufficiency of the Creature to confer, and 
the Unſatisſfiableneſs of the Fleſh to receive, any 
ſolid Satisfaction from any of the Works which are 
done under the Sun. Man is naturally a proud 
Creature, of high Projects, of unbounded Deſires, 
ever framing to himſelf I know not what imagi- 
naty Felicities, which have no more Proportion op 

, . * 
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real and true Content, than a King on a 


to 


a King on a Throne, than the Houſes which Chil- 


dren make of Cards, to a Prince's Palace. Ever 
fince the Fall of Adam, he hath an Itch in him to 
be a God within himſelf, the Fountain of his own 
Goodneſs; loth he is to go beyond himſelf, or 
what he thinks properly his own, for that in which 
he reſolveth to place his Reſt. But alas, after he 
had toiled out his Heart, and waſted his Spirits, in 
the moſt exact Inventions, that the Creature could 
miniſter to him; Salomon here, the moſt experi- 
enced for Enquiry, the moſt wiſe for Contrivance, 
the moſt wealthy for compaſling ſuch earthly De- 
lights, hath, after man Years ting out the fineſt 
Flour, and torturing Nature to extract the moſt 
exquiſite Spirits which the Varieties of the Crea- 
tures could afford, at laſt pronounced of them all, 


that they are Vanity and Vexation of Spirit: Like 


Thorns, in their gathering they prick, that is their 
Vexation; and in their burning, they ſuddenly 
blaze and conſume away, that is their Vanity. 
Vanity in their Duration, frail and periſhable 
Things; and Vexation in their Enjoyment, they 
but diſquiet the Heart. The Eye, faith Solomon, 1s 
not ſatisfied with Seeing, nor the Ear with Hearing : 
Notwithſtanding they be the wideſt of all the Senſes, 
can take in more Abundance with leſs Satiety, and 
ſerve more immediately for the Supplies of the rea- 
ſonable Soul ; yet a Man's Eye-ſtrings may even 
crack with Vehemency of Poring, his Ears may be 
filled with all the Variety of Harmonies, and yet 
ſtill his Soul within him be as greedy to (ce and 
hear more, as it was at firſt, 


Wno would have thought that the Favour of a 
Prince, the Adoration of the People, the moſt con- 
ſpicuous Honours of the Court, the Liberty of ut- 
terly deſtroying his moſt bitter Adverſaries, the 

oL, XLI. L Sway 
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Sway of the State, the Concurrency of all the Hap- 
pineſs, that Wealth, or Honour, or Intimatenc(s 
with the Prince, or Deity with the Pcople, or Ex- 
treinity of Luxury could afford, would poſſibly have 
left any Room in the Heart of Haman for Diſcon- 
tent? And yet do but obſerve, how the Want of 
one 7ew's Knee (who dares not give Divine Wor- 
ſhip to any but his Loxp) blaſts all his other Glo- 
ries, brings a Damp upon all his other Delights, 
makes his Head hang down, and his Mirth wither: 
So little Leaven was able to ſour all the Queen's 
Banquet, and the King's Favour. Nay Solomon, 2 
Man that did not uſe the Creature with a ſenſual, 
but with a critical Fruition, To find out that Good 
which Gop had given Men under the Sun, and that 
in ſuch Abundance of all Things, Learning, Ho- 
hour, Pleaſure, Peace, Plenty, oY, nihcence, fo- 
reign Supplies, royal Viſits, noble Confederacies; 
even he was never able to repoſe his Heart upon 
any, .or all theſe Thin ether, till he brings in 
the Fear of the Lon for the Cloſe of all. 


Lafily, Look on the People of /e; Gop had 
delivered them from a bitter Thraldom, had di- 
vided the Sea before them, and deſtroyed their E- 
nemies behind them, had given them Bread from 
Heaven, and fed them with Angels Food, had 
commanded the Rock to ſatisfy their Thirſt, and 
made the Canaanites to melt before them ; his Mer- 
cies were magnified with the Power of his Miracles, 
and his Miracles crowned with the Sweetneſs of bis 
Mercies ; beſides the Aſſurance of great Promiſes 
fo be performed in the Holy Land: And yet inthe 
Midft of all this, we find nothing but Murmuring 
and Repining; Gop had given them Meat for their 
Faith, but they muſt have Meat for their Luſt too; 
it was not enough that Gop ſhewed them Mercies, 
unleſs his Mercies were dreſſed up, and _ 
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their Palate : They tempted Gop, and limitted the 
Holy One of Iſrael, faith the Prophet: So infinitely 
unſatisfiable is the fleſhly Heart of Man, either with 
Mercies or Miracles, that bring nothing but the 
Creatures to it. 


Tux Ground whereof, is, the vaſt Diſpropor- 
tion which is between the Creature and the Soul of 
Man, whereby it comes to paſs, that it is abſolutely 
impoſſible for one to fill up the other. The Soul 
of Man is a Subſtance of unbounded Defires ; aud 
that will eaſily appear, if we conſider him in any 
Eftate, either created or corrupted. 


In his created Eſtate he was made with a Soul 
capable of more Glory, than the whole Earth, or 
all the Frame of Nature, though changed into, one 
Paradife, could afford him: For he was fitted to fo 
much Honour, as an infinite and everlaſting Com- 
munion with Gop could bring along with it. 
And Gop never in the Creation gave any Creature, 
a proper * ny Boy a Thing, to which he did not 
withall implant fuch Motions and Defires in that 
Creature, as ſhould be ſomewhat ſuitable to that 
Capacity, and which might (if were preſerved 
entire) have brought Man to the Fruition of that 
Good which, be defired. For notwithſtanding it 
be true, that the Glory of Gop cannot be attained, 
by Virtue of any Action which Man either can, or 
ever could have performed: Yet Gop was pleaſed 
out of Mercy, for the magnifying bis Name, ns 
communicating of his Glory, the Advancement 
his Creature, to enter into Covenant with Man; 
and for his natural Obedience to, promiſe him a ſu- 
pernatural Reward. 


Tuts, I fay, was even then out of Mercy, in- 
aſmuch as Adam's Obedience of Works could no 


L2 ; more 
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more in any Virtue of its own, but only in Gop's 
merciful Contract and Acceptance, merit everlaſt- 
ing Life, than our Obedience of Faith can now. 
Only the Difference between the Mercy of the firſt 
and ſecond Covenant, (and it is a great Difference) 
is this: Gop did out of Mercy propoſe Salvation 
to Adam, as an infinite Reward of ſuch a finite Q- 
bedience, as Adam was able by his own created 
Abilities to have performed: As if a Man ſhould 
Ine a Day-labourer an hundred Pounds for his 
y's Work, which perform indeed he did by his 
own Strength, but yet did not merit the thouſandth 
Part of that Wages which he receives: But Gop's 
Mercy to us, is this, That He is pleaſed to beftow 
upon us, not only the Reward, but the Work and 
Merit which procured the Reward, that He is 
in us to reward another Man's Work, even 
the Work of Chrift our Head: As if when one 
Captain had by his own Wiſdom diſcomfited and 
defeated an Enemy, the Prince notwithſtanding 
ſhould reward his ice, with the Advancement 
of the whole Army which he led. But this by the 
Way : Certain in the mean Time it is, that Gop 
created Man with ſuch Capacitics and Deſires, as 
could not be limitted with any, or all the Excel- 
lencies of his fellow and finite Creatures. 


| Nay, look even upon corrupted Nature, and 
there we ſhall ſtill diſcover this Reſtleſſneſs of the 
Mind of Man, though in an evil Way, to pro- 
mote itſelf. Whence ariſe Diſtractions of Heart, 
Thoughts for To-morrow, Rovings of the Soul 
after infinite Varieties of earthly Things, Spark les 
of endleſs Thoughts, thoſe ſecret Flowings, and 
Ebbs, and Tempeſts of that Sea of Corruption in 
the Heart of Man; but becauſe it can never find any 
Thing on which to reſt, or that hath Room enough 
to entertain ſo ample a Gueſt ? Let us r 
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little into the Particulars of that great Diſproportion 
and ny of any, IM all the Creatures under 
the Sun, to make up an adequate Happineſs for the 
Soul of Man. ä 

$0LOMON here it in two Words, Va- 
nity and Vexation. From the firſt of theſe we ma 
obſerve a threefold Diſproportion between the Sell 


Fist, In Regard of their Nature, they are baſe 
in Compariſon of the Soul of Man. If we weigh 
the Soul of Man, and all the Creatures under the 
Sun t we ſhall find them lighter than Va- 
ey c. A 


l the Goodneſs and r of the 
Creature ariſeth from one of theſe two Grounds ; 
either from Man's coining, or from Gop's; either 
from Opinion impoſed upon them by Men, or from 
ſome real Qualities which they have in their Nature, 
Many Things there are which have all that Worth 
which they carry among Men, not from their own 
Qualities, but from human Inſtitution, or from 
ſome f that attend os or Hom ſome 
other outward Impoſition. hen a Man gives 
Money for Meat, we muſt not think there 185 
natural Proportion of Worth between a Piece 
dilver and a Piece of Fleſh; for that Worth which 
is in the Meat is its own, whereas that which is in 
the is by human Appointment. The like 
we ſay for Titles of Honour; they 
bring Aintdority with them from other yet 
they do not of themſelves, by any proper Virtue 
of their own, put any ſolid Merit into the- Man, 
Honour is but the raiſing the Rate and Value of a 
Man, it carries nothing of Subſtance along with itz 
38 in raifing the Valuation of Gold from Twenty 
Shillings to Twenty-two, the Matter is the fame, 
only the Eftimation — It is in the 

3 
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of the King to raiſe a Man out of Priſon, like - 


ſeph, and give him the next Place to himſelf. 


Tunis then is a plain Argument of the Baſeneſs 
of any of theſe Things, in Compariſon of the Soul 


of Man, and by Conſequence of their great Diſa- 


bility to ſatisfy the ſame: For can a Man make any 
Thing equal to himſelf? Can a Man advance a 
Piece of Gol 

tual, an eternal Subſtance? A Man may make 
himfelf like theſe Things, he may debaſe himſelf 
into the Vileneſs of an Idol: They that make them, 


are like unto them : He may undervalue and uncoin 


himſelf, blot out Gop's Image and Inſcription, and 
write in the Image and Inſcription of Earth and 
Satan; he may turn himſelf into Braſs, and Iron, 
and reprobate Silver, as the Prophet ſpeaks; but 
never can any Man raiſe the Creatures to the Worth 
of Man. e are redeemed with Silver and Gold 
from our vain Converſation, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 
i. 18. And therefore theſe Things are of too baſe 


a Nature to be put into the Ballance with the Squls 


of Men; and that Man infinitely undervalues the 


Work of God, the Image of God, the Blood of 
Gop, who, for ſo baſe a Purchaſe as Money, or 


Preferment, or any earthly Reſpect, doth either 
- hazard his own, or betray the Souls of others. 


Tuis ſhould teach all thoſe, upon whom the 


Lon p hath beſtowed a greater Portion of this fan- 
cied Felicity, I mean, of Money, Honour, Repu- 


tation, or the. like: Fir//, Not to truſt in uncertain 
upon a Foundation of their own 


Riches, not to rel 


laying for Satisfaction to their Soul, nor to boaſt in 


d or Silver into a reaſonable, a ſpiri- 


che Multitude of their Riches, (for that is certain) 
one great Effect of the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, to 
perſuade the Soul, that there is more in them than 
indeed there is) . . 
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Reaſon in the ſame Place, No Man can by any 
Means redeem his Brother, nor give God a Ranſom 


for him. 


And Secondly, It may teach them, as not to 
truſt, ſo not to ſwell with theſe Things neither. 
If they cannot change an Hair of a Man's Head, 
nor add an Inch to his Stature, they can much leſs 
make an Acceſſion of the leaſt Dram of Merit, or 
real Value to the Owners of them. And ſurely, if 
Men could ſeriouſly conſider, that they are ſtill 
Members of the ſame common Body, and that of 
a twofold Body, a civil and myſtical Body ; and 
that though they haply may be the more honoura- 
ble Parts in one Body, yet in the other they may 
be leſs honourable; that the Poor, whom they de- 
ſpiſe, may in Chriffs Body have a higher Room 
than they; (as the Apoſtle ſaith, Hath net Gon 
choſen the Poer in this World, rich in Faith? James 
ii. 5.) I fay, if Men could compare Things rightly 
together, and conſider that they are but the greater 
Letters in the ſame Volume, and the Poor the 
ſmaller; though they take up more Room, yet they 
put no more Matter nor Worth into the World 
which they compound, they would never ſuffer the 
Tympany of Pride, or Contempt of their meaner 
Brethren, to prevail within them. There was not 
one Price for the Soul of the poor Man, and ano- 
ther for the Rich; there is not one Table for Chriſi's 
meaner Gueſts, and another for his ter; but 
the Faith is a common Faith, the Salvation a common 
Saluation, the Rule a common Rule, the Hope @ cm- 
mon Hope; one LORD, and one Spirit, and one Bap- 
25 and one GoD and Father of all; and one Foun=. 

lon, and one Houſe; and therefore we ought to 
have the ſame Care and Compaſſion one of another. 


Secondh, 
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x ConsrDER that Goodneſs and Value 

which is fixed to the Being of the Creature, im- 
planted in it by Gop; and even thus we ſhall find 
them abſolutely unable to ſatisfy the Deſires of the 
reaſonable Soul. Gos is the Lozp of all the 
Creatures, are but as his ſeveral Monies, He 
coined them all: So much then of his as any 
Creature hath in it, ſo much Value it carries. 


Now Gop hath more communicated Himſe!f to 
Man, than to any other Creature: In his Creation 
we find Man made after the Similitude of Gon, 
and in his Reſtoration we find Gop made after the 
Similitude of Man, and Man once again after the 
Similitude of Gop. And now it is needleſs to 
- ſearch out the Worth of the Creature. Our Sa- 

viour will decide the Point: M bat ſhall it profit a 
Adan, though be gain the whole World, and loje bis 
um Squl? Or what ſball a Man give in Exchange 
fer his Sn] To which of the Creatures faid Gop 
at any Time, Let us create it our Image? Of 
which of the Angels faid He at any Time, Let w 
reftere them to our Image again There is no Crea- 
ture in Heaven or Earth, which is Recompence 

for the Loſs of a Soul. Can a Man carry 
che World into Hell with him, to bribe the 
or corrupt his Tormentors? No, faith the Pfſalmiſt, 
His Glory ſhall not deſcend after him, Pſalm xlix. 17. 
But can he buy out his Pardon before he comes 
thither ? No neither: The Redemption of a Soul is 
mere precious, Verſe 83. We know the Apoſtle 
_ counts all Things Dung; and will Gop take Dung 
in Ex for a Soul? Certainly, Beloved, when 
2 Man can ſow Grace in the Furzows of the Field, 
when he can fill his Barns with Glory, when he 
can get Bags full of Salvation, when he can plow 
up Heaven out of the Earth, and extract Gop out 


_ «f tho Creatures, then he may be able to find that 
in 
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in them which ſhall ſatisfy his Deſires : But 'till 
then, let a Man have all the Curioſities of Nature 
heaped into one Veſſel, let him be moulded out of 
the moſt delicate Ingredients that. the World can 
contribute, let there be in his Body a Concurrency. 
of all Beauty, in his Nature an Eminence of all 
Sweetnels, in his Mind a Conſpiration of the moſt, 
choice Varieties of all Kind of Learning; yet ſtill 

the Spirit of that Man is no whit more valuable, 
no whit more propurtionable to eternal Happineſs, . 
than the Soul of an illiterate Beggar. Difference 
indeed there is, and that juſtly, to be made, be- 


expire within a few Years: And after, the 
Duſt of the Beautiful and Deformed, of the Learn 
ed and I of the Honourable and Baſe, are 
promiſcuouſly intermingled, and Death hath e- 
all; then at laſt there will come a Day, 

when all Mankind ſhall be ſummoned naked, wich- 


tleties of choice Wits, the knotty Queſtions and 
Strife of Words, the Diſputes of Reaſon, the Vari- 
ety of Reading, the Circle of Learning, purſued. 
with ſo much Eagerneſs by the more ingenious 
Spirits of the World, ſhall be pronounced but the 


tin Cobwebs of a better-tempered Wr 
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and laſtly, when the poor deſpiſed Profeſſion of the 
Power of Chriſtianity, a trembling at the Word of 
Gop, a ſcrupulous Forbearance, not of Oaths on- 
ly, but idle Words, a Tenderneſs and Aptneſs to 
b eed at the Touch of any Sin, a Boldneſs to with- 
ſtand the Corruptions of the Times, a Conſcience 
of but the Appearance of Evil, a walking mourn- 
fully and humbly before Gop, and heroical Reſo- 
lution to be ſtrict and circumſpeR, to walk in an 
exact Holineſs, in the Midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe Generation, the ſo much ſcorned Peeviſhne 
of a few filly un ed Hypocrites, as the World 
eſteems them, ſhall! from the Mouth of Gop Him- 
ſelf, be declared to have been the true and narrow 
Way which leadeth unto Salvation, and the Ene- 
mies thereof ſhall, when it is too late, be driven to 
that deſperate Confeſſion, Ni Fools counted their Life 
Madneſs, and their End to have been without Honour; 
how are they rechoned among the Saints, and have 


A $EeconD Branch of the Diſproportion between 
the Soul of Man and the Creatures, arifing from 
the Vanity thereof, is their Deadneſs, Unprofita- 
bleneſs, Inefficacy by any Virtue of their own, to 
cenvey or preſerve Life in the Soul. n 


Hayeiness, in the Scripture Phraſe, is called 
Life, conſiſting in a Communion with Gop in 
his Holineſs and Glory. Nothing then can truly 
be a Prop to hold up the Soul, which cannot either 
preſerve that Life which it hath, or convey that 
which it hath not. Charge thoſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
that are rich in this World, they be not bigh- 
Bioing Gon, M 13. He pe the Lite 

ing God, 1 Tim. vi. 17. oppoſeth the Li 
of Gos, to the Vanity 22 the Word 
is, to the Inevidence of Riches, whereby a Man can 
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never demonſtrate to himſelf or others, the Cer- 
tainty or Happineſs of Life. Let Ca. 1276 
he without Govetouſneſs, that is, not make an 
Idol of the Creature; do not heap Veſſels full of 
Money „and then think that you are all 
ſure: The Creature hath no Life in it; nay, it 
hath no Truth in it neither: There is Deceit and 
Cozenage in Riches ; but ſaith he, Let your Con- 
ver/ation be with Content; conſider that what you 
have is the Portion which Gop hath allotted you, 
that Food which He findeth moſt convenient for 
you; He knows that more would but cloy ,you 
with Pride and Worldlineſs, that you have not 
Wiſdom, "Humility, Faith, Heavenly-mindedneſs 
enough to concoct a more plentiful Eſtate; and 
therefore receive your Portion from Him, truſt his 
Wiſdom and Care over you, For He ſaith, I will 
wt fail theey nor for/ake thee. 


Tur Life which we fetch from the Ciſtern, is a 
raniſhing Life: "There is ſtill, after the Uſe of it, 
leſs left behind than there was before; but the Life 
which we fetch from the Fountain, is a fixed, an 
abiding Life, as St. Jabn ſpeaks; or, as our Sa- 
viour calls it, a Life that abounds, like the pump- 
ing of Water out of a Fountain, the more it is 
drawn the faſter it comes, - 


We grant indeed, that the Loxb, being the 
Fountain of Life, doth allow the Creature, in Re- 
pard of Life temporal, ſome Concurrency in the 

ork of preſerving Life in us. But we muſt allo 
member, That the Creatures are but God's In- 
ſtruments in that Reſpect; and that, not as Servants 
ue to their Maſters, living Inſtruments, able te 
work without Concurrence of the ſuperior Cauſe z 
but dead Inftruments, which therefore muſt never 


be ſeparated from the Principal. Las Gap ie 
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from them that Concourſe of his own which addu- 
ates and applies them to their ſeveral Services, and 
all the Creatures in the World are no more able to 
preſerve the Body, than an Ax and an Hammer to 
ere ſome ſtately Edifice. It is not the Corn or 
the Flower, but the Staff of Bread which ſupports 
the Liſe; and that is not any Thing that comes out 
"of the Earth, but ſomething which comes down 
from HEaven, even the Bleſſing which ſanctifies 
the Creature: For Man liveth not by Bread alone, 
but by the IWard which proceedeth out of God'; 


Auth. 


Tus Creature cannot hold up itſelf, much lefs 
contribute to the Subſiſtence of other Things, un- 
leſs Gop continue the Influence of. his Bleſſing up- 
on it. As ſoon as Chrift had curſed the F ie-Tree, 
it preſently withered and dried up from the Roots; to 
ſhew that it was not the Root alone, but the Bleſ- 
ſing of Cbrit which did ſupport the Fig-Tree. 
The Creatures of themſelves, are indifferent to con- 
trary ions, according as they have been by 
God ſeverally applied. Fire preſerved the three 
Children in the Furnace, and the ſame Fire licked 
up the Inſtruments of the Perſecution. The ſame 
Sea was a Sanctuary to //rae/, and a Grave to - 
Opt: Jonab had been drowned, if he had not been 
devoured; the latter Deſtruction was a Deliverance 
from the former, and the Ravin of the Fiſh a Re- 
fuge from the Rage of the Sea: Pulſe kept Daniel 
in good Liking, which the Meat of the King's Ta- 
ble could not do the other Children : For indeed, 
Life is not a Thing merely natural, but of Promiſe, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks: Let the Promiſe be removed, 
and however a wicked Man lives as well as a righ- 
teous Man, yet his Life is but a breathing Death, 
only the cramming of him to a Day of Slaughter: 
When the Blefling of Gop is once ſubdued, = 


u- 
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Men labour in the very Fire, turn their vital Heat 
with Extremity of Pains into a very Flame, yet 
the Cloſe of all their Labour will prove noth 
but Vanity, as the Prophet ſpeaks. We ſhoul 
therefore pray unto Gop that we may live, not on- 
ly by the Creature, but by the Word which ſancti- 
eth the Creature, that we may not lean upon our 
Subſtance, but upon God's Promiſes, and may ftill 
_ God accompanying bis own Bleffivg unto our 


Bur here the Vanity and Wickedneſs of worldly 
Men is juſtly to be reproved, who reſt on the Crea+ 
ture as on the only Comfort of their Life, who 
count it their principal Joy when their Carn, and 
Vine, and Oil increaſe, ſacrifice to their own Net, 
which is the Idolatry of Covetouſneſs, ſo often 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, when all the Truſt, and 
Hope, and Glory, and Rejoicing which Men have 
is in the Creature, and not in Gop.) They 7 5 
faith the Pſalmiſt, in the Multitude of their Riches. 
Nay, ſo much Sottiſhneſs there is in the Nature of 
Man, and ſo much Sophiſtry in the Creature, that 
the proud Fool in the Goſpel, from the Greatneſs 
of his Wealth concludes the Length of his Life, 
Thou haſt much laid up for many Hart; and the 
Certainty of his Mirth and Pleaſure, Take thine 
Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. Their inward 
Thought is, that their Houſe ſhall endure for ever, 
and their dwelling Places to all Generations. pro- 
digious a Property is there in worldly Things, to 
obliterate all Notions of Gop out of the Heart of a 


Man, and = harden = to any 1 ay 
nations. ak unto thee in thy Proſperity, ſait 
the Lok D, 22. ſaidſt, I will not hear. Accord- 
ing to their Paſture, ſo were they filled : They were 
filed, and their Heart was exalted: Therefore have 
p forgotten Me. | | 
Vol. XLI. M Now 
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- Now that we may be inſtructed how to uſe — 
as becometh a dead 'and impotent Thi 
we may make Uſe of "theſe few Directions: Fi 
have thine Eye ever upon the Power of Gov. 
which 'alone animateth the 'Creature'to 'that Pitch 
__ which is in it, and who alone hath infinite 
2 to weaken the ſtrongeſt, or to arm the weak. 
ture againſt the fouteR Sinner. Peradven- 
——_— "haſt as much Lands and Poſſeſſions, 'as 
many Sheep and Oxen as Feb or Nabal; yet thou 
haſt not the Lordſhip of the Clouds; Gop can 
harden the Heavens over thee, He can fend the 
Mildew and Canker into thy Corn, and Rot and 
Murrain into — Cattel ; though thy Barns be full 
of Corn, and 51 Fats overflow with new Wine, 
He can break the Staff of thy Bread, that the 
lour and the Wine-preſs ſhall not feed thee; 
though thou have a Houſe full of Silver and Gold, 
He can put Holes into every Bag, and Chinks 
into every Ciſtern, that it ſhall all ſink away like 
a Winter Torrent. Gop can either deny thee 2 
Power and Will to enjoy it; and this'is as fore a 
Diſeaſe as Poverty itſelf: or elſe He can take away 
thy that thou ſhalt not reliſh any of thy 
Delicates ; He can ſend 'a Stone or à Gout that 
ſhall make thee willing to buy with all thy Riches, 
a poor and a diſhonourable Health; and, ? which 3 is 
et worſt of all, He can open thy Conſcience,” and 
et in upon thy Soul that Lion which lies at the 
Door, alive e the Sight of thine own Sins, 
the Experience of his Terrors, the Glimipſes of 
Hell, the Frenzy of Cain, the Diſpair of Judas, 
the Madneſs of 4chirophi!, the Trembling of Felix, 
Which will damp all thy Delights, and make all th 
ſweeteſt Morſels as the white of an Egg; at whi 
Pinch, however now thou admire Ind dere thy 
thick Clay, thou wduldſt count it the wiſeſt Bar- 
gain thou didſt ever make, to give all thy 1 


eee 


ture: But in as much as the Sin of Man boden 
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to the Poor, to feed with Micaiab in a Dungeon” 
on Bread of Affliction, and Mater of Affitio 4 
many Years together, that by ws or any 
Means thou mighteſt purchaſe that ineſtimable 
Peace, which the whole Earth, though changed 
into a Globe of Gold, or Diamonds cannot procure. 
$0 utterly. unable are all the Creatures in the World 
to give Life, that they cannot preſerve it from for- 
reign or domeſtick Aſfaults, nor remove thoſe Preſ- 
ſures which any Way diſquiet it. 


Secondly, To remove this natural Deadneſs of the 
Creature, or rather to recompence it by the Ac- 
ceſſion of a Blefling from God, uſe Means to re- 


duce it to its ny tive Goodneſs, The A poſtles 


2 us the Way, Every Creature of GoD is goed, 

erg fed by 2 Ward of Gop, and by Prayer. 
10 w lace, becauſe it is a Text that comes 
into daily Uſe with all Sorts of, Men, it will be 


needful to unfold ; 


1. Waar is meant by the I of the 
Creature. | 


2. Haw i is dba by the Word 


3. How we are to ſanQify it to. ourſelves by 
Prayer. þ 
For the-firſt, The Creature is then ſanctiſied, 


when the Curſe and Poiſon which Sin brought up- 
on it is removed; when we can uſe the Creatures 


with a clean Conſcience, and with Aſſurance of a 


renewed and comfortable Eſtate in them. It is an 


Alluſion to legal Purifications and Difference of 
Meats, Levit. xi. No Creature it inure of 1t{elf, 


faith the Apoſtle; in its own ſimple” created 
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all his Intereſt in the Creature, becauſe 4 1½%½ 3 
Man is legally dead, and a condemned Man is ut- 
terly deprived the Right of any worldly Goods; 
and in as much as the Sin of Man hath made him, 
though not a facrilegious Intruder, yet a prophane 
Abuſer of the good Things which remain; partly 
by indirect proving them, partly 8 deipiſing 
the Author of them, by muſtering up Gop's own. 
Gifts againſt Him in Riot, Luxury, Pride, Un- 
cleannets, Earthly-mindedneſs, hereby it comes to 
paſs, that to the Unclean, all Things are unclean, be- 
aue their Minds and Conſciences are defiled. Now 
the whole Creation being thus by the Sin of Man 
unclean, and by Conſequence unfitted for human 
Uſe, it was requiſite that the Creature ſhould have 
_ ſome Purification before it was to be allowed Men: 
Which was indeed legally done in the Ceremony, 
but really in the Subſtance by Chriſt, who hath 
delivered in Part, and will at laſt al deliver 
the Creatures from that Vanity and Malediction, 
unto which by Reaſon of the Sin of Man they 
were ſubjected, and faſhion them into the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of Gop, make them ft 
Places for the Saints to inhabit, or confer upon 
them a Glory which ſhall be in the Proportion of 
their Natures a ſuitable Advancement unto them, 
us the Glory of the Children of God ſhall be unto 
them. The Blood of Chriſ doth not only renew 
and purify the Soul and Body of Man, but waſh 
away the Curſe which adhereth to every Creature 
that Man uſeth; doth not only cleanſe and ſancti 
bis Church, but reneweth all the Creatures. Thoſe 
Men then who keep themſelves out of Chrift, 
and are by Conſequence under the Curſe, their 
Poſſeſſions likewiſe are under the Curſe; as their 
Conſciences ſo their Eſtates are till unclean: They 
eat their Meat like Swine rolled up in Dirt, the 
Dirt of their own Sin and of Gop's Malediction. 


the 
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The Creature therefore is then ſanctiſied, when 
the Curſe thereof .is waſhed away by Chri/fh. 


Now ſecondly, Let us ſee, How n 
is jauthified by Ferd. 

By Word we are not to underſtand the Word 
of Creation, wherein Gon ſpake, and all Things 
were made and ſerviceable to the Uſe of Man. 
For Sin after that Word, and defaced as well 
the Goodneſs which Cop put into the Creature, as 
his [ which He put into Man. But by Word, 
firſt in general, (oÞ's Command 
22 

ich they ſerve: In which 
——— — iv. 4. And elſe- 


4. By that Word I underſtand particulary the 


Fountain of that Bleſſing, which the Apoſtle calls 
in the Word of Truth, and The Goſpel of 


Salvation, and this Word is a ſanctifying Word.; 
danftify them by thy Truth, thy Word is Truth : 
And as it ſanctiſies us, ſo it ſanctifes the Creature 
too; it is the Fountain, not only of Eternal, but 
of Temporal Bleſfings: Therefore Ci did not 
only ſay to the Sick of the Palſy, thy Sins are for- 
given thee, but alſo, Ariſe and walk, intimati 
that Temporal Bleſſings come along with the 
pel; it hath the Promiſes, as well of this L as Gs 


that to come. Thus in general, 


Command of Gov, and the Fountain af that Bleſ- 


Bur yet nejther by the Bleſſing, ar as 
i be Creature eJFeQually ſanctined .unto us, 


by us apprehended with the Word and 
M 3 Promiſe . 
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-Promiſe, and this is done by Faith; for the Word, 
faith the Apoſtle, not thoſe that heard it, 
becauſe it was not mingled with Faith. For Faith 
hath this fingular Operation, to particularize, and 
fingle out Go and his Promiſes unto a Man's 
vp ſo then the Creature is ſanctiſied by the Ward, 
und Bleſſing believed and embraced, whereby we 
come to have a nearer Right and Peculiarity i in the 
Creatures which we enjoy: For being by Faith 
united —— 2 and av eter with Him (which 
is that noble Effect of Faith, to incorporate Chr:f 
and a Chriſtian t ) we thereby ſhare with 
Him in the Inheritance, not only of eternal Life, 
but even of the common Creatures: Fellow- 
theirs we are, and Co- partners with Him; there- 
fore in as much as Gor hath appointed him to be 
Heir of all Things, as the Apoſtles ſpeaks, we 
likewiſe in the Virtue of our Fellowſhi with Him, 
maſt in a ſubordinate Senſe be Heirs of all Things 
too. All it yours, ſaith the Apoſtle, and you are 
2 and Chri/t is Gop's. The Saints, faith 
St. Auguſtine, have all the World for their Poſſeſ- 
fion. And if it be here demanded bew this can 
de true, ſince we find the Saints of God often in 
great Want, and it would doubtleſs be Sin in them 
to uſurp another Man's Goods upon Preſumption 
of that Promiſe that Chrift is theirs, and with Him 


all Things: 


Po this 1 anſwer, ＋ In general; as Chrift tho 
He were the Heir of all Things, et for our Sakes, 
became poor, that we by his P wn might be 
made rich: So Gop 1 to — 
Faithful partake, not on the Privileges, but 
in the Poverty of Cbriſt, a, even by that Means 
they may be "rick in Faith and 8 * 


-G © D, «Having nothing, * zee poſſeſſing All 
VIS 4 I | ALL 
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2. ALL is ours in regard of Chriſtian Liberty; 
though our Hands are bound from the Poſſeſſion, 
yet our Conſciences are not bound from the Uſe 


of any. * e 


3. Tnovon the Faithful have not in the Right 
of their Inheritance any Monopoly or Ingroſſment 
of the Creatures to themſelves, yet ſtill they have, 
and ſhall have the Service of them all. That is 
thus. If it were poſſible for any Member of Cbriji 
to ſtand abſolutehy in Need of the Uſe and Service 
of the whole Creation, all the Creatures in the 
World ſhould ſurely wait upon Him, and be ap- 
propriated unto Him. The Moon ſhould ſtand 
ſtill, the Sun go back, the Lions ſhould ſtop their 
Mouths, the Fire ſhould give over Burning, the 


Rocks ſhould guſh out with Water, all the Crea- 


tures ſhould muſter up -themſelves to defend the 
Body of Chriff. But though no ſuch ablolute ne- 
ceſſity ſhall ever be, yet ordinarily we muſt learn 
to believe, that thoſe Things which Gop allows 
us, are beſt ſuitable to our particular Eſtate, Gon 
knowing us better than we do ourſelves: That as 
leſs would haply make us repine, ſo more would 
make us full, and Jift up-our Hearts againſt Gop, 
and ſet them on the World; ſo that all is ours, 
not abſolutely, but ſubordinately, ſerviceably, ac- 
eordingly to the Exigence of our Condition, to the 
Proportion of Faith, and. Furtherance of our Sal- 


vation. 2.4 Fe 1 ' 


The: third- particular; enquired into, was, Mow 


we do, by Prayer, ſanctify the Creature to our- 


ſelves ? This is done in theſe three Courſes : > | 


I nnn 
1. In procuring them. We ought not to ſet 
about any of our lawful Callings, without a par- 
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ticular a&drefling ourſelyes to Gon in Prayer. 
—— roy rere gere in the Diſtrek 
of his P prayed unto the GOD of Heaven, 
and then & unte the King, And June the 
Heathens ſelves ſhall in this Point, riſe up 
in Judgment againſt many prophane Chriſtians, 
who look oftner upon their Gold, than upon their 
Gon, as Sabian ſpeaks. We read often in their 


Writings, that in an — Culanni they did 
jointly — the. avour of — — 
Gods; that in any Matter of they 
made their Entry upon it by Prayer, commendi 

dhe Succeſs thereof to the Providence of thok 
Deities which they believed. Inſomuch that we 
read of Pub. Scipioa great Roman, thathe ever went 
to the Capitol before to the Senate, and all 
the Buſineſſes of the Common- wealth with Prayer. 
How much more then ought we to do it; who 


zods were; but have firſt, 
ng it; — — pray 


CI 


Who have ſecondly, the 


But upon every other ſolemn Occaſion. As for 
Example, before his Preaching, before his Eat- 
ing, before the Election of his Diſciples, before 
bis Transfiguration in the Mount, before, and 
in his Paſſion: Who have thirdly from Chriff that 
Fundamental Prayer, as Tertullian calls it, the 
Lord's! , as a Rule and Directory by Him 
framed, to inſtruct us how to pray, and to bound 
6ur etthavagant Deſires ; who laſtly have alſo the 
Altar of Chrift to receive, the Incenſe of Cbriſ 
40 perſume, the Name and Interceſſion of Chri/t 

0 


Example of Chriſt, to enforce it; for not only 
Morning and Evening was it his cuſtom to pray: 
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to preſent our Prayers unto GoD by; who have 
Cbriſi ſanctifying, and, as I may ſo ſpeak, pray- 
ing our Prayers unto his Father for us; as we 
read of the Angel of the Covenant, Who had 3 
golden Genſer, and much Jncenſe, to offer up the 
Prayers of the Saints, which was nothing elſe but 
the Mediation of Chri/?, bearing the Iniguity of 
our holy Things, as Aaron was appointed to do; 
nothing but his Interceſſion for us at the Right 
Hand of his Father. I ſay, how much more rea- 
ſon have we, than any Gentile could have, © 
conſecrate all our Enterprizes with gen to 

us la- 


Gop ? Humbly to acknowlege how j 
might blaſt all our Buſineſſes, and 
baur in the Fire; that unleſs He keep the Cit 
the Watchman watcheth in vain; that unleſs 
build the Houſe, their Labour is in vain that 
build itz that unleſs He give the Increaſe, the 
Planting of Paul, and the Watering of Apollo are 
but empty Breath; that it is only his Bleſſing on 
the diligent Hand which maketh rich without any 
Sorrow ; that unleſs He be pleaſed to favour our 
Attempts, neither the plotting of our Heads, nor the 
Solicitouſneſs of our Hearts, nor the Drudgery of 
our Hands, nor the whole Concurrence of our cre- 
ated Strength, nor any other Aſſiſtances which 
we can procure, will be able to bring to | the 
otherwiſe moſt obvious, and ſeaſible Events: 
And thereof to implore his Direction in all our 
Counſels, his Concurrence with all our Actions, 
his Bleſſing on all our Undertakings to aim at his 
Glary, as the ſole End of all that we are to do. 
For by this Means we do firſt . 
our Dependency on GOD as the. firſt Cauſe, 
and give Him the Glory of his ſovereign Power 
ver. all ſecond Agents, in 3 


— 2 — 


without Him we — — nee 
1 n Ground-of Ane 6 


. e ese in Mind oſ his 
Promiſes, and ſo acknowledge not our Depen- 
dence on his Power only, but on his "I ruth and 
\Goodneſs. too; and the Promiſes and Truth of 


* are the Foundation of ] 


. * An» Laſtly, this means we haſten the 
Performance of Gop's Mercies ; we retard, ye 
quite binder his purpoſed Judgments. The Lon) 
Rad reſolved to reſtore Iſrael to their wonted Peace 
and Honour; Yet e e fr tha 
| 8 the Houſe of Itael te de it for then, 

He in the. Prophet. The Lon had threat- 

ned Deſtruction e rar for their Idolatry, 
Ad not — Him in be Breach, tt 
a Turn. at, ad the P/almift ſpeaks. And 
we read "the, Primitive-Chriſtians, -that- the 


Prayers red Rain from Heaven, when the 
the Emperors were even famiſhed for 


Armies 
Want of Water, — that e 


Ys begged Weir Wr 5 


— 4. A by P redeem, is GanQified in 
Procurement — Man hath Reaſon to believe, 

' that there is any Bleſſing intended to him by Gon, 
in any of the good Phings, which do not come 
to him by Prayer) ſo in the next Place the Cre:- 
ture is by Prayer ſandtified in the Fruition there. 
of beende, 6 to enjoy the Portion allotted us, al 
to rejoice in our „is the Gift of Gop, u 
Solomon ſpeaks. The-Creature'of itſelf is not on- 
dy dead, and thereſore unable to miniſter Life b7 
i itſelf alone, but, which is worſe, by the Means 
1 it is deadly. too, and therefore 1 
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we to Poiſon the Receivers'df it, withoutthe Corrective 
of Gob's Grace. 


by i ie d 1 999 „ mn fy 


h WY PLEASURE is 4 Ting in itte del; _ 
den. Corruption of Nature is apt to make à Man u 
and Lover of Pleaſure, more than a Lover of Gon, and 
h d then is that Man's Pleaſure made unto him the 
Metropolis of Miſchief, as (Clemens 'Alentndrinus 
ſpeaks. A good Name is better than ſweet Oint- 
ment, but Corruption is apt to put a Fly of Vain- 
, and Affectation into this Ointment, to 
make a Man fooliſhly feed upon his own Credit, 
and with the Phariſees, to prefer the Praiſe of 
Men before the "of Gop; and then our 
ſweet Ointment is degenerated into a Curſe; Wor 
be unto you, 1uben all Men 'fball fprak well of 'you. 
Riches of themſelves are the good Gifts and Bleſ- 
fing of Gop ?' As Sel:mon ſaith, The Bleſſing of the 
Lokp mutetb rich, but Corruption is apt to — 
by this Means Covetouſneſs, Pride, Self- de 

deney, Forgetfulneſs of Gop, Scorn of the Goſ- 
pel, and then theſe earthly Bleſſings are turned 
imo the Curſe of the Earth, into Thorns and Bry- 
ers, as the Apo/tle ſpeaks, They that will be rich, 
pierce themſelves thorough with many Sorrows. Learn- 
ing in itſelf is an honourable and a noble Endow- 
ment; but Corrupion is apt to turn Learning in- 
to Leaven, to infect the Heart with Pride, which 
breaks forth into perverſe Diſputes," and corrupts 
the Mind: Vea being thus corrupted, is not only 


tutned into Wearineſs, but into very notorious 
and damnable Folly. ** 


Every: Creature of Gowris! 
allowed boch for Neceſſity and 
ruption is apt to abuſe the — wy I 
Exceſs, to enneſs, Gluttony, and inofdinate 
_ and by this Means a Man's Table is turn- 

ed 


unrl, and 
ght; but Cor- 


— — 
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ed into a Snare, as the Pfalmift- ſpeaks. Now 
then, fince all the World is thus befpread with 
Gins, it mainly concerns us always to pray, that 
we may Uſe the World as not abuſing it ; that 
we may enjoy the Creatures with: ſuch Wiſdom, 
Temperance, Sobriety, heavenly AﬀeCtions, as 
may make them as ſo many Aſcents to raiſe uz 
nearer to-Gop, as ſo many Glaſſes, in which to 
contemplate the Wiſdom, Providence, and Care 
of Gop to Men, as ſo many Witneſſes of his 
Love, and of our Duty. And thus doth Prayer 
ſanctify the Creature in the Uſe of it. 


Tux third and laſt Direction which I ſhall give 
you to find Life in the Creature, ſhall be to look 
on it, and love it in his right Order, with Subordi- 
nation to Gop and his Promiſes ; to love it after 
Gon, and for Gop, as the Beam which conveys 
the Influence of Life from Him; as his Inſtrument, 
moved and moderated by Him to thoſe Ends for 
vrhich it ſerves; to love it as the Ciffern, not 25 
the Fountain of Life; to make Chri/t the Foun- 
dation, and all other Things but as Acceſſions un- 
to Him. Otherwiſe, if we love it either alone, 


or above Chrift, however it wp by — — 
e in our No 


vidence keep our Breath a whi 
yet impoſſible it is, that it ſhould ever miniſter the 
true and ſolid Comforts of Life to us, which con- 
fifteth not in the Abundance of Things which a Man 

ſ/efſeth. But Men will object this is a needlets 
Caution, not to prefer the Creature before the 
Creator; as if any Man were ſo impious and ab- 
ſurd. Surely St Paul, tells us That Men without 
Faith, are impious and abſurd Men, who do in 
their Affections and Practices, as undoubtedly un- 
dervalue Chri/t as the Gadarenes that preferred their 
Swine before Him. What elſe did Judas and the 
Jews: who ſold and bought the Lokn of * 
5 or 
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for the Price-of a Beaſt ? What elſe do daily thoſe 
Men, who make Religion ſerve Turns, and God- 
lineſs wait upon Gain? The Apoſtles Rule is ge- 
neral That ſenſual and Earthly- minded Men, are all 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, Phil.. iii. 18. 19, 


Tus third and laſt Niſproportion between the 
Soul of Man and the Creature, ariſing from the 
12 is in Regard of Duration. Man 
is by Nature a provident Creature, apt to lay up 
for the Time to come ; and that Diſpoſition ſhould 
reach beyond the Forecaſt of the Fool in the Goſ- 
pel for many Years, even for Immortality. For 
certainly there is no Man who hath but the gene- 
ral Notions of Reaſon who hath not his Confcience 

ite vitiated, and his Mind putrified with noiſom 
Luſts who is not wrapped up in the Mud of thick 
Ignorance, and palpable Stupidity, but muſt of 
Neceſlty have often the Repreſentations of Im- 
mortality before his Eyes. Let him never ſo much 
fmother and ſuppreſs the Truth, let him with all 
the Art he can divert and intangle his Thoughts 
in ſecular Cares, let him ſhut his Eye-lids as cloſe 
35 his Nails is to his Fleſh, yet the Flaſhes of Im- 
mortality are of ſo penetrative and ſearching a Na- 
ture, that they will undoubtedly get through all 
the Obſtacles, which a Mind not wholly over- 
daubed with Worldlineſs and Ignorance can 
between. I confeſs, the Hearts of many Men 
are ſo. glued to the World, eſpecially when they 
find all Things proſperous with them, that th 
are apt enough to ſet up their Reſt, and to con 
a Kind of Stedfaſtneſs in the Things they profeſs. 
But yet I ſay, where the Loxp doth not wholly 
give a Man over to be eaten up with the Canker 
of his own Wealth, the Soul muſt of Neceſſity 
ſometime or other, happen upon ſuch hts 
u theſe : What ails my Heart thus to eat up itſelf 

Vo. XLI. N with 
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with Care and to rob mine Eyes of their beloved 
Sleep for ſuch — to which, the Time will 
come, when 1 bid an everlaſting Farwell} 
Am I not a poor mortal Creature, Brother to the 
Worms, Siſter to the Duſt ? Do I not carry about 
with me, a Soul full of Corruptions, a Skin full 
of Diſeaſes? Is not my Breath in my Noſtrils, 
where there is Room enough for it to go out, and 
Poffibiliry never to come in again? Is my Fleſh of 
Braſs, or my Bones of Iron, that I ſhould think 
to hold out, and without I tion to enjoy 
theſe Things? Or if they were, yet are not the 
Creatures themſelves ſubject to Mortality? Is there 
not a Moth in my richeſt Garments, a Worm in 
my talleſt Cedars, a Canker in my firmeſt Gold, 
to corrupt and eat it out? Or if not, will there 
not come a Day, when the whole Frame of Na- 
ture ſhall be ſet on Fire, and the Elements them- 
ſelves ſhall melt with Heat? When that univerſal 
Flame ſhall devour all the Bags, and Lands, and 
Offices, and Honours, and Treaſures, and Store- 
houfes of worldly Men? When Heaven and 
Hell ſhall divide the World: Heaven, into which 
nothing can be admitted which is capable of Moth 
or to corrupt it; and Hell, into which, if 
any ſuch Things could come, they would un- 
doubtedly in one Inſtant be ſwallowed up in * 
violent and unextinguiſhable Flames. 19 * 


: Now i ww-cenfticridbe\veriusBiuves of ti 
Corruption in the Creature, it will further ap- 
E 
ary and vanidging. dr 


Hiri, By the Law of * Creation't were 
4 ſubject to Alterations, there was an Enmity 
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Secondly, Turs hath been exceedingly improved 
by the Sin of Man, whoſe Evil, being the Lozp 
of all Creatures, muſt needs redound to. the Mi- 
ſery and Mortality of all his Retinue. For it was 
in the greater World, as in the Adminiſtration of 
a private Family; the Poverty of the Maſter is 
felt in the Bowels of all the reſt, his Stain and 
Diſhonour runs into all the Members. of that Sa- 
ciety. As it is in the natural Body, ſome Parts 
may be diſtempered alone, others not without Con- 
tagion on the reſt, A Man may have a dim Eye, 
or a withered Arm, or a lame Foot, without any 
Danger to the Parts adjoyning; but a Lethargy 
in the Head, or an un in the Liver, 
diffuſeth univerſal, Malignity through the Body, 
becauſe theſe are ſovereign Parts of Man: 80 
likewiſe is it in the vaſt Body of the Creation. 
However other Creatures might have kept their 
Evil, if any had been in them, within their own 
Bounds, yet that Evil which Man, the Lord 
and Head of the whole, brought into the World, 
* was a {| 8 and inſectious Evil, which con- 
yed Poyſon into the whole Frame of Nature, 
and planted the Seed of that univerſal Diſſolution, 
which ſhall one Day deface with Darkneſs and 
Horror, the Beauty of that glorious Frame which 
we now admire. hen Korah, Dathan and Ai 
ram had provoked the Lon by their Rebellion 
againſt his Servants, the Earth opened her Mouth 
and ſwallowed not only. them up, but ad the Houſes, 
and Men and Goods, that appertained to them. Phe 
Heaven and Earth, and all inferior Creatures did 
at firſt appertain to Adam; the Loxd gave him 
the free Uſe of them, and Dominion over them: 
When therefore Man had committed that noto- 
rious Rebellion againſt his Maker, which was 
not only to aſpire like Korab and bis Aſſociates, 
to the Height of * Creature, but ven 
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to the Abſoluteneſs, Wiſdom, and Independen- 
cy of Gop Himſelt; no Marvel if the Wrath of 
God did, together with him, ſeize upon his Houſe, 
-and all the Goods that belonged unto him, bring- 
ing in that Confuſion and Diſorder which we even 
now fee, doth break aſunder the Bonds and Liga- 
ments of Nature, doth unjoynt the Confederacies 
and Societies of the dum Creatures, and turneth 
the Armies of the r Mutinies and 
'Commotion, which in one Word hath fo faſt ma- 
nacled the World in the Bondage of Corruption, 
chat it doth already groan and —— with Pain, 
under the Sin of Man and the Curſc of Gop; and 
will at laſt break forth into that univerſal Flame, 
which will melt the very Elements of Nature into 
heir primitive Confuſion. 


Tuvus we fee, beſides the created Limitedneſs 
of the Creature, by which it was utterly unſuitable 
to the immortal Defires'of the Soul of Man, the 
Sin of Man hath implanted in them a ſecret Worm 
and Rottenneſs which doth ſet forward their Mor - 
tality ; and by adding to them Confuſion, Enmity, 
Diſpreportion, Sedition, Inequality (all the Seeds 
of Corruption) hath made them, not only, as be- 
fore they were, mortal, but which adds one Mor- 
tality to another, momentary and vaniſhing too. 

When any Creature loſeth any of its native and 
created V igour, it is a manifeſt Sign, that there is 
"ſome ſecret Sentence of Death knawing upon it. 
The Excellency of the Heavens we know is their 

Light, their Beauty, their . Influence upon the lower 
World, and even theſe hath the Sin of Man de- 
'faced. We find when the Lok pleaſeth to reveal 
bis Wrath againſt Men for Sin, in any terrible 
Manner, He doth it from Heaven: There ſball le 
Wonders in the Heaven, Blood and Fire, and Pillars 
of Smoak : The Sun ſhall be turned into Sr 

a 


„ 


„„ CC d on* 


the Vanity of the Creature. 149 


and the NAbon into Blood: And the Day of the Loud 
Darkneſs and Gloomineſs, and 


is called a Day 
thick Darkneſs. How often hath God's heavy 


Diſpleaſure declared itſelf from Heaven in the Con- 
ſuſion of Nature? In Storms and horrible Tempeſts * 
In thick Clouds, and dark Waters : In Arrows of 
Lightning, and Coals of Fire + In Blackneſs and 
Darkneſs : In Brimſtone on Sodom : In a flaming 


Sword over Feruſalem ? We find likewiſe by plain 


Experience, how languid the Seeds of Life, ho- 


faint the Vigor, either of heavenly Influences, or 


of inferior Agents are grown, when that Life of 
Men, which was want to reach to almoſt a thou- 
ſand Years, is eſteemed almoſt a miraculous Age, 


if it be extended but to the tenth Part of that Du- 
ration. We need not examine the inferior Crea- 


tures, which we find expreſly curſed for the Sin 
of Man with Thorns and Briers (the uſual Ex- 
preſſion of a Curſe in Scripture) if we but open 
our Eyes and look about us, we ſhall fee what 
Pains Huſbandmen take to keep the Earth from 
giving up the Ghoſt, in opening the Veins thereof, 
in applying their Soil and Marl 

dials and Preſervatives. to keep it alive, in laying 
it aſleep, as it were when it lyeth fallow every 
ſecond or third Year, that by any Means they may 


preſerve in it that Life, which they ſee plainly ap- 


proaching to its laſt Gaſp. 


Tavs you fee, how beſides the original Limit- 


edneſs of the Creature, there is, in a fecond Place, 
a Moth or Canker, by the Infection of Sin, begot- 
ten in them, which haſtens their Mortality, God 
ordering the ſecond Cauſes fo among themſelves, 
that they exerciſing Enmity one againſt another, 
may puniſh the Sin of Man in their Contentione, 
s the Lox p ſtitred up the Babylonians againſt the 
Eeyptians, to puniſh the Sins of his own People. 
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And therefore we find, that the Times of the 
'Goſpel, when Holineſs was to be more univerſal, 
are expreſſed by ſuch Figures as reſtore Perfection 
and Peace to the Creatures. The Lartb ſhall be far 
and plenteous, there ſhall be upon every high Hill Ri- 
vers and Streams of Water ; the Light of the Moon 
Hall be as the Light of the Sun; and the Light of the 
Sun ſeven-fold, as the Light of ſeven And 
again, the elf fball dwell with the F ares the 

Leopard ſball lie down with the Kid, and a Calf, and 
. a young Lion, and a Fatling together. Which Pla- 
ces, though . figuratively to be underſtood, have 
"yet methinks thus much of the-Letter in them, 
that whatever-Blemiſh ſince the Creation any of 
*thoſe glorious heavenly. Bodies are either in them- 
(ſelves; or by Interpoſition of foggy Vapours ſub- 
ject unto, whatever Enmities and deſtructive Qua- 
lities enrage one. -Beaſt againſt another, they are 
all of them the Conſequents of that Sin, which 
nothing can remove but the Goſpel of Chrift. And 
this is that univerſal Contagion which runneth 
ithro the whole Frame of. Nature, into the Bowels 
of every Creature. | 


Bur. yet further, in the third. Place, there is « 
particular Ground of this Mortality to many Men, 
"namely, the .particular Curſe upon that. Place or 
Creature which Men enjoy. For as a Piece of 
Oak, beſides the natural Corruptibleneſs of it, as 
-it-is a Body compounded of contrary Principles, 
whereby it would of itſelf at laſt, return to its 
Duſt again, may further have a Worm, like J 
nuab's \Gourd, eating out the Heart of it, and by 
that Means haſtning its Corruption; and yet fur- 
ther, beſides that may be preſently put into the 
Fire, Which will make a more ſpeedy Riddance 
«than either of the former :-Or as in the Body of a 


"Man, -befides the general om 
x F | un 
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lingeringly feedeth upon the Whole, each parti- 

cular Member may have 1a particular Diſeaſe, 

which may ſerve to haſten that-Corruption to it- 

ſelf, which the other threatens to the Whole; fo | 

may it be, and ofter is, in the Creatures of Gor: 

Beſides their natural Finiteneſs, and their general 

Bondage of Corruption, which by a hidden and 

inſenſible Inſinuation, doth emaſculate the Vigour 

and Strength of the Creatures, there may be a 

particular Curſe, which may ſerve ſpeedily to ha- 

ſten that Decay, which, without any ſuch Con- 

currence, would have made Haſte. enough. I will 

be unte Ephraim as a Moth, and 0 the Houſe of 

Judah -as Roteenngſs, ſaith the LoxD: That is, 

God's firſt Inſtrument of Mortality, whereby He 

will-certainly, tho' indeed lingeringly, conſume a 

Thing. But noweif for all this, when the Moth 

ſecretly conſumes him, ſo that he ſeeth his Sick- 

neſs, and feeleth his Wound, he will yet truſt in 

his own Counſels and Confederacies, ſacrifice to 

his on Net, go to A//yria, or King Fareb for 

Succour, I - will then be unto Ephraim as- a Lion, 

in a more ſudden and ſwift Deſtruction. As He 

dealeth thus with Men, ſo with the Things about 

them too; ' firſt he puts a Moth into them, Ruſt 

in our Gold, Canker in our Silver, Heartleſſ- L 

neſs in our Earth, Faintneſs in the Influences of 4 

Heaven; and -if, - notwithſtanding all this, Men 

will truſt in the Ciſtern, Gop will put Holes into 

it too, which ſhall make it run out as faſt as they. 

fill it; He will give Wings to their Money, in- 

"creaſe the Occaſions ofiExpence ; and if they chip 

their Wings, that they flie not, away, He will 

make Holes in the Bottom of their Bags, that they 

ſhall drop away: He will not only ſend a Moth 

and Ruſt, which ſhall in Time eat them out, but 

He will ſend a Thief upon them too, which ſhall . 

ſuddenly break through and. carry chem away. S8 
wr many 
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nrany Steps and Gradations are there in the Mor- 
of the Creature, when Gop pleaſeth to add 
his unto them for Sin. Mw 


F wits fmite the Winter-houſe, and the Summer. 

_ houſe, the Houſes of Ivory, and the great Houſes 
ſhall have an End. If the Loxp undertake to 
ſmite, if He ſend abroad the Fire of his Wrath, 
it ſhall ſeize on thoſe Palaces and great Houſes 
which Men thought ſhould have endured unto 
all/Generations. For that flying Roll, importing 
Judgment decreed, and ſudden, which was ſent 
over the whole Earth againſt the Thief and the 
Swearer, did not only fmite the Man, but his 
Houſe, and like a Leprofy conſume the very Tim 
ber and Stones there. Thereſore we in the 
Levitical Law of Leproſies, not in Men only, but 
in Houſes and Garments, intimating unto us, that 
Sin derives a Contagion upon any Thing that is 
about us, and like Ivy in a Wall, will get Root- 
ing in the Subſtance af the Wall, and break 
it aſunder. Whatever it is that Men can ſind out 
under the Sun, to faſten their Hearts upon for Sa- 
tis faction and Comfort, this Leproſy will defile it 
and eat it out. If Silver and Gold; beſides their 
ſecret Ruſt, and proper Corruption, the Loxp 
can make the Thief riſe up ſuddenly, and bite the 
Poffeflors, and fo unlade them of their thick Clay: 
If real Subſtance and Increaſe, The Lorp ca/teth 
faith the Wiſeman, the Bubfance of the 
Wicked; and the Increaſe of bis Houſe, faith Job, 
Hall depart and flee away, If Greatneſs and high 
Places, — can put Ice under their Feet, 
make their Places flippery, and ſubject to a mo- 
Deſolation: 172 at — Glory, 

the Lok p cannot only ſuffer Time and Ignorance 


to draw out all the ory of Man, but can pre- 
H Cern, 5 
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lo many Wings, poſt away from the Owners of 


| eee to the Condition of an · immortal 
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the Fruits of the Earth, the Loxp can kill it in 
the Blade, by with holding Rain three Months 
before the Harveſt: He can ſend a Thief, a Ca- 
terpillar, a Palmer-worm to eat it up. If it hold 
out to come into the Barn, even there He can 
blow upon it, and conſume it like Chaff. How- 
ever Men think, when they have their Corn in 
their Houſes, and their Wine in their Oellars, 
they are ſure, and have no more to do with Gop; 
yet He can take away the Staff and Life of it in 
our very Houſes : Yea, when it is in our Mouths 
and Bowels, He can ſend Leanneſs and a Curſe 
after it. Awake ye Drunkards, and howl ye Drin- 
hers of Wine, ſaith the Prophet, becauſe of the new 
Wine, for it is ut -off from your Mouths. - The 
Lokp could defer the Puniſhment of theſe Men 
'till the laſt Day, when undoubtedly there will be 
nothing for them to drink, but that Cup of the 
Lord's Right. hand, as the Prophet calls it: But 
yet often the Loxp ſmites them with a more ſud-. 
den Blow, ſnatcheth away the Cup from their 
very Mouths, and ſo makes one Curſe anticipate 
mother. Thus as the of a Man may have 
many Summons unto one Death, may labour at 
once under many deſperate Diſeaſes; all which, 
by a malignant Conjunction, muſt needs haſten a J 
Man's End, fo the Creatures of Gov labouring 1 
under a manifold Corruption, do, as it were by | ' 


them, and for that Reaſon muſt needs be utterly © 


Now to make ſome Application. 

\ This doth firſt diſcover the Folly of Woru. 
lings, both in their Opinions and Affections to „ 
arhly Things. Love is blind, and will eafily 2 


4. 
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make Men believe any Thing which they could 
wiſh: to be in it; and therefore, becauſe wicked 
Men wiſh, for the Love they bear the Creatures, 
that they might continue together for -ever, the 
Devil doth. at laſt ſo deeply delude them as to 
think that they ſhall continue for ever. Indeed in 
the general, they muſt need confeſs, that one Ge- 
neration cameth, and another goeth; but in their 
own Particular they can never aſſume the Truth of 
that General to their own Eſtates. What a Folly 
is it for Men to build upon the Sand, to erect an 
imaginary Fabrick of I know not what Immorta- 
lity, which hath not ſo much as a conſtant Sub- 
ce in the Head that contrives it? What Man 

will ever go about to build. a Houſe with much 
Coſt (and when he hath done, to inhabit it him- 
ſelf) of ſuch rotten Materials, as will undoubted- 
ly within a Year or two after, fall upon his Head, 
and bury Him in the Ruins of his own Folly? 
Now then, ſuppoſe. a Man were Lord of all the 
World, and had his Life co-extended with it, were 
furniſhed with Wiſdom to manage, and Strength 
to run through all the Affairs incident to this vaſt 
Frame, in as ample a Meaſure as any one Man 
for the Government of a private Family; yet the 
Scripture would aſſure even ſuch a Man, that 
there will come a Day, 4n-which the. Heavens Hall 
poſs away with.a Noiſe, and the Blements ſhall melt 
with Heat, and the , with the Works that are 
therein, ha be burnt up : And what Man upon 
theſe Terms would fix his Heart, and ground his 
Hopes upon ſuch a tottering Bottom, as will with- 
in a little while crumble into Duſt, and leave the 
4 Soul that reſteth upon it to fink. into Hell ? 
ut when we conſider, that none of us labour for 
any ſuch Inheritance, that the Extremities of any 
Man's Hopes can be but to purchaſe ſome little 
Patch of which to tbe en 
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not bear ſo near a Proportion as the ſmalleſt Mole- 
hill to this whole habitable Earth; that all we 
toil for, is but to have our Load of alittle thick 
Clay, that when we have gotten it, neither we nor 
it ſhall continue till the univerſal Diſſolution, but 
in the Midſt of our deareſt Embracements we 
may ſuddenly be pulled aſunder, and come to a 
fearful End; it muſt needs be more than brutiſh 
Stupidity for a Man to weave the Spiders-webs to 
wrap himſelf from the Conſumption determined 
againſt the whole Earth, in a Covering that is fo 
infinitely too ſhort, and too narrow for him. 


Secondly, Tw1s ſerves to juſtify the Wiſdom 
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b and Providence of Gop in his Proceedings with 
j- Men: The Wicked here provoke Gop, and cry 
J- aloud for Vengeance on their own Heads, and the 
d, Lord ſeems to ſtop his Ears at the Cry of Sin, 
7 and ſtil! to load them with his Bleflings; He 


maketh their Way to profpr, they take Root,” and 
grow, and bring forth Fruit. And now the Impa- 
tiency of Man, that cannot let Iniquity ripen, nor 
reconcile one Day and a thouſand Years together, 
begins to queſtion Go Þd's Proceedings, and is 
afraid left the World be governed blindfold, and 
Bleffings and Curſes thrown confuſedly abroad for 
Men, as it were, to ſcramble and ſcuffle for them. 
But our Gop, who keepeth Times and Seaſons in 
his own Power, who hath given to every Creature 
under the Sun, Limits which it ſhall not exceed, 
hath ſet Bounds unto Sin hkewiſe wherein to ri- 
Day, and Som fog 

, ra e the 
yet the Lok p hath ſet their Rounds which they 
ſhall not paſs ; they have an appointed Time to 
tHe their Fill of the Creature; and then when 
they have glutted themſelves with Exceſs, when 
their Humours are grown to a W the 
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Lorp will temper them a Potion of his Wrath, 
which ſhall make them turn all up again, and 
ſhameful Spuing ſhall be their Glory. In the 
fourth Generation, faith Gon to Abrabam, thy 
Poſterity ſhall come out of the Land where they 
ſhall be Strangers, and ſhall inherit this Land, for 
the In guity of the Amorites is not yet full, There 
is a Time when Sin grows ripe and full, and then 
the Sickle comes upon it. W hen the Prophet ſaw 
a Baſket of Summer Fruits, that were fo ripe as 
that they were gathered off the Tree, (which was 
a Type of the Bins of God's People, which are 
fooner ripe than the Sins of Heathens which knew 
Him not, becauſe they have the conſtant Light 
and Heat of his Word to haſten their Maturity) 
then ſaith the Lokp, The End is come upon 
People, I will nat paſs by them any more, I wi 
have no more Patience towards them. Teremiah, 
what ſeeſt thou? I ſee the Rad of an Almond-tree. 
Thou haft well ſeen, ſaith the Lok, for I will ba- 
ien my Hard to perform it. When Men haſten the 
+ Maturity of Sin like the Bloſſoms of an Almond- 
tree (which come ſooneſt out) then ſaith the 
Lorp, Will I haften the Fudgments which I have 
pronounced, There are Days of Viſitation and Re- 
compence for Sin, which being come, Iſrael, which 
would not know before, ſhall know, that Gop 
keeps their Sins in Store ſealed up amongſt his 
Treaſures, and that therefore their Foot ſhall flip 
in due Time, namely, in the Day of their Calamity. 
The Wicked plotteth againſt the Juſt, and gnaſh- 
eth upon him with his Teeth but tho? he plot, 
he ſhall not proſper; tho”: he gnaſheth with his 
Teeth, he ſhall not bite with his Teeth; for the 
Lorp ſhall laugh at him, becauſe. He ſeeth that 
. his Day is coming. So much Miſchief, as he Gn 
do within the Compaſs of his Chain, the Lozy 
, > 
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„then all his and Projects periſh 
him. - The Wicked 1s reſerved to the Day of 
Boran; he is but like a Priſoner, ſhackled 
adventure in Fetters 6f Gold, but he ſhall be 
4.9 t forth to the Day of Wrath; and tho he 
could riſe out of the Grave before Chriſt's Tribu- 
before Samuel delicately 
yet the Sword ſhauld cut him in Pieces, 
and Bitterneſs ſhould overtake him. Thus we ſee 
how infinitely unable the Creature ſhall be to 
ſhelter a Man from the Tribunal of Chr:/?, and 
how wiſe, juft, and wonderful the Lond is in the 
Adminiſtration of the World, in bearing with Pa- 
tience the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to Deſtruction. 


; Lal, Tars muſt ſerve for! 4 needful Caution 


to us, to take Heed of Deifying the Creatures, 


and attributing that Immortality to them which 
they are not capable of. But inaſmuch as they 
are only for preſent Refreſhment in this Vale of 
Miſery, and have no Matter of real and abiding 
Happineſs in them, not to look on them with an 


admiring or adoring Eye, but to Uſe them with 
ſuch due CorreCtives, as become ſuch 1 and 


mean Things. 


Fixs r, in uſing the e be ſure thou 


keep thine Intellectuals untainted; for earthly 


Things are apt to caſt a Film over Mens Eyes, 
and to ene them into corrupt Apprehenſions 
of them. e find nothing more frequent in the 


Prophets, than to upbraid wary) e People with their 


ſtrange Confidences, which they were wont to 
reſt upon againſt all the Judgments which were 


| oo againſt them, by objecting their Wealth, 
re 


atneſs Confederacies , inexpugnable 
Munitions, their Neſts in the Clouds, and their 
Houſes in the Stars; they could never be brought - 
Vol. XLI, O to 


a5s - ASummon on 
to repent ſor Sin, or to tremble at Gon's Voice, 


till they were driven off from theſe Halds. A 


ſake the Oreature; a Man will never forſake the 
Creature, till he ſee Vanity in che Creature. 


Ix the Roman Triumphs, the General that rode 
in Honour thro' the City, with the Principal of 
His Enemies bound in Chains behind his Chariot, 
thad always a Servant running along by him with 
this Corrective of his Glory, Refdice poft te, bomi- 
nem memento te. Lock behind thee, and in the 
Perſons of thine Enemies, learn that thou thyſelf 
att a Man, ſubject to the ſame Caſualties and Diſ- 
honours with others. Surely, if Men who had 
thing but the Creatures to truſt to, being Aliens 
from the Covenant of Promiſe, and without: Gor in 
«be World, had yet ſo much Cure to keep their 


Judgments ſound, touching the Vanity of their 


Honours, how much more ought Chri- 
i who profeſs themſelves Heirs of better and 
more abiding Promiſes ? But eſpecially arm 

ſelf againſt thoſe Vanities which moſt eaſily be 
and beguile thee; apply the Authority of the Word 


5 


to thine own particular Sickneſs ; treaſure up all 


the Experiences that meet thee in thine own 
Courſe, or are remarkable in the Lives of others; 
remember how a Moment ſwallowed up ſuch a 
Pleaſure, which will never return again; how an 
indirect Purchaſe 'embitter'd ſuch a Preferment, 
and thou never didſt feel that Comfort in it which 
thy Hopes promiſed thee ; how a Frown and Dif- 
grace at another Time daſhed all thy Contrivances 
Advancement; how Death: ſeized upon 
ſuch à Friend, in hom thou hadſt laid up much of 
thy Dependence; how Time hath not only rob- 
[bed thee of the Things, but even turned the Edge 
of thy Deſires, and made thee loath thy wonted 
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Mols, and look upon old Deſigns, as Armen 
on Tamar, — Hatred. But above 
, addteſs thyſelf to the of Grace, and 
befeech the Loan ſo to ſanctiſy his Creatures ta 
thee, that they may not be — Thieves againſt 
Him to ſteal away: his n e e 
to ontangle thy Soul. | 


We will CES this. firſt DireQion with the 
Words of the A ſtle : The Time is: ſhorts It re» 
maineth that "* of they that have IVives, be as tho 
they ha me; DD they weeped 
not ; and theyi as the tbey reirirad not 3 
Ne n ed not; and they 
2 2 it, that is, as 
not to he ſmothered in the Buſineſſes of this Liſe 
for faith: Be,, the Faſhion of this ard paſſeth away. 
The Apoſtle's Exhortation is beſet: at both Ends 
wich the fame Enforcement, from whence Ebave 
raiſed mine. Firſt, the Tins it ſhort: The Apo- 
ſtle, as the Leamed conceive, uſeth a Metaphor 
2 or Curtains, or Shepherd's Tents, ſuch 

as be ther into a 
* — . N Au <4 that Time 
which the Lon hath. ſpread over all like 
2 Sail, hath now this five thouſand Years been 
talking up, and the End is now at Hand, 26 St. 
Peter ſpeaks; The Day is approaching when Time 
Hall be no more; and To the Woods in the Otiginal 
vill well bear it, b xanges cin νν⁰ ad dl icu, 
The Remainder of Time is ſhort, or Time is 
ſhort, for ſo much as yet remaineth of it to be 
folded up, and therefore we ought ſo to behave 
ee as Men that have more — 
ts conſider of, as ſuch that are near to that 
werlaſting Haven, where there beno Uſe of 
7s hr «x grey 
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the ſame Reaſon is further yet enforced : For the 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away ;, xipa, The Fi- 
pure, that there is nothing of any Firmneſs or ſo- 
id Conſiſtency in the Creature; it is but a Sur- 
face, an Outſide, an empty Promiſe, all the 

Beauty of it is but Skin- deep; and then that little 
which is deſirable and precious in the Eyes of 
Men, which the Apoſtle calls the Luft of the 
Werd, (1 John it. 17.) m«gzys, it paſſeth away, 
and is quickly gone. | * 7 


Tus Word, as the Learned differently render 
it, hath three ſeveral Arguments in it: 


1. Ir deceives, and therefore uſe: it as if you 
uſed it not; uſe it as a Man in a ferious Buſineſs 
would uſe a falſe Friend that profers his Aſſiſt- 
ance; tho? his Proteſtations be never ſo fair, yet 
ſo employ him, that the Buſineſs may be done 
though he ſhould fail ther. 


2. Ir carries a Man Headlong: The Luſts of the 
World are: ſo ftrong and impetuous, that are 
apt to inflame the - and even A. 5 
Ty away the Heart of a Man; and for this Cauſe 
likewiſe uſe it as if you uſed it not; ge your · 
ſelves as little upon it as you can; do as iners 
in a mighty Wind, hoiſt up a few Sails; expoſe 23 
few of thy Affections to the Rage of worldly Luſts 
as may be; beware of being carried where two Seas 
meet, as the Ship wherein Paul ſuffered Shipwreck; 
I mean, of plunging thyſelf in a Confluence of ma- 
ny boiſterous and conflicting Buſineſſes, leſt the 
Lord either give thy Soul over to ſuffer Shipyreck 
in them, or ſtrip thee of all thy Lading and Tack- 
ling, break thine Eftate all to Pieces, and make 
Chee glad to get to Heayen upon a broken Fn 
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So Tor, 


to2 ſound Eye, 
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4 Tut Faſhion of this World paſſeth-over, it: 
doth but go- along by chee, and ſalute” thee ; and 
thefefore uſe it 2 f thee uſed? it not: Do to it 
as thou wouldſt do to a whom thou meeteſt 
in the Way; he one Way, and thou another; 
ſalute him, ſtay ſo long in his Company till from 
him thou haſt received better Inſtructions touching 
thy own Way, but take Heed thou turn not into 
He.” Creature, left thou loſt thine own 
4 | 


Secondly, Gre an Eye of Faith, to look through- 
and above the Creature. A Man ſhuall never get 
to look off from the World, till he can look be- 
yond is.” For che So will have Hold of Some- 
thing; and the Reaſon why Men cling ſs much to 
the 1 is, becauſe they have no Aſſurance, if 
they let go that Hold, of having any Subſiſtence- 
elſewhere. Labour therefore to get an Intereſt in 
Chrift, to find an everlaſting Footing in Gov! 8 
Fromiſes, and that will — thee willing to ſuffer 
the Loſs of all Things, it will implant a Kind of 


Hatred of the moſt precious Endearmente, which: 
thy Soul fed upon before. 


Keno — ſic of wick Men, chat they are 
frrblind, they cannot ſee off; can ſee no- 
3 but that which — Po — et 

arvel if their TRA cannot reach the End 
of tlie Crexture. There is in à dim Eye the ſame 
Indiſpofition always, which ſometimes | happenoth 
by Reaſon of a thick Miſt: The” 
2 Man be walking in a very ſhort Lane, yet he ſees 
no End of it: And ſo a natural Man cannot reach 
td the Period of earthly Things; Death and Danger 
are ſtill a "W out js Sight, wheitas the 
Eye of Faith can look upbn them as'# 
* rough them look — who therefons: 
gives 
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gives the Creatures unto us, that in them we might 
lee his Power, and taſte his Goodneſs: And Nature 
itſelf methinks may ſeem to have intended ſome 
ſuch Thing as this, in the very Order of the Crea- 
tures. Downwards a Man's Eye hath 5 
immediately to fix on; all ** up in Dar 

ſave the very Surface, to note, that we ſhould bare 
our Deſires ſhut up too from thoſe earthly Things 
which are put under our Feet, and hid from our 
Eyes. All the Beauty, and all the Fruit of the 
Earth, is placed on the very Outſide of it, to ſhew 
how ſhort and narrow our Affections ſhould be to- 
wards it. But upward the Eye finds ſcarce any 
Thing to — it; all is tranſparent, to note how 
vaſt our Affections ſhould be towards Gop, : how 
endleſs our Deſires of his Kingdom, how. preſent 
to our Faith, the heavenly Things out be, even 
at the greateſt Diſtance, 


Tur Apaſtle Gith, that Faith is * bee of. 
Things hoped for, that it gives Being and preſent 
Subltency to Things far diſtant. from us, makes 
thoſe Thing which are very remote, to ſeem hard 
at Hand. And therefore though there, were. many. 
hundred Years to come in the Apoſtle's Time, and 
for ought we know, may yet be to the Diſſolution 
of the Word, yet the Apoſtle tells us, that even 
then it was the at N. becauſe Faith being able 
diſtiaQly to ſee the Truth and Promiſes of Gop, 
and the Endleſſneſs of that Life which is then pte · 

ſently to be revealed ;' the infinite Vaſtneſs in that, 
made that which was otherwiſe a great Space, even 
ſcem as nothing, no more in Compariſon, than the 
Length of a Cane or Trunk, through which a Man 
looks on the Heavens. We then by Faith appre- 
an, infinite, and. T Glory, muſt 

needs conceive any Thing h which we look 


1 ſhaxt and And there: 2 
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fore though the Promiſes were afar off, yet the Pa- 
triarchs did not only ſee, but embrace them; their 
Faith ſeemed to ſwallow up all Diſtance: ' Abrabam 
ſaw Cbriſt s Day, and was glad; he looked upon 
thoſe many Ages which. were between him and his 
miſed Sees, as upon ſmall and inconſiderable 
iſtances, in Compariſon of that endleſs Glory into 
which they ran; they were but as a Curtain or 
Piece of ings, which divide one Room in a 
Houſe from another. Labour therefore to get a 
diſtindt View of the Height, and Length, and 
Breadth, - and Depth of the unſearchable Love of 
God in Chriſt, to find in thine own Soul the Truth 
of Gop in his Promiſes, and that his Word abideth 
for ever, and that will make all the Glory of other 
Things to ſeem but as Graſs. | 1 


* +9 Hy « 1 J C3 LEC £71] 

Laſily, TROUGH the Creature be mortal in it- 
ſelf, yet in Regard of Man, as it is an Inſtrument. 
ſerviceable to his Purpoſes, and ſubordinate to the 
Graces of Gop in him, it may be made of Uſe. 
even for Immortality. To which Purpoſe excel- 
lent is that Speech of holy Auguſtine, If you have , 
nt theſe earthly Goods, faith he, take Heed how: thou; 
get them by evil Works here; and if thou haſt them, 
labour by geod Works to hold them, even thou 
art gone to Heaven. Make you Friends, faith our 
Saviour, of the unrighteous Mammon, thet when you 
fail, they may - receive, you into eternal Hahitations ;; 
a religious, and merciful Uſe, of earthly Things 
makes Way to Immortality and Bleſſedneſs. C 
thy Bread upon the Waters, and after many Days then 
Halt find it. It is an Alluſion unto: Huſbandmen 
They do not eat up and ſell away all their Corn, for 
then the World would quickly be deſtitute ; but 
the, Way they take to perpetuate the Fruits of the 
Earth, is to caſt ſome of it back again into a fruit 
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Pine iy reeviv jv with eee 80 ſhould we 
do with theſe ſow them in the 
Bowels and Backs of the poor Members of Chyj 
and in the Day of Harveſt we thall find 2 
a toon thy' Sn 0 the 


ard the a it: Sou, then fall thy Lipht ri 
. — * , e. 
ters — unth this; that Happi- 
———— promiſeth untu other Men, it 
ſhall perform to _ fo much de ſpoken 
touching: the great tion between the Soul 
es A 


the Satisfaction of every Creature; all the Rovi 
of the Soul are but to out ſomething on which 
to reſt; and therefore where there is Vexation, 
there can be no Proportion to the Soul of Man: 
And Solomon tells us; that all Things under the Sun 
are full of Labour more thin a Man cam utter. He 
did not i only; but try it too: The Lok 
e eee to conifer on him 
a-Corfluence of all out ward Heppineſs, and inward 
— 2 — 8 dete, e 
diſcover the utter Inſufficie 
— Arie jet the Soul of Mani But 
if we will not believe 2 of Solomon ; 
lee us believe the Authority of him that was greater 
thin Soma, who hath plainly compared the 
. parte» Mor then 
as the 4 Pura s 1 
woes ner 


neee 657 that 
is but u Prick in the Flelh, is a Wound'in 
the” inf beetle the Spirit ig moſt tender - 
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Smart : And the Wiſeman calls them, Veration of 
Spirit. The Apoſtle tells us, they beget many Sor-. 
rows, and thoſe Sorrotus bring Death with them. If 
it were poſſible for a Man to ſee in one View thoſe: 
Oceans of Blood which have been let out. of Mens 
Veins by this one Thorn; to hear in one Noiſe. 
all the Groans of thoſe poor Men, whoſe: Lives. 
from the Begipning' of the World to theſe Days of 
Blood wherein we Five, have been ſet at Sale, and. 
ſacrificed to the inſatiable Ambition of their bloody 
Rulers ;_ to ſee: and hear the endleſs Remorſe and 
bitter Yellings of ſo many rich and mighty Men as. 
are now in . — the Deceit 
and Murder of 2 * earthly Creatures; it would 
make every Man with Pity rh Amazement believe, 
that the Creatures of themſelves, without Chriſt to 
qualify their Venom, and to blunt their 2, are. 
in "oF _—_— ——_—_— Thorn. 8 


„ Tuny. are hooking Tborns; 2 
file and k ont all _ — Seeds of the 

ord; yea all Nobleneſs, Ingenuity, Morality in 
the Diſpoſitions of Men. — Emptineſs 
in the Ground, that there may be a free Admiſſion 
of the Rain and Influences of the Heavens to cheriſh. 
it: And fo the Goſpel requires Nakedneſs and Po- 
verty of Mind, a Senſe of our own utter Inſuffi- 
ciency to ourſelyes for Happineſa. But earthly: 
Things, meeting with Corruption in the Heart, are 
very apt, 1/f, to fill it; and 24h, to ſwell it, both 
which are 1 W pers. to the whey wer" 
of the Goſpel,” 


Ther die t 1, with Buſineſs; Yoke 
of Oxen, and Farms, and Wives, and the like 
Contentments take up the Studies and Delights of 
Men, that they. cannot find Leiſure to come to 
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. 204; Tnzv fill the Heart with Love; and the 
Love of the World ſhuts out the” Loot" of the Fathiy. 
When the Heart goes after Covetouſneſs, the Power 
and Obedience of the Word is ſhut quite out, 
| They will nor db thy Words, faith the Loxp to the 
Prophet, for their Heavt gaeth after their CWM u. 
A dear and ſuperlative Love, ſuch as the 
ever requires, (for a Man muſt love Chri/# upon 
ſuch Terms, as to be ready, not to forſake only, 
but to hate Father, aud Mother, and Wife, and 
any the choiceſt worldly Endearments for his Sake) 
I fay, ſuch a Love admits of no Competition. And 
therefore the Love of the World muſt needy'extin- 
34; Tus fill the Heart with Fear of foregoing 
Thoughts, ſave thoſe which look upon the Matter 
of our Fear, when Men, who make Gold their 
Confidence, hear that they muſt 'forſale* all for 
Ait, and are ſometime haply put 4 PFrial 
they ſtart aſide, chuſe rather to . what 
have preſent Hold of; than venture the Loſs of 
for ſuch Things, the Beauty whereof the Prince of 
net ſed. For certainly, till the Mind be ſettled to 
believe, that in Gos there is an ample Recompenco 
for any Thing which we forego for Him, it is im- 
pedkible that Man fhould embrace the Love 
ei the Truth, or renounce the Love of the World. 
As fill, fo they ſwell the Heart 
1 work 5 it a Contempt of 
& Goſpel; We have both to- 
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Now. the immediate Child of Pride is Self-depen- 
dence and a Reflection on our own Sufficiency, and 
from thence the next iſſue is, à Contempt of the 
Simplicity of that Goſpel which ſhould drive us out 
jr == x The Gamilis out of the Pride of theit 
Cbriſ Fook 

„ who were the learned 
when they - heard Chyeft 
preach agai A 
„ 97 107 22h ge Evangelift - 


N they Rifle the Seeds of all 
— or common Virtues in the 


Lives of dient from whence come Oppreſſion, Ex- 
tortion, Bribery, 


— mg: 


—— EY Rapine, Fraud, ſordid 
a very Diſſolution of the Laws of 

among Men, but from the Adoration f 
earthly Things, from that Idol of -Covetouſneſs 
#hich is ſet hs ee 


Thirdly, THtv- ave deceitful Thorns, 2 8 
viour exprefſeth it. Let a Man in a Tempeſt go 
to a Thorn for Shelter, and be ſhall light upon a 
Thief inſtead of a/Fence, which will tear his Fleſh 
inſtead of ſuocouring him, and do him more Injury 
than the Evil which he fled from; and ſuch are the 
the Creatures of themſelves; ſo far are they from 
protecting, eri ü us. 


Laflly, » Tazy are vaniſhing Thorns: Nothing 3 


ES — to — and be pre- 


are quenched lite a — 

To conſider yet more diſlinctly — 
the Creature, we will obſerve, Firf, the Degrees; 
Srcongly, the Grounds of it; and Thirdly, the Uſe 
which may put it to. 


_ Five 
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4 Five Degrees we ſhall obſerve of this Vexation, 


_ Firfl, Taz Creatures are apt to moleſt the Spirit 
in the procuring of them, even as Thorns will cer. 
tainly prick in their Gathering. They make all 
4 Man's Days Sorrow, and his Travel Grief, tb 
ſuffer not his Heart to take Reſt in the Night. What 
Pains will Men take ? What Hazards will they run 
to procure their Deſires? Pains of Body, Plotting 


. of Brain, Conflicts of Paſſions, Biting of Con- 


ſcience, Diſ-reputation amongſt Men, Scourge of 
Tongues, any Thing, every Thing will Men ad- 
venture, to in at laſt that which it be is 
not a competent: Reward for the ſmalleſt of thele 
Vexations. How will Men exchange their Salva- 
tion, throw away their own Mercy, make them- 
ſelves - perpetual Drudges, fawn, flatter, comply, 
hazard their own Blood in deſperate Undertaking, 
and ſtain their Conſciences with the Blood of others, 
to ſwim through all to their adored Haven] Adorare 
 wulgus, jacere oſcula, & emma ſeruiliter pro imperi 
The Hiſtorian ſpake it of Otho, that Roman Ab/c- 
lom; he worſhipped the People, diſpenſed his Cour- 
teſtes, crouched to the baſeſt, that thereby he 
might creep into an uſurped Honour. And that 
the like Vexation is ordinary in the Procurement 
of any earthly Things, will appear, if we compare 
the Diſpoſition of the Mind with the Obſtacles that 
meet us in the Purſuit of them. » Suppoſe we 2 
Man importunately ſet to travel to ſome Place 
where the Certainty of ſome great Profit or Preſer- 
ment attends his Coming, the Way through which 
he muſt go is intricate, deep, impaſſable, the Bealt 
that carries him lame and tired; his Acquaintance 
none, his Inſtructions few, what a heavy Vexation 
muſt this needs be to the Soul of that Man to be 
croſſed with ſo many Difficulties in ſo cager a De- 
fire? Juſt this is the Caſe with natural 2 nt 
a role: 
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Proſecution of earthly Things. Firſt, the Deſires 
of Men are very violent: Qui Dives fieri vult, & 
cito vult fieri; they that will be rich, cannot be 
quiet *till their Defires are accompliſhed : And 
therefore we find ſtrong Deſires, in the Scripture 
Phraſe, expreſſed by ſuch Things as give Intima- 
tion of Pain with them. The Apoſtle deſcribes 
them by Groaning and Sigbhing; the Prophet David 
by Panting and Gaſping ; the Spouſe in the Canticles 
by Sickneſs, I am fick with Love. Thus Amnon 
grew lean for the Defire of his Siſter, and was vexed 
and fick; "Thus Abab waxed heavy, and laid him 
down on his Bed, and turned away his Face, and 
would not eat becauſe of Naloth's Vineyard. 80 
that the very Importunity of Defire is full of Vexation 
in itſelf, t befides, the Means for fulfilling theſe 
Deſires are very difficult, the Inſtruments very 
weak: Peradventure a Man's Wits are not ſuitable 
to his Deſires, or his Strength not to his Wits, or 
his Stock not to his Strength, his Friends few, his 
Rivals many, his Buſineſs intricate, his Counſels 
uncertain, his Projects way-laid and prevented, his 
Contrivance daſhed and diſappointed, ſuch a Cir- 
cumſtance unſeen, ſuch a Caſualty ſtarting ſuddenly 
out, ſuch an Occurrence meeting the Action, hath 
made it unfeaſible, and ſhipwrecked the Expecta- 
tion, A Man deals with the Earth, he finds it 
weak and languid; every Foot of that muſt often 
he fallow, when his Dekires do ftill plow ; with 
Men, he find their Hearts hard, and their Hands 
cloſe; with Servants, he find them flow and un- 
faithful; with Trading, he finds the Time hard: 
$ that now, that Vexation which was at firſt be- 
gun with Vehemency of Defire, is mightily im- 
proved with Impatiency of Oppoſition, and laftly 
much increaſed with the Fear of utter Diſappoint- 
ment. For according as the Defires are either more 
gent, or more difficult, ſo will the Fears of their 

ol. XLI, P Miſcarriage 
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Miſcarri ow ; and it is a miſerable Thing fa 
the Mind to then aſunder between two ſuch vio 
lent Paſſions, as Deſire and Fear. | 


Tus ſecond of Vexation, is in the mul 
tiplying of the Creature that Men may have i 
to look upon with their Eyes. And in this Cak 
the more the Heap grows, the more the Heart i 
enlarged to it; and impoſſible it is, that that Delur 
ſhould ever be quieted, which grows by the Fruitio 
of the Thing defired. A Wolf that hath ona 
taſted Blood, is more fierce in the Deſire of it than 
he was before; Experience puts an Edge upon the 
Appetite: And ſo it is in the Deſires of Men, they 

ow more ſavage and raging inthe ſecond or thiid 
Proſecution than in the firſt. It is an uſual Self 
deceit to think, If I had ſuch an Acceſſion to ming 
Eftate, ſuch a Dignity with mine other Prefermentz, 
I ſhould then reſt ſatisfied, and deſire no more, 
This is a moſt notorious Cheat of the Heart d 
Man: Firſt, thereby to beget a ſecret Conceit, that 
lince this being gotten, I ſhould fit quietly down, 
I may therefore ſet myſelf with Might and Main to 
| procure it; and in the mean Time neglect the State 
of my Soul, and peradventure ſhipwreck my Con- 
ſcience, upon unwarrantable Means for fulfilling ſo 
warrantable a Deſice. And Secondly, thereby 
likewiſe to inure the Affections to the Love of the 
World, to plunge the Soul in earthly Delights, and 
to diſtill a ſecret Poiſon. of Greedineſs into the 

cart. For it is with worldly. Love, as with tit 
Sea; let it have at the firſt never ſo little a Gap t 
which to creep in, and it will eat out a wider Wah 
till at laſt it grow too ſtrong for all the Bulwarks, 
and over-run the Soul. One peccatum habet in / 
mendacium: Thete is ſomething of the Lye in ever 
Sin, but very much in this of Worldlineſs, which 
Sets upon a Man with modeſt Pretences, till 111 
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lo Wi gather Impudence and Violence by Degrees; even 
10: Wis Man that runs down a ſteep Hill, is at laft car- 
ried, not barely by the Impulſion of his own Will, 
but becauſe at firſt he engaged himſelf upon ſuch a 
ul Motion which it would prove impoſſible for him 
s ſtop at his Pleaſure. It is in the Caſe of Sin, as 
iris in Treaſon, ui deliberant deſciverunt; to en- 
6 bertain any Terms of Parley with Gop's Enemy, 
1 downright to forſake Him. And if it be fo in 
iny Thing, then much more in the Love of the 
World; or the Apoſtle tells us, that that is a Root, 
and therefore we muſt expect, if ever it get Foot- 
ing in us, partly by Reaſon of its own fruitful 
Quality, partly by Reaſon of the fertile Soil where- 
m it is, the corrupt Heart of Man, partly by Rea- 
ſon of Satan's conſtant plying it with his Suggeſtions, 
t will every Day grow faſter, ſettle deeper, and 
ſpread wider in our Souls. By which Means it 
muſt needs create _—— of — — the 
Spirit. De the Earth, on 
the Feed of the Poe, faith as ophet of thoſe 
cruel ſs; it notes how the Fierceneſs of a 
re will wear out the Strength of a Man, 
make him ſpend all his Wits, and even gaſp out 
his Spirits. Moe unte him, faith the Prophet, that 
mereaſeth that which is not his, enlarging bis Defires 
4 Hell and Death, that loadeth himſelf with thick 
Clay, that is in other Expreffions, that h up 
Treaſures again the laſt Day; the Words us 
what the Iſſue of vehement and indefatigable Aﬀec- 
tions is, they do but create Vexations to a Man's 
own Soul, and all his Wealth will at length lie 
upon his Conſcience like a Mountain. 


Tux third of Vexation is from the En- 
joyment, or rather from the Uſe of earthly Things: 
For though a wicked Man may be ſaid to uſe the 
res, yet in a ſtrict Senſe, he cannot be ſaid to 
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enjoy them. The Loxp maketh his Sun to ſhine 
upon them, giveth them a Poſſeſſion and Uſe; but 
all this doth not reach to Fruition: For that import 
a delightful orderly Uſe of them, which Thing 
belong to the Bleflings and Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
In which Reſpect = Apoſtle faith, that Gon 
grueth us wana is exnavon, all Things richly. to en- 
19. | 
.. Tris is the main Sting and Vexation of the 
Creature alone, without God's more eſpecial Ble. 
ſing, that in it a Man ſhall ill taſte a ſecret Curle, 
which deprives him of that Satisfaction which he 
looks for from it. Falſe Joy, like the Crackling if 
Thorns, he may find, but ſtill there is ſome Fly in 
the Ointment, ſome Death in the Pot, ſome Mad- 
neſs in the Laughter, which in the Midſt of all, 
damps and ſurprizeth the Soul with Horror and Sad- 
neſs. Res ſevera 7 verum gaudium True Joy, 
faith the Heathen Man, is not a floating Thing, 
it is ſerious and maſly, it ſinks to the Center of the 
Heart: As in Nature, the Heavens we know are 
alway calm, ſerene, uniform, undiſturbed ; they 
are the Clouds and lower Regions that thunder: 
The Sun and Stars raiſe up no Fogs ſo high, that 
they may imprint any real Blot upon the Beauty cf 
thoſe purer Bodies, or diſquiet their conflant and 
regular Motions : But in the lower Regions, by 
Reaſon of their Nearneſs to the Earth, they raile 
up ſuch Meteors, as often break forth into TI hun- 
ders and Tempeſts; ſo the more heavenly the Mind 
* the more untainted doth it keep itfelf from the 
rruptions and Temptations of worldly Things, 
the more quiet and compoſed is it in all Eſtates; 
but in Minds merely ſenſual, the hotter Gop's Fa- 
vours ſhine, and the faſter his Rain falls upon them, 
the more Fogs are raiſed, the higher Thorns grow 
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e ep, the more Darkneſs and DiſtraQtions ſhake the 
Soul. OF 7 | a 


Gtr me Leave to explain this Vexation in one 
cl or two of Solomon's Particulars, and to unfold =. 
"0 i Enforcements thereof out of them. 


And Firft, To begin with that with which he 
de begins; the Knowledge of Things, either natural 
© or moral and civil, both which he concludeth are 
c Vanity and Vexat:ion of Spirit. The firſt Argument 
= he takes from the s of it, either to reſtore 

or corre any Thing that is amiſs. That which it 
Yad cannot be frraight. We may under- 
Land it ſeveral Ways: 


ry of, ALL our Knowled by Reaſon of Man's 
Corruption, is but a ed, ragged Know] 
I» WW and for that Reaſon a Vexation to the Mind: For 
, Rectitude is full of Beauty, and Crookedneſs of 
Deformity. In Man's Creation, bis Underſtand- 

e ing hould have walked in the ftrait Path of Truth, 
ſhould have had a diſtin View of Cauſes and Ef- 
fects in their immediate Succeſſions; but now Sin 
hath 23 ſuch Confuſion with Things, that the 
in to take many crooked and vaſt Com 

— ſor a little uncenain'Knowledge. | 


zy, Tus Weaknek of all natural Knowledge 
Jenn in this, that it cannot any Way either pre- 

rent or correct the natural Crookedneſs of the 
* I fralleſt Things, much leſs make a Man ſolidly and 
„ I fibſtantially happy. 


q Zaly, Tuar which is crooked eannet be ma 
„e, It is impoſſible for a Man by the exacdeſt 
. Knowledge of natural Things, to make the Na- 


tue of a Man, which by Sin is departed — 
3 primi 
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imitive Rectitude, ſtraight again, to repair that 
ge of Gop which is ſo-much diſtorted. en 
they knew GoD, they glorified Him net as Gop; 
they. became vain in their Imaginations, and thiir 
fooliſh Heart was darkened. is the Apoſtle'y 
Speech of the wiſeſt Heathens. Ariftetle, the moſt 
rational Heathen that the World knows of, in his 
Doctrine confeſſeth the Diſability of moral Know- 
ledge, to rectify the Intemperance of Nature, and 
made ut good in his Practice. Te: 


A 8£conD Ground of Vexation from Know- 
ledge, is, The Defects and Imperfections of it. 
That which is wanting, cannot be numbered. There 
are many thouſand Concluſions in Nature, which 
the moſt exquifite Judgments is not able to pierce 
into.” Nay, the more a Man knows, the more 
Diſcoveries he makes of Things he knows not. 


'- Thirdly, In much i dom is much Grief; and b. 
that increaſeth Knowledge increaſeth Sorrow. In ci- 
vil Wiſdom, the more able a Man is, the more 
Service is caſt upon bim; the more Buſineſſes run 
through him, the leſs he can enjoy his Time or Li- 
— 2 His Eminence loads him with Envy, Jea- 

| Suſpicions, forceth him often upon unwel- 
come Compliances, upon Colours and Inventions. 
to palliate unjuſt Counſels, fills him with Fears of 
Miſcarriage and Diſgrace, with reſtleſs Thoughts 
how to diſcover, prevent, conceal, accommodate 
his Adverſaries, or his on Affairs; in one Word, 
13s very apt to make him a Stranger to Gon and his 
— hos In other Learning, let a Man but con- 
ſider, /, The Confuſion, 5 Perplexi- 
ties of Cauſes and Effects by Man's Sin; 2dly, The 
Pains of the Body, the Travel of the Mind, the 
Sweat of Brain, the Tugging of the Underſtanding, 
the very Drudgery of the Soul to break 
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that Confuſion, and her own Difficulties; 3aly, The: 
many invincible. Doubts and Errors which will ſtill. 
blemiſh our brighteſt Notions ;. 4th/y, The great 
Charges which the very Inſtruments and. Furniture. 
of Learning will put Men to; 5thly, The Inſuffi- 
ciency thereof, to perfect that which is amiſs in our 
Nature, the maligant Property thereof to put Sin; 
into Armour, to contemn the Simplicity and Pu- 
rity of Gop's Word; And la/tly, The near Ap- 
proach thereof to its own Period, the ſame Death 
that attendeth us being ready alſo to bury all our' 
Learning in the Grave with us: Theſe and infinite 
like Conſiderations muſt needs mingle much Sor- 
row with the choiceſt Learning. 


| Secondly; Lor us take a View of Pleaſure. There 
is nothing doth ſo much diſable Pleaſure, as the 
Mixture either of Folly or Want. When a Man 


hath Wiſdom to apprehend the Exquiſiteneſs of his 


Delights, and Variety to keep out the Surfeit of any 
one, he is then fitteſt to examine what Compaſs of 
Goodneſs. is in them. Firſt then, Solomon kept hiv 
Wiſdom, he purſued ſuch manly and noble De- 
lights, as might not vitiate, but rather improve his 
Intellectuals, Eccle/. ii. 1, 2, 3. Secondly, his Wiſ- 
dom was furniſhed. with Variety of ___— to en- 
quire into; he had Magnificence Proviſions: 
ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his royal Mind, Sump- 
tuous and delicate Diet, under the Name of Wine, 
ver, 3. ſtately Edifices, ver. 4. Vineyards and Or- 
chards, yea, very Paradiſes, as large as Woods, 
ver. 5, 6.” Fiſhponds and great Waters, Multitudes 


of Attendants and Retinue of -all Sexes, mighty. 
Herds of Cattle of all Kinds, ver. 7. Great Trea- 
ſures of Silver and Gold; all Kinds of Muſick, 
Vocal and Inſtrumental : Thirdly, Solomon exceed- 
ed in all theſe Things, all that ever went before. him, 
ver. 9. Faurthly,. as he had the.moſt * > 
1 cw 
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| likewiſe the moſt free, undiſturbed, unabated Enjoy- 
ment of them all, he un- held not bis Heart - 
Foy : There was no Mixture of Sickneſs, or 
intercurrent Difficulties to corrupt their Sent 
or blunt the Taſte of them: Here are as 
Preparations as the Heart of Man can to 
make an univerſal Survey of thoſe Delights which 
are in the Creature: And yet at laſt upon an im 

tial Enquiry; the Conclukion is, they were but Yu 


may Vexation of Spirit, ver. 11. which Fexation 


further ret (1) By the neceſſary Divorce 
which was to come bet ween him and them, he wa: 
to leave them all, ver. 18. (2) By his Diſability fo 
to diſpoſe of them, as that after him they might re- 
main in that Manner as he had ordered them, ver, 
19. (3) By the Effects which theſe and the like 
Conſiderations wrought in him; they were ſo * 
from giving him real Satisfaction, that Firf, he 
hated all his Works; for there is nothing makes 
one hate more eagerly than Diſappointmeat in the 
Good which a Man expected. Secondly, He deſ- 
paired of finding any Good in them, becauſe they 
beget nothing but Travail, Drudgery, and unquiet 


Thoughts. 


Leer us take a View of 8 the moſt 
adored Idol of all the reſt. The Wiſeman fays, 
firſt in general, Neither Riches, nor yet Abundance of 
Wealth, can ſatisfy the Soul of Man, Eccleſ. v. 10. 
This he more particularly explains; Fir, from 
the Sharers which the Increaſe of them doch natural- 
ly draw after it, ver FI. and between the Owners 
and the Sharers, there is no Difference but this an 
empty Speculation; one fees as his own, what the 
ether enjoys to thoſe rea] Purpoſes for which they 
ſerve, as well as he. Secondly, from the Unquietneſs 
which naturally grows by — Increaſe . 
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more happy, ver. 12. Thirdly, from the Hurt which 
uſually, without ſome due Corrective, they bring, 
ver. 13. either they hurt a Man in himſelf, being 
ſtrong Temptations and Materials too of Pride, 
Vain-glory, Covetouſneſs, Luxury, Intemperance, 
Forgetfulneſs of GoD, Love of the World, and by 
theſe, of Diſorder, Diſſoluteneſs, and Diſeaſes in 
Body; or at leaſt they expoſe him to the Envy, 
Accuſations, V iolences of wicked Men. Fourthly,, 
from their Uncertainty of Abode, they periſh by an 
evil Travel; either Gop's Curſe, or ſome particu- 
lar Humour, Luſt or Project, overturns a great E- 
tate, and Poſterity is beggar d. Fifthly, ſrom the 
Certainty of an everlaſting Separation from them, 
vor. 15, 16. and this he ſaith is a ſore Evil, which 
galls the Heart of a worldly Man, that have reſol- 
ved upon no other Heaven then his Wealth; when 
Sickneſs. comes to ſnatch him away from this his 
Idol, there is not only Sorrow, but Wrath and Fu- 
ry in him, ver. 17. Sixthly, from the Diſability. 
to uſe or enjoy them, when a Man through inordi-. 
nate Love, or Diſtruſt, or Sordidneſs of Spirit, or 
Encumbrances of Employments, will not while he 
lives, enjoy his Abundance; and when he dies, 
hath not, either by his own covetous Prevention, 
or his Succeſſor's Inhumanity, an honourable Bu- 
rial, Eccleſ. vi. 1, 2, 3. Seventhly, from the Nar- 
rowneſs of any Satisfaction which can be received 
trom them, ver. 7. All the Wealth a Man bath, 
can reach no higher than the * of his Mouth, 
than the outward Services of the Body; the Deſires 
of the Soul remain empty ſtill. A Glutton may 
fill his Belly, but he cannot fill his Luſtz a 
covetous Man may have a Houſe full of Money, 
but he can never have a Heart full of Money; an 


| ambitious Man may have Titles enough to over- 


charge his Memory, but never to fill his Pride; 
Keimations of the Soul would not ceaſe, — 
| iolity 
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rioſity of the Underſtanding would not ftand at a 
Stay, though a Man could hold all the Learning of 
the Library in his Head at once the Senſua- 
lity of a laſcivious Man would never be fatiated, it 
would be the more enraged, though he ſhould tire 
out his Strength and waſte out his Spirits, and 
ſtupify all his Senſes with an exceſſive Intemperance. 
When Men have done all they can with their Wiſ. 
dom and Wealth, they can fill no more but the 
Mouth, and Poverty and Folly makes a Shift to do 
fo too, ver. 8 the Deſires wander, the Soul roves 
up and down as ever, ver. 9. Eighthiy, from their 
Diſability to protect or reſcue a Man from Evil, to 
advance the Strength of a Man beyond what it was 
before, ver. 10. Though a Man could ſcrape all 
the Wealth in the World together, he were but a 
Man ftill, ſubject to the ſame Da and Infirmi- 
ties as before; nothing can exalt him above, or 
exempt him from the common Laws of Humanity; 
neither ſhall he be ever able to contend with him 
| that is mightier than he. All his Wealth ſhall ne- 


reſtrain the Power of Almighty Gop. 


Tur fourth Degree of Vexation is from the Re- 
view of them: 


Ni, Ir a Man conſider the Means of his getting 
them ; his Conſcience will often tell him, that he 
hath purſued unwarrantable Ways of Gain, hath 
ventured to lye, flatter, ſwear, deceive, ſupplant, 
undermine; to corrupt and adulterate Wazes, to 
hoard them up till a dearer Seaſon, to-intrench upon 
Gov's Day for his own Purpoſes, that ſo he might 
not only receive, but even ſteal away Bleſſings from 


— q 


Y * 
4 
- 
, 


ver be able to blind the Eye, or bribe the Juſtice, ot 


>> ewes at end mm eos ot» > Pp @ 2» 


the Vanity of ile Creature. 179 


Secondly, IF a Man conſider the Manner, the in- 
ordinate, and over- eager * of procuring them; 
how much precious I ime haſt thou ſpent, which 
can never. be recalled, for one Hour whereof, a tor- 
mented Soul in Hell would part with all the World, 
if he had the Diſpoſal of it, to be but ſo ſmall a 
Space within the Poſſibilities of Salyation again; 
how much of this precious Time haſt thou ſpent for 
that which is no Bread, and which ſatisfieth not! 
How many golden Opportunities of encreaſing the 
Graces of thy Soul, of feeding thy Faith with more 
noble and heavenly Contemplation, on Gop's 
Truth and Promiſes, on his Name and Attributes, 
on his Word and Worſhip, of rouzing up thy Soul 
from the Sleep of Sin, of ſtirring up, and new en- 
flaming thy ſpiritual Gifts, of addreſſing thyſelf to a 
more ſerious, durable Communion. with Gop, of 
mourning for thine own Corruptions, of groaning 
and thirſting after heavenly Promiſes, of renewing 
thy Vows and Reſolutions, of beſieging and beſet- 
ting Heaven with thy more es of 
humbling” thyſclf before thy ,Gop, of bewailin 
the Calamities, the Stones, the Duſt of Sion, 4 
deprecating and repelling approaching Judgments, 
of glorifying Gos in all his Way, Thiogs of pre- 
tious, ſpiritual and everlaſting Conſequence ; how 
many of theſe golden Opportunities hath thy ab- 
furd Love and Attendance on the World ftolen 
from thee? And ſurely to a Soul enlightned, theſe 
muſt needs be Matters of much vexation. | 


Thi Ir a'Man conſider the Uſe he hath 
made of them: How they have ſtolen away his 
Heart from "truſting in God to rely on them; 
how they have diverted his Thoughts from the 
Life to come, and bewitched him to dote on pre- 
ſent. Contentments; to love Life, to fear Death, 
to diſpence with much unjuſt Liberty, to a 
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Ruſt and Security in Gop's Worſhip; how much 
Exceſs and Intemperance they have provoked; how 
little of them have been ſpent on Gop's Glory; 
how ſmall a Portion we have repayed him in his 
Miniſters, or in his Members; how few naked 
Backs they have cloathed ; how few empty Bellies 
they have filled ; how few languiſhing Bowels they 
have refreſhed ; how few Works they have 
rewarded; theſe are Co tions, which unto 
ſenſible Conſciences muſt ſome Time or other be- 
get much Vexation. 76) 


 Fourthly, Tr a Man conſider his own former Ex- 
periences, or the Examples of others, that bring 
the Vanity of theſe earthly Things to Mind; how 
ſome of his choiceſt Pleaſures have now out-lived 
him, and are expired; how the Lorp hath ſnatch- 
ed from his deareſt Embracements, thoſe Idols 
which were ſet up againſt his Glory; how many 
of his Hopes have failed, of his Expectations proved 
abortive; how much Money at one Time a Sick- 
neſs, at another a Suit, at a third a Thief, at a 
fourth a Shipwreck or Miſcarriage, at a fifth, yea, 
at a twentieth Time, a Luſt hath conſumed and 
eaten out; how many Examples there are in the 
World of withered and blaſted eſtates, of the Curſe 
of Gop, not only like a Moth inſenſibly conſum- 
ing, but like a Lion ſuddenly tearing aſunder great 
Poſſeſſions. ; "29M 
THe laſt Degree of Vexation from the Creature, 


is from the diſpoſing of them. All Creatures, Sin- 
ners eſpecially, that have no Portion in another 


Life, naturally love a preſent earthly Immortality: 


And therefore, though they cannot have it in them- 
ſelves, yet as the Philoſopher ſaith of living Crea- 
tures, the Reafon why they generate, is, * that 
Immortality which in their on Particulars they 
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cannothave, they may, ſo far as they are able, pro- 
cure in the Species or Kind which they thus pre- 
ſerve: So rich and worldly Men, though they 
cannot be immortal on the Earth themſelves, yet 
they affect an Immortality in their Names and 
Dwelling-Places, P/. xlix. 11. And therefore they 
defire to tranſmit their Subſtance to ſuch Succeſſors 


as may have Wiſdom and Nobleneſs of Mind te 


continue it. Now then if a Man either have no 
Heir, or one that is ſo active as to alter, or fo care- 
leſs and ſupine as to ruin all, either baſe to diſhonour 
the Houſe, or-profuſe to overthrow it: Theſe and 
many other the like Doubts, muſt needs infinitely 
perplex the Minds of Men, greedy to perpetuate 
their Names and Places, Ecclef. ii. 18, 19. 


Taz ſecond Thing which we propoſed to con- 
fider in this Argument, was, the Grounds of this 
Vexation; I ſhall name but three, Gop's Curſe, 
= Corruption, and the Creatures Deceitful- 


I Have at large before inſiſted on the Curſe 
conſidered alone ; now I am to ſhew in one Word, 
the iſſuing of Vexation therefrom. The Curſe of 
the Creature is as it were the Poiſon and Conta- 
gion of it ; and let a Man mix Poiſon in the moſt 
delicate Wine, it will but ſo much the eaſter, by 
the Nimbleneſs of the Spirits there, invade the 
Parts of the Body, and torment the Bowels. Gold 
of itſelf is a precious Thing, but to be ſhackled 
with Fetters of Gold, to have it turned into a Uſe 
> Bondage, adds Mockery'to the Affliction; and 
far more precious to a particular Man- is a Chain 
of Iron which draws him out of a Pit, than a 
Chain of Gold which clogs him in a Priſon; a 
Key of Iron which lets him out of a Dungeon, 
than a Bar of Gold that ſhuts him in. If a Man 
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ſhould have a great Diamond curiouſly cut into 

Angels, worth many thouſand Pounds, in 
his Bladder, no Man would count him a rich, but 
a miſerable Man: This is juſt the Caſe between a 
Man and the Creatures of themſelves, without 
Chrift to ſanctify them to us: Though the Things 
be excellent in their own Being, yet minglcd with 
our Corruptions and Luſts, they are turned into 
Poiſon, into the Gall of Aſps within a Man; 
they will not ſuſſer him to feel any Quietneſs in his 
Belly. In the Fulneſs 4 his Sufficiency, he ſhall be 
in Straits; and while is eating, the. Fury of 
Hrath ſhall rain dawn upon him. Let a Man's 
Meat be never ſo ſweet in itſelf, yet if he ſhould 
temper the Sauce with Dirt, it would make it al- 
together loathſome; and a wicked Man eats all his 
Meat like Swine, over-daubed with Dirt and Curſe. 
A little, ſaith Solomon, which the Righteous hath, 
is better than great Riches of the Ungedly : For that 
little which a righteous Man hath, is to him, an 
Experience of Gop's Promiſe, a Branch of his 
Love, a Means of thankful Affections in him, a 
Viaticum unto Heaven ; whereas the wicked Man's 
Abundance turns into his greater Curſe, their 
Table becomes their Snare; and thoſe Things 
which ſhould have been for their Good, prove un- 
to them an Occaſion of falling. Gop mates. bi: 
Sun to ſhine on the Juſt and on the 177 , on 2 
Garden of Spices, and on a Dunghill; but in the 
one, it begetteth a ſweet Savour of Praiſe and. O- 
bedience, in the other it raiſeth up noiſome Lults, 
| which prove a Savour unto Death. And who bad 
not rather be free in a Cottage, than condemned 
in a Palace. | 


Tax ſecond Ground is the Corruption of Na- 
ture, which maketh bitter and unclean every 
Thing that toucheth it. It polluteth holy Feb, 

| | | muc 
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much more will it pollute ordinary Things. We 
read of a Roll which was ſweet in the Mouth, 
but Bitterneſs in the Belly : Such are the Creatures. 
In the Bowels of Men, their Hearts and Conſci- 
ences (which are the Seminaries of Corruption) 
they turn into Gall, however in the Mouth they 
have Honey in them. For this is a conſtant 
Rule, then only doth the Creature ſatisfy a Man 
when it is ſuitable to his Occaſions and Neceſſities. 


THz Reaſon why the ſame Proportion is unſuf- 
kcient for a Prince, which is abundant for a private 
Man, is becauſe the Occaſions of the Prince are 
more vaſt, and numerous than the Occaſions of a 
private Man. Now the Defires and Occaſions of 
+ Man in Chrift, are limitted, whereas another 


Man's are til} at large: For he is in a Way, his 


Eye is upon an End, he uſeth the World but as an 


lan, and no Man that travels Homeward will mul- 


tiply Buſineſs unneceſſarily in the Way. In his 
Houſe he can find ſundry Employments to buſy 
himſelf about, the Education of his Children, the 
Government of his Family, the managing his 
Eſtate, are able to fill up all his Thoughts, where- 
as in the Inn he cares for nothing but his Refreſh- 
ment and Reſt. So here, the Faithful make their 
Home their Buſineſs, how to have their Converfa- 


tion in Heaven, how to have a free and comfort- 


able Uſe of the Food of Life, how to reliſh the 
Mercies of Gop, how to govern their evil Hearts, 
how to pleaſe Gop their Father, and Chri/t their 
Huſband, how to ſecure their Intereſt in their ex- 
pected Inheritance, how to thrive in Grace, to be 
rich in good Works, to purchaſe to themſelves a 
farther Degree of _—_ how to entail their ſpiri- 


_ tual Riches on their Poſterity, in a pious Education 


of their Childiten ; theſe are their Employments. 
The Things of this Life. are not Matters of their 
Q 2 Heme 
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Home, but only Refreſhments in the Way, which 
therefore they uſe not as their grand Buſineſſes but 
only neceſſary Reſpites. So that hereby their Oc- 


caſions being few and narrow, thoſe Things which 

they here enjoy, are unto thoſe Occaſions large 
ſuitable, and by conſequent ſatisfatory. But wand 

ly Men are here at Home, they have their Portion 

in this Life; hereupon their Deſires are vaſt, and 

their Occaſions ſpringing out of thoſe Deſires in- 
finite. A Man in the right Way finds at laſt an 

End to his Journey, but he that is out the Way, 
wanders infinitely without any Succeſs. Ret is 

that which the and Wings of the Soul ſtil 

carry Men upon. Now the Faithful being always 

in the Way, with Comfort go on, though it be 
peradventure deep and heavy, becauſe they are ſure 

it will bring them Home at laſt ; but wicked Men 
ina fairer Way are never ſatisſied, becauſe they | 
have not before them that Reſt which their Soul 
deſires. For inordinate Luſts are ever infinite. 
What made the Heathen burn in Luſt one towards 
another, but becauſe the Way of Nature is finite, 
but the Way of Sin infinite? What made Nerv, 
that wicked Emperor, have an Officer about him, 
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Deſires; the Epicure never ceaſe ſwallowing, and 
ft ing, and inventing new Arts of Catches, 
— and Health, and Meaſures, and Dam- 
nation; the Swearer find out new Gods to invoke, 
and have Change of Oaths, as it were of Faſhions; 
the ſuperſtitious Fraveller run from England to 
Rhemes, from thence to Rome, and from Rome to 


Lare to, 
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Loretto, and after that to Feruſalem, to worlhip 
the Milk of our Lady, or the Tomb of our Savi- 
our, or the Nails of his Croſs, or the Print of his 
Feet, and I know not what other fond Deluſions 
of filly Men, who had rather find Salvation any 
where than {in the Scriptures: What is the Rea- 
ſon of theſe and infinite the like Abſurdities, but 
becauſe Luſt is infinite? And infinite Luft will 
breed infinite Occaſions, and infinite Occa ſions, 
will require infinite Wealth, and infinite Wit, and 
infinite Strength, and infinite Inſtruments to bring 
them about. And this muſt needs beget much 
Vexation of Mind, not to have our Poſſeſſions in 
any Meaſure proportionable to our Occaſions. 


Tus third and laſt Ground is the Creatures De- 
ceitfulneſs; there is no one Thing will more diſ- 
quiet the Mind than to be defeated. When Men ex- 
pet Diſappointment, they prepare ſuch a Diſpoſition 
as may be fit to bear it: But when a Man is ſurprized 
with Evil, the Novelty increaſeth the Vexation. 
=> therefore — Scripture 8 — the 

eatneſs of a judgment, by the Luexpectedueſt © 
it : When thou did  terridl 1 hh we — 
not for. Now Men are apt to promiſe themſelves 
much Contentment in the Fruition of earthly 
Things, and to be herein diſappointed is the Ground 
of much Vexation. When a Man travels in a 
deep Way, and ſees before him a large ſmooth 
Hain, he preſumes that will recompence the Toil 
he was formerly put to; but when he comes to it, 
and finds it as rotten, as full of Sloughs, and Bogs, 
and Quagmires, as his former Way, the Trouble 
is the more multiplied, becauſe his Hopes are de- 
ceived. The Devil and the World beget in Mens 
Minds large and make profuſe Promiſes to 
thoſe that will worſhip them; and a Man at a Diſ- 
tance ſees Abundance of Pleaſure and Happineſs in 
Riches, Honours, high Places, eminent Employ- 
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ments, but when he hath his Heart's Deſire, and 
perad venture hath ventured to break through 
& Hedge, to make Gaps through Gop's Law and 
his own Conſcience, that he might by ſhorter Paſ- 
fages haſten to the Idol he ſo much worſhipped, 
he finds at laſt that there was more 'I rouble in the 


Fruition, than ExpeRation at the Diſtance. 


Fir, Tux v deceive ur Judgements, make us 
think better of them than they deſerve; they deal 


with us as the Philiſtines with Sampſon, they begin 


at our Eyes. Thus the Devil began to beguile Eve, 
when ſhe ſaw that the Tree was and 

to the Eyes; then being thus firſt deceived, ſhe 
became a Tranſgreſſor. And thus E/au diſputes 
himſelf out of his Birth-right; I am at the Point 
of Death, the Pottage will make me live, the 
Birth-right will not go into the Grave with me; 
L will prefer my Lite before my Privilege. 


Secondly, Tu deceive our Hopes and Expee- 
tations. Achan promiſed himſelf much Happineſs 


mn a Wedge of Gold and Babylonifp Garment ; but 
they were devoted and curſed I hings, they did not. 
deceive him, but undo him: The Wedge of Gold 


(if J ny ſo ſpeak) did ſerve to no other Purpoſe, 
but to cleave aſunder his Soul from his Body, and 


the Babyloniſh Garment but for a Shroud. - 


in Reſpect of 
Good; they promiſe long Lifc, and yet the ſame Night 
a Man s Soul is taken from him, and they the In- 
ſtruments of that Calamity. How many Men have 


Thirdly, TaEy deceive our Hopes 


periſhed by their Honours ? How many have been 


eaten up by their Pleaſures ? How many bath the 


1 Deſire of Wealth poured out into the Grave? 


hey promiſe Peace and Safety (as we fee how I/ 
racl boaſted in their Mountains, Confederacies, 


Supplies from Egypt and Afyrio, in their own 
Counſels 
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Counſels and Inventions) and yet all theſe end i 
Shame and Diſappointment ; they promiſe Liberty, 
and yet make Men Slaves unto vile Luſts; thus all 
thoſe fantaſtical. Felicities, which Men build upon 
the Creature, prove, in the End, to have been 
nothing elſe but the of a dreaming M 
nothing but Lies and Vanity in the Cone 


Lafily, Taty deceive us likewiſe in Reſpect of 
Evil. No Creatures, however they may promiſe 
Immunity and Deliverance, can do a Man any 
Good, when the Lord will be pleaſed to ſend E- 
vil upon him. And yet it is not for nothing, that 
2 Truth fo univerſally. confeſſed, ſhould be repeat - 
ed in the Scripture, that Silver and Gold, and cor- 
ruptible Things, are not a fit Price for the Souls 
of Men. Doubtleſs the holy Men of God fore- 
aw a Time, when falſe Chris and falſe Prophets 
ſhould come into the World, which ſhould ſet Sal- 
vation to Sale, and make Merchandiſe of the Souls 
of Men (as we ſec at this Day in Popiſh Indul- 
gencies and Penance, no leſs ridiculous than impi- 
ous Superſtitions.) Neither is it for nothing that 
Solomon tells us, that Riches, yea u bolt Treaſures, 
d not frofit in the Day of Death; a Speech repeated 
by two Prophetsafter him. For ſurely thoſe holy Men 
knew how apt Wealth and Greatneſs is to bewitch 
a Man with Conceits of Immortality. Who were 
they that made a Covenant with Death, and were 
at an Agreement with Hell to paſs from them, but 
the ſcornful Men, the Rulers of the People, Who 
had Abundance of Wealth and Honour? Who 
were they that did put far away the evil * and, 
in Deſpite of the 's Threatnings, did flat- 
ter themſelves in the eit of their firm and in- 
concuſſible Eſtate; but they who were at Eaſe in 
dien, who truſted upon the Mountains of Samaria, 
ho lay upon Beds of Ivory, and ſtretched themſelves. 

upon 
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pon their Couches: Vet we ſec all this was but 


Deceit, they go captive with the firſt of thoſe 
that go captive, and the Banquet of them that 
ſtretched themſelves, is removed. All earthly Sup- 
ports, without God, are but like a ſtately Houſe 
on the Sand, without a Foundation; a Man ſhall 
be buried in his own Pride. He that is ſtrong, 
ſhall be to ſeek of his Strength; he that is mighty, 
and ſhould deliver others, ſhall be too weak for 
his own Defence ; he that is ſwift, ſhall be amazed, 
and not dare to fly; if he be a Bow-man, at 
a great Diſtance ; if he be a Rider, and have a 

great Advantage, he ſhall yet be overtaken; and 
he that is ceurageous, and adventures to ſtand out, 
ſhall be fain to fly away naked yt the laſt, What- 
ever Hopes or —— te can afford a 
Man in theſe Troubles, th ing but Froth 
and Vanity, the LoxDp chal — and derides them 
all. And the Prophet Iſaiab gives a ſound Reaſon 
of it all, the Egyptians are Men, and not Gop, 
and their Horſes are Fleſh, and nit Spirit. When 
the — Hall flretch out bis Hand, both he that 


jor gary 2 
Hall fall together. 


Tre third Thing propoſed was, the Conſiden- 


——— ͤ— — — 
Vexation of the Creature. 


AnD firſt, the Conſideration as, mingled 
with Faith in the Heart, muſt needs work Humi- 
liation in the Spirit of a Man, upon the Sight of 
thoſe Sins which have ſo much defaced the 
Creatures of Gop. Sin was the firſt Thing that 
did peſter the Earth with Thorns; Gen. iii. 17, 18. 
And bath filled all the Creation with Vanity and 
Bondage. Sin is the Ulcer of the Soul. Touch 
a Wound with the ſofteſt Lawn, and there will 


ſmart ariſe : So though the Creatures be never ſo 
- harmleſs, 
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harnileſs, yet as ſoon as they come to the Heart of 
a Man, there is ſo much Sin there, as muſt needs 
beget Pain. 


THe Palate, prepoſſeſs'd with a bitter Humour, 
finds its own Diſtemper in the ſweeteſt Meats it 
Taſtes ; ſo the Soul, having the Ground of Bitter- 
nels in itſelf, finds the ſame Affection in every 
Thing that comes near it, Death itſelf, though it 
be none of God's Works, but the Shame and De- 
formity of the Creature, yet, without Sin, hath 
no Sting in it. How much leſs Sting, think we, 
have thoſe Things which were made for the Com- 
forts of Man's Liſe, if Sin were not the Serpent 
that did lurk under them all? Doſt thou then in 
thy ſwifteſt Carreer of earthly Delights, when thou 
art poſting in the Ways of thy Heart, and in the 
Sight of thine Eyes, feel a curb privily galling 
thy, Conſcience, a ſecret Damp ſeizing upon thy 


Saul, and affrighting it with Suſpicions of at- 


tending Judgments; fee a Hand againſt the Wall 
writing bitter Things againſt thee ? Doſt thou 
in all thy lawful Callings find much Sweat of Brow, 
much Teil of Brain, much Care of Heart in com- 
paſſing thy lawful Intendments ? Do not loſe the 
Opportunity. of that Good which all this may ſug- 
gelt unto thee. Certainly there is ſome 

that hath raiſed this Storm, there is ſome Sin or 
other that hath cauſed all this Trouble to thy Soul. 


Do not repine at God's Providence, nor quarret 
with the dumb Creatures, but let thine Indignation 
reflect upon thine own Heart: And as ever thou 
hopeſt to have the Sweat of thy Brow abated, or 
the Care of thy Heart remitted, or the Curſe of the 
Creature removed, caſt thyſelf down before Gop, 
throw out thy Sin, awake thy Saviour with the 
Cry of thy Repentance and all the Storms will be 

ſuddenly 
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ſuddenly calmed. Certainly the more Power any 
Man hath over the Corruption of his Nature, the 
leſs Power hath the Sting of any Creature over his 
Heart. Though thou haſt but a Dinner of Herbs 
with a quiet Conſcience, thou doſt therein find 
more Sweetneſs, than in a fatted Ox with a treu- 
bled Heart. Whenever therefore we find this Thorn 
in the Creature, we ſhould throw ourſelves down 
before Gop, and in ſome ſuch Manner as this, be- 
wail the Sin of our Heart, which is the Root of 
that Thorn. Loxp, Thou art a Gop of Peace 
and Beauty and whatever comes from Thee, muſt 
needs originally have Peace and Beauty in it. 
The Earth was a Paradife when Thou didſt firſt 
beſtow it upon me, but my Sin hath turned it 
into a Deſart, and curſed all the Increaſe thereof 
with Thorns. The Honour which thou gaveſt 
me, was a glorious Attribute, a Sparkle of thine 
own Fire, a Beam of thine own Light, an Impreſs 
of thine own Image, a Character of thine own 
Power; but my Sin hath put a Thorn into mine 
Honour; my Greedineſs, when I look upward to 
get higher, and my Giddinefs, when I look down- 
ward for Fear of falling, never leaves my Heart 
without Anguiſh and Vexation: The Pleaſure which 
Thou alloweſt me to enjoy, is full of ſweet Re- 
freſhment, but my Sin hath put a Thorn into this 
likewiſe ; my Exceſs and Senſuality hath ſo choak- 
ed thy Word, ſo ſtifled all Seeds of Nobleneſs in 
my Mind, fo like a Canker over grown all my pre- 
cious Time, ſtolen away all Opportunies of Grace, 
that now my Refreſhments are become my Dil- 
eaſes. The Riches which Thou gaveſt me, as they 
come from Thee, are Sovereign Bleſſings, where- 
with I might abundantly have glorified thy Name, 
and thy Church, and ſupplied thy Saints, 
and made the Eyes that ſaw me to bleſs me, and 
the Ears that heard me to bear Witneſs to me, 
wherewith 
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wherewith I might have covered the naked Back, 
and cured the bleeding Wounds, and filled the 
hungry Bowels, and ſatisfied the fainting Deſires 
of mine own Saviour in his diſtreſſed Members: 
But my Sin hath put in ſo many Thorns of Pride, 
Hardneſs of Heart, Uncompaſſionateneſs, endleſs 
Cares, and the like, as are ready to pierce me 
through with many Sorrows. The Calling wherein 
Thou haſt placed me is honeſt and profitable to 
Men, wherein I might ſpend my Time in glorify- 
ing thy Name, in Obedience to thy Will, in At- 
tendance on thy Bleſſings ; but my Sin hath brought 
ſo much Ignorance upon my Underſtanding, ſo 
much Intricateneſs upon my Employments, fo 
much Ruſt and Sluggiſnneſs upon my Faculties 
ſo much Earthly- mindedneſs upon my Heart, that 
I am not able, without much Diſcomfort, to go 
on in my Calling. All thy Creatures are of them- 
ſelves full of Honour and Beauty, the Beams and 
Glimpſes of thine own Glory ; but our Sin hath 


ſtained the Beauty of thine Handiwork, fo that 


now thy Wrath is as well revealed from Heaven, 
as thy Glory ; we now ſee in them the Prints as 


well of thy Terrors as of thy Goodneſs. 


« Ax now, Loxp, I do in Humbleneſs of Heart, 
abhor myſelf, and abominate thoſe curſed Sins, 
which have not only defiled my Nature and Per- 
fon, but have ſpread Deformity and Confuſion up- 
on all thoſe Creatures, in which thy Wiſdom and 
18 had planted fo great a Beauty, and fo ſweet 
an Order,” | 


Ari ſome ſuch Manner as this, ht the 
Conſideration of the Thorninefs of the Creature 
to humble us in the Sight of thoſe Sins, which are 
the Roots thereof. 

1 Secondly, 
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| Secondly, T Hs Conſideration hereof ſhould make 
us wiſe to prevent thoſe Cares which the Creatures 
are ſo apt to beget in the Heart ; thoſe I mean, 
which are Branches of the Vexation of the Crea- 
ture. There is a two fold Care, Regular and It- 
regular, Care is then Regular, Firſt, when it 
bath a right End, ſuch as is both ſuitable with, 
and ſubordinate to our main End, the Kingdom of 
Gop, and his Righteouſneſs. Secondly, when the 
Means of procuring that End are right ; for we 
may not do Evil to effect Good. St. Auguſtine is 
reſolute, that if it were poſlible by a Lie to com- 
paſs the Redemption of the whole World, yet fo 
weighty a Good muſt rather be let fall, than 
brought about by Evil. Thirdly, When the 
Manner of it is good; and that is (1.) When the 
Care is moderate, Phil. iv. 5, 6. (2.) When 
it is with Submiſſion to the Mill and Wiſdom of 
Gop : When we can with Comfort of Heart, and 
with much Confidence of a happy Iflue, recom- 


dence and Diſpoſal, can be content to have our 
Humours maſtered, and Conceits captivated to 
his Obedience; when we can, with David, re- 
ſolve not to torment our Hearts with needleſs and 
endleſs Projects, but to roll ourſelves upon Gop's 
Protection: I ſhall find Favour in his Eyes, He 
will bring me again, and ſhew me both the Ark and 
his Habitation. But if He ſay thus unto me, I have no 
Delight in thee; let Him do to me as ſeemeth good unts 
Him. Now in this Reſpect, Care is not a Vexa- 


tion, but a Duty ; He is worſe than an Infidel that 


provides not for his own, Our Saviour Himſelf had 
a Bag in his Family; and Solomon ſends fooliſh 
and improvident Men unto the ſmalleſt Creatures 
to learn this Care, Prov. vi. 8. | | 


mend every Thing that concerns us to his Provi- 
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Vexation, — not a cutting, dividing, diſtracting 
Care; againſt which we ought the rather to ſtrive, 
notonly — it is fo apt to ariſe from the Crea- 
ture, coupling in with the Corruption of Man's 
Heart,” but alſo becauſe of its own evil Wy 


= being both ſuperfluous and ſinful. 


Firft, IRREGULAR Cares are FOR and 
improper to the Ends which we direct them to, 
and that not to our main End only, Happineſs, 
which Men toiling to diſcover in the Creature, 
where it is not, do, inſtead thereof, find nothin 
but Trouble and Vexation ; but even to thoſe 
lower Ends which the Creatures are proper and 
ſuitable to. For unto us properly belongs the In- 

, but unto Gop the Care; unto us the La- 
bour and Uſe of Means, but unto Gop the Bleſs- 
ing and Succeſs of all. Though Paw! plant, and 

s waters, it is Gop only that can give the 
Increaſe ; He muſt be truſted with the Events of 
all our Induſtry. Peter never began to fink, ttill 
he began to doubt, that was the Fruit of his Un- 
belief. SW bich 6 of you by takin don ht, can add 
one Cubit to his — ſaith G11 Cares 
can never bring to paſs our 1 Deſires, be- 
cauſe, I ſay, the Care of r was ever God's 
Prerogative, — belon to his Providence, 
Upon Him we muſt ca Cure, upon Him we 
muſt unload our Burdens, * He will ſuſtain us. 
Ve are all of one Family, of the Houſhold of Gon 
and of Faith; now we know, Children are not 
to lay up for Parents, but Parents for Children, 
If we ſhould fee a Child toil for his Living, we 
ſhould preſently conclude, that he was left to the 
wide World; and had no Father to provide for 
dim; and that is our Saviour's n. ow 
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no Thaught, far your heavenly Father knoweth yu, 
| bave Need Tori: Things, | rote Y 


Lux us therefore caſt ourſelves upon G0: 


1. In Faith, * upon the Truth of his 
Promiſes ; He hath faid, I will not - fail thee, ur 
forſake thee: And upon the All-ſufficiency of his 
Power ; Our Gop whom we is able to deliver 
vs, That which grieved the Lok p with his People 
in the Wilderneſs, was their Diſtruſt of his Power 
and Protection; Can He ſpread a Table in the Wil 
&erneſs Can He give Bread alſo, and Fleſb for bi 
People? And indeed, as Cain's Deſpair, ſo, in 
ſome Proportion, any Fainting under Temptation, 
any Diſcontent with our Eflate, proceeds from 
this, that we meaſure Gon by ourſelves, that we 
conceive. of his Power by thoſe Ways of 
Eſcape which we are by our own Wiſdom able to 
forecaſt; and when we are ſo ſtraitned, that we 
can ſee no Way to turn, there we give over truſt- 
ing to Gop, Ie is therefore a notable Means of 
eſtabliſhing the Heart in all Eſtates, to have the 
Eye of Faith fixed upon the Power of 'Gop, to 
confider, that his Thoughts and Contrivances ere 
as much above ours, as Heaven is above the 
Earth : And therefore to reſolve with Feh:/aphet, 
that when we know not what to do, yet we will 
have our Eyes upon Him ftill. Son of Man, faith 
the Loxp to Ezetiel, can theſe dead Bones live? 
And he anfwered, O Loxp T hou know. 
Thy Thoughts are above our Thoughts; and 
where Things are to us impoſſible, they, are calf 


| | | =o # 7 
2. By Prayer, This is a main Remedy agaioft 
careful Thoughts. When the Apoſtle had exhort - 
ed the Pbilippiant, that their Moderation, _ 
ir 
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their Equanĩmity and Calmneſs of Mind, ſhould 
be known unto all Men, he preſſeth it with this 
excellent Reaſon, The Lorp tis at Hand, He is 
ever at Home in his Family, He is near to ſee the 
Wants, and to hear the Cries of all that come 
unto Him; therefore, ſaith he, Be careful for no- 
thing, but in every T bing, by Prayer, and Supplica- 
tion, with Thankſoromg, (Thankſgiving for what 
you have, and Prayer for what you want) let your” 
Requeſts be made unto GoD ; and He ſhall furniſh 
you with Peace in all Eſtates. - 


Secondly, As Irregular Cares are needleſs and- 
ſuperfluous, ſo they are ſinful too: 


V. In Regard of their Object, they are worldly 
Cares, the — of the Men of this World; 
therein we declare ourſelves to walk in Confor- 
mity to the Gentiles, as if we had no better Foun- 
dation of Content than the Heathen which know 
not GoD. And this is Chriſt's Argument, After 
all theſe Things do the Gentiles ſeek. We are taken 
out of the World, we have not received the Spirit 
of the Word; and therefore we muſt not be con- 
formable to the World, nor bring forth the Fruits 
of a Spirit, but walk as Men that are ſet 
apart, as à peculiar People, and that have hea- 
ven 13 the Grace of God to eſtablih 
our Hearts. Illi terrena ſupianmt qui promiſſa c- 
h/tia nam hobent, It is ſeemly for choſs — who 
have no other Portion but in this Life, to fx their 
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% Trey are finful in Regard of their Cao 


ſes, and are principally two: 2x. Inordinate 
Luft, Ar Running of the Heart af- 
ter Covetoufneſs: 2. Diſtruſt of Gop's Provi- 
dence ; for thoſe „ which ſpring ſrom Luſt, 
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ſet their Aﬀe&ions on duch trivial Things, that 


See Faith: ſecure de Heart in the 
ExpeQation of them. | | 


Laſth, Tuev are anful in their Effects I, 
"They. are murdering Cares, they work Sadneſs, 
Suſpicions, Uncomfortableneſs, and at laſt Death. 
2. They are choaking Cares, they- take off the 
Heart from _ Word, and thereby make it un- 
fruitful. 2 ey are adulterous Cares, they ſteal 
away the — God, and ſet a Man at En- 
mity againſt Him. In all which Reſpects we 
N to arm ourſelves againſt them. 


Wucn that we may the better 36, we « will; in 
the laſt Place propoſe two Sorts of Directions: 


T. How to make the Creature no vexing Crea- 
ture. 


2. How to GA . G. 750 
the former: 


1. Pray for e for that | which is 


ſuitable to thy Mind, I mean not to the Luſts, 


but to Abilities of thy Mind. Labour ever to ſuit 
thy Occaſions to thy Parts, and thy Supplies to 
thy Occaſions, If a Ship out of 5 be 
over-loaden with Gold, it will be in Danger of 
ſinking, notwithſtanding the Capacity of the des 
de not a filled: On the wv: ob Side, fill it 
to the Brim with Feathers, and it will toſs up 
2 own for Want of its due Ballaſting. — is 
1 of Men, ſome have ſuc 

Deſires.” „ er they I a 
Sorts of - Buſineſs, and ſo never leave loading 
themſelves, till their Hearts ſink, and are ſwal- 
lowed up in worldly Sorrow and Security: Others 
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tho' they mould have the Fill of all their Deſires, 
their Sftaid would ſtill be as floating and unſett 
is before. | Reſolve therefore to do with thyſelf as 
Men with their Ships: There may a Tempeſt ariſe, 
when thou muſt be conſtrained to throw out all 
thy Wares into the Sea; ſuch were the Times 
Perſecutions, when Men were put to for- 
ſake their Father, Mother, Wife, Children, nay, 
to have the very Ship itſelf broken to Pieces, that 
the Mariner within might eſcape upon the Ruins. 
But beſides this, in the calmeſt and ſecureſt Times 
of the Church, theſe two Things thou muſt ever 
look to, if thou tender thine one Tranquility. 
1. Fill, not thyſelf with light Things : Such 
are all the Things of this World in themſelves, 
befides. the Room and Cumberſomneſs of them (as 
light Things take up ever the moſt Room) they 
ſtill leave the Soal floating and unſettled. Do 
thereſore as wiſe Mariners, have ſtrong and ſub- 
fantial Ballaſting in the Bottom, Faith in Gov's 
Promiſes, Love and Fear of his Name, à Foun- 
dation of good Works, and then whatever be- 
comes of thy other Loading, thy Ship itſelf ſhalf 
be ſafe at laſt, thou ſhalt be fure in the greateſt 
Tempeſt to have thy Life for a Prey. 2. Conſi- 
der the Burden of thy Veſſel: All Ships are not 
of an equal Capacity, and they muſt be freighted 
and manned, and victualled in Proportion to theie 
Burden. All Men have not the fame Abilities ; 
ſome have ſuch a Meaſure of Grace as enables 
them, with much Wiſdom and Improvement, to 
manage ſuch an Eftate as would puff up ſome with 
Pride, Senſuality, Superciliouſneſs, and -Forpet- 
fulneſs of Gop : Again, ſome Men are fitted to 
fome Kind of Employments, not to others ; as 
ſome Ships are for Merchandize, others for War; 
and in theſe Varieties of States, every Man ſhould 
oft ſuĩtable to his Diſpo- 
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ſition and Abilities, which may expoſe him to 
ſeweſt Temptations, or at leaſt by which he may 
be moſt ſerviceable in the Body of Chrift, and 
bring moſt Glory to his Maſter. This is that 
we all pray, Grue us our daily Bread; that which 
is moſt proportioned to our Condition, that which 
is fitteſt for us to have, and maſt adv 

to the Ends of that Loxd whom we ſerve. 


2. Lapovur to get Cbriſ into thy Ship, He 
will check every Tempeſt, and calm every Vexa- 


tion that yu upon thee. When thou ſhalt con- 


ſider that his Truth, and Perſon, and Honour are 
embarked in the ſame Veſſel with | thee, thou 
mayſt ſafely refolve on one of theſe; either He 
will be my- Pilot in the Ship, or my Plank in the 
Sea to carry me ſafe to Land; if 1 ſuffer in his 
Company, and as his Member, He fuffers with 
ine, and then I may triumph to be. made any 
Way conformable unto Chri/f my Head. If I 
have Chi with me, there can no Eſtate come 
which can be cumberſome to me. Have I a Load 
of iy and Infirmity, inward, outward, in Mind, 
Body, Name, or Eſtate? This takes away the 
Vexation of all, when I conſider it all comes from 


Chrift, and it all runs into Chr. It all comes 


from Him as the wiſe Diſpoſer of his own Body; 
and it all runs into Him as the compaſſionate Sha- 
rer with his own Body: It all comes from Him, 
who is the Diſtributer of his Father's Gifts ; and 
it all runs into Him who is the Partaker of his 
Members Sorrows. If I am weak in Body, Chri/t 
my Head was wounded ; if weak in Mind, Chriff 
my Head was heavy unto Death : If I ſuffer. in 
my Eſtate, Chriff my Head became poor, as poor 
as a Servant; if in my Name, Chr my Head 
was eſteemed vile, as vile as Beel/zebub. Paul was 


camforted in the greateſt Tempeſt with the Pre- 


ſence 
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fence. of an Angel, how much more with the 
Grace of Chriſt? When the Thorn was in his 
Fleſh, and the Buffets of Satan about his Soul, 
yet then was his Preſence a plentiful Protection, 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee; and he conſeſſeth it 
elſewhere, J am able to do all Things through Chriſt 
that r me. Chriſt's Head hath ſanctified 
any Thorns, his Back any Furrows, his Hands 
any Nails, his Side any Spear, his Heart any Sor- 
row that can come to mine. Again, have I a 
great Eſtate, am I loaden with Abundance of 
earthly Things? This takes away all the Vexa- 
tion, that I have Chriſt with me; his Promiſe to 
ſanctify it, his Wiſdom to manage it, his Glory 
to be by it advanced, his Word to be by it main- 
tained, his Anointed ones to be by it ſupplied, 
his Church to be by it repaired ; in one Word, 
bis Poverty to be by it relieved. For as Chrif 
hath Strength and Compaſſion to take off the Bur- 
den of our Afflictions; ſo hath He Poverty too, 
to eaſe that Vexation which may grow from our 
Abundance. If thou hadſt a whole Wardrobe of 
caſt Apparel, Chrift hath more Nakedneſs than all 
that can cover: If whole Barns full of Corn, and 
Cellars of Wine, Cbriſt hath more empty Bowels 
than all that can fill : If all the precious — in 
a Country, Chrift hath more Sickneſs than all that 
can cure: If the Power of a great Prince, Chris 
hath more Impriſonment than all that can enlarge: 
If a whole Houſe full of Silver and Gold, Chrift 
hath more diſtreſſed Members to be comforted, 


more Breaches in his Church to be repaired, more 


Enemies of his Goſpel to be oppoſed, more De- 
tenders of his Faith to be ſupplied, more Urgen- 
cies of his Kingdom to be attended, than all that 
will ſerve for. Chr profeſſeth Himfelf to be. ſti 
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in Need of our Vibe and Supplies, PREY 
Good which Chrs/? hath done, is ours, by Reaſon 
of our Communion with Him; fo all the gorges 
ſuffer is Cry, by Reaſon of his Co 
with us, The Apoſtle faith, that we /t together 
wi Chriſt on 9 and the ſame A- 
poſtle ſaith, that the Sufferings of Chri# ate made 
up in his Members, Nos ibi fedemus, Y ihe hie 
laberat. W im, and He pained 
in us; in all his Honour we are honoured, and in 


all our Afictions He is afflicted. ö 
a Casr out thy mah, lleepi and fo 
> Geer brings Jo To ng 

Vexation to thy Sprrie. It _ he tha 2 an 
execrable Thisg g. a Wedge a Babylon 


Garment, a Bag full of unjuſt Gain, n 
$acrilege, Difobedience, e o Op 
ſion, by detaining Gon's, or thy Neighbour's 
Rights: It may be thou haſt a Dalilab, a ſtrange 
Woman, in thy Boſom, that . Rot upon 
_ Eſtate; whatever thy Sickneſs, whatever 
ue be, as thou tendereſt the Tranquility 
bring oe rouſe it up from its Sleep by a 
faithful, ſerious, and impartial Examination f 
thine own Heart; and tho” it be as dear to thee 
as thy right Eye, or thy right Hand, thy choiceſt 
Pleaſure, or thy chiefeſt Profit, yet caſt it out in 
an humble Confeſſion to Gop, in a hearty and 
willing Reftitution-to Men, in opening thy cloſe 
and contracted Bowels to thoſe that never yet en- 
joyed Comforts from them; then ſhall Quietneſs 
_ ariſe unte thy Soul; and chat very Gain which 
thou throweſt away, is but caſt ſon the Waters, 
the Lonp will provide a Whale to keep it for 
thee, and will at laſt reſtore it thee whole again. 
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Tu laſt Direction which I ſhall give to re- 
move the Vexation of the Creature, is out of the 
Text, and that is, to keep it from thy Spirit, not 
to ſuffer it to take up thy ughts' and inner 
Man. A Man's Heart ought to be upon his Bu- 
ſineſs, and not upon Matters accidental. If in a 
Tempeſt Men ſhould not addreſs themſelves to- 
their Offices, looſe their Tacklings, to draw the 
Pump, to ſtrike Sails and lighten the Veſſel, bur 
ſhould make it their ſole Work to gaze upon their 
Commodities, who could expect that a Calm 
ſhould drop into ſuch Mens Laps? Beloved, when 
the Creature hath raiſed a Tempeſt of Vexation, 
think upon your Offices; to the Pump, to pour 
out thy Corruptions; to the Sails and Tackling, 
to abate thy Luſts and the Proviſions of them; to 
thy Faith, to live Above; to thy Patience; It is 
the Lok p, let Him do as ſeemeth good to Him; to 
thy Thankfulneſs, The Lord grueth, and the Lonn 
taketh azuay ; bleſſed be the Name of the LoxD. ' ' 


Bur what is it to keep the Creature from the 
Spirit? It is in the Phraſe of Scripture, Not to ſet" 
the Heart upon Riches. Appenere Cor, to carry a 
Man's Heart to the Creature, the Prophet gives 
2 fit Expreſſion of it, when he faith, 'That the 
Heart doth go \Covetouſneſs ; when a Man- 
makes all the Motions of his wait upon his 
Luſts, and drud for them, and bringeth his 
Heart to the of the Creature: For the 
World doth not wound the Heart, but the Heart 
woundeth itſelf upon the World. As it is not 
the Rock alone that daſheth the Ship, without its 
Wave upon the Rock; ſo it is a Man's on Luſt 
which vexeth his Spirit, and not the Things alone 
rhich he poſſeſſet n. 3 
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Things: | 


7 if, To vitch a Man's Thoughts 9 Studies, 
to direct all the Enquiries of his Soul upon them, 
and the Good he expects from them. This in the 
Scripture is expreſſod by deviſing, conſulting, think - 
ing within one's Self, being toſſed like a Meteo: 
with Doubtfulneſs of Mind, and careful Suſpence, 
Jelntogoge 2 Self, making Proviſton for Luſts. 


7 Adh, To care ſor, to employ a Man's AﬀeRtions 
of Love, Delight, Deſire upon them, to ſet a high 
Price on them. | For this: Cauſe covetous Men are 
called Idolaters, becauſe they prefer Money, 2s 2 
Man deth his Gon, before all other Things. 
When: the Women would have comforted the Wife 
of Phineas, with the Birth of a Son, after the Cap- 
vity. of the Ark, it is faid, She regerded it not; 
the Text. je, e did nat pat hen Heart whon it: 
Though a Woman rejoice when a Man Child is 
botn z-yet D ſhe no more 
ned the Joy of à Son, than a Mian would do, 
Sun. ſhould 
Star put in 2 — 30 * 
en us, People: to Dvia, 
Ten Thonjand of ar; that is, 
1 pariſo 80 
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— in tbe Word: 
_ 8 which _—_ 

rts, Vires, and pred ur 
Strength of a Man, and the outward 
Strength 
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Strength of Munition and Fortification: Therefore 
faith Solamon, The rich Man's lil dalth is his firing 
City; and rich Men are ſaid to truſt and glory in 
ohbb Reris3 > non 52 12114, 270 os 


wes ODIN TYY © \9> 1 * ">. 3} 8 24 
Now a Man eught not thus to ſet his Heart on 
the Creature: | 19 4 * I $f $154 0 1 1 1 18 


. „Breuss of the Tenderneſs and Delicacy 
— which will quickly be bruiſed with 
any Thing that lieth upon it and pteſſeth it. As 
Men wear the fofteſt Garments next their Skin, 
that they be not diſquieted, ſo ſhould we apply the 
tendereſt Things, the Mercies and the Worth of 
the Blood of Cbri, the Promiſes of Grace and 
Glory, the Precepts and Invitations of the Spirit 
unto our Spirits. And now as ſubterraneous Wind 
being preſſed in by the Earth, doth often” beget 
Earthquakes; fo the Spirit of a Man being ſwal- 
lowed up and quite cloſed. in earthly Things, muſt 
needs beget TI remblings and DiſtraQtions. The 
Word here which we tranſlate YVexation, is rendered 
likewife by Contratio, a preſſing, grinding, Wearing 
— Thing ; and by Depa/tio, a — 
Thing, which makes ſome render the Words thus, 
Al is Vanity, and a feeding uhνον Mind. That as 
windy Meats, though they fill and ſwell a Man up, 
they nouriſhi little, but turn into Crudities and 
Diſeaſes ; ſo the feeding upon the Creature may 
puff up the Heart, but it can bring no ſolid Nutri- 
ment to the Soul. Ihe Creature upon the Spirit, 
is like a Worm in Wood, or a Moth in a Gar- 
ment; it begets a Rowtenneſs of Heart, it bites 
aſunder the Threads and Sinews of the Soul, and 
by that Means works an U neſs to any 
worthy Service, and brings a Decay upon the whole 
Man; for Cares will prevent Age, — the, 
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Becavss the th of every Man 
is his Spirit: Mens cujuſgue is off quiſque. Now if 
the Creature ſeize on a Man's Strength, it ſerves 
him as Dalilab did Sampſon, it will quickly let in 
the Philiſtinet to vex him. Strength hath two Parts 
or Offices: Paſſive, in undergoing” and withſtand- 
ing Evil; and Active, in doing that which belongs 
to a Man to do. Now when the Heart and Spirit 
of a Man is ſet upon any Creature, it is weakened 
in N theſe Reſpects. 


Firſt, Ir is diſabled from benny and with- 
ſtanding Evil. We will conſider it, 


uf, In Temptations. 
2dly, In Afflictions. 


1%, A Man who hath fet his Heart 33 
Creature, is her unfit to withſtand any 
Temptation. In the Law, when a Man had new 
married a Wife, he was not to go to War that 
Year. One Reaſon whereof, I ſuppoſe was this, 
becauſe when the Mind is ſtrongly ſet upon any one 
ObjcR, till the Strength of that Deſire be abated, 
a Man will be utterly unfit to deal with an Enemy; 
ſo is it with any Luſt, to which a Man weds him - 
ſelf, it altogether difables him to reſiſt any Enemy. 


Tux Reaſon hereof, is, the Subtlety of Satan, 
who will be ſure to proportion his Temptations to 
the Heart, and thoſe Luſts which there te, 
ſetting upon Men with thoſe Perſuaſions where with 
he is moſt likely to ſeduce them. The Devil 


dealeth as Men in a Siege, caſts his Projects and 
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applies his Batteries to the weakeſt Place. There- 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith, that a Man is tempted, when 
be is led away of his own Luft and enticed : The Devil 
will be ſure to hold Intelligence with a Man's own 
Luſts, to adviſe and ſit in Counſel with his own 
Heart, to follow the Tide and Stream of a Man's 
own Affections in the tempting of him. Adam was 
tempted in Knowledge, Pharaob by lying Wonders, 
the Prophet by the nce of an Angel's Speech, 
Ahab by the Conſent of falſe Prophets, the Jews by 
the Temple of the Lox p and carnal Privileges, the 


Heathens by Pretence of Univerſality and Antiquity. 


2dly, A HBART ſet on any Luſt, is unfit" to 
withitand Temptation, becauſe Temptations are 
commonly edged with Promiſes or Threatnings. 
Now if a Man's Heart be ſet on Gop, there can 
no Promiſes be made of any ſuch Good as the Heart 
cares for: Spiritual Promiſes the Devil will make 
few, or if he do, ſuch a Heart knows that Evil is 
not the Way to Good; if he make Promiſes of 
earthly Things, ſuch. Promiſes the Heart hath al- 
ready from one who can better make them : Neither 
can he promiſe any Thing which was not more 
mine before, than his; for either that which he 
promiſeth, is convenient for me, and fo is Manna, 
Food for Nature; or elſe inconvenient, and 
then it is Quails, Food for my Luſt. If the former, 
Gop hath taught me to call it mine own already, 
G1ve us our Bread, and not to go to the Devil's Mar- 
ket to fetch it; if the other, though Gon ſhould 
ſuffer the Devil to give it, yet He ſends a Curſe into 
our Mouths along with it. And as ſuch a Heart 


neglects any Promiſes the Devil can make, fo is it 
33 heedleſs of any of his Threatnings; becauſe if 
Gop be on our Side, neither Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things preſents, nor Things to come, can 
ever ſeparate. ou Him: Stronger is He that is with 
VOI. XL . 8 


us, 
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us, than He that is in the Werld : Tt is the Buſineſi 
of our Calling, to fight againſt ſpiritual Wicked- 
neſſes, and to reſiſt the Devil. But when the Heart 
is ſet on any Creature, and hath not GoÞ to reſt 
upon, then hath the Devil an caſy Way to win a 
Man to any Sin, or withdraw him from any Good, 

pointing his "Temptations with Promiſes or 
. —_— fitted to the 3 which the Heart 

et on. | 


Lr the Devil -ptomiſs Bals Honour and Pre 
ferment, on which his ambitious Heart was ſet, 
and he will riſe early, run and ride, and be more 
ſenſeleſs of God's ury than the dumb Creature, 
that he may curſe Gop's own People: Let the De- 
vil promiſe thirty Pieces of Silver to Judas, whoſe 
Heart ran upon Covetouſneſs, and there is no more 
Scruple, the in of Treaſon is preſently con- 
cluded : Let the Devil tempt Micab's Levite with 
a little better Reward than the beggarly Stipend 
which he had before, Theft and Idolatry are ſwal- 
lowed down both together, and the Man is eafily 
won to be a Snare and Seminary of Spiritual Un- 
cleanneſs to a whole Tribe. the other Side, 
| ban fon endif and Ferobecam with the Loſs wo 
ingdom, if he eruſalem and ſerve OD 
in EW ay of n Were and that is Argu- 
ment enough to draw him 2 all his Succeſſors to 
notorious and Æęyptian Idolatry; and the Reaſon 
was, becauſe their Hearts were more ſet upon their 
own Counſels, than upon the Worſhip'or Truth of 
Gop. Let the Devil, by the Edits and Miniſters 
of Feroboam, lay Snares in — and ſpread 
Nets upon Tabor; that is, uſe Menaces, 
Subtleties to keep the People from the City of GoD, 
and to confine them to Regal and State Idolatry, 
the People tremble at the Injunction of the 

and walls v willingly after the Commandment 
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Ir a Man's Heart be not ſet on Gop, and taught 
to reſt on his Providence, to anſwer all Satan's Pro- 
miſes with his All-ſufficiency to reward us, and all 
his Threatnings with his All-ſufkiciency to protect 
us; how eaſily will Promiſes. beguile, and Threat- 
nings deter unſtable and earthly Minds? Let the 
Devil tell one Man, All this will 1 give thee, if 
thou wilt ſpeak in a Cauſe to pervert Judgment; 
how quickly will Men create Subtleties, and coin 
Evaſions, to rob a Man and his Houſe, even a Man 
and his Inheritance? Let him ſay to another, 1 
will do whatſoever thou ſayeſt to me, if thou wilt 
diſſemble thy Conſcience, divide thy Heart, com- 
with both Sides, down the Pawer of God- 
ineſs, perſecute Zeal, ſet ap Superſtitions; how 
quickly ſhall ſuch a Man's Religion be diſguiſed, 
and Sincerity, if it were poſſible, put to Shame f. 
If to another, Thou ſhalt by ſuch a Time purchafe 
ſuch a Lordihip, ſwallow up ſuch. a Prodigal, if 
thou enhance thy Rents, enlarge. thy Fines, ſet un- 
reaſonable'Rates upon thy Farms ; bow quickly will 
Men gtind the Faces of the Poor, and purchafe 
y Poſſeſſions with the Blood of their Te- 
nants? If to another, Beware of laying open thy 
Conſcience, of being too ſcrepulous in thy Office, 
leſt thou purchaſe the Disfavour of the World, leſt 
the Times cloud over thee, leſt thou make thyſelf 
obnoxious to Cenſures ; how will Men be ready to 
ſtart back, to ſhrink ftom their wonted Forward- 
neſs, to abate their former Teal, to connive at the 
Corruptions of the Age; in one Word, to tremble 
when Ephraim ſpeaks, and not when Gop ſpeaks ? 
$0. hard is it, when the Heart is wedded to earthly 
things and they ate got into a Man's Boſom, to 


Aſlaults of any Temptation. 
-36þ, A Heart ſet upon any Luſt, is unfit 
likewiſe to bear any —_ he young * 
2 w 


whoſe Heart was upon 
poor and perſecuted 


208 A 'SERMON"'0n 


his Riches, could not en- 
all, and wt upon 2 
ofeflion. its are 
choice and dainty, they make the — very deli- 
cate, and nice of any Aſſaults. (2.) They are 
very wilful, and ſet yoo their own Ends; there- 
fore they are expreſſed by the Name of Concupi- 
ſcence, — the Wills of the Fleſb ; and Wilfulneſs 
is the Ground —— (3-) They are na. 
tural, and move ſtrongly to their own Point; they 
are a Body, and our very Members: No Marvel 
then if they be ſenſible of Pain from Afflictions, 
which are contrary to Nature. The ſtronger the 
Water runs, the more will it roar and ſoam upon 
any Oppoſition. Luſt is like a ſurious Beaſt, en- 
raged with the Affliction, the Chain that binds i. 

(4.) 1 are very wiſe, after a fleſhly and ſenſual 
anner; and worldly Wiſdom is impatient of any 


dure to hear of ling 
ro 


Affliction that cruſheth and diſappoints it; therefore 


the Apoſtle doth herein principally note the Oppo- 
fition between heavenly and — Wiſdom, that 
the one is meek, peaceable, and gentle; the other 
deviliſh, and full of of Strife. (J.) Luſts are proud, 
eſpecially thoſe that ariſe from Abundance; and 
Pride being ſet upon by any AMiQion, makes the 
Heart break ſorth into Impatience, Debates, and 
Stoutneſs againſt Gop; a proud Heart grows harder 
by Afflictions, as Metals or Clay after they have 
through the Furnace. | Pride in earth- 
Things ſwallows up the very n of 


| — and — dts hanaaka ths 


againſt them. (6.) Luſts are rooted in 
Self-love; and therefore when Chriſ will have 2 
Man forſake his Luſts, He direQts him to deny 
himſelf. Now the very Eſſence of Afflictions, 1s 
to be grievous and adverſe to a Man's Self. (7. 
Luſts are contentious, armed Things, and their 
3 and therefore n wont 
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to accept bf the Puniſhment of Sin, and to bear 
the Indignation of the Lok p, or to ſubmit to any 
Afflictions. (8. ) Luſts reſiſt the Truth, ſet up 
themſelves againſt the Word, and thereby utterly 
diſable Men to bear AMictions; for the Word 
ſanQifies' and lightens all A flictions, the Word 
ſhews Gop's Moderation and Intention in them, 
an Iſſue out of them, the Benefits which will come 
from them, the Supplies of and Abilities 
to bear them, the Promiſes of a more abundant and 
exceeding Weight of Glory, in Compariſon where- 
of they are as nothing. (9.) If we could conceive 
ſome Afflictions not to Luſt, yet Afflic- 
tions are ever contrary to the Proviſions of Luſts, 
to the Materials and Inſtruments of Luſts, ſuch as 
are Health, Pleaſure, Riches, Honours. And in 
all theſe Reſpects, a Heart ſet upon Luft is weaken- 
ed and diſabled to bear Afflictions. 


, Wren the Heart is ſet upon the Crea 
ture, it is utterly diſabled in Reſpect of its active 
Strength, made unfit to do any Duty with that 
Strength as Gop requires. | 


180 


1/, Becauss Bonum fit ex cauſd integrd: A 
— Duty muſt proceed from an entire Cauſe, 
the whole Heart. Now Luft divides the 
Heart, and makes it unſtedfaſt, and unfaithful to 
Gop. There is a twofold Unſtedfaſtneſs, one in 
Degrees, another in Objects; the former proceeds 
from the Remainders of Corruption, the other 
from the Predominancy of Luſt, which over-ſways 
the Heart to Evil. Good Motions and Reſolutions 
in evil Hearts, are like violent Impreffions upon a 
Stone; though it move upward for a while, yet 
Nature will at laſt prevail, and make it return to 
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„„ moves to no End 
but its own; and ſelſiſm Ends defile an Action, 
though otherwiſe never ſa ſpecious; turn Zeal it- 
felf, and Obedience into Murder; hinder all Faith 
in us, and; Acceptance with Gos, aullify all other 
Ends, ſwallow up Gon's Glory, A 


Tus Heart i is a Fotateio and Principle 
Principles are ever one and uniform; out of 
the ſume Fountain cannot come bitter Water and 
ſweet: And therefore the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome, 
That they are double-minded Men, that have a 
Heart and a Heart; yet the Truth is, that is but 
with Reference. to their Pretences; for the Heart 
N and totally looks but one Way. Every Man 

is ſpiritually a married Perſon, and he can be joined 
but to one; Chriſi and an Idol (as every Luſt is) 
cannot ſubſiſt, He will have a chaſte Spouſe, He 
will have all aur Deſires and' Aﬀections ſubject to 
Him; if the Heart cannot count Him altogether 
lovely, and all Things elſe but Dung in Compari- 
fon of Him, He will refuſe the Maich, and with- 
hold his Conſent. 


Lr us ſee in ſome * e what ah 
tency to any Good the Creatures bring upon the 
. a 


To pray requires an hungry Spirit, a Heart con- 
vinced of its own Emptineſs, a Deſite of intimate 
Communion with Gop; but the Creature draws 
the Heart and all the Deſires thereof to itſelf, Luſt 
makes Men pray amiſs, fixeth the Deſires only on 
its own Proviſions, makes a Man unwilling to be 
carried any Way to Heaven, but his own. I be 
young Man prayed to Chriſt to ſhew him the Way 

to eternal Life; but when Chr i told him, 3 
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Riches," his Covetouſneſs, his Boſom Luft, ſtood 
between him and Salvation, his Prayer was turned 
into Sorrow, Repentance, and Apoſtaſ r. 


MrptrArios requires a' Sequeſtration of the 
Thoughts, a Mind unmixed with other Cares, a 
fincere and uncorrupted Reliſh of the Word: Now 
when the Heart is prepoſſeſſed with Luſt, and taken 
up with another Treaſure, it is as impoſſible to be 
weaned from it, as for an hungry Eagle (a Crea - 
ture of the ſharpeſt Sight to fix upon, and of the 
ſha Appetite to deſire its Object) to forbear 
the Body on which it would prey; as unable to 
conceive aright of the Preciouſneſs and Power of 
the Word, as a feveriſh Palate to taſte the proper 
Sweetneſs of the Meat it eats. | | 


Ix hearing the Word, the Heart can never accept 
Gop's Commands, till it be firſt empty; a Man 
cannot receive the richeſt Gift that is, with a Hand 
that was ſull before. Now Thorns, which are the 
Cares of the World, filling the Heart, muſt needs 
choak the Seed of the Word. The Phariſces and 
Lawyers rejected the Counſel of Gop againſt them- 
ſelves, becauſe their Pride would not let them yield 
to ſuch a Baptiſm, or to ſuch as requires Confeſſion 
of Sins, juſtifying Gop, and condemning them- 
ſelves ; for theſe were the Purpoſes of -Fobn's Bap- 
tiſm, and of the Preaching of Repentance. That 
Man comes but to be rejected, who makes Love 
to one who hath fixed her Heart and Affection al- 
ready. A Man muſt come to Gop's Word as to 
a Phyſician, a mere Patient, without Reſervations 
or Exceptions; he muſt ſet his Corruptions as an 
open Mark for the Word to ſhoot at; he muſt not 
come with Capitulations and Proviſo's; but lay 
down the Body of Sin before Gop, to have every 
earthly Member hewed off. Till a Man pou 
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with ch a Reſolution; as to _— to part 
from all Naughtineſs, he will never receive the in- 
Word with Meek neſe, and an honeſt Heart: 

Man will never follow Chrift in the Ways of his 
Word, till firſt he hath learnt to deny himſelf, and 
his own Luſts. Nay, if a: Man ſhould. bind his 


Devotion to his Heart with Vows, yet à Dalilah 
in his Boſom, a Luft in his Spirit » would eaſily 
nullify the ſtrongeſt Vows. e, when their 
_ Conſcience awakens, and begins to diſquiet them, 
make Vows to bind themſelves to better Obedience, 


and Forms of Godlineſs ; but as Sampſon was bound 


in vain with an any Cards, ſo long as his Hair grew 

to its Length; ſo in vain doth any Man bind him- 
ſelf with Vows, ſo lon 22 his Luſts 
within; a Vow in the yp of a fleſhly Luft, will 
be like the Chains of that fierce Lacatlik, Luke 
viii. 29. eaſily broken. This is not the right Way. 
Firſt, 7 with 7 Heart, cleanſe out thy Cor- 
—_— ife, as the Prophet did the 

aters, with — and rectifying the Foun- 
tain. It is one Thing to give Eaſe from a preſent 
Pain, another Thing to root out the Diſeaſe itſelf. 
In a Word, whereas in the Service of Gop there 
are two main Things required, Faith to begin, and 
or Patience to go t , Luft hinders 
m theſe. How can ye believe, fince 4 mn Fig 
lory one from another John v. er- 
* becauſe of 45 Word, .* were pre- 


ſentiy e — Matt. xiii. 21. 


Thirdly and lafily, A Man ought not to ſet his 
Heart on the Creature, becauſe of the Nobleneſs of 
the Heart. To ſet the Heart on the Creature, is 
to ſet a Diamond in Lead: None are ſo mad to 
keep their Jewels in a Cellar, and their Coals in 2 
Cloſet; and yet ſuch is the Profaneneſs of wicked 
Men, to keep Gop in their Lips only, and Man- 

man 
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non in their Hearts; to make Earth their Treaſure, 
and Heaven but as an Appendix to that. And 210 
as Samuel ſpake unto Saul, Set not thine roofs 
— ne Ales, er the Defire of Iſrael is upon thee: 15 

Ki Heart be ſet upon Aſſes? So may 
5 ble 7 ſhould Chriſtians Hearts be ſet. upon 
earthly Things, ſince they have the Deſire of all 
Fleſh to fix upon? 


I wirr conclude with one Word l 
Particular, How to uſe the Creatures as Thorns, 


ar as vexing 3 


if, Let 8 the Nadi be King; let not 
earthly Things bear Rule over thy Affeckions: Fire 
will riſe out of them, which will conſume all thy 
Cedars, emaſculate the Powers of thy Soul. Let 
Grace fit in the Throne, and earthly Things be 
ſubordinate to the Wiſdom and Rule of God's 
Spirit in thine Heart: They are excellent Servants, 


but pernicious N 44 106% % 0 


2dy, Bx armed when thou toucheſt or medleſt 
with them; armed againſt the Luſts, _ 
the Temptations that ariſe from them. 
to place thy Heart upon better ao... 4 9 
upon * without Drayert>Go 4g rg ſince 0 
art going amongſt Snares, N 
through with Wiſdom and . teach 
thee how to uſe them As his Bleflings, and as In- 
ſtruments of his Glory. Make a Covenant with 
thine Heart, as Fob with his Eyes; have a Jealouſy 
and Suſpicion of thine evil Heart, leſt it be ſurprized 


and bewitched with ſinful Affections. 11145 


7 


zaly, Touck them gently, do not hug, love, 
dote upon the Creature, nor * it with adulterous 
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Embraces ; the Love of Money is a Root of Mit 
chief, and is Enmity againſt Gop. 


4thly, Usz them for Hedges and Fences, to 16 
neve the Saints, to make Friends of the unrighteous 
Mammon, to defend the Church of Grin; but by 
no Means have them in thy Field, but only about 
— mingle ĩt not with thy Co * it choak and 
ſtifle all. | 


Axo laftly, Us them as ö ſor Weapons 
of juſt Revenge againſt the Enemies of 170 
Church, to vindicate his Truth and Glory; 

then by being wiſe and faithful in, a bule, Fon 
ſhale at lat be made Ruler over much, and enter 
" PL Maſter's Joy: . — a 
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Row. vii. 9. 


nr Tem n bent the Doc ans hr 
when the Commandment came, Sin revived, 
and I died. 


E have ſeen in the former Diſcourſe, that 
Man can find no Happineſs in the Crea- 
ture: I will in the next Place ſhew, that 
he can find no Happineſs in himſelf; it is neither 
about him, nor within him: In the Creature, no- 
thing but Vanity and Vexation; in himſelf, no- 
thing but Sin and Death. "The Apoſtle in theſe 
Words ſets forth three Things: 


5 Firſt, Taz State of Sin, Sin revived. . 


Secondly, Tux Guilt of 850. 15 ditd, dr found 
myſelf to be a condemned Man, in in the, gate of 
Ferditign.” | Wann 


. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, TR Evidence and Convidtion of both, 
ben the Commandment came Which Words im- 
ply a Conviction, and that from the Spirit. | 
1. AConvicrion, for they infer a Concluſion 
extremely contradiftory to the Concluſions, in 
which St. Paul formerly reſted. St. Paul's former 


Conclufion was, I was alive; but when the Con- 


mandment came, the Concluſion was extremely con- 
trary, I died. 


2. Ir was a: ſpiritual Conviction, for St. Paul 
was never litterally without the Law; but the Veil, 
till this Time, was before his Eyes, he is now 
made to underſtand the Law in its native Senſe and 
Compaſs; the Law is ſpiritual, Verſe 14. and he is 
enabled to diſcern it ſpiritually. Natural Men 
have their Principles vitiated, their Faculties bound, 
that they cannot underſtand ſpiritual Things, 'till 
Gop hath as it were implanted a new Underſtand- 
ing in them, framed the Heart to attend, and ſet it 
— iberty to ſee the Glory of Gop with open 


To underſtand the Words, we muſt note: 


Firſt, Taar there is an Oppoſition between 
thoſe two Clauſes in the Text, Once, and, I ben 
the Commandment came. The Oppoſition ſtands 
thus: Once, in my State of Unregeneration, I wa: 
without the Law; but when the Lord began to re- 
veal his Will, then He gave me an Eye to under- 
ſtand it in its native and proper Compaſs. Before 
he had it in the Letter, but after it came in its own 
ſpiritual Shape; and there is ſome Emphaſis in the 
Word came, denoting a vital, moving, penetrative 
Power, which the Law had by the. 9571 of Life, 
and which before it had not, as it was 4 * 
rr ; | ö e 


t! 


„ 


the Stnfulneſs of Sin. 217 
$:condly, Wx muſt note the Oppoſition between 
the two Eftates of St. Paul: In the firſt he was 
alive, and that in two Reſpects; alive in his Per- 
formances, able, as he conceived, to perform the 
e of the Law without Blame, Phil. iii. 6. 
alrve in his Preſumptions, Self-juſtifications, Con- 
ceits of Righteouſneſs and Salvation, As xxvi. 9. 
Phil. iii. 7. In the fecond Eſtate, Sin revived; I 
found that that was but a Benumbedneſs, and / 
lied, had Experience of the Falſeneſs and Miſeries 
of my Preſumptions. Here is the State of Sin, 
Sin revived; the Guilt of Sin, I died; the Convic- 
tion of it, by the Spirit bringing the ſpiritual Senſe 
of the Commandment, and writing it in the Heart 
of a Man, and fo pulling him away from his owa 
C__ Tr” | 


Tux DoQrines then which I ſhall inſiſt og are 
theſe Two : | 775 | 


FitsT, The Spirit by the Commiandment convinceth 
Man to be in the State Sin. | 


SECONDLY, The Spirit by the Commandment con- 
vinceth a Man to be in the State of Death be- 
cauſe of Sin. > 


To convince a Man that he is in the State of 
din, is, to make a Man to ſet his own Seal to this 
Truth, that he is a Sinner, as that withall he ſhall 
feel within himſelf the Quality of that Eſtate, in 
Humility and Self-abhorrency ; and ſo not in Ex- 
preſſion only, but in Experience; not in Word, 
but in Truth, load and charge himſelf with all the, 
Noiſomeneſs and Venom, with all the Malignity 
and Frowardneſs that his Nature and Perſon abound 
with, even as the Waves of the Sea with Mire and, 
Dirt; and thereupon juſtify Almighty Gop, When 
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He goth charge bim with all wi, . if He ſhould 
condema him for it. 


No we are to ſhew two Tings: 


Firft, THAT a mere natural Light will ; never 
thus far convince Man. 


; 1 THAT the Spirit 1 IV; WIRED 


© SOME Pur Nature is ſufficient to teach: Goo 
may be felt and found out, in ſome Senſe, by thoſe 
that l worſhip Him. Nature doth con- 
vince Men that they are not ſo as they ſhould 
be: The Law is written in the Hearts of thoſe that 
know nothing of the Letter of it: Idleneſs, Beaſti - 
ality, Lying, Luxury, the Cretan Poet could con- 
demn in his own Countrymen. But theſe Rem- 
nants of Nature in the Hearts of Men, are but like 
the Blazes and Glimmerings of a Candle in the 
Socket; there is much Darkneſs mingled with them. 
Nature cannot throughly convince. 


Pp = Reg oY . cc. . ww .DTcct 
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1. Becavss it doth not a Man to the 
Root, Adam's Sin, the corrupted of a fleſhly 
Mind, Reaſon, Conſcience, Will. Mere Nature 
will never teach a Man to feel the Weight and 
Curſe of a Sin committed above five thouſand Y ears 
before he was born, to feel the Spirits of Sin run- 
ning in his Blood, and ſprouting out of his Nature 
- into his Life, one unclean Thing out of another; 
to mourn for that Filthineſs which he contracted 
in his Conception: St. Paul confeſſeth that this 
could not be learned nn | 


2. Bc Aus it doth not a Man to "the 


Rule, which is the written Law, in that might 
"Wildernel 
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„ Wilderneſs which the Prophet Dawd found it. 
Nature cannot look upon ſo bright a Thing, but 
through Veils and Glaſſes of its own, Evil hateth 
the Light, neither cometh to the Light, cannot en- 

dure a thorough Scrutiny, leſt it ſhould be reproved. 


When a Man looks on the Law through the Miſt 
of his own Luſts, he cannot but wreſt it to his own 
t Way. St. Peter gives two Reaſons of it, becauſe 
ſuch are "Apa; x) arngxlr, 2 Pet. iii. 16. (1.) Un- 
I learned Men; namely in the Myſtery of Godlineſ:, 
p I have not been taught of Gop what the Truth is in 
J Jus; till that Time a Man will never put off his 
Luſts, but defend them, and rather make crooked 
iche Rule, coin Diſtinctions and Evaſions upon the 
u I itſelf, than judge himſelf, and give Glory 
;. % GD. (2.) Fickle, unſtable Men, Men apt to 
.de % d up and dawn like empty Claud with every 
n. e, neuer rooted nor grounded in the Love of the 
re Truth, unſledfaſt in the ee of God, and there- 
de WY fore altogether undiſpoſed 1s continue in, or held faſt 
n. ih Pulk * 1 e e int 1 
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3. BECAUSE it doth not drive us out of ourſelves 
for a Remedy : The ſublimeſt Philoſophy that ever 
was, did never teach a Man to deny himſelf, but to 
build up his Houſe with the old Ruins, to fetch 
Stones and Materials out of the wonted Quarry. - 
Humiliation, Confuſion, Shame, Self-abhorrency, 
to be vile in our own Eyes, to be nothing within 
ourſelves, to be willing to own the Vengeance of 
Almighty God, and to judge ourſelves, to 2 
Him that may condemn us, and be Witneſſes a- 
ps ourſelves, are Virtues known only in the 

of Gop, and which the learned Philoſophers 
would have eſteemed both irrational and pulillani- 
mous Things. en . 
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4. BECAUSE natural Judgment is ſo through! 
diſtorted and infatuated, as to count Eri. Gt 
and Good Evil, Light Davkneſs, and Darkneſs Ligh:; 
to perſuade a Man that he is in a right Way, wh 
the End thereof will be the Mays of Death; that he 
is rich, and in Need of Nothing, when in the mean 
Time he ts miſerable, Foor, blind, and nated, 


Laſh, Bc Aus Nature in particular Men ne- 
ver knew, nor had Experience of a better Eftate; 
and therefore muſt needs be ignorant of the ful 
Image of God in which it was created, and unto 
which it ought ſtill to be conformable. As a Man 
born in a Dungeon, is unable to conceive the State 
of a Palace; as the Child of a Nobleman ftolen 
away, and brought up by ſome lewd Beggar, can- 
not conceive or ſuſpect the Honour of his Blood; 
fo utterly unable is corrupted Nature, that hath 
been bort in a Womb of Ignorance, bred in a Hell 
of Uncleanneſs, enthralled from the Beginning to 
the Prince of Darkneſs, to conceive, or convince 
a Man of that moſt holy Condition in which be 
was created. | | 


Now ſince Nature cannot thus convince, the 
Spirit in the Commandment muſt. We have no 
inward Principles but theſe two. We. grant there 
is a Difference to be made between the Illumination 
and Renovation of the Spirit: Men may be en- 
lightened, and yet not ſanctified; yet it is certain 
too, that it is impoſſible to know Sin in that Hate- 
fulneſs which is in it, with ſuch a er as 
begets Deteſtation of it, or to know Divine Things 
with ſuch a Knowledge as is commenſurate to then, 
but that Knowledge muſt work Admiration, De- 
light, Love. This Conviction then of Sin, the 
Spirit worketh: 1. By revealing the Rule, 2. By 
| opening 
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opening the Condition of the State of Sin. 3. By 
giving an Heart to underſtand all, or by ſhaping 
and framing the Heart to the Word, and ſomingling 
them both together. 


TRE A faith, that F 
revived, By the Life of Sin, I underſtand the 
Strength of A Strength to 
condemn, and a Strength to operate, or work in a 
Man Obedience to itſelf: A Strength to hold a Man 
faſt, and to carry him its own Way. It is a Lord, 
IP the Strength of Power to command; 

and it is an Huſband, and ſo hath — 
Love, to perſuade and prevail. 


Firft, It is a Lord and Maſter, in which Re 
deen it hath thaſe Ties upon us : 


1/, A Covenant, there is 4 virtual Bargain 
between Luſt and a Sinner, J/atah xxviii.” 15. we 
make Promiſe of ſerving and obeying Sin, John viii. 
34. Rom. vi. 16. and that retutneth unto us the 
Wages of Iniquity, rr of Sin, 2 Pet. 
u. 15. Heb. xi. 25 


zu) Lovs to it, 80 bon bountiful and benefiria 
Lord. Sin exerciſeth Authority over us, and yet 
2© account it c Benefather, i. "Ss nk 
Jab MX. 12, 13. | 


36s AN eaſy Service ; the Work of Sim is na- 
tural, the Iuſtruments all ready at Hand, the 
flelpers and Fellow Servants many, to teach, to 
Fe a lead on in the broad: 
ay. 


4thh, In Sin itfelf .chere is A ipreat d wor 
enforce Men to its Service: (1.) It i is edged with 


2 Malice 


2 
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Malice againſt the Soul, armed with Weapons ts 
fight againſt it, and Enmity is a great Whetſtone 
to Valour. (2.) It is attended with fleſh] Wit 


dom, | ſupported with Stra and 


heartened and ſet on by the Aſſiſtance of Satan an 
the World, Epb. iv. 22. Heb, iii. 13. (3.) It bath 
a 


a Judicature in the Heart, it ns w, it 
ſends forth Luſts and Temptations like ſo many 
Edits into the Soul; and when we object the Lay 
of God againſt the Service that is required, then 
as that Per ſian King, who could not find out a Law 
to warrant the Particular which he would have 
done, found out another, That he might do what he 
world ; fo Sin, when it hath no Reaſon to alledge, 
yet it hath Self-will, that is, all Laws in.one. - | 


k Secondly, SIN is an Hoſband, | n I, J. 
and fo it hath the Power of Love, which the Wiſe⸗ 
man faith, :s as firong as Death, that will have no 
Denial when it comes. St. Paul tells us, there is 
a confiratning Power in Love, 2 Cor. v. 14. Who 

ſtronger than wa vi and who weaker than a 

Woman? yet by Love ſhe overcame him, whom 
al the: Pbiliſtines were unable to deal with. Now 
as between a Man and a Strumpet, ſo between Luſt 
and the Heart, there are firſt certain curſed Dalli- 
ances and Treaties; by alluring Temptations, the 
Heart is drawn away from the Sight of Gop and 
his Law, and enticed, and then the Ac- 
compliſhment of Uncleanneſs. This in the * 
nnn of 1 nog og 


"A aveeiiant ese decks Gout of al 
this is the Law: The Sting of Death is Sin, and the 
Strength of Sin is the Law, 1 Cor. xv. 56. 1 John 
iii. 4 From the Law it is that Sin hath both 
Strength to.condemn and to comments as; . 
A N * 
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joamerh, and rebels againſt the Law of the Mind. 
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Now the Law ow. Life or Strength to Sin 
three Ways: 


Fir, By che Cure ho G of it, bind- 
ing the Soul with the Guilt of Sin unto the Judg- 
ment of the great Day. Every Sinner hath the 
Sentence of Death paſſed upon him already, and in 
Part executed, He that believeth not, is condemned 
already, the Wrath of Gor abideth on bim. All 
Men come into the World with the Wrath of Gop 
like a Talent of Lead upon their Soul, and it may 
all be poured out within one Hour upon them; 
there is but a Span between them and Judgment. 
In which Interim, (1.) The Law ſtops the Mouth 
of a Sinner, ſhuts him in, and holds him faſt, un- 
der the Guilt of his Sin. (2.) It paſſeth Sentence 
upon his Soul, ſealing the Aſſurance of Condem- 
nation und Wrath to come. (Z.) It beginneth. 
even to put that Sentence in Execution, with the 
Spirit of Bondage and of Fear, ſhaking the Con- 
ſcience, wounding the Spirit, and ſcorching the 
Heart with the Pre-apprehenfions of Hell, making 
the Soul ſee ſome Portion of that Tempeſt which, 
hangeth over it, rifing out of that Sea of Sin which, 


is in his Life and Nature, (as the Prophet's Servant 
did the Cloud) and fo terrifying the Soul with a 


crtain fearful Expeftation Judgment. Thus the 


Law ſtrengthens Si in. Lf putting into it a condemn- 


ing Power. 


Secondly, By the Irritation of the Law. $in took: 


Occafion, faith the Apoſtle, by the Law, and fo by 


the Commandment became Weg 7250 ul, Rom. vii. n 
I 


8, When Luft finds itſelf. univer 
meets with Death and Hell at every Turn, can have 
no Subterfuge nor Evaſion. from the Rigour of the 

Tikes River that is ſtopt, it riſeth and 


"ane 


On 


y reſtrained, .. 
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and fetcheth in all its Force and Oppolition tu reſcue 
2 from that „- up 8 "nc 
d thus the Law is ſaid to ft in, Not 
out of the Intention of the Law, but by Accident, 
exciting and provoking that Strength which was in 
Sin before, though 1 and leſs operative, 
For as the Preſence of an Enemy doth actuate and 
call forth that Malice Which lay . habitually in the 
Heart before; ſo the Purity of the preſenting 
itſelf to Concupiſcence which lay before undiſturbed 
and way-laying the Luſt of the Heart, that it may 
have no Paſſage, doth provoke that babitual Fierce- 
neſs and Rebellion which was in it before, to lay 
about on all Sides for its own Safety. 


Thirdly, By the Conviction and Manifeſtation 
of the Law, lzying open the Wideneſs of Sin to the 
Conſcience. n naturally is full of. Pride and 
Self-love,. apt to think well of his ſpiritual Eſtate 
upon Preſumptions and Principles of his own; and 
though many profeſs to expect Salvation from Chrif 
only, yet inaſmuch as they will be in Chi no Way 
but their own, that ſhews that ſtill they reſt in 
themſelves for Salvation. This was the Apoſtle's 
Caſe, when be lived efter the firifeft Set of the 
Phariſees ; Sin was dead, he eſteemed himſelf - 
leſs; but when the Commandment came, diſcovered 
its own Spiritualneſs, and the Carnalneſs of all his 
Performances, removed his Gloſſes and Prejudices, 
opened the Inordinateneſs of natural Concupiſcence, 
ſhewed how the leaſt Atom doth ſpot.the Soul, the 
ſmalleſt Omiſfion qualify for Hell, make the Con- 
ſcience ſee thoſe infinite Sparkles and Swarms of 
Luft that riſe out of the Heart, and that Gp is all 
Eye to ſee, and all Fire to conſume. every unclean 

ing; that the ſmalleſt, Sins that are, . require 

C Blood.to walb them gut ; then be begaa to 

be. convinced that he was all this while a 
| 0 
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Hold of Sin, that his Conſcience was yet under the 
Paw of the Lion. Thus we ſee, that unto the 
Law belongs the Conviction of Sin, and that in the 
whole Compaſs of Evil that is in it. | 


THREE hateful Evils are in Sin: Aberration from 
God's Image, Obnoxiouſneſs to his Wrath, and 
Rejection from his Preſence ; Stain, Guilt, and 
Miſery, which is the Product or Iſſue of the former. 
Now the Law is ſuch a Rule as can meaſure; and 
ſet forth all this Evil; it is holy, ju/f, and good, Rom. 
vii. 12. Haß, fit to conform us to the Image of 
Gop; Fuft, fit to arm us againſt the Wrath of 
GoD ; and Good, fit to preſent us unto the Preſence 
and Fruition of God. According to this compleat 
Pattern was Man created; an univerſal Rectitude 
in his Nature, Light and Beauty in his Mind, 
Conformity in his Will, Subjection in his Appe- 
tites, Serviceableneſs in his Body, Peace and an 
pineſs in his whole Being. But Man, being exact- 
ly ſenſible of the Excellency of his Eſtate, gave an 
eaſy Ear to the firſt Temptation, which laid before 
him a Hope and Project of improving it; and ſo 
believing Satan's Lye, and embracing a Shadow, Ks 
fell from the Subſtance which before he had, and 
contraſted the helliſh and horrid Image of that 
Tempter which: had thus deceived him. ** 

Having chus conſidered in general, how the 
Law may be ſaid to revive Sin, by the Obligation, 
Irritation, and Conviction of it: We will in the 
next Place look into thoſe particular Species of Sin, 
which the Spirit in the Commandment doth con- 
vince Men of, Wherein I ſhall inſiſt at large only 
upon that Sin which is the Subject of this whole 
Chapter, and principally aimed at by the Apoſtle 
in my Text, namely, thoſe Evils which lie folded 
up in our original Concupiſcence. 1 
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Hrn t then firſt, the Spirit by the Law intitle 
us to Adam's Sin, as a Derivation from the Root to 
the Branches, as Poiſon is carried from the Foun: 
tain to the Ciſtern, as the Children of Traitor 
have their Blood tainted with their Father's Trex 
fon, and the Children of Bondſtaves are under their 
Parents Condition. We were all one in Adam, and 
with him In him /egally, in Repos of the Cove, 
nant between Gop and him: We were in hin 
Parties in that Covenant, had Intereſt in the Mer- 
cy, and were liable to the Curſe which belonged to 
the Breach of that Covenant; and in him zaturalh, 
and therefore univoidably ſubject to all that Bon- 
and Burden which the human Nature con- 
tracted in his Fall. ' And though there be riſen up 
a Sect of Men, who deny the Sin of Adam to be 
our Sin, or any Way ſo by Gon accounted, yi 
certain it is, that before Pelagizs did vex the 
Churches, never any Man denied the Guilt of 4- 
demi's Sin (aud Guilt is inſe 3 ck the Sin It- 
ſelf) to 2 to all bis Folteri — 


My then is the firſt Chai e 0 the wh upon 
ation with Adam m his Sin. And in- 
— as that Commandment to Adam was the 
primitive Law, ſo juftly required, fo eaſily obſer ved, 
therefore exceeding great muſt needs be the Tran(- 
cflion of it. Wendt, 55 Ambition, Rebellion, Inf 
, Idolatry, Concupiſcence, Theft, 
re? "Arg ur - unnatural Affection, Violation of Co- 
venant, and an univerſal Renunciation of God's 
Mercy, promiſed : "Theſe, and the like, were thoſe 
| tents Which compounded that Sin, in the 
—_—— whereof we 'are all Sharers, becauſe 
Ams Perſon'was the Fountain of o ours, and ah 
will be the e of ours. SE 
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THe. fecond Charge is touching univerſal Cor» 
ruption; which, hath in it two great Exils. Firft, 
A general Deſect of all Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
in which we were at firſt created; and Secondly, 
An inberent Pravity, evil Diſpoſition, Propenſion 
to all Mischief, Antipathy and Averſion from all 
Good, which the Scripture calls the Nleſb, the 


| 1/3ſdom of the Fla, the Body of Sin, earthly Mem: 


bers, the Law | of the Members, | And this is an 
Evil, of the thorough Malignity whereof no Man 
can be ſo ſenſible and diſtinctly couvinced,, as in 
the Evidence of that Conviction to cry out againſt 
it with ſuch ſtrange, ſtrong and bitter Complaint 
as St. Paul doth, till his Underſtanding, be by 
Chrift opened to conceive the Spiritualneſs, Pene- 
tration, and Compaſs of that Holy Law, which 
meaſureth the very Bottom of every Action, and 
condemneth as well the Originals as the Acts of 
Sin. And hence it is that many Men plead for 
this Sin, as only an Evil of Nature rather trouble- 


ſome than ſinful. It will not be therefore amiſs 


to open what it is to be in the State of Original 
vin, and what Evils they are which the Com- 
mandment doth ſo diſcover in that Sin, to make a 
Man feel the Burden of his own Nature, (as the 
Prophet ſpeaks) abbor himſelf, and never open his- 
Mouth any more, either proudly to juſtify him- 
ſelf, or fooliſhly to charge Gop; but to admire: 
and adore that Mercy which is pleaſed to ſave, 
. ny Power which is able to cure ſo unclean a 

ing. | 


Firft, ConsipeR the . this Sin, 
and that manifold. Univerſality of 


was much defaced, and they that ſinned did not 
lia after the Similitude of Adam, againſt the clear 
Revelation of Gop's pure and holy Will: = 


imes; from 
Adam to Moſes, even when the Law of Creation 
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that 1 take to be the Meaning of the Apoſtle i, 
theſe Words, Until the Lato Sin was in the Wor ll 
but Sin is not imputed where there is ns Law, Tho 
the Law ſeemed quite extinct between Adam and 
Moſes in the Wicked of the World, and with i: 
Sin, becauſe Sin hath no Strength where there i; 
no Law]; tho? Men had not any ſuch legible Cha. 
racters of Gop's Will in their Nature, as Adan 
had at firſt, and therefore did not fin after the §i. 
militude of his Prevarication; yet even from Adan 
to Moſes did Sin reign over all them, even the Sin 
of Adam, and the Luſt which that Sin contracted. 
And if Sin reigned from Adam to Moſes, in that 
Time of Igorance, when the Law of not Luſting 
was quite extinct out of the Minds of Men, much 
more from ſes after ; for the Law entered by 
Moſes, that Sin 70 abound, that is, that the 
Concupiſcence which reigned without Conviction 
before, during the Ignorance of the original Lay, 
might by the new Edition and Publication of that 
Law be known to be ſinful, and thereby become 
more exceeding ſinful to thoſe who ſhould be thus 
convinced of it, that ſo the exceeding Sinfulneſs 
of Sin might ſerve both the ſooner to compel Men 
to come to Chriſt, and the Grace of Chri/t might 
thereby appear to be more exceeding gracious: 
For the Law was revived, and promulgated anew, 
merely with Relation to Chri/t and the Goſpel; 
and therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, It was added and 
ordained by Angels in Hand of a Mediator ; or by 
the Miniſtry of the Mediator. ah 


Wurnx there are three Reaſons to ſhew Gov's 
Evangelical Purpoſe in the Publication of the Law 
aew's 7-7 2 | 
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IA, Ir was not publiſhed alone, but as an Ad- 
ditament, with Relation to the Evangelical Pro- 
miſe, which was made before. | 


2dly, Tre Service of Angels or Meſſengers; 
which ſhews, that in the Law Gop did fend from 
Heaven anew to inſtruct Men, and therein to take 
Care of them, and prepare them for Salvation; 
for Angels mini/ler for that Purpoſe, that Men might 
be Hers of Salvation, 


.34y, I uE Miniſtry of a Mediator, namely 
Moſes, who was Mediator in the Law, with Re- 
ference whereunto Chri/? is called Mediator F a 
better Covenant, and was faithful as MH es. 


Now where there is a Mediator appointed, 
therein Gop declares his Purpoſe to enter anew 
into a Treaty with Men, and to bring them to 
Terms of Agreement and Reconciliation with 
Him. Men were Rebels againſt Gop, held un- 
der the Sentence of Death and Vengeance ; they 


are in Darkneſs, know not whither they go, are 


well pleaſed with their own Eftate, give no Heed 
to any that would call them out. For this Reaſon, 
becauſe Gop is willing to pull Men out of the 
Fire, He ſends firſt Meſes, armed with Thunder 
and Brightneſs, which cannot be endured (for the 
Shining of Moſes's Face, which the People could 
not abide, denotes the exceeding Purity and 
Brightneſs of the Law, which no Sinner is able 
with Peace to look on) and He ſhews them whi- 
ther they are haſtening, namely, to eternal Death, 
and, like the Angel that met Balaam in the nar- 
row Way, ſhuts them in, that either they muſt 
turn back, or elſe be deſtroyed: And in this 
Fright and Anguiſh, Chrifft, the Mediator of 4 
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better Cavengnt, preſents Himſelf as a Sanctuary 
and Refuge from the Condemnation of the Law, 


Secondly, THERE is Univerſality of Men, and 
in Men Univerſality of Parts: All Men, and every 
Part: of Man ſhut under the Guilt of this Sin, 
Both theſe the Apoſtle proves at large, Jews, Cen. 
tiles, all _ * 3 no not 4 

out of t „ altogether become unpr 
— * Gied, no — one: Every Mouth muſt 
be ſlopped, all the World muſt be guilty before God; 
dll have finned and come ſhort, or are deſtitute of - his 
Glory. Gor hath concluded all in Unbelief, the 
Scripture hath ſhut up all under Sin; this ſhews 
the Voiverfality of Perſons. The Apoſtle; adds, 
| Their Throat is an open Sepulchre, with their Tor gues 
they have uſed Daceit, the Poiſon e Ass is, under 
their Lips, their Mouth is full Curſing and Bitter- 
neſs, their Feet ſwift to ſhed. 5 Deftruttion and 
nhappineſs are in their. Ways, and the Way. of 
Peace they have not known, there is no Fear of GO 
before their Eyes; theſe Particulars are enough to 
make up an Induction, and ſo to infer an Univer- 
ſality of Parts, Every Purpoſe, Deſue, Imagina- 
tion, is Evil, only Evil, continually Evil. Ori- 
inal Sin is an entire Body, an old Man (which 
ord noteth not the Impotency or DefeRs, but 

the Wiſdom, Cunning, full Growth of that Sin 
in us) and in this Man every Member is earthly, 
ſenſual and deviliſh. As there is Chaff about every 
Corn in à Field, Saltneſs in every Drop of Water 
that is in the Sea, Bitterneſs in every Branch of 
Worm wood; ſo. is there Sin in ever) Faculty of 


5 W . » e 


. Loo into the Mind, you ſhall-find it full 
of Vanity, waſting and wearying itſelf in childiſh, . 
imperti of l, 72 
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impertinent, Notions ; f 
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Darkneſs; no Man knoweth, nay no Man hath 
fo much Knowledge, as to enquire or feek after 
Gop in that Way where He will be found; nay 
more, when Gop breaks in upon the Mind, by 
ſome notable Teſtimony from lis Creatures, Judg- 
ments, or Providence, yet they like it not, they 
hold it down, they reduce themſelves back again 
to fooliſh Hearts, to reprobate and undiſcerning 
Minds, as naturally as hot Water returns to its 
former Coldneſs. þ ull of Curioſity, raſh, unpro- 
ftzble Enquiries, fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions, 
prophane Bablings, Strife of Words, perverſe Diſ- 

utes, all the Fruits of corrupt Minds. Full of 

ride and Contradiction - againſt che Truth, Op- 
poſitions of Science, that is, ſetting up of Philo- 
ſphy and vam Deceits, Imaginations, ſteſhly 
Reaſonings againſt the Spirit and Truth which is 
in Feſtus. Full of domeſfick Principles, fleſhly 
Wiſdom, human Inverittons, Contrivances, Su- 
per · Indute ments upon the precious Foundation, of 
Rules and Methods of its own to ſerve Gop, 
and come to Happineſs. Full of Inconftancy, and. 
roving Swarms of empty and fooliſh Thoughts, 
Supperineſs, and Unſtableneſs in all good Mo- 


tions. | 
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2. Look into the Conſcience; you ſhall find 
it ful! of Inſenſibleneſs. The Apoſtle faith, of the 
Gentiles, that they were paſt feeling; and of the 
7s in the _ TS EE = their 

erences feared with a bot Tron. ich Things, 
tho“ they be ſpoken of an habitual Hardnch, 
which grows upon Men by a Cuſtom of Sin, yet 
it is originally in the Conſcience at firſt, and doth. 
not ſo much come into it, as grow out of it. 
As that Branch, which at firſt ſhoorin# out is 
flexible and tender, grows at laſt, even by its 
own Diſpoſition, into 5 hard and ſtubborn Bough;” 
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as thoſe Parts of the Nail next the Fleſh, which 
are at firſt ſofter than the reſt, yet do of them- 
ſelves grow to that Hardneſs which is in the reſt; 
ſo the Conſciences of Children have the Seeds of 
that Inſenſibility in them, which makes them at 
laſt deaf to every Charm, and ſecure againſt all 
the Thunder that is threatned againſt them. Full 
of Impurity and Difobedience, dead, unſavoury 
Works. Full of falſe and abſurd Excuſations, and 
Accuſations ; fearing where there is no Cauſe ef 


Fear; and acquitting, where there is great Cauſe 


of Fear, as St. Paul here did. 


3- Look into the Heart, and you ſhall find a very 
Hell of Uncteanneſs, full of deep and unſearchable 
Deceit and Wickedneſs, full of Hardneſs: No 
Sins, no Judgments, no Mcrcies, no Allurements, 
no Hopes, no Fears, no Inſtructions able to ſtartle, 
to awaken, to melt, or ſhape it to a better Image, 
without the immediate Omnipotency of that Gop 
which melts the Mountains. Full of Impenitency, 
not Jed by the very Patience and Long-ſuffering'of 
Gop, not allured by the Invitations and Intreaties 
of Gop to return to Him, not perſuaded by the 
Fruitleſſneſs and Emptineſs of all ſinful Lufts to 
forſake them, Full of Folly, it is bound up, ri- 
vited faſt into the Heart of a Child, and there- 
from childiſh Folly grows up to wiſe and ſober 
Folly, *till the Heart be changed into a Cell of 
Darkneſs. Full of Madneſs and Rage. Madneſs 
is in the Hearts of Men while they live, all the 
Creatures in the World are not able to cure it. 
Full of Infidelity. An Heart that departs from 
Gop, =. %-- his precious Promiſes, and 
miſtruſts his Power. In one Word, full of Pol- 
lution and Uncleanneſs; that Forge where all Sins 
are framed in ſecret Intents, Deſires, Purpoſes, 
Luſts, and from whence it ſprings forth * 1 

Liſe, 
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Liſe, the Flames of it breaking out into the 
Tongue, and into every other Member, in Adul- 
teries, Murders, Thefts, Blaſphemies, and every 
wicked Word and Work. 2 


4. Look into the Will, and you ſhall find it, 
%, full of Diſability to any Good, it cannot hear-- 
ken, nor be ſubje& unto the Law of Gop. - But 
there may be Weakneſs, where yet there is a good. 
Will; yet not fo here. It is, 2d, full of Loath- 
ing and Averſation ; it cannot endure to hear or 
ſee any Thing that is good, caſts it behind the 
Back, and turns away the Shoulder from it. But 
there may be a particular Loathing of a Thing, 
out of ſome Diftemper, and not out of Antipathy: 

A Man may loath the Sight of that in a Diſcate, 
which at another Time he loves. But the Will 
doth not ſometimes loath, and ſometimes love. 
But, 34%, it is full of Enmity againſt that which 
is good; it looks upon it as a baſe Thing, and ſo 
it ſcorns it, and it looks on it as an erte Thing, 
and ſo it ſets up Reſolutions to withſtand it, and 
it looks upon it as an unprofitable Thing, and fo. 
lights and neglects it. But Enmity is ſeldom to 
rooted but that it may be overcome, and a Re- 
conciliation wrought ; not fo here, the fleſhly Will 
may be crucified, it will never be reconciled.  For,: - 
4thly, it is full of Obſtinacy and Contrariety, which 
is 2 twiſted Enmity (as I may fo ſpeak) Which 
cannot be broken. One Contrary may expel an- 
other, but it can never reconcile it. The Fleſh : 
will never give over the Combar, nor forbear its 
Contumacy and Reſolution to perſiſt in Evil. | 


5. Look into the Memory, and you ſhall find 
it very unfaithful to retain Good, very teriacious, to, 
bold any Evil. It is like\ leaking Veſſel, lets 
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out all that is pure, and retains nothing but Mad 
and Dregs. * 


6. Look into the whole Man, and you ſhall find 
him full of Perturbation and Diſorder. A Man 
cannot truſt any Member he hath alone, without 
Job's Covenant, without David's Bridle to keep 
it in. If thou haſt Occaſion to uſe thine Eye, 
take Heed unto it; it is full of the Seeds of Adul- 
tery, Pride, Envy, Wrath, Covetouſneſs, there 
are Lufts of the Eye. If to uſe thy Tongue, truſt 
it not alone, ſet a Door before thy Lips; there is 
an Hell within thee, that can ſet it all on Fire; 
there is Blaſphemy, Curbings, Revilings, Cla- 
mours, Bitterneſs, crimſon, helliſh, and fiery A- 
bominations in that little Member. If to uſe thy 
Hands or Feet, look unto them; there are Seeds 
of more Sins, "Theft, Bribery, Murder, Adultery, 
(what not?) than there are Joints or Sinews in 
thoſe Members. If to uſe thine Ear, be flow to 
hear, take Heed how you hear, it is eaſily open 
to Vanity, Lies, Slanders, and falſe Doctrines. 
Thus we ſee, how univerſal a Corruption Original 
Sin is; therefore in Scripture the whole Man is 
called Fleſh, becauſe when we are carnal, we 
walk as Men; as our Saviour ſaith of the Devil, 
when he ſpeaks a Lye, he ſpeaketh of his own, 
according to his own Nature ; ſo when Men walk 
after the Fleſh, they work of their own, they walk 
according to themſelves. For of ourſelves we can 
do nothing, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, but only Sin: 
When we do any Good, it is by the Grace of Gon; 
but Luſts, which are the Fountain of Evil, ate 
all out own. God gave the Heathen over to the 
Luſts of their own Hearts; every Man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own Luft, and enticed. 
So then, we are all over Fleſh, the Nn 
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fleſbly Mind, the Will a fleſhly Will, the Aﬀec- 
tions and Luſts all fleſhly : So that as the Apoſtle 
ſaith of the _ many Members, but one Body ; 
ſo we of Original Sin, many Luſts, but one Body: 
Therefore the Apoſtle calleth it, xar ifo5z2-v, in the 
ſingular Number, Sin; upon which, excellent is 
the Obſervation, Plus e/? tollere peccatum quam pec- 
cata: It is more difficult to root out this ſinning 
| Sin, than to overcome many actual, 


Secondly, ConsIDER the Cloſeneſs and Adhe- 
rency of this Sin. It cleaves as faſt to our Na- 
ture, as Blackneſs to the Skin of an Æthiapian. 
In the Apoſtle it is, for this Reaſon, called ivwiyi- 
cle. apafla, an encompaſſing Sin, a Sin that doth 
eaſily poſſeſs, and cloſely cleave to all our Mem- 
bers and Faculties, A Man may as eafily ſhake. 
off the Skin from his Back, as rid himſelf of this 
evil Inhabitant. | be WES 
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Thirdly, Cox sioEx the great Contagion, and 
peſtilential Malignity which is in this Sin, which 
doth not only cleave inſeparably to our Nature, 
but derives Venom upon every Action that comes 
from us. For though we do not ſay, that the 
good Works of the Regenerate are Sins, and ſo hate- 
ful to (0D, as our Adverſaries belye and miſreport 
us; for that were to reproach the Spirit and the 
Grace of Chrift, by which they are wrought: Vet 
this we affirm 2 unto the beſt Work that 
is done by the Concurrence of our Faculties, ſuch 
a Viciouſneſs doth adhere, that Gop may juſtly 
charge us for defiling the Grace He gave. When 
{vever thou art going about any Good, this Evil 
will be preſeat with thee, to derive a Deadneſs, a 
Damp, a Dulneſs, an Indiſpoſedneſs upon all thy 
ces, and Iniquity upon thy holieſt Things, 
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which thou ſtandeſt in Need of a Prieſt to bear for 
thee, Zxod. xxviii. 38. and to remove from thee, 
This is that which in thy Prayers deadens thy Zeal, 
Fervency, Humiliation, Self-abh thy Im- 
portunity, Faith, and cloſe Attention this, like 
an evil Savour, mingleth with thy Sacrihee, caſterh 
in impertinent T boughts, — Ecole, makes thee 
reſt in the Work done, and. never enquire after 
the Truth of thine own Heart, or Gopꝰs "RO 
and Succeſs to thy Services. 


Fuurthyy, Consiokx the Fruitfulneſs of it; it is 
both Male and Female, as 82 within 
itſelf; both the Tempter, and the Seed, and the 
Womb, and the Mid wife. Suppoſe iv poſſible for 
a Man to be ſeparated from the Cantagions and 
Allurements of all other wicked Men, kept out of 

the Reach of Satan's 8 ions; nay, to converſe 
in the Midſt of the moſt renowned Saints that are; 
yet that Man hath enough in himſelf, and would 
quickly diſcover it, to beget, to conceive, to bring 
forth, to multiply, to conſummate actual Sins. Wh 
bath heard fuch a Thing, who hath ſeen ſuch Things? 
Shall the Earth be made to bring forth in one Day? 
faith the Prophet : Yet conſider how ſuddenly this 
Sin brings forth. When you ſee in your Children 
their Sin ſhew itſelf, before their Hair or their Tecth, 
Vanity, Pride, Frowardnefs, Self- love, Revenge, 
and the like, then think upon your own Infancy, 
and bewail Adam's Image fo ſoon in yourſelves, 
and yours in your Children. I have ſeen, faith ot. 
Avgufline, A @ckin Infant, that was not able toarti- 
NN a Countenance even pale 
for Envy, upon his Fellow - ſucklings that ſhared with 
him in the ſame Milk;“ upon which Conſideration 
the holy Man breaks forth into this pious Complaint, 
Li Domine, quando Domine ; where was the Place, 
QLozp; when was the Time, O Lonp, x” | 
ye 
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have been an innocent Creature? Again, Con- 
ſider how continually it brings forth, even every 
Day, Gen. vi. 5. or all the Day long, as faſt as 
the Fire ſparkles. Conſider farther, how deſperately 
it breaketh forth : When thou ſeeſt a Man wallow - 
like a Beaſt in his own Vomit, dart out Blaſphe- 
mies againſt Heaven, revile the Goſpel of Salvati- 
on, tear the bleſſed Name of Gop in Pieces, with 
hideous Oaths; Cain murdering his Brother, Judas 
betraying his Maſter, Anamas lying to the Holy 
Ghoſt, Lucian mocking the LoxD IESus as a 
cucifed Impoſtor, Julian darting up his Blood 
againſt Heaven in Hatred of Chrift, the Scribes and 
Phariſees blaſpheming the Holy Spirit; then reflect 
on thyſelf, and conſider, that this is thine own 
Image, that thou haſt the ſame Root of Bitter- 
neſs in thyſelf, if the Grace of Go did not pre- 
vent thee. As Face anſwereth unto Face in Water, 
renders the ſame Shape, Lineaments, Proportion, 
2 the Heart of Man to Man; every Man may in 
another Man's Heart ſee the compleat Image of 
his own. Weare all naturally caſt in one Mould, 
all equally partake the ſame Degrees of original- 
Luſts, our Hearts equally by Nature fruitful in 
Evil: If then we proceed not to the ſame Ex- 
ceſs of Riot with other Men, we muſt not attri - 
bute it to ourſelves, or any Thing in our Nature, 
but only to the free and bleſſed Influences of the 
Grace of Chrift and his Spirit. Vet again conſider,” 
how unexpectedly it will break forth. It thy 
Servant a Dag, that he ſhould do this great Thing. 
To daſh Children in Pieces, and to rip up N emen with 


Child? It was the Speech of Hazael to Eliſha the 
Prophet. As if he ſhould have ſaid, I muſt ceaſe 
to be a Man, I muſt put off all the Principles of 
. I muſt change Natures with fierce and 


eatures, before I can do ſuch Facts as 
| | | theſe: 
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theſe : I thy Servant a Deg ? Yes, and worſe than 
a z when Pride, Ambition, the Probabilitie 
and Promiſes of a Kingdom ſhall enliven and 
rouſe up that original Inhumanity that is. in a Man, 
. he will then be not a only, but a Wolf and 
a Lion. I will nat deny Thee, I will die for The; 
ehaugh all ſhauld be offended becauſe of Thee, yet | 
will never be offended : Theſe were the Words of a 
great Diſciple : Alas! Peter, thou knoweſt not 
thine own Heart; it is but like a quiet Sea; when 
the Wind, the 'Temptation ſhall blow, thou wilt 
quickly find an Alteration ;, thy Tide will turn, and 
an Ebb of thy Zeal will follow. O infuch Ex- 
amples learn thyſelf, and fear thyſelf. Tbe Diſci- 
could fay, Maftrr is it I, that ſhall betray 
hee? Peter did notaſk, Maſter, is it Fohn? nor 
obn, Maſter, is it Thomas ? but every one, Js it 
True indeed, I have a decemful Heart, a fe- 
volting Fleſh, a Traytor in my Boſom: It may 
as ſoon be I as another mo one fall, re. 
lore bim with the Spirit of ſs, faith the A- 
poſtle, confedering thyſelf, that is, do not rejoice | 
againſt thy Brother, nor inſult over him, do not 
deſpiſe him in thine Heart, nor exalt thyſelf ; thou 
art of the fame Mould, thou haſt the fame Princi- 
ples with him; that Go which hath forſaken bim, 
may ſorſake thee; that Temptation which hath 
overcome him, may happen unto thee; that Ene- 
my which hath ſiſted him, may winnow thee ; and 
therefore in his Fall learn Compaſſion towards him, 
and Jealouſy to thyſelf ; Refore bim, and tenſicer 


\Afthly, Covsrner the Temptations that ariſe 
from this Sin, the daily and hourly Solicitati- 
ans wherewith it ſetteth upon the Soul, to unſettle 
it in Good, and diſpoſe it to Evil. Satan is em- 
phatically in the Scripture called a Tempter ; _ 
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and yet as if his were but falſe Temptations, St. 
James ſaith, that à Aan ii tempted. by bit exon Luſts, 
toben be is drawn away and enticed. Firſt, drawn 
away from. Go out of his Sight and Preſence, 
and then ſolicited unto Evil, either Evil ſimply, or 
Evil concomitantly, in doing good Duties formal» 
ly, blindly, unzealoufly, incanſtantly, * 


ally. If a Man ſhoot an Arrow againſt a, 


it may be broken; but it cannot enter: No more 
can Satan's Temptations, prevail againſt the Soul, 
without ſomething within to give them Admittance. 
Therefore though be tempied: Cbriſt, yet he pre- 
vailed not; and our Saviour gives the Reaſon; He 
hath- Nothing in me, nathing to receive his Darts: 
But now in us the Fleſh holds treacherous Com- 


pliancy with Sutun and the World, and is rea 


let them in at every Aſſault. This is a great 


of the Cunning of wicked Angels, to 
Man's own Concupiſcence to their Party. 


"a 
art 


a 
eed 


will never grow into a living Creature, without a 


Womb to 


oſter it; there muſt be the Conception 


of the Heart, as well as the Temptation of S- 
tan, Temptations may vex, but they cannat cor - 
rupt us without our own ſinful Entertainment. 
But here is the Miſery, Satan knows how our Tide 


ſtands, he ſearcheth out our Diſpoſitions, 


and. 


therefore ſorteth his "Temptations, and taketh In- 
gredients of our own: "Temper with them to 
ſweeten them: As Agrippina when ſhe poiſon'd: 
her Huſband Claudius, tempered the Poiſon in the 


Meat which he moſt delighted in. One Man 


hath 


Luſt and Wit, Satan tempteth him to ſcorn and 
light the Humilty of the Ways of Gon, ard the 
dimplicity of the Goſpel; another bath Luſt and 
Money, Satan tempteth him to Pride and Oppreſ- 
lon, and Truſt in his ſtrong Tower; anather: 
hath Luſt and Poverty, Satan tempteth him to 


Murmuring, Diſcontent, Rebellion; another 


hath ' 
Luſt 
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Luft and Youth, Satan tempteth him to Vanity and 
Intemperance; another hath Luſt and Learning, 
Satan tempteth him to Vain-glory and Ambition, 
There is in all of us much Need of ſpiritual Wif. 
dom to obſerve where we lie moſt obnoxious, 
where Satan doth moſt plant his Forces, and di- 
rect his Attempts, and ever to apply our ſtrongeſt 
Watch, our moſt importunate Prayers to the 
| Gaps which lie moſt open to thoſe Luſts in our 
j Nature which are moſt predominant. 


- Sixthly, CoxnsiDer the War and Rebellion of 
this Sin : The Fleſh infteth againft the Spirit; fleſhy 
Lufls war againſt the Soul, Which Paſlages are 
not ſo to be underſtood, as if when Luft doth 
fight, it fights againſt Nothing but the Spirit ; but 
that we ſhall have hourly Experience of this Tray: 
tor in our Boſom ; and whenſoever we go about 
any ſpiritual Work, this Evil will fight againſt us. 
And this War is not at a Diſtance, but it is an in- 
timate Contrariety of the ſame Part, like the 
Combat between Heat and Cold in the ſame Wa- 
ter 3 no Room nor Space to entertain a Treaty, 
or to ſhift and evade the Conflict. The ſame 
Soul that commands Obedience, doth itſelf reſiſt 
it. In the ſame Mind the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, 
which is ſenſual and deviliſh, fhghteth againſt the 
Wiſdom of the Spirit, which is meek and peace- 
able. In the ſame Will, a Delight in the Lav 
of Gop, and yet a Counter-Motion to the Lav 
of Sin. In the ſame Underſtanding, a Light d 
| the Goſpel, and yet many Relicks of human Prin- 
| ciples, and fcſhl, Reaſonings; much Ignorance 
| - | of the Purity, Excellency, and Beauty of the 
| Ways of Gop. In the ne Heart, Senfiblenel 
of Sin, and yet muchſecret Fraud and Prevarict- 
tion, Hardneſs, and Diſapprehenſion of = 8 
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Wrath. In the ſame Affections, Fear of Gop, 
and Fear of Men, Truſt in Gop, and doubting 
of his Favour. Lox DI believe, help Thou mine 
8 { was the Cry of the poor Man in the 
Goſpel, and fuch muſt be the Complaints of us : 
LoxD, I will, help Thou mine Unwillingneſs ; 
Lord, I hear Thee, help Thou my Deafneſs; 
Lord, I remember Thee, help thou my F orget- 
ſulneſs; LoRD, I preſs towards Thee, help Thou 
my Wearineſs; Lorp, I rejoice in Thee, help 
Thou my Heavineſs ; Loxp, I defire to have 
more Fellowſhip with Thee, help Thou my 
Strangeneſs; Lox, I love and delight in thy Law, 
help Thou my Failings. The Thief on the Croſs 
was a perfect Emblem of the Sin of our Nature 
he was nailed Hand and Foot, deſtined unto Death, 
utterly diſabled from any of his wonted Outrages; 
and yet that only Part which was a little looſe, 
flies out in reproaching Chr Our Old Man, by 
the Mercy of Gop, is upon the Croſs, deſtined to 
Death, diſabled from the Exerciſe of that wonted 
Violence and Dominion which it uſed ; and yet 
ſo long as there is any Life or Strength left in him, 
he ſets it all on Work to revile that bleſſed Spirit 
which is come ſo near him. A Man in 1 
himſelf to hear Gop's Word, begins to atte 

and reliſh the Things that are ſpoken as Matters 
which, in good Earneſt, concerns his Peace, be- 
gins to ſee a Beauty in Gov's Service, an Excel- 
lency in God's Law, which he conſidered not be- 


fore, reſolves hereafter, to love, believe, prize it. 


more than he had ever done ; preſently, the Fleſh 
ſets up her Reaſoning, her perverſe Diſputes, her 
own Principles, her Shame, her Worldlineſs, 
her Want of Leiſure, her ſecular Contentments, 
and ſo xeſiſts the Spirit of Gop, and rejects his 
Counſel. But yet (Beloved) as in a Pyramid, 
the higher you go, the leſs paſs ſtill you find 
the Body to be of, and yet not without the Cu- 

Vor. XII. rioſity 
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rioſity and Diligence of him that framed it; fo in 
a Chriſtian Man's Reſurrection, and Converſation 
with Ohre, the nearer he comes to Chri/?, the 
fmaller ſtill his Corruptions will be, and yet not 
without much ſpiritual Induſtry and Chriſtian An, 
A Chriftian is like a Flame, the higher iraſcends, 
the more thin, purified, and azure it is, but yet 
it is a Flame in Wood, that wants perpe- 
tual Blowing and Encouragement. A Man fets 
himſelf with Reſolution of Spirit to ſet forward the 
Honour of Gon, in queſtioning, in diſcovering, 
in puniſhing (within the Compaſs of his own 
Calling and Warrant) the Abuſes of the Times, 
in countenancing, in rewarding, in abetting and 
ſupporting Truth and Righteouſneſs: His Fleth 
fently interpoſeth, his Quiet, his Security, his 
tions, his Intereſts, his Hopes, his Fears, his 
Dependencies, his Credit, his Profit; theſe blunt 
his Edge, upbraid him with Impolitickneſs, with a 
fullen Diſpoſition againſt Men. and Manners ; and 
thus put I know not what ill-favour'd Colours up- 
on a Face. Ima Word, Good is before me, 
the Glory, the Service, the Ways of Gop: 1 
fee it, but I cannot love it; I will, but I cannot 
do it; I doit, but I cannot finifh it; I will, but 
yet T rebel ; I follow, but yet I falt; I preſs for- 
ward, and yet I faint and flag ; I wreffle, and yet 
Thalt; I crucify Luſts, and yet they revile 
me; I watch my Heart, and yet it runs away 
from me. Gop was at firſt the Author of No- 
thing but Peace within me; what envious Man 
hath fowed this * my —_ ky * the A- 
poſtle anſwer this ion, faith St. Auguſtine, 
By one Man Sin entered into ib World, ws 0 | 


Seventhly, Contimes the Wiſdom, 'the”Poli- 


_ cies, the Unſearchableneſs of this Sin. The 


- Serigturs calls it, T en ee 
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Gevilih W3/dom, I iſdam to do Evil, - 
— Aron Hellus, Imaginat ions, high AN 
And all Wiſdom is employed to deceive Foy oul ; 
therefore is fleſhly Wiſdom called by St 
deviliſh, becauſe it hath the Devil's End, e draw 
away Men from Gon, and to entice and beguile 
tem. Therefore in Seriptexe, the Heart of Man 
is ſaid to be deceitful and unſearchable, and Luſts 
are called decetvable Lufts, and the Deceitfulne/s of 
dine St. Par 2 a 7 al Words to $0 MIS 
this ſerpentine Qual r 
heating, , Cunning, 8. ds, De 
Eph, iv. 4 But a Man ma oy very Wiſe, — 
very miſchievous z/ and yet - for all this, no o_ 
Hurt done by him, becauſe he may be unw 
to take the Pains, like him in the Hiſtorian 2 
was innocent, not out of Good · nature, but La- 
zineſs, Therefore this Deceit of Sin is actu- 
aed and ſet en Work with ve N ſtrong Deſires, 
and univerſes! Luſting ; the Apoſtle calls them not 
Luſts only, but Wills or Reſolutions of the Fleſh, 
and of 4 Mind: itfelf. Hepee, that which Selo- 
mon ſaith of the King 's Heart, is true of that feſhly 
Kiog, n Ilan Boſbm It is unſearchable, 
2 Gulf, a Hell of ſinful Profoundheſs ; Policies 
to keep from; Od, Policies to poiſon and per- 
vert Gobd, Policies to make Good unſeaſonable, 
Policies to bting to Exil. Policies tb keep in Evil, 
Policies to maintain, juſtify, extenuate Evil, Po- 
licies to make Men reſt in falſe Principles, Policies 
to gloſs. and corrupt true Principles, Policies on 
"Ta Superſtition, and flattering of 
Gob with Will-worſhip, Policies on the leſt Hand 
for open Prophaneneſs. Infinite are the Windings 
and Labyrinthes of the Heart of Man, the Coun- 
ſels of the Fleſh, to eſtabliſh the Kingdom of Sin 
in itſelf  Infinjte theſe Wiles and Principles that 
BY up the Throne of the Prince of this World. 
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What Man is there who will not in Profeſſion be 
ready to ſpit at the Name of Satan, and to defy 
him and the Works of his Kingdom; and ye: 
what Man is there in whoſe Boſom Satan hath not 

a Council Table, by which he worketh effectualh 
the Deſigns of his own Kingdom? The more 
Time any Man will ſpend to make himſelf ac- 
quainted with himſelf, the more Light of Goy': 
ight he will ſet up in his Heart, the more he will 
beg of God to reveal the Secrets of his evil Na- 
ture unto him, to make him ſee that Abundance of 
the Heart, that Treaſure of the Heart, that Hell 
of the Heart, that ine of Sin and Temp- 
tation which is there; the more with the Prodigi! 
he comes unto himſelf, and views that evil Heart, 
and bitter Root which is in him; certainly, the 
more Confuſion and Abhorrency'will there be of 
himſelf ;' the more Adoration of that boundlef 
Mercy, of that bottomleſs Purity, which is able to 
pierce into every Corner of ſo unſearchable a Pit, 
able to cleanſe every Hole and Dungeon, and to 
enlarge it into a fit Receptacle for the Prince of 
Glory. When Men have their own Ways reveal- 
ad unto them (which is ever done by Gap's Spi- 
rit) then muſt they needs be confounded, and be 
loathſome in their own Sight, and never open their 
Mouths any more, nor hold up their Faces, or 
Rand before Gon with their wonted Preſumptions. 
Eighthly, Cons the Strength and Power of 
Sin, to command, to execute, to bring about 
whatever it hath projected for the Advancement of 
Satan's Kingdom. It hath the Power of a King, 
4 it reigns in our Members; and a Law without 
if Strength is no Law, for Laws are made to bind 
It and hold Men faft ; and therefore the Apoſtle calls 
| Luſt a Law, becauſe it commands, and holds un- 
der all our Members to the Obedience of it. 
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I the Wicked it hath an Abſoluteneſs, an uni- 
verſal and uncontroled Power. i/f, They can- 
not buf ſin, they can do Nothing but ſin ; N ithout 
Faith it is inipoſſible to pleaſe Gop ; and to the Im- 
pure and Unclean, every Thing is unclean. His Mer- 
cies cruel, his Prayers Abomination, bis Offer- 
ings the Sacrifice of Fools, 44%, If they ſeem to 
forfake any Sin, it is not out of Hatred to that, 
25 a Sin, ( For He that ſaid, thou ſhalt not commit A- 
diltery, fa de, Thes ſhalt mot Hill) ut it is be- 
cauſe they prefer others before it. A Man's Heart 
may be ſo taken up with the Purſuit of ſome Hero- 
das, ſome darling Luft, as that others may ſeem 
neglected; when the Truth is, the Heart that plays 
the Adulterer with any Sin, doth indeed hate none. 
3d, If by the Power of the Word, they be frighted 
om the Sin they moſt love, yet Luft will carry 
them to it again, as a Sow returneth to the Mire. 
45%, Tf che ſhould be fo terrified away, fhat 
they durſt never actually return; yet even Luft 
will make them wallow in ſpeculative Unclean- 
neſs, their Thoughts, their Delights, their Long- 
ings, would ſtil! hanker the other Way. 5$thiy, "This 
Sin as it keeps Men in Love with all Sin, ſo it 
keeps moſt off from all good Duties. It is a Chain 
upon all our Faculties, an Iron-gate, that Keeps 
out any good Thought, or poiſons it when it 
comes in. | 


Ninthly, Constpzzx the Madneſs of this Sin. 
The Heart of a Man, faith Solomon, is full of E- 
vil, and Madneſs in his Heart. Inſania is a general 
Word, and hath two Species of Madneſs in it; 
Madneſs or Unſoundneſs in Paftons, which is, 
Furirs Rage and Fierceneſs ; and Madneſs or Un- 
ſoundnels in. the Intellectuals, which is Anentig, 
or Folly, or being out of one's right Mind, And 


both theſe are in — Sin. 
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Firft, It is full of Fierceneſs, Rage, Precipi- 
tancy, when ever it ſets itſelf on Work; the Dri- 
ving thereof, is like the Driving of Jebu, very 
furious. This Diſpoſition the Holy. .Gho 

takes Notice of often in the Nature of wicked 
Men, that they are implacable Men, whom 
no Bounds nor Limits, nor Covenants will reſtrain 
or keep in Order: And again, fierce, headſtrong, 
violent, raſh, they know not where nor when to 
ſtop. Therefore the Scripture compares it to a 
breaking forth, or violent Eruption, like that of 
Fire out of an Oven. Men flatter themſelves in 
their Sins, and think when they have gone thus 
or thus far, they will then give over; but Sin can 
never find a Center to reſt in, a fit Place to ſtop at. 
Theſe are but like the fooliſh Conceits of Chil- 
dren, who not being able to diſcern the Deception 
of their own Senſes, and ſeeing the Heavens in 
the Horizon ſeem to touch che Earth, reſolve to 
go to the Place where they conceive them to meet, 
and there to handle and play with the Stars ; but 
when they are come thither, they find the Diſtance 
to be ſtill the ſame: So is it with the fooliſh Hearts 
of Men; they conceive after ſo much Gain, or 
Honour, or Pleaſure, I ſhall have my Fill, and 
will then give over; but as Jong as the Fountain 
within is not ftopt, the Purſuits of Luſts will 
be as violent at laſt as at firft © 


Tux Heart is as ſtrongly ſet upon its own Sin, 
as any Creature is upon its own Motion. 7 
ſet their Hearts, faith the Prophet, on their Inigui- 
ties. The Heart of the Sons of Men, faith Solo- 
mon, 1s fob ſet in them to do Evil, As impoſſible 
it is for to ſtop itſelf, as for the Sea to give 
over ſwelling, or the Fire devouring the Matter 
that is before it. The Man poileſt with a Legion 
of Devils is a notable Emblem of — * 
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fulneſs of Nature, (For indeed Sin makes a Man 
of the Devil's Blood, 17 are the Children of your- 
Fatber the Devil, John viii. 44.) He is converſant. 
with Nothing but Death, dead Works, dead 
Companions :. Death the Service. and Death the. 
Wages. He is full.of hideous Affections, he tears 
his own Soul; the Preſence. of Chriſt is horrible to 
him, and if he worſhi Him, it is out of Terror, and 
not out of Love: His Name may well be cal 


led Legion, for the Swarms, the Strength, the 


War of Luſts in the Heart: It is a Torment to 


Luſt to come out of Man, and to a Man to be“ 
7 feſt of his, Luſts; there will be a Pain at 2 
Ping Sin . che 1 7 8 Spitit will tear when . 
But in this principally he was 
2 Picture of = evil. Nature, in that he was ex- 
ceeding fierce and untameable; no Man durſt 
paſs by him, no Chains were ſtrong, enough to 
hold him: And this is the Character of wicked 
Men, to break Bands and Cords aſunder, 4091 to 
by their E ae o end ff) * qu ns, 
And this ſhould teach us te —— the tide. 
Watch over our own Hearts, (ſince many Occaſi- 
ons may throw us into the like Diers 3 ſince 
the Sin of our Nature is but like a ſleeping Lion, 
or at beſt like a wounded Lion; any Hg 1 
awakens and vexeth it, begets Rage and Ja 
to be the more circumſpect over ourſelves, a and 
the more jealous of our own Paſſions, in thoſe par- 
ticular Caſes Valeo Where the Fre 9 . 
apt to kindle. 


Firſt, Wan thou art in Diſpu tation | 
upon a juſt Quarrel to Vindicas the Truth of 
hen look unto thy Heart, ſet a Watch over, thy 

beware of Wild-fire in thy Zeal, take 
Hee of this Madneſs of thine wel os” uckd 
var” 
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Firft, It is full of Fierceneſs, Precipi- 


tancy, when ever it ſets itſelf on Work; the Dri- 


ving thereof, is like the Driving of Jebhu, v 


furious. This Diſpoſition the Holy. -Ghoſt 


takes Notice of often in the Nature of wicked 


Men, that they are implacable Men, whom 


no Bounds nor Limits, nor Covenants will reſtrain 


or keep in Order: And again, fierce, headſtrong, 
violent, raſh, they know not where nor when to 


ſtop. Therefore the Scripture compares it to a 


breaking forth, or violent Eruption, like that of 


Fire out of an Oven. Men flatter themſelves in 
their Sins, and think when they have gone thus 


or thus far, they will then give over; but Sin can 


never find a Center to reſt in, a fit Place to ſtop at. 
Theſe are but like the fooliſh Conceits of Chil- 
dren, who not being able to diſcern the Deception 
of their own Senſes, and ſeeing the Heavens in 
the Horizon ſeem to touch che Earth, reſolve to 
go to the Place where they conceive them to meet, 
and there to handle and play with the Stars ; but 
when they are come thither, they find the Diſtance 
to be ſtill the ſame: So is it with the fooliſh Hearts 
of Men ;. they conceive after ſo much Gain, or 


Honour, or Pleaſure, I ſhall have my Fill, and 


will then give over; but as Jong as the Fountain 
within is not ftopt, the Purſuits of Luſts will 
be as violent at laſt as at firſt, * © - 


Tux Heart is as ſtrongly ſet upon its own Sin, 
as any Creature is upon its own Motion. They 


ſet their Hearts, faith the Prophet, on their Inigui- 


ties. The Heart of the Sons of Men, faith Solo- 
mon, it fol ſet in them to do Evil, As impoſſible 
it is for uſt to top itſelf, as for the Sea to give 


over ſwelling, or the Fire devouring the Matter 


that is before it. The Man poſſeſt with a Legion 
of Devils is a notable Emblem of * | _ 
| ** * ulne 
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fulneſs of- Nature, (For indeed Sim makes a Man 
of the Devil's Bl , are the Children of your. 
Father the Devil, John viii. 44.) He is converſant. 
with Nothing but Death, dead Works, dead 
Companions: Death the Service and Death the 
Wages. He is full of hideous Affections, he tears 
his own Soul; the Preſence. of Chriſt is horrible to 
him, and if he worſhi Him, it is out of Terror, and 
not out of Love: His Name may well be cal- 
led Legion, for the Swarms, the Strength, the 


War of Luſts in the Heart: It is a Torment to 


Luſt to come out of Man, and to a Man to be 
hoy of bis Luſts; there will be a Pain at the 
fe. 1d . the 1 7 75 Spirit, will tear when . 
But in this principally he was 
ru Picture of © evil. Nature, in that he was ex- 
ceeding fierce and untameable; no Man durſt 
paſs by him, no Chains were ſtrong enough to 
bold him: And this is the Character of wicked 
Men, to break Bands and Cords aſunder, 8 
de their own Lords. 8 No 01 Fi "I r1 | of 4) (19g 
And this ſhould teach us Ko 
Watch over our own Hearts, (fince many Occaſi- 
ons may throw us into the like Diſtemper ſince 
the Sin of our Nature is but like a ſleeping Lion, 
or at beſt like a wounded Lion; any Tg 33 
awakens and vexeth it, begets Rage and and Vary 
to de the more circumſpect over — - 2 
the more jealous of our own Paſſions, in thoſe par- 
ticular Caſes nn. We the * 9 . 
apt to kindle. | 


Pirſt, Wasn t thou art in Diſp atation | 
upon a juſt Quarrel to Vindicate the Truth of 
0h, look unto thy Hah, yr a Watch over oy” 

beware of Wild- fire in th take 
ike l 


of this Madneſs of thine evil Nature. uch 
Advantage 
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Advantage the Devil ma er gv Di putatlom 
for the Truth. When Men difpute agalnſt thoſs 
8 as the eples f dgainft the 
tant, with Thunder and Fire honey * 


with rang Speeches, fuch as the Hagel dur 
ive unte Sata bingolf'; when Men forget t 6A. 
's Rille, 75 her rhaſe that oppoſe themſelves 
with An and to refer, thoſe that are fallin 
with the = Mrelnet; when Tongue ſhall be 
—— Tongue, and Pen poiſoned againſt 
; when . Pamphlet all come forth with more 
Terth to bite, than A rouments to convince; this 
bo a Pall mY the Truth, "arid to do the De- 

under Gop's Colours.” dep. 


Sa Wikre i art aphet 10 85 


troverſy, or Debate for Matter 
1215 take Heed of 85 2 


eh Res lurking in it, left upon Occaſion of law- 
„chere break out Rage and Re. 
3 upon the Perſons of one another. Muck 
Perturbation of Mind, revengful and circumvent- 
ing Projects ſhew themſelves under the Colour of 
1 Debatements; ſuch a Frowardneſs and Rage 
lies in the Natures of Men, that without much 
Caution and W archfulneſs it will de blown up in- 
0 Fm. 


Sind, Tx Diferices "ey dug Cites 
tion, look to 5 Hearts, give not the Reins to 
Anger or Diſpleaſure, to Suſpicions or Miſcon- 
ſtructions of your Neighbours Perſons or Courſes: 
give not the Water Paſſage, no not a little. An- 
i the Kernel and of Malice; if it be let 
ie long in the Heart, that is ſo fertile 4 Soil, and 
Satan ſo dil a Wateret of his owh Plants, that 
if will Wl grow up into 2 knotty and ſtubborn 
Hatred. read of Hatreds which, have run * 
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the Blood, and have been entailed, Hereditar 
Malice, as the Hiſtorian calls it, hi 
have ſurvived the Parties, and diſcovered themſelves 
in their very Funerals; Hatreds which Men have 
bound upon their Poſterity by Oaths, as Amilcar 
took a ſolemn Oath of Hannibal, that he ſhould 
be an irreconcileable Enemy to Rome; And what 
do all ſuch Expreſſions import, but that there is a 
boundleſs Frenzy in the Fleſh of Men, à Fierce- 
neſs which no Th can tame, and that there is 
enough of it in good Men, to break out into im- 
placable Affections, if Grace and Prayer, and 
Watchfulneſs do not prevent it. 
a 


Feurtbiy, In Afflictions, Pains of Body, Tempt- 
ations of Spirit, Abridgment of Eſtate, Trials in 
Reputation and Favour, look to thy Heart, take 
Heed of theſe Seeds of Rage and Madneſs which 
are in thee. Never more Time to look to thy 
Wounds, to repair thy Bulwarks, than when a 
Tempeſt is upon thy Sea. Have you ſeen à Beaſt 
break his Teeth, upon the Chain that binds him, 
or a Dog pour out his Revenge upon theStone that 
hurt him: Then' have you ſeen ſome dark Shadows 
of that Fierceneſs and Fury, that is apt to rife 
out of the Hearts of i when Gop's' Hand lies 
cloſe upon them. L 2 410 bon * 1 87 

tb (eie ed. (ot) een Nrtan 
Fox 2 or Prevention hereof, keep in 
thy Sight the Hi of thy Sins, make them as 
hainous to thine own View, as they ate in their 
own Nature: The Way not to rage againſt Aſflie- 
tions, is to know -ourſelves/arightz that will make 
us confeſs unto Gop with Exra, let our Calami- 
ties be what they will, that the. Lox bath pimniſh- 
ed'us leſs tlun our Imquities have ' deſerved. - The 
Way to bear the Hand of Gop with Patience, and 
with Acceptance, is to confeſs our Sins, to be 


250 i. SERMON whe. + 


bumbled for them. dev e en 
humbled, ond they accept of ib Pigment of their 
2 faith che Lok; notimg thus much, 
chat ha hight of our Sin, and-Humiliation for it, 
willing to ſubmit to God's Chaſtife 
_ — doth a living Alan compitin, a Mar 
for the  Punifbment of bis Sins There are three 
ſtrong Reaſons together, woe cs not to 
Ne- in out Aﬀligtiens, . ai nun 


* "We. are len; Sod what-an Labonte; is/it 
for. the Clay to ſwell: again the Potter, that 
— it, and complain, a made me 


Je 
E „ r eee eee 


ſuffer are pur dun, the Wages of our Jniquities; 
what a Madned is ane the 
ice of aur Jane, 5 Sch. 92 
1 T/; ae £22416" 131 1 7. 
| 1Þ] Wa are liviag: Mais and. there ſore God 
us leſs than our Sins deſerve ; For 
Wages of Sims Death, and what Ingratitude is 
* at merciful and — — 
yet ſuch is che Frowerdneſs of eur Nature, 
me are apt ahue, tg ürur: What is the 
ure and Remedy of this evil Aﬀection.t: Let 18 
ſearch and try — Ways (faith the Church) _w 
tan 40 D Te mort we: 
uainted with our ſinful Kſtate, id matvi 92 
ovocations, with the Patience and Promiſes of 
on, the more we ſhall ; juſtify Gop, and wait 
upon Him, the more we ſhall judge ourſelves leſa 
than the leaſt of Gop's Mercies add For bearances. 
Lill duar the; [ndlignation of the Lok p, ſaith! the 
Church again in the ſame Caſe, I will, not repine 
nor murmur at his Dealing with me; I will a&- 
n Righteaulnels n 
DICKS! 
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and Confuſion unto me: And the Ground of 'this is 
Reſolution” is the Senſe of Sin, Becau/e pal H 

ned KL. Hm. Sony weatied, an eve, and 

m with my Sins, without any Zeal or 
Tenderneſ of his AY 3 but He hath. viſited me 
in Judgment, and not in Fury; in Wrath He bath 
remembered” Mercy, and not conſumed me, as He 
might have dane; Mz bath mt dealt with me after 
oy 1 Sins, nor rewarded: me according fo mine Ti- 


qutttes. 


Fifthly and laſtly, Tn the Miniſtry of the Word, 
when thy Bofom-fin is met with, and the Plague 
of thy Heart diſcovered, when the Edge of the 
Sword enters to the Quick, facrificeth thee, cruci- 
heth thy 'Eufts, cuts off thy earthly Members, ran- 
ſacks thy Conſcience, and ſhews thee the Inſide of 
thy foul” Soul; here by all Means look to thy 
Heart; never ſo likely a” Time for Madneſs and 
fierce Oppoſition to ſet up itſelf, as when a Man 
is driven into a Corner and cannot fly. Sinners. 
are all Cowards, and cannot abide the Scrutiny of 
the Word, but would fain turn their Backs upon 
it, not only out of Scorn, but out of Fear too. 


APR ſturdy Sinner will ſtem to contemn, 
the Word, as a rude, foolifh Thing, to ſcorn the 
Perfons, Companies, Difcourſes of faithful Mini- 
ſters, as Of deſpicable, or ſchiſmatical Fellows: 
But the Truth is, (and th in their own Conſci- 
ences know it too) that Naa there be indeed 
much "Stoutneſs, 5 there is more Cowardiſe: 
Scorn is the Pretence, but Fear is the Reaſon; 5 
they cannot endure to be diſquieted and galled: 
As a, wounded Horſe curvets, and pranceth; at 
firſt Sight a Man would think it Pride and Mee, 
bat the Truth is, it is Pain and Smart that cauſeth 
it. Well then, Sinners are all c ods 


* 1 37 2 1 1. 


7 
* 4 


252 A SERMON en 


would fain fly; but even Cowards themſelves, when 
they are ſhut in and ſurrounded, will fight with 
more ferceneſs than other Men. And this now 
is the Property of the Word, to ſhut Men in. The 
Scripture, ſaith the Apoſtle, hath ſbut wp all under 
Sin, Gal. iii. 22, And we ſhall ever find, that 
the deeper the Conuictian hath been, the more likewiſe 
hath been the Prejudice, and the fiercer the Oppoſition 
againſt the Mord. In the Meeting of two contra- 
ry ms, if one prevail not to over-rule the 
other, there muſt needs ariſe a mighty Noiſe and 
Rage in the Conflict: So it is in the Strife be- 
tween the Spirit of Gop in the Word, and the 
Current of a Man's own Corruptions: The greater 
Strength and Manifeſtation of the Spirit the Won 
hath in it, and the fewer Corners and Chinks it 
leaves for Sin to eſcape at, the more fierce muſt 
needs the Oppoſition be, if the Word be not pre- 
valent enough to turnthe Current. Let us therefore 
beware, whatever we do, of rebelling againſt the 
Warnings which are given us out of the Word, 
It is hard to kick againſt the Pricks; there is no 
overcoming of Gop's Spirit; A Man may fall 
upon the Stone, but he ſhall be broken by it; if 
he be ſo ſtrong, and lift fo hard as to move the 
Stone, it ſhall fall upon him, and grind him to 
Powder. Anſwer to God's ſev Calls, even 
then when they make us tremble as St. Paul did, 
Lokx D what wilt Thou have me do ? Even when 
the Word affrights thee, yet give this Honour to 
it, not to reject it, nor fly from it, nor to {mother 
and ſuppreſs it, but endure it to ſearch thee, and 
ſubmit thyſelf to it. This is a notable Way to 
abate the original Madneſs which is in thy Heart. 


| Secondly, As there is Furor in Madneſs, ſo there 
is Amentia too, a Diſtemper in the IntelleQuals, 
as well as in the Paſſions: Every Man that is 
throughly mad, is a Fool too; therefore 2 
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ame original Word is tranſlated in one Place Mad - 
nes, Luke vi. 11. and in another Place Folly, 
2 Tim. iii. 9. This Diſtemper is two-fold ; either 
it is an univerſal Privation and Defe& of Reaſon ; 
ot at the leaſt it is an Unſtaidneſs, a Slipperineſs of 
Reaſon. And theſe are very deep in the Nature of 
a Man. Folly-is bound up in the Heart of a Child, 
and in ſpiritual Things we are all Children. | 


— 


Firſt, THERE is an univerſal Ignorance and 
Inconſiderateneſs of ſpiritual Things in the Nature 
of Man, he takes leſs Notice of his Condition than 
the very brute Beaſts. The Ox knoweth his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib; but Iſrael doth net 
inow, my People doth nat con ſider. And for this Rea- 
ſon it is that we ſhall obſerve: that frequent Apoſ- 
trophe of Gon in the Prophets, when he had wea- 
ried Himſelf with crying to a deaf and rebellious 
People, he. turns his. Speech, and pleads before 
dumb and inanimate Creatures; Hear, O Heavens, 
and give Ear, O Earth: Nothing ſo far from the 
Voice of the Prophet as the Heavens, nothing ſo 
dull and impenetrable as the Earth; and yet the 
Heavens likelier to hear, the Earth likelier to at- 
tend, than the obdurate Sinners. Hear, O ye Meun- 
tains, the Loxp's Controverſy, and ye ſtrong Foun-. 
dations of the Earth: Nothing in the Earth fo im- 
movable as the Mountains, nothing in the Moun- 
tains ſo impenetrable as the Foundations ot the 
Mountains, and yet theſe are made more ſenſible of 
Gon's Pleadings and Controverſies, than the Peo- 
ple wham it concerned. The Creatures groan 
(a the Apoſtle ſpeaks) under the Burden and 

anity of the Sins of Men; and Men themſelves, 
upon whom Sin lies with a far heavier Burden, 
boaſt, and glory, and rejoice in it. Of ourſelves 
98 no Underſtanding, but =. fooliſh and 
ottiſh,. as the Prophet we ſee nothing but 


wy 
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by the Light and the Underſtanding which i 
ven unto us, we cannot have fo much as a right 
hought of Goodneſs. | 


Tux Apoſtle doth notably expreſs this univerſal 
Blindneſs which is in our Nature, £pb. iv. 1), 
18. Walk not as other Gentiles, inthe Vanity if 
their Mind, having the Underſtanding darkngd, being 
alienated from the Life of Gop, or from a godly 
Life, through the Ignorance that is in them, becau), 
of the Blinaneſs of their Heart. Firſt their Minds 
are vain; the Mind is the Seat of Principles, of 
Truths; but, ſaith he, their Minds are deſtitute of 
all divine and ſpiritual Principles. Seconmy, their 
Underſtanding [A.,] ig darkned : The Under- 
ſtanding, or dianoetical Faculty, is the Seat of 
Conclutions, and that is unable to deduce from 
ſpiritual Principles (if there were any in their 

Minds) ſuch divine Concluſions as they are apt to 
| : So though they know Gop (which is a 
Principle) yet this Principle was vain in them; for 
they conceived of his Glory baſely, by: the Simili- 
tude of four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things; 
they conceived him an idle Gon, as the Epicures; 
or a God ſubject to Fate and Neceſſity, as the 
Stoicks ; or a ſinful, impure Gon, that by his. Ex- 
ample made Uncleanneſs religious: One Way or 
__ they became vain in their Imaginations of 

im. 2104 f ein 


Bur Secenadiy, though they knew Him, yet the 
Concluſions which they deduced from that Princi- 
ple, that He was to be worſhipped, were utterly 
unworthy his Majeſty : They worſhipped Him ig- 
norantly, ſuperſtitiouſly, not as became Gon; 
they changed his Trath inte a Lig. 
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\ Thirdly, SUPPosE their Principles to be ſound, 
their Concluſions from thoſe Principles to be natu- 
ral and proper; yet all this is but Speculation, 
they ſtill are without the End of allthis ſpiritual 
Prudence, their Hearts were blinded. The Heart 
is the Seat of Knowledge practical; that by the 
Principles of the Mind, = the Concluſions of the 
Underſtanding, doth regulate. the - Converſation; 
but that was unable, yea, averſe from any ſuch 
Knowledge, for they held the Truth of Go in Un- 
ri — 4. they did not like to retain Gon in their 
ſerved the Luſts of their on 
Hearts, were up to vile Affections, were 
Het were gem ighteoufaeſs and: had Pleaſure in 
evil Worke, even * they did [Things which 
they knew deſerved Death, and provoked Judg- 
ment: This is that univerſal Defect which is 3 
us by Nature. 


„Hung then, when we are not able. to canceſus 
the Lok ps Purpoſe in his Word, though of itſelf 
it be all Light; when we find it is too excellent 
for us, let us learn to bewail that evil Concupi- 
ſcence of our Nature, which ill fills our Under- 
ſtandings with Miſts, and puts a Veil before our 
Faces, The whole Book of Gos is a precious 
Mine, full of: unſearchable Treaſures, and of all 
Wiſdom j there is no Refuſe in it, nothing which 
is not of Moment, and worthy of ſpecial Ob- 
ſervation; and therefore much are we ſtill to be- 
wail the Unfaithfulneſs of our Memories and Un- 
derftandings, which retain ſo little, and underſtand 
leſs than they retain. 


Secondly Conmvan the Slipperinefs and Incon- 
iſtevey of natural Reaſon in ſpiritual Things: It 
can never ſtay upon an holy Notion; and this is 


another Kind of Madneſs. Madmen will make 
X 2 an 
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an hundred Relations, but their Reaſon cannot 
ſtand ſtill, nor go through with 11 but roves 


from one Thing to another 
Subjects, A a Rope * 


Notions of fev 
iome few lucid — . may 1 have, but 
they quickly return to their Frenzies.. This is the 
Condition of our Nature; let a Man enter upon 
any holy Thoughts, the Fleſh will quickly caſt in 
other Suggeſtions, to make him weary and faint, 


"Therefore it was that David prayed, Unite ny | 


Heart to fear thy Name. This was the Buſineſs of 
Paul and Barnabas to the Saints, to exhort them that 
with Purpoſe of Heart they would cleave unto Gon. 
And hence that Phraſe of Scripture, to join @ Aan 
Self unto Gon, and to lay faſt Hold upon Him. 


Leih, Consiper the Pro 1. 5 of this Sin; 
whi _ well be called an Old Man, becauſe it 
dies not, but paſſeth over from one Generation to 
another: A Man's actual Sins are perſonal, and 
therefore they begin and end in himſelf ; but Ori- 
ginal Sin is natural, and therefore with the Nature 
it paſſeth over from a Man to his Poſterity. 


AND in this wretched Inheritance, which Aden 
left to all his Poſterity, we are to note this Miſchief 
in the Fir/t Place, there is no Partition, but it is 
left whole to every Child of Adam : All have it, 
and yet every one hath it all too. So that as Phi- 
loſophers ſay of the reaſonable Soul, That it it wholt 
= to bo and whale in every Part; ſo we may 
ſay of original Concupiſcence, it is all in Mankind, 
and all in every particular Man. There is no 
Law of Partition, for one Man to have the Luſts of 
the Eye, another the Lufts of the Tongue; but 
every Man bath every Luſt originally as full as all 


Men together have it. 


Secondly, 
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| Secondly W x are to note a great Difference fur- 
ther between the Soul and Sin in this ; tho” 


all the Soul be in every Member as well as in the 
whole yet it is not in the ſame Manner and 
Excellency in the Part as in the whole. For it is 
in the whole to all the Purpoſes of Life, Senſe and 
Motion; but in the Parts, the whole Soul ſerves 
but for ſome ſpecial Buſineſſes. All the Soul is in 
the Eye, and all in the Ear, but not in either to all 
s; for it ſees only in the Eye, and hears. 
only in the Ear: But Original Sin is all in every 
Man, and ferves in every Man to all Purpoſes ; 
not in one Mar only to commit Adultery, in and- 
ther Idolatry, in another Murder, but in every 
Man it ſerves to commit Sin againſt all the Law, 
to break every one of Gop's Commandments. It 
ſeems ble for the ſame "Thing to belong 
wholly to fu Men, in Regard to all the Pur- 
poſes for which it ſerves: But ſuch an ample Pro- 
priety hath every Man to Original Sin, that he 
holds it all, and to all Purpoſes for which it ſerves. 
And theſe are two great Aggtavations of this ſinful 
Inheritance: That ĩt comes whole unto every Man, 
and that every Man hath it unto all the Purpoſes. 
tor which it ſerves. $2 


Thirdly, Ir is to be obſerved, that in Original 
vin (as in all other) there are two Things, Sin- 
lulneſs, and Guilt or Liableneſs/ to Puniſhment. 
And though the former of theſe remain, yet every 
Man that repenteth and believeth, hath the latter 
taken away. But now this is the Calamity; tho' a 
Man have the Guilt of this Sin taken off from his 
Perſon by the Benefit of his own Faith, yet ſtill 
both the Sinfulneſs and the Guilt paſſeth over to his 
— Derivation from him. For the former, 
the moſt evident; whatſoever is born of 


Fb is Fleſh ; no Man can bring a clean Thing out of 
7 he an 


therefore from them is nothing gs gt 
eth to 


is not this Man's Poverty 


us propagated the very Mratb of Gop. It is like 
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an unclean; an evil Root muft bring forth evil Branches, 
à bitter Fountain corrupt Streams. And it is as cer. 


tain for the latter, that tho' Guilt and Puniſhment 
may be remitted to the Father, yet from him it 
may be tranſmitted to his Child. Every Parent is the 
Channel of Death to his Poſterity. Totum genus d. 
emine infettum, ſue etiam damnationts traducen 
fect, faith Tertullian; Adam did diffuſe and propa- 
te Damnation to all Mankind. Neither is it any 
juſtice that from a curſed Root ſhould proceed 
Branches fit for nothing but the Fire. As a Jew 
that was circumciſed, brought forth an uncircum- 
Ciſed Son; as clean Corn ſowed comes up with 
Chaff and Stubble; fo is it with the beſt that are, 
their Graces concur not to natural Generation, and 


ted. And ſince the Nature of Sin 
ofterity, even when the Guilt thereof is remitted 

in the Parent, needs muſt the Guilt thereof paſs too, 

till by Grace it be done away. I 


Fourthly, Or1G61xAL Sin is both a Sin, and a 
Puniſhment of Sin. For it is an abſurd Conceit of 
ſome, who make it an Impoſſibility for the fame 
Thing, to be both a Sin — — — — 
a Prodigal f| all his upon Unclean 
5. Mane both his Sin and his Pu- 
niſhment? When a Drunkard brings Diſeaſes on 
his Body, is not this Man's y both his Sin 
and his Puniſhment ? Indeed Sin cannot rightly be 
called an inflicted Puniſhment; for Gop doth not 
put it into any Man; yet it no Way implies Con- 
tradition, but rather abundantly magnifies the 
Iuſtice and Wiſdom of 3 od, to ſay that 

e can order Sin to be a Puni to itſelf: So 
that in the Derivation of this Sin, we have unto 
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Aaron's Rod; on our Part, a Branch that buddech 
unto Iniquity, and on God's Part, a Serpent that 
ſti 

on. this Sin in his Poſterity: A meritorious 
Cauſe, he did deſerve it by Prevarication, as it was 
a Puniſhment ; and an efficient Cauſe, he doth de- 
rive it by Con as it is a Sin. And this is a 
Wretchedneſs of this Sin, that it is not only a 
Means to bring the Wrath of Gon upon us, but is 
alſo ſome Part of the Wrath of Gop in us, and ſo 
is as it were the Earneſt and Firſt- fruits of Dam- 
nation. Not as if it were by God infuſed into our 
Nature, (for we have it put into us no other Way, 
but by ſeminal Contagion and Propagation from 
Adam) but Gop ſeeing Man throw awa BARE 
ginal Righteouſneſs which He at the Pr yea 

| mieppaintioghinets bots Hengcod — 
dation of all Mankind, not only in Nature, but in 
Regard of legal Proceeding, with-held from him 
and his Seed, that Gift which was freely by Him 
in the Creation beſtowed, and wilfully by Adam in 
the Fall rejected; and adjudged this Miſery to him, 
that he ſhould: paſs over to all his Poſterity the im- 
mediate Fruit of his Prevarication, which was 


Original Sin, contracted by his own Default, and 


as it were- iſſuing out of his wilful Diſobedience 
upon him, becauſe they all were in him intereſted. 
as in their Head and Father in that firſt IT * 
ſion. Thus have I at OE, 
Evils which this Sin hath in it, that Life of 
cupiſcence which the Apoſtle here ſpeaketh of. 1 
cannot ſay of it, as the Roman Epitomizer of his 
Hiſtory, In brevi tabella totam ejus imaginem am- 
plexus ſum, that in a ſmall Compaſs I have com- 
prized the whole Image of old Adam; but rather 
clean contrary, In tabula non dimidiam tus 
imaginem amplexus The Half of this Sin hath 
not all this while beet deſcribed unto. you. - | 


* 


Tas 


unto Death. So that Adam is a two-fold 
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Tuts Doctrine of Original Sin doth direct us lu 
our Humiliations for Sin, ſhews us whither we 
mould riſe in judging ourſelves, even as high at 
our ature. Let nat any Man ſay, faith 


St. * that be was tempted of GOD. I ſhall go 

Let not any Man ſay of himſelf, by Way 
- of Excuſe, I was tempted of Satan, or of the World: 
And who: can deal | with fuch Enemies Ff who 
can withſtand | ſuch ſtrong; Sollicitations ? Let not 
any Man reſolve his Sins into any other Original 
than his own Luſts. Our Perdition is totally of 
ourſelves ; we are aſſaulted by many Enemies, but 
it is one only that overcometh us, even our own 
Fleſh. If there were the ſame Mind in us as in 
Chrift, Satan could find no more in us to mingle 
his Temptations withall, than he did in Him; 
would be equally ſucceſaleſs: But this is his 
Ad that he hath our evil Nature to help 
him, hold Intelligence with him. And there- 
fore we mult riſe as high as that in our Humilia- 
tions for Sin; and it will make us throughly hum- 
ble, becauſe thereby Sin is made al our 
on, when we attribute it not to Caſualties, ot 
accidental Miſcartiages, but to dur Nature; as 


Dauid did, In Sin was [ ſhaped, and in Iniguity did 
my Mather concerve me. It was not any Accident, 


or external I on, which was the Root and 


the un I had the Seeds of Adultery and 
der ſown in my very Nature, and from thence 


did they break ſorth in my Life. When Men ſhall 


conſider, that in their whole Frame there is an uni- 
verſal Indiſpoſition to Good, anda Forward - 
neſs to all Evil, — 
and their Faculties out of Joint, that they ate in 
the Womb as Cockatrice Eggs, and in the Concep- 
tion a Sced of Vipers, more odious in the pure 
Eyes of Gon, than Toads or Serpents are in 8 

2 5 5 


emptation 
Ground of theſe my Sins, but / was @ Tranſgreſſor 
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this will keep Men in more Caution againſt: Sin, 
and in more Humiliation for it. ae Had 26 


Lofty, From the Conſideration of this Sin, we 
ſhould be exhorted unto theſe needſul Duties: 


Firſt, To much Jealouſy againſt ourſelves, not 
to truſt any of our Faculties alone, not to be too 
confident upon Preſumptions, or Experiences of 
our own Strength. Jeb would not truſt his Eyes 
without a Covenant, nor David his Mouth with- 
out a Bridle ; ſo ſtrangely and unexpectedly will 
Nature break out, if it feel itſelf a little looſe, as 
may coſt a Man many a Cry and Tear to ſet 
himſelf right again. Though a Lion ſeem never 
ſo tame, — Sea ſeem never ſo calm, give 
them no Paſſage, keep on the Chain, look fill to 
the Bulwarks, for there is a Rage in them which 
cannot be tamed. Venture not on any Tempta- 
tion, be not confident of any Grace received; fo 
as to ſlacken your wonted Zeal ;- count not your- 
ſelves to have apprehended any Thing, forget that 
which is behind, preſs forward to the Prize that is 
before you; and ever ſuſpect the Treachery of 
your own Hearts: Keep thine Heart, ſaith Salomon, 
with all Diligence, never let thine Eye be off from 
it, hide the Word and the Spirit always in it, to 
watch it; for there is an Adulterer ever at Hand 
to ſteal it away. Therefore the Lox D would have 
the Iſraelites to bind Ribbons upon their Fringes, 
and the Law on the Poſts of their Doors, that by 
thoſe viſible Remembrances their Minds might be 
taken off from Vanities, and the Obedience of the 
Law more revived within them. And Solomon 
alluding ta that Cuſtom, ſhews the Uſe and the 
Fruits of it: Bind them (ſaith he) continually upon 
thine Heart, and tie them about thy Neck; when thou 
ſeepeſt it ſhall keep thee, * 
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talk with thee, In all thy Ways and Conditions, 
it ſhall be thy Safeguard, thy Companion, and thy 


Comfort. 


Secondly, To War and Contention againſt ſo 
ſtrong and fo cloſe an Enemy. Our Fleſh is our 
Eſuu, our elder” Brother, and we muſt ever be 
wreſtling with it. The Fleſh and the Spirit art 
Contraries, one will ever be on the prevailing 
Side: And the Fleſh is never weary to improve 
its own Part; therefore the t muſt be as ſtu- 
dious and importunate for the Kingdom of Chrift. 


+  Thirdiy, To Patience and Conſtancy in thi 
ſpiritual Combat. We are beſet arid compaſſet 
about with our Corruptions ; therefore there ii 
Need of Patience to run the Race that is ſet befin 
t, to do the whole Will of God, to drive for- 
ward a backſliding and revolting Heart through 
ſo many Turnings and Temptations : And there. 
fore to encourage us unto Patience, we muſt no 
ſeek ourſelves in ourſelves, nor fix upon the Mev by 
fure and Proportion of our former Graces, but ru Wl 
to our Faith, and hold faſt our Confidence, which 
will make us hope above Hope, and be ftrony 
when we are weak: We mult look unto Jef 
and conſider, firſt, his Grace, which is ſuficient of 
for us ; - ſecondly,” his Power, which hathialreadf ſo 
begun Faith and a good Work in us; thirdly, he 
Promiſe, which is 10 finiſh it fer us; ſourthly, hi Ce 
Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance; He is our Second, rev fol 
dy to come in in any Danger, and undertake the Wi ** 
Quarrel ;; fifthly, his Example, He paſſed thro! tht 
like Contradiction of Sinners, as we do of :Luſts; MF . 
ſxthly; his Neurneſs, He is at the Door, it h "" 
yet bur a little tobile, and Her" that ſhall. come, wil i ©" 
came, and will not tarry + Laſtly, his Performance Le. 
WA * | WG, \ already, fur 
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ready, "Firſt, He maketh the Combat | every 
Day eaſier than before; The Houſe of David 1 
ſtronger and fironger, and the Mouſe of Saul weaker 
and weaker. And Secondly, As in all other Af 
fictions, ſo in this eſpecially, He giveth unto us 
2 peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, after we have 
been exerciſed in it. ich idee - 


| 3 [20 3. WIONDS ITS ISOs 4 190 : 
Bor you will ſay theſe are good Encourage- 
ments to him that knows how to do this Work; 
but how ſhall I, that am ignorant and impotent, 
know how to ſuppreſs ſo ſtrong an Enemy with 


Patience or Conſtancy? To. this J anſwer,” firſt, 

1 Wy conſider wherein r fm Strength of Luſt lies, 

ad then apply your Prevention and Oppoſition 

1 WW according] y. {yin 

al Tis Strength of Luſt is in theſe Particulars: | 

- 1. [rs Wiſdom and cunning Craftineſs, where- 

„by it lies in Wait, for every Advantage to ſet for- 
ward its own End. = 

cb 


2. ITs Suggeſtions, Perſuaſions, Flatteries , 
Dalliances with the Soul, which, like the Smiles 
of an Harlot, allure the Heart to condeſcend to 
ſome Practice with it :. For the * quickly 
degets Delight, and Delight as eaſily grows into 


T 2 5 «> 


vi BY Conſent; and when the Will, like the Maſter- 
bort, is taken, the inferior Members cannot ſtand 
the out. 4850588 
the | 

bs; 3- ITs Promiſes and Preſumptions, its Threat- 
i naings and Affrightments: For Hopes and Fears 
oil WW ae the Edge of 2 Luſt ſeldom or ne- 
ver prevails, till it can propoſe Wages and Plea- 
dy. | bg” Of 
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hy Ts Laws and Edits, whereby it publiſheth 
ill; and that either under the Shew of Rea. 
ſon, (for Sin hath certain Maxims and Principles 
of corrupted Reaſon, which it takes for indubi- 
table, wherewith to countenance its tyrannical 
Commands) or elſe under the Shape of Exigencies 
and Inevitableneſs, which may ſerve to warrant 
thoſe Commands that are otherwiſe deſtitute even 
of the Colour of Reaſon, | 


F. Irs Violence and Importunity ; for Sin is ſo 
wilful, that when it cannot find a Law to warrant 
that which it requires, yet it will make a Law o 
command what it will; and it will beſet and 
mn and importune the Soul, and take no De- , 


Q wu ., * *% 8 XX. _ a+ 


6. Irs Proviſions, thoſe ſubſidiary Aids and WM " 
Materials of Luft which it fetcheth from abroad, 


thoſe Things of the World with which the Heart 

committeth Adultery 3 for the World is the Ar ( 

mory and Storchou of Luft. . U 
Laſtly, Irs Inſtruments, which willingly exe- WM 


cute the-Will of Sin, — yield themſelves top "y 
Weapons in the War: In theſe Things princi- 
pally doth the Strength of Luſt conſiſt. 


Havine thus diſcovered whateia the Strength 
of Lu lies, ſet yourſelves againſt it in theſe Par- 
| ars: 


1. Fox the Wiſdom and Deceit of Luſt: (I.) 
Set up a ſpiritual Wiſdom, which may — 
and deſeat the Projects of the Fleſh: * 
Teaching is the only Way to put off the 
Man, and e 
Mind. (2.) Mutual Exhortation is à great o 
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ainſt the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; Exhort one ano- 
while it is called To-day, left any of you be har- 
ined by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. (3.) Receive the 
Truth with Love; for Lies and Deluſions are the 
Doom of thoſe Men, who receive not the Love 
of Truth, that they might be ſaved. _ | 


2. Fox the Perſuaſions and Suggeſtions of 
Luſt, entertain no Treaty, have no Commerce 
with it, be not in its Com any alone, let it not 
draw thee away, fit not in Counſel with it; if it 
prevail to get our Ear, and make us liſten unto it, 
it will eaſily proceed further. Therefore as ſoon 
as Luſt ſtirs and offers to perſuade pn 12a 
away from it, Come not nigh the Door e . 

Woman's Houſe : Thoug > the firſt 8 
ſeem modeſt, yet if the 1 get in his Head, 
he will eaſily draw in the reſt of his Body. 


Believe them not; for Luſt is a Tempter, 
it is given to all Tempters to be Liars too. 
When Gop hath ſaid one Thing, let no Argu- 
ments make thee believe the contrary. JF an An- 
gel from Heaven (ſaith the Apoſtle) preach any ether 
Goſpel, let him be accurſed : We know what it coſt 
the Man of Gop, when he gave Credit to the 
old Prophet of Bethel, tho“ pretending an Angel's 
Warrant, to go back and eat with him, contrary 
to the Commandment which he had received be- 
fore, (2.) Get an Intereſt in better Promiſes (for 
all the Promiſes of the Fleſh, if they ſhould be 
performed, will periſh with a Man) learn to reſt 
upon Gop's All-ſufficiency, ſee oxi rich enough 
in his Ways; there are more Riches in the Perſe- 
cutions, much more in the Promiſes and Perfor- 
——_ of Gop, than in all the Treaſures of 
hy | 
oL. XLI. * 4: For 


Fon the Promiſes and Threats of Luſts ; 
0 oy 
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4. For the Law of Luft, ſet up the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in thy Heart. It is a Royal Lay, 
and a Law of Liberty; whereas Luſt is a Law of 


Death and Bondage; and where the Spirit comes, 


a Man ſhall be ſet free from the Law of Sin and 
Death: Keep thyſelf. always at Home in, the Pre- 
ſence of Chri/t, under the Government of thy 
Huſband, and that will daſh all Intruders and A- 
dulterers out of Countenatice, Take Heed of 
quenching, grieving, ſtifling the Spirit; cheriſh 
the. Motions thereof, ſtir. up and kindle the Gifts 
of God in thee; labour by them to grow more 
in Grace, and. to, have. nearer Communion with 
_ CGop: The riper the Corn grows, the looſer will 
the Chaff be; and the more. a Man grows in 


Grace, with the more Eaſe will his Corruptions 


be ſhaken off. 


5. Wren Luft is violent and importunate. 
F.r/t, Be thou importunate with Gop againſt: it. 
Secondly, When thou art purſued, keep not Luft's 
Counſels, but ſeek Remedy from ſome. wiſe and 
Chriſtian Friend by diſcloſing thy Caſe. to him: 
Sin loves not to be betrayed or complained on; 
mutual Confeſſion. of Sin, to thoſe who. will pray 
for a Sinner, and not deride him, is a Means to 
heal it. Thirdly, When thou art in a more vio- 
lent Manner than uſual aſſaulted by Sin, humble 
thyſelf in ſame peculiar Manner beſore Gop, aud 
the more. Sin cries. for Satis ſaction, deny it and 
thyſelf the mare. As Solomon, ſaith of Children, 
ſo may I ſay of Luſts, Chaſtiſe and ſubdue thy Luft, 
and regard not their crying. 4 


6. Cur. off. the Materials and Proviſions for 
Luſt, wean thyſelf. from earthly Affections; /ove 
net. the Marl, nor the Things. of the. Warld;; deſue 
not any Thing to conſume on thy Luſts ; pray 75 

| ©** thoſe 
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thoſe Things which are convenient ſor thee 3 turn 
thy Heart from thoſe Things which are moſt likely 


d ſeduce thee ; poſſeſs thy Heart wich a more ſpi- 


ritual and abiding Treaſure: He who looks ſted - 
faſtly upon the Light of the Sun, will be able to 
tee thing below when he looks down; and ſure- 


ly, the more a Man is affected with Heaven, the 
leſs will he deſire or delight in the World. 


Luft,” Fon the laſtruments of Luſls, make a 


Covenant with thy Members, keep a Govern- 
ment qver them, bring them into SubjeCtion ;- a- 
dove all, keep thy Heart, eſtabliſh the inward Go- 


vernment; for nothing can be in thy Body which 
s not frſt in the Heart: Keep the firſt Mover 


right, all other Things which have their 
thence, muſt needs be right too, 


Motions 


Havine thus opened at large the Liſe and Stare 
of Original Sin, is remains in the laſt Place to 


ew, how the Spirit, dy the Commandment, 


doth convince and diſcover the Life of Actual 
din: In omitting ſo math Good, in committing 
ſo much Evil, in ſwerving from the Rule in the 
Manner and Meafure of all our Services. And 
this it doth, by making us ſee that great Spiritual- 
neſs and Perfection, that preciſe, univerſal and con- 
tant Conformity which the Law requires in all we 
do. Curſed is very one that abideth not in all Things 
that ere written in the Book of the Lato to de them. 
PerfeQion and Perpetuity of Obedience are the 
wo Things which the Law requires. Suppoſe we 
t poſſible for a Man to fulfil every Tittle of the 
Law in the whole Compaſs of it, and that for his 
whole Life together, one only Particular, and 

that the ſmalleſt and moſt imperceptible Deviation 
from it being for one only Time, yet ſo rigorous 

and inexorable is the Law, that it ſeals that Man 

Y 2 under 
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under the Wrath and Curſe of Gop. The Heart 
cannot turn, the 1 cannot riſe, the Aﬀee. 
tions cannot ſtir, the Will cannot bend, but the 
Law meets with it, either as a Rule to meaſure, 
or as a Judge to cenſure it: It penetrates the in- 
moſt Thoughts, ſearcheth the Bottom of all our 
Actions, hath a Wideneſs in it which the Heart 
of Man cannot endure. 0 2 | 


Lr us in a few Words conſider ſome particu- 
lar Aggravations of the Life and State of Actual 
Sin, which the Spirit, by the Word, will preſent 


Firſt, Ix the leaſt Sin there is ſo much Life and 
Venom, as not all the Strength of thoſe Millions 
of Angels, one of whom was in one Night able 
to flay ſo many thouſand Men, had been able to 
remove. More Violence and Injuſtice againſt 
Gop in a wandering Thought, in an idle Word, 
in an impertinent and unprofitable Action, than 
the Worth of the whole Creation, though all the 
Heavens were turned into one Sun, and all the 
Earth into one Paradiſe, were able to expiate. 
Think we as ſlightly of it as we will, ſwallow it 
without Fear, live in it without Senſe, commit it 
without Remorſe; yet be we aſſured, that the 
Guilt of every one of our leaſt Sins being upon 
Chrift, did wring out thoſe prodigious Drops of 
Sweat, did expreſs thoſe ſtrong Cries, did pour 
in thoſe woſul Ingredients into the Cup which He 
drank, which made Him, who had more Strength 
than all the Angels of Heaven, ſhrink and draw 
back, and pray againſt the Work of his own 
Mercy, and decline the Buſineſs of his own Com- 
ing. err n bin | 
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Secondly, 
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Secondly, Ir the leaſt of my Sins could do thus, 
O what a Guilt is there in the greateſt Sin, which 
my Life hath been defiled with ? If my Atonis be 
Monde O what Heart is able to comprehend 
the Vaſtneſs of my mountainous Sins? If there be 
ſo much Life in my impertinent Thoughts, how 
much Rage and Fury is there in my rebellious 
Thoughts; in my Thoughts of Gall and Bitter- 
neſs; in my ſpeculative Adulteries; in my cove- 
tous, worldly, froward, haughty, hateful Imagi- 
nations; in my Contempt of Gop, reproaching 
of his Word, ſmothering of his Motions, quench- 
ing of his * rebelling againft his Grace? If 
every vain Word be a Flame that can kindle the 
Fire of Hell about mine Ears, O what Vollies of 
Brimftone, what Mountains of Wrath will be 
darted upon my wretched Soul, for tearing the 
glorious and terrible Name of the great Gop with 
my curſed Oaths, my crimſon and fiery Execra- 
tions ? What will become of ſtinking, dirty, car- 
rion Communication? Of Lies, and Railing „and 
Bitterneſs ; the Perſecutions, Adulteries, and Mur- 
ders of the Tongue, when but the Idleneſs and 
Unprofitableneſs of the Tongue is not able to en- 
dure this conſuming Fire? | 


Thirdly, Ir one great Sin, nay, one fmall Sin 
be ſo full of Life, as not all the Strength, may not 
all the Deaths of all the Angels in Heaven could” 
have expiated, O how ſhall I ſtand before am Ar 5 
my of Sin? So many which I know of myſelf, 
Swarms of Thoughts, Throngs of ſinful Words 
Sands of evil Actions, every one as heavy and 35 
great as 4 Movntain, gable to take up, if the 
were put into Bodies, all the vaſt Chaſm” be- 
tween Earth and Hessen, and fill all the Spac 
of Nature with Dafkneſs and Confuſion? An 
how infinite more feeret ones are there, which F 
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Streams of Duſt doth a Beam of the Sun, ſhining 
into a Room, diſcover, which were before imper- 
ceptible? How many ſinful Secrets are there in 
my Heart, which, though the Light of mine own 
Conſcience cannot difcover, are yet written in 
God's Account, and ſealed up amongſt his Trea- 
ſures, and ſhall at the Day of the Revelation of 
all Things, be produced againſt me, like ſo many 
Lions and Devils to fly. upon me. | 
 F#Fourthly, Is the Number of them can thus 
amaze, what ſhall: the Root of them do? Com- 
mitted out of Ignorance in the Midſt of Light, 
out of Knowledge againſt the Evidence of 'Conſci- 
ence, out of Preſumption of Pardon, - abuſing the 
Mercies of Gop to the Purpoſes of Satan, not 
knowing that his Goodneſs ſhould have led me to 
Repentance z out of Stubbornneſs againſt the Diſ- 
cipline, out of Enmity againſt the Goodneſs, out 
of Gall and Bitterneſs of Spirit againſt the Power 
and Purity of Gop's holy Law! 


7 


Fifibly, Nor the Root only, but the Circum- 
ſtances too, add much to the Life that is in Sin. 
If every Man would ſingle out ſome notable Sins 
of his Life, and ſee how many Sins one Sin con- 
taineth, even as one Flower many Leaves, and 
one Pomegranate many Kernels, it could not but 
de a notabie Means of humbling us for Sin. 


| Saxthly, Nor evil Circumſtances only, but un- 
ble Ends add much to the Life of Sin: 
hen Men ſpend Money fer thas which is not Brad, 
1 whic _—_— . „ —— 
e- thet or t ch doth not profit ; 

ferſake the Fam, and hew out broken Ciftern 
ib will hald no Mater: Sow nothing but ek 
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and reap nothing but Shame and Reproach. Our 
daviout aſſures us, that it is no valuable Prize to 
get the whole World by Sin. But how many- 
Times do we fin even for baſe and diſhonourable 
Ends? Lie for a Farthing, ſwear for a Comple- 
ment, flatter for a Preferment, pawn our Souls, 
which are more worth than the whole Frame of- 
Nature, for a very Trifle, 


Seventhly, ALL this Evil hitherto ſtays at Home, 
but the great Scandal that comes of Sin adds much 
to the Life of it, the Perniciouſneſs, and Offence 
of the Example to other. Scandal to the Weak, 
and that two-fold; an active Scandal to miſguide- 
them, Gal. ii. 14. 1 Cor. viii. 10. or à paſhve 
Scandal to grieve them, Rom. xiv. 15. and beget 
in them Jealouſies and Suſpicions againſt our Per- 
ſons and Profeſſions. Scandal to the Wicked, and 
that two fold alſo; the one giving them Occaſion 
to blaſpheme that holy Name and Proſeſſion which 
we bear; the other hardning and encouraging, 
e and juſtifying them by our evil Ex- 
ample. | | 


Eigbthy, Taz Evil doth not reach to Men only, 
but the Scandal and Indignity over · ſpreads the Goſ-- 
pel; a great Part of the Life of Sin is drawn from 
the ſeveral Reſpects it hath to Gop's known Will. 
When we ſin nat only againſt the Law of Nature 
in our Hearts, but againſt the written Law; not 
only againſt the Truth, but againſt the Merey and 
Spirit of God too; this muſt be an heavy Aggra- 
ration. O what an Hell muſt it be to a Soul in- 
Hell to recount, ſo many Sabbaths Gop reached 
forth His Word unto me, in ſo many Sermons He- 
knocked at my Door, and beſought me to be re- 
conciled ; He wooed me in his Word, allured me 
by His Promiſes, expected me in much Patience, 
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enriched me with the Liberty of his own precious 
Oracles, reached forth His Blood to waſh me, pour. 
forth His Tears over me; but againſt all this I have 
ſtopped the Ear, and pulled away the Shoulder, 
and hardened the Heart, and received all this Grace 


in vain 3 and notwithſtanding all the Rain which 


fell upon me, continued barren ſtill 


Lafily, Is good Duties, whereas Grace ſhould 
be ever quick and operative, make us conformad!: 
to our d, walk worthy of our high Calling, 
and as becometh Godlineſs, as Men that have learn- 
ed and received Chrift; how much unprofitable 
nels, and Unſpiritualneſs, Diſtractions, Formality, 
Want- of Reliſh, Failings, Intermiffions, Dead- 
neſs, ſhew themſelves? How much Wantonneſ 
with Grace? How much of the World with the 
Word? How much of the Week in the Sabbath? 
How much of the Bag or Barn in the Temple! 
How much Superſtition with the Worſhip ? How 
much Security with the Fear ? How much Vain- 
glory in the Honour of GoD? In one Word, How 
much of myſelf, and therefore how much of w7 
Sin, in all my Services and Duties which I perform! 
Theſe, and a World the like Aggravations, ſerve 
to lay open the Life of actual Sins. 


Tuvs have I at large opened the firſt of the 
three Things propoſed, namely, That the Spirit, 
dy opening the Rule, doth convince Men, that 
_— in the State of Sin, both original and 


Tux next propoſed, was to ſhew, What 
Kind of Condition the State of Sin is. And here 
are two Things principally remarkable : | 


Fim, 
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Fir/t, It is an Eſtate of extreme Impotency and 
Diſability to any Good, f 


75 Secondly, Of moſt extreme Enmity againſt the 
| Holineſs and Ways of Goo. | 


Firſt, Ir is an Eſtate of Impotency and Diſabi- 
lity to any Good. Paul, in his Phariſaical Con- 
dition, thought himſelf able to live without Blame, 
Phil. iii. 6. but when the Commandment came, he 
bond all his former Moralities to have been but 
Dung. Our natural Eſtate is without any Strength, 
| Rom. v. 6. ſo weak, that it makes the Law itſeli 
h weak, Rom. viii. 3. as unable to do the Work of a 
ſpiritual, as a dead Man of natural Life; for we 
are by Nature dead in Sin, Epheſ. ii. 1. He that 
raiſed up Lazarus out of the Grave, muſt, by his 
own Voice, raiſe us up from Sin; The Dead fhatl 
hear the Voice of the Son of Man, and they that hear 
hall live, Joh. v. 25. All Men are by Nature 
Strangers to the Life of Gop, = iv. 18. and 
Foreigners from his Houſhold, Epëeſ. ii. 19. able 
without him to do Nothing, no more than a Branch 
is to bear any Fruit, when it is cut off from the 
Root which would quicken it. In one Word, fo 
great is this Impotency which is in us by Sin, that 
we are not ſufficient to think a good Thing, 2 Cor. 
iii. 5. not able to underſtand a good Thing, nor to 
comprehend the Light when it ſhines upon us, T 
Cor. ii. 14. Job. i. 5. Our Tongues unable to 
ſpeak a good Word, How can ye, being evil, 
ſpeak good Things? Our Ears unable to hear a good 
Word; To whom ſhall I ſpeak and give Warning that 
they may hear? Behold their Ear is uncircumciſed, and 
that they cannot hearken, Jer. vi. 10. our whole Man 
unable to ; the carnal Mind is not ſul ect to 
tbe Law of Gop, neither indeed can be. Let 
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Tus Reaſons hereof are theſe: Firf, Our uni. 
verſal both natural and perſonal Impurity. We ar 
= Nature all Fleſh, Children of the old Adan, 
Fobn iii. 6. Children of Gon's Wrath, Epbeſ. ii 
3. and ſo long it is impoſſible we ſhould da an * 
hing to pleate Gop; for they that are in , i 
Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. viii. 8. a Man mus n 
frit be renewed in his Mind, before he cat) ( k 
much 'as make Proof of what will be acceptable y 
unto Gon, Nom. xii. 2. This natural Impurity 
in our Perfons, is the Groutd of all lenpurity in bi 
our Works: Fur unto the Unclean every Thing ts un. 1 
clean, Titus i. 15. and all the Fru: of an evil Tre: re 
is evil Fruit, Marth. vii. 18. and St. Paul gives 
the Reaſon of it, Becauſe car Fruit fculd be Fruit Wl , 
ante GOD, Rom. vii. 4. ad Fruit ung Haug, - 
Rom. vi. 22. Whereas theſe Works in natural Men 1 
of 
4 
al 


do neither begin in Gon, nor look towards him, 
nor tend unto him; GoD is neither the Teide 
un a e nor the End of them. | 


. Secondly, Our nature Enmity, the beſt Perfor- 
mance of wicked Men is but the Gift of an Ene- 
my, and the Sacrifice of Fools. It proceedeth not 
from Love which is the Bond of Perfection, that 
which keepeth all other Ingredients of — Works 
together, Gol. iii. 14. which is the ful {king of the 

Lew. Rom. xiii. 8. and the Principle of Clad 
oy and all willing Service and Conformity to 
Gop,' Gal. v. 6. John xiv. 15. and ever proceed- 
eth from the Spirit of Chri/t, Gal. v. 22. for by 
„ es Rom. v. 0% £7 


| Thirdly, Our natural Infidelity, for the State of 
Sin is an Eſtate of Unbelief; The Spirit all con- 
wince the World of Sin, becauſe t — 
Now Infidelity doth utterly diſable to pleaſe 
GP” without Faith it is impoſſible to a 

here 
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There can no good War & be done but in Chi iſt; we are 
ſandtified in Chriſt. 1 Cor. i. 2. we are created iu 
„e Chritt unte good Marit, Eph. ii. 10. we muſt be 
„nue with Him before we can be ſandified,. Heb. ii. 
11. and this is the Reaſon why Faith ſanctifies and 
and purifies the Heart, and by Canſequence the 
whole Man (for when the Fountain: was cleanſed; 
all the Waters were {weet, 2 Angsii. 21.) becauſe. 
Faith is the Bond which faſtens us unto: Chr 


Fourthly, OUR natural Ignorance and Fally, for: 
the State of Sin is ever an ignorant Eſtate, The. 
uſual Style that the Scriptute gives Sinners, even 
the bel. of Sinners, is Foals, though they know: 
many Things, yet they 4nawu Nothing as they ought, 
tu buow, 1 Gor. viii. 2. Now the Root of our 
well pleaſing is / iſdam and ſpiritual Knowledge, Col. 
I. ix, 10. That is it which makes us walk worthy 
of the Lox d, and fruitful in good Works. Where 
Want of Underſtanding is that which makes us 


altogether unprofitable, that we do no Good, Rem. 


iu. 14, 14. | 


AND now what a cutting Conſideration ſhould 
this be, GoD made me for his Uſe, that I ſhould 
be his Servant to do his Will, and Lam utterly un- 
ht tor. any Services, ſave. thoſe which diſhonour 
Him, like the Wood of the Vine, utterly unuſe- 
ful and unmeet for any Work ? What then ſhould; 
expect, but to be caſt out, as a Veſſel in which; 
is no Pleaſure? If I am a er barren, and of: 
no Uſe, what a; wonderful. Patience of Gop is it 
that ſuffers me to cumber the Ground, and doth, 
not preſently. caſt me into the Fire; that ſuffers 
me like a. nuiſom Weed to, poiſon the Air, and 
choak the Growth of better Things}? If I drink 
in the Rain, and bring forth nothing but Thorns 
how near muſt L needs be unto curſing? And thi 


Con 
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Conviction ſhould make Men labour to have Place 
in Chriſi, becauſe thereby they ſhall be enabled to 
pleaſe Gop, and in ſome Meaſure to bring that 
Glory to Him for which they were made. What 
an Encouragement ſhould this be for thoſe who 
have hitherto lived in the Luſt of the Fleſh, to 
come over to Chriſ and his Righteouſneſs ; and for 
others to go on with Patience through all Difficul. 
ties, becauſe in fo doing they work to that End for 
which they were made; they live to Gop, and 


bring Fruit unto Him, who hath in much Patience 


ſpared, and in infinite Love called them to Him- 
ſelf? How ſhould we praiſe God that has given us 
any Strength in any Way to do him Service ? That 
is pleaſed to account Himſoelf honoured when He is 
| obeyed by us, who ſpoil all the Works we do with 
our Corruptions? And how ſhould we huſband all 
the precious Moments of our Life to the Advantage 
of our Maſter whoſe very Acceptation of ſuch un- 
worthy Services ſhould alone be both Encourage- 
ment and Reward enough to us? The more profi- 
— =o Man lives, the more comfortably he 
ie. 


Tus ſecond Thing I will but name (having 
largely inſiſted upon it from another Text) and that 
is, That the Eftate of Sin, is an Eflate of Enmuty 
again God and his Mas This is amongſt other 
CharaQters of wicked Men by Nature, that they 
are Haters of Gop, Ram. i. 30. and Enemies of th: 
Croſs of Chriſt, by minding earthly Things, Phil. ii. 
18. 19. and this by Nature is univerſal; the Apoſtle 
uſeth three Expreſſions for the ſame Thing, I ben 
tue there Sinners, when we were without Fand, 
ohen we were Enemies, Rom. v, vi, viii. 10. to note 
that Impotency and Enmity is as wide as Sin; and 
therefore elſewhere he ſaith, That we were Enemics 
by wicked Wirks, Col. i. 21. And Our 
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| maketh it all one not to love Him, and not to keep 


his Sayings, John xiv. 24. and to refuſe Subjection 
unto Him, and to be his Enemy, Luke xix. 27. 
The very Minds of Men, and their Wiſdom, their 
pureſt Faculties, their nobleſt rations, that 
wherein they retain moſt of the of Gop 
ſtill, is yet ſenſual, earthly, fleſhly, deviliſh Enmity 
againſt Him, James iii. 15. Rom. viii. 7. In a 
Word, We are by Nature Enemies to the Will of 
Gop, by rejecting his Word; Enemies to the Spi- 
rit of Gop, by withſtanding his Operations; Ene- 
mies to the Notions of Gop, by diſliking and ſup- 

eſſing the Thoughts and Knowledge of Him 
n to the Righteouſneſs of Gop, by ſetting 
up.our own Works and Merits ; Enemies to the 
Ways of Gop, by fulfilling our own Lufts and 
wicked Works ; Enemies to the Servants of Gop, 
by Perſecutions and cruel Mockings. 


Axp how ſhould the Conſideration of this fetch 
us in to the Righteouſneſs of Chri/t, make us fall 
down and adore that Mercy which ſpared and pitied 
us when we were his Enemies! Conſider but two 
Things; Fit, What an ungrateful Thing; $ 
condly, What a fooliſh Thing it is to be Gop's E- 
nemies, as every Man is that continues in Sin with- 
out returning unto Him? ½, How -ungrateful ? 
He is our Father, and therefore there is due unto 
Him Honour: He is our Maſter, and therefore 
there is due unto Him Fear and Service: He is our 
Benefactor, He left not Himſelf without a Wit- 
neſs; all we are, all we enjoy, is from Him : He 
is the Fountain of our Life; it is his Mercy that 
we are not conſumed, his Compaſſions fail not: 


Therefore there is due unto Him Love and Reye- 


rence. He is our Purchaſer : He bought us-out of 
Bondage, when we had fold ourſelves; therefore 
there is due unto Him Homage ; nay, He humbled 


Vol. XII. 2 Him- 


6 
4 
2 
4 
7 
I 
þ 


; rn 
278 A SERMON. on 


"Himſelf in Chriſt to be our Brother, to be Gr 
Huſband ; He took our Rags, our Sores, our Dl. 
eaſes and Pain upon Him, and therefore there i; 
due unto Him all Fidelity and Obedience. 


On what an Aggravation will this be againſt the 
Sins of Men at the Laſt Day! That they baue 
been committed againſt the Mercy” and Patience, 
againſt *the Bounty and. Purchaſe, nay againſt the 
very Conſanguinity of Gop Himſelf ! He died for 
us when we were Enemies, and we will continue 
Enemies againſt Him that died for us ! And yet the 

' Folly is as great as the = ger" Conſider what 
God is; the Judge of all the World; all Eye to 
' Tee, all Ear to hear, all Hand to dtag out and pu- 
niſh the Sins and Provocations that are done unto 
Him ! A jealous Gop, and Jealouſy is moſt in- 
patient of Diſaffetion ! A conſuming Fire! And 
who amongſt us can dwell with devouring Fire! 
Who amongſt us can dwell with everlaſting Burn: 
. ings? Do we provoke the Lox p to Jealouſy ? Are 
we ſtronger than, He ? St. Paul hath reſolved his 
own Queſtion before; as long as we are Enemies, 
we are without Strength. And now for. the Cliy 
to contend with the Potter, for the Potſherd to 
ſmite the Rock, for Impotency to ſtand againit 
Omnipotency, what a Madneſs is it? Let us lea 
Wiſdom from our Saviour's Parable, ' Conſider 
whether we with our Ten Thouſand are able to go 
out againſt him that meeteth us with Twenty Thow 
ſand ? Whether we with our ten thouſand Lufts, 
are able to meet Him with twenty thouſand Angels 
and Judgments? And when we are indeed con. 
vinced, that in his Preſence no Fleſh living ſhall 
be juſtified; that it is a fearful Thing to fall into 
the Hands of the living Gop ; that our Hands wil 
not be ſtrong, nor our Hearts endure in the Day 
when He will have to do with us ; how can we pn 
| F F® 
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but ſend forth an Embaſlage ? fpecially ſince he is 
eu dot a great Way off (as it is in the Parable) but 
D aiadeth before che Door, and is nigh at Hand, and 
re vil not tatry; an Embaſſage of Repentance, to 
| zue up our Armour, to judge ourſelves, to meet 

him in the Way, of his Judgments, to make our- 
the cles vile before Him, and be humbled under His 
ave BW mighty Hand, and ſue forth Conditions of Peace 3 
ice, o meet Him as the Gibeonites did Jaſbua, and re- 
cee rather to be his Servants, than to ſtand out 
for WF g inſt him, This is certain, Gop is coming 
ive WY: 2:inſt his Enemies, his Attendants Angels, his 
the Weapons Fire: And if his Patience and Forbear- 
tat Mace make Him et keep a great Way off, that 

He may give us Time to make our Peace, O let 
the long Suffering of Gop draw us to Repentance, 
leſt we treaſure up more Wrath againſt ourſelves! 
Conſider tlie great Aggravation of that ſpiritual 
Jexebel's. Sin: I gave her Space to repent of her 
ornications, and. E re ented not. Conſider that 
the long Sufferin of Gop is Salvation, and there- 
fore let us — .* Uſe of it; labour to be found 
of him in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs, © 


Tus laſt Thing in this firſt Point propoſed was, 
How the Wan 0 the Commandment doth thus 
convince, Men, to be in the State of Sin? To this 
Lanſwer briefly, Fir/t, by quickening and putt 
5 Edge upon the inſtrumental Cauſe, the Sword 
the Spirit: For the Word of itſelf is a dead 
Letter, and profitteth Nothing, it is the Spirit 
dat puts Life and Power into it. I am full ef 
Pawer by the Spirit of the Lord to declare unte 
Jacob hrs Tranſęraſſions, faith the N Me 
ui, 8, As the Spirit is a Spirit of Life, ſo hath He 
given to the Ward to be a Word of Life, quick 
and powerful, Secondly, By writing in the Heart, 
caſting the Heart into the Mould of the Word, and 
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making as it were the Epiſtle of Chri/f, bending 
and framing the Heart to ſtand in Awe of Go 
Word; for writing his Law, and putting his Fez 
into the Heart, is the fame Thing with Gop. la 
which Reſpect (among others) Men are ſaid to be 
ſealed by the Spirit, becauſe that ſpiritual Holineß 
which is in the Word, is faſhioned in the Hearts o 
the Saints, as the Image of the Seal in the Wax, 
As the Light of the Sun doth by RefleRion from the 
Moon, enlighten that Part of the Earth, or fron 
a Glaſs that Part of a Room from which itſelf i; 
abſent: So, though the Church be here abſent from 
the Lokp, yet his Spirit by the Word doth en- 
lighten and govern it: It is not the Moon alone, not 
the Glafs alone, nor the Sun without the Moon, 
or the Glaſs that enlightneth thoſe Places upon 
whicb itſelf doth not immediately ſhine, but that a 
the Principal, by them as the Inſtruments ; ſo the 
Spirit doth not, and the Word cannot alone by i. 
felf convince or convert, but the Spirit by the 
Word as its Sword and Inſtrument. So then when 
the Spirit turns a Man's Eye inward, to ſee the 
Truth of the Word written in his own Heart, 
makes him put his Seal unto it, frameth the Willto 
fearch, acknowledge and judge the worſt of itſcl, 
to ſubſcribe unto the Righteouſneſs of GoD in con- 
demning Sin, and him for it, to take the Office 
of the Word, and paſs that Sentence upon itfelh 
which the Word doth, then doth the Word fpit- 
tually convince of Sin. 


Wnicn ſhould teach us what to look for in the 
Miniſtry of the Word; that which will convinc* 
us ; that which puts an Edge upon the Word, and 
opens the Heart, and makes it burn, namely th 
Spirit of Chrift; for by that only we can be brougſt 
_ unto the Righteouſneſs of Cbriſt; we are not to 

deſpiſe the Ordinances, when we find them 255 
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tate of ſuch human Contributions as we haply ex- 
Fries for, tho there be excellent Uſe of human 
ning, when it is ſanctified for opening the 
Word; yet it is the Word alone which the Spirit 
vorketh by; fleſhly Acceſſions of themſelves pro- 
5 no more, nor add no more real Virtue or Luf- 
tre to the Word, than the Weeds of the Field do 
unto the Cotn. We ſhould. therefore pray for the 
Spirit to come along with his Word; it is not 
enough to be at Betheſda, this Houſe of Mercy 
and Grace, unleſs the Angel ftir, and the Spirit 
move upon theſe Waters; it is He that muſt incline, 
and put the Heart into the Word, or elſe it will re- 
main as impotent as before. f 


Having ſhewed at large that the Spirit, by the 
Commandment, convinceth Men to be in the 
State of Sin, both actual and original, imputed and 
inherent z what Kind of State that is, a State of Im- 
8 and Enmity; how it doth it by quickning 
the Worg, and opening the Heart: Now we are 
very briefly to open the ſecond. Point, That the 
Spirit, by the Commandment, convinceth a Man 
to be under the Guilt of Sin, or in the State of 
Death, - becauſe of Sin. J died, from which 
we muſt note, Firft, That there is a twofold Guilt; 
V, Liableneſs unto Puniſhment, which Sin brings 
with it, and the actual Obligation, and Obnoxi- 
ouſneſs of a Perſon to Puniſhment, becauſe of Sin. 
Now in as much as Nature is not able to diſcover 
without the Spirit the whole Malignity that is in 
din; therefore it cannot ſufficiently convince of the 
Guilt of Sin, which is a Reſult therefrom, and is 
ever proportionable thereunto. 

Secondly, We note, That there is a two- 
told Conviction of this Guilt of Sin: A legal Cone 
viction, which ariſeth from two-Grounds: . 
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The preſent Senſe” of Gop's Wrath in the firſt 
Fruits thereof upon their Conſciences, which muſt 
Perforce bear Witneſs to Gop's Juſtice therein; 
yet is it much ſet forward by the Word, becauſe 
therein is made more apparent to the Soul, the 
Glory, and the Power of Gop. Secondly, Such 
a Faith as the Devils have, begotten by the Word, 
and aſſented unto by the ſecret Suggeſtions of the 
Heart, witnefling to itſelf, that it hath deſerved 
more than yet it feels ; and this a fearful Ex- 
pectation of being devoured, ſurprizeth the Heart 
with horrid Tremblings and Preſumptions of the 
nce to come, which the —_— calls the 

Spirit of Bondage and Fear. | 


Secondly, THERE is an evangelical Conviction of 
the Guilt = Sin, and the Damnation due there- 
. from the Law written in the Heart, 

* —. with the Apprehenfion of Mercy in 
the new Covenant, which begets ſuch a Pain under 
the Guile of Sin, as a Plaiſter doth to the Impoſt- 
Hhumation which withal it cures ; ſuch a Convicti- 
on, as is a Manuduction unto Righteoufneſs : And 
that is when the Conſcience doth not only Perforce 
feel itſelf dead, but hath wrought in it by the Spirit 
the fame Affection towards itſe}f for Sin, which the 
Word hath, is willing to charge itſelf, and acquit 
Gov; to indite, accuſe, arraign, teſtify, condemn 
ſelf, meet the Loxpd in the Way of his Judg- 
ments, and caſt down itſelf under his mighty Hand. 
This can never ariſe, but from a deep Senſe and 
Hate of Sin, from a Zeal r Righ 
teouſnels of GOD. 


Nov then fince the Conviftion of Sin, 050 
the Death and Guilt thereof, are not to —4. 
to Deſpair or Blaſphemy, but that they may believe 
© | a tran Righteplack of cu, , yo 
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they are then moſt likely to do, when Sin is made 
exceeding ſinful, and by Conſequence Death ex- 
ceeding deadly. Give me Leave to ſet forth in two 
Words what this Guilt of Sin is, that the Neceſſity 
of Righteouſneſs from Chriſt may appear the greater, 
and his Mercy therein be the more glorified. - 


Gv1LT is the Demerit of Sin, binding the Perſon 
in whom it is to und all the Puniſhments le- 
gilly due thereunto. This Demerit is founded not 
only in the Conſtitution, Will, and Power of Gon 
over his own Creatures, of whom he may juſtly 
require whatſoever Obedience He giveth Power to 
perform, but in the Nature of his own Holineſs 
and Juſtice, which in Sin is violated: And this 
Guilt is after a Sort infinite, becauſe it fpringeth 
out of the Averſion from an infinite Good, the 
Violation of an infinite Holineſs and Juſtice, and 
the Converfion to the Creatures infinitely, if Men 
could live for ever to commit Adultery with them. 
And as the Conſequence and Reward of Obedience 
was the Favour of Gop, conferring Life and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs to the Creature; ſo the Wages of Sin, which 
this Guilt afſureth a Sinner of, is the Wrath of 
_ which the Scripture calleth Death and the 

ur 


Tais Guilt being an Obligation to Puniſhment;. 
kadeth us to conſider, what the Nature of that 
Curſe and Death is to which it bindeth us over: 
Puniſhment bearing neceſſary Relation to a Com- 
mand, the Tranſgreſſion whereof is therein recom- 
penced, taketh in theſe Conſiderations. «et! 


Fir, On the Part of the Commander, a Will 
to which the Actions of the Subject muſt conform, 
tevealed and ſignified under the Nature of a 25 
8 | , 
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is required 
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nally, without 10 Ow can be no Sin; F 
thoug * Man N. 25 Brutiſhneſs and Impotene⸗ 
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winch he he doth. contra, cannot make 
mmands of Gon, but that they now. bi 
who have put our thei Light, and loſt (GH Li- 


— 2 Ne originally Cop made no Law to bind 
= but that unto the Obedience 


b where Te ye Reaſon and Free- will. ah A 
Dee an igation, cither- by 15 5 ubjec- 
12 to Man; or natural, as the Creature 
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yenants between Gon and Man, wher 
is bound to fulfill that Law which he was ori 5 
enabled to obſerve. 11 „ A Forfeiture, Bal 
and Demerit upon the Violation of that Law. 


| Thirdly and {a/tly, Puniſhment itſelf, Now Pu- 
niſhments are temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 


i TxMPORAL, and thoſe, ut, without a 
Man, The Vanity of the Creatures, which were at 
firſt made full of Goodneſs and Beauty, but now 
and groan under the Bondage of our Sins: 
The Wrath of Gop revealing itſelf from Heaven, 
and the Ua of Gor over- growing the Earth, 
24h, Wichin bim; al the Harbingers and Lay 
runners gf Death, Sickneſs, Pain, Povert 
preach, Fear, and after all Death itſelf: 6 55 tho 
theſe Things may be where _ 3 no Guilt i Exe 
puted, oa ſo properly, uniſhment infli 
neither the blind Man nor a og nts. bad ſinned, 
ed as in the Gme Bp — 
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may be a Malefactor and a Merchant, and to the 
one the Voyage is a Traffick, to the other a Ba- 
niſhment; yet to the Wicked, where they are not 
ſanctified, they are truly Puniſhments, and Fruits 
of Gopꝰs vindictive Juſtice, becauſe they have their 

Sting till in them: For the Sting of Death is in. 


(2.) SPIRITUAL, and thoſe three-fold. 1½, 
Puniſhment of Loſs; Separation from the Favour 
and Fellowſhip with Gop, Expulſion from Para- 
diſe, the Seat of Gop's Preſence and Love. 2dly, 
Of Senſe, the immediate Strokes of Gop's Wrath, 
Wounds of Conſcience, Scourges of Heart, Taſte 
of Vengeance, implanting in the Soul Tremblings, 
Fears, Amazements, diſtracted Thoughts, on a 
clear View of the Demerit of Sin. This made Cain 
a Runagate, and Fudas a Murderer of himſelf; yea 
ſome T ouches of it made David cry out, that his 
Bones were broken, his Marrow dried up, and 
his Fleſh ſcorched like a Potſherd; it is able to 
ſhake the ſtrongeſt Cedars, and make the Moun- 
tains to tremble like a Leaf. The Son of Gon 
Himſelf did ſweat, and ſhrink, and pray againſt it, 
and with ſtrong Cries decline it; though the ſuffer- 


ing of ſo much of it as could conſiſt with the Holi- 


neſs of his Perſon, were the Work of his Office 
and voluntary Mercy. 34h, Of Sin, when Gop 
in Anger doth forſake the Soul, and give it over to 
the Frenzy and Fury of Luſt, to the Rage and Re- 
venge of Satan, letting Men alone to join them- 
ſelves unto Idols, and to believe Lyes. Now as 
Lightning doth often blaſt and conſume the inward 


Part, when there is no ſenſible Opetatiom without; 


ſo the Judgments of Gap do often lie heavieſt 
there, where they are leaſt perceived. Hardneſs of 
Heart, a Spirit of Slumber, Blindneſs of Mind, a 


reprobate Senſe, Tradition unto Satan, giving over 
* — [ 8 — . unto 
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unto vile AﬀeRions, recompencing the Errors of 
Men with following Sins, are moſt fearful, and de- 


Judgments. 


(3.) THz Puniſhment of Sin is eternal; that 
Wrath, which in the Day of the Revelation 
God's righteous Judgment ſhall be poured forth 
upon ungodly Men. The Saints are already re- 
deemed in this Life, and are ſaid to have eternal 
Lifez but yet that great Day is by an Excellen 
called the Day of Redemption, —.— then that I 
Which is now hid, ſhall, bz fully, diſcovered. So 
on the other Side, though the W Gon, be 
re from Heaven already. agai Unrigh- 
— and abideth upon hog 47 lieve wo 
Special a is a, laſt Day Tue 
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fuſer came 4 fes forth the Glory of his Power i " 

the juſt Condemnation of ob wicked Men. 


_ $xcandly, Ix its own, Nature, becauſe it mot 
heavy — invincible. All Conqueſt over * E 
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muſt proceed either from Power, which is able to 
expell it; or from Faith and Hope, that a"Man 
'\hall be delivered from it by "thoſe that have more 
Power than himſelf : Whatever Evil it is which 
doth either keep down Nature that it cannot riſe, 
or hedge it in, that it cannot eſcape, is very into- 
lerable. Now Gop's Wrath hath both theſe in it: 


1. IT is fo great, that it exceeds all the Power 
of the Creature to overcome it, heavier than Moun- 
tains, hotter than Fire; no Chaff nor Stubble ſhall 
ſtand before it, and it ſhall be all within a Man, 
folded up in his vety Subſtance, like the Worm in 
the Wood on which it feeds. a 


2. As it is heavy, and ſo excludes the Strength 
of Nature to overcome it, fo it is infinite too, and 
thus it excludes the Hope of Nature to eſcape it. 
The Ground of which Infiniteneſs in Puniſhment, 
is the infinite Diſproportion between the Juſtice of 
Gon, which will puniſh, and the Nature of Man, 
which muſt” ſuffer. Gov's Juſtice being infinite, 
the Violation thereof in Sin muſt needs contract an 
infinite Demerit. Now the Satisfaction of an infi- 
nite Debt muſt needs be infinite, either in Degrees 
(which is impoſſible; for /, nothing can be infi- 
nite in Being, though it may in Duration, but 
only Gop; and 24h, if it could, yet a finite Veſ- 
ſe] were not able to hold an infinite 2 or elſe 
in ſome other Infiniteneſs, which is either Infinite- 
neſs of Worth in the Perſon fatisfying, or for De- 
fect of that, Infiniteneſs of Time, to ſuffer that 
which cannot be ſuffered in an infinite Meaſure. 
And this is the Reafon why Chri/? did not ſuffer 
infinitely in Time, becauſe there was in Him a 
more excellent Infinitenefs of Perſon, which raiſed 
a finite Suffering into the Value of an infinite Sa- 
ufaftion, 


Now 
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Now then to conclude all: Inaſmuch as Sin is, 
by the Law, made exceeding finful, and Death ex- 
ceeding deadly, not to legal, but to evangelical 
Purpoſes ; not to drive Men to blaſpheme or de- 
ſpair, but to believe; not to frighten them from 

ob, but to drive them unto Him in his Son; (for 
the Law comes not but in the Hand of a Mediator:) 
And inaſmuch as this is the accepted Time, and ih: 
Day of Salvation, that now He commandeth all Men 
every where to repent, becauſe He hath 75 nted a 
Day in the which He will judge the World in Righ- 
* Fs whom He doth now invite and beſcech 
in Mercy; we ſhould therefore be wiſe for our- 
ſelves, and being thus purſued and caſt in the 
Court of the Law, fly to that heavenly Chancery, 
that Office of Mercy which is ſet up in the Goſpe|, 
and that while it is yet called To-day, before the 
black Flag be hung out, before the irreverſible De: 
cree of Wrath be gone forth; for we muſt know, 
that Gop will not always be deſpiſed, nor ſuffer 
his Goſpel to wait ever upon obdurate Sinners, nor 
his Son to wait ever at our Doors, as if He ſtood 
in Need of our Admittance. But when we judge 

ourſelves unwoithy of eternal Life, aud ſtand i 
Contempt and Rebellion againſt his Court of Mer 
cy, he will diſmiſs us to the Law again. O con- 
ſider, what wilt thou do if thou ſhouldſt be dragged 
naked to the Tribunal of Chrift, and not be ab', 
with all thy Cries, to obtain ſo much Mercy fron 
any Mountain, as to live for ever under the Weigit 
and Preſſure of it! When thou ſhalt peep out d 
thy Grave, and ſee Heaven and Earth on Fire * 
bout thine Ears, and Chriſt coming in the Flame 
of that Fire, to revenge on thee the Quarrel of hi 
Covenant ; whither then wilt thou fly from the Pr 
ſence of Him that fatteth on the Throne? Let 
' therefore learn to judge ourſelves, that we may ne 
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be condemned of the LoRx D; to fly to his Sanctu- 
ary, before we be haled to his Tribunal. He re- 
quires no great Things oſ us, but only to relinquiſh 
ourſelves, and in Humility and Sincerity to accept 
of Him, and receive that Redemption by believi 

in Him, which He hath wrought by ſuffering for 
us: This, if in Truth and -Spirit we do, all the 
reſt wil] undoubtedly follow, namely, the Life of 
bur Faith here, in an univetfſal Obedience; and 


the End of our Faith hereafter, even the Salvation. 
of our Souls. . 
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Ile that hath the Son, bath Life. 


Creature to make Man happy, as being 

full of Vanity; and the Inſufficiency ot 
Man to make himſelf happy, as doing full of Sin; 
we now proceed in the laſt Place to diſcover, 


Firſt, TNA Fountain of Life and Happineſs 
CaRrisT: And | 


Hs. NG ſhewed the Inſufficiency of the 


Secondly, THE Channel by which it is conveyed, 
the In/irument whereby we draw it from 
Him, namely, "the Knowledge of Him, and 
Fellowſhip with Him in his Sufferings and Re- 
furrettion. $3217 


Tus Words contain a DoQtrine of the greateſt 
Conſequence; They contain the Sum of Man“ 


Deſires, 


„ 
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Deſires, Life; and: the Sum of Gop's Mercies,. 


Cbriſi; and the Sum of Man's Duty, Faith; Chri/t 
the Fountain, Life the Derivation, and. Faith the 
Conveyance.  , » | 

WHATSOEVER Things are excellent and de- 
firable, are in the Scripture comprized under the 
Name of Life, as the leſſer under the greater; for 
Life-ts better than Meat, and the Body than Rai- 
nent. And whatſoever Excellencies can be named, 
we haye them all from Chry1, In Him (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) are hid the Treaſures of Wiſd:m and Knaw- 
ledge; Hid, not to the Purpoſe that they may not 
be found, but to the Purpoſe that they may be 
ſought. And we may note from the Expreſſion, 
that Chrift is a Treaſure of his Father's Wiſdom ;; 
a Diſpenſer of it to the Friends and Servants of 
his Father, He is made unte us /Fiſdom. The 
Apoſtle faith, That in Him there are wn/earchable 
Riches, an unexhauſted Treaſure of Grace. and 
Wiſdom, And there had Need be a Treaſure of. 
Mercy in Him; for there is a Treaſure of Sin in 
us: So our Saviour calls it, the Treaſure of an evil 
Heart. He was full of Grace and Truth: Not as 
a Veſſel, but as a Fountain, and as a Sun, to 
note that He was not only ſull of Grace, but that 
the Fulneſs of Grace was in Him. Jt pleaſed the 
Father, that in Him fbould all Fulneſs druell. Gon 
gave not the Spirit: by Meaſure unto Him, And as- 


there is a Fulneſs in Him, ſo there is a Commu- 


mon in us; Of hes Fulneſs tur receius Grace ſor 
Grace, that is, as a Child in Generation receivetn 
from his Parents Member for Member, or the 
Paper from the Preſs, Letter for. Letter, or the 
Glaſs from the Face, Image for Image; fo in 
Regeneration, Chri/t'is formed in a Man, and he 
Ieceiveth in ſome. Meaſure and Proportion Grace 

A1 tor. 
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for Grace: There is no Grace in Chriſt appertain- 
ing to Sanctification which is not in ſome Degree 
toned in him. Thus there is in Chrift a | ul- 
neſs of Grace, anſwerable to a Fulneſs of Sin 
Which is in us. The Prophet calls Him a Prince 
Peace; not as Moſes was, 4 Man of Peace, 
but @ Prince of Peace. If Moſes had been a Prince 
of Peace, how eafily might he have inſtilled peace- 
able and calm Affections into the mutinous and 
murmuting People? But though he had it in him- 
felf, yet he had it not to diſtribute, But Chriſt 
hath Peace, as a King hath Honours, to diſpoſe 
of to whom He will. Peace I give unte you, my 
Peace Þ leave with yon. If I ſhould run over all 
the Particulars of Grace or Mercy, we ſhould find 
them all proceed from Him; He is our Paſſover, 
faith the Apoſtle. As in Zgypt, whereſoever there 
was the Blood of the Paſſover, there was Life, 
and where it was not, there was Death; ſo where 
this our Paſſover is, there is Life, and where He 
is not, there is Death: To me to live is Chriſt, 
ſaith the Apoſtle. And again, Now I live, yet net 
J. but Chriſt Iiveth in me; and the Life that I live, 
I live by the Faith of the Sen of GOD, who led me, 
and gave Himpelf for me. 


To conſider more particularly this Life which 
we have from Chri/t; Firſt, it is a Lift of Righte- 
ouſneſs ; for Life and Righteouſneſs are in the Scrip- 
ture taken for the ſame, (becauſe Sin doth imme- 
diately make a Man dead in Law, He that Believeth 
not is condemned already.) And this Life (being a 
Reſurrection from a preceding Death) hath two 


Things belonging to it : 


1. THERE is a Liberty and Deliverance wrought 
for us from that under which we were before 


held. 5 
2, THERE 


— 


the Life of CHRIST, 


2, THERE is an An purchaſed for us, 
the Priviledge and Honour of U called the Sons 
of Go conferred upon us. Ne 


THERE are three Offices or Parts of the Medi-- 
ation of Oi rt aTveviint 316 5 | 

(1.) Hrs Satisfaction, as He is our Bete 5 
whereby He paid our Debt, underwent the Curſe 
of our Sins, bear them all in his Body upon the 
Tree, became ſubject to the Law ſor us, in dur 
Nature; and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in the Law 
Equine," a 1 pry and cn ana 7 Yi 


(2. ) I Chriſt as a Mediator, there. is a Merit 
belonging to both theſe Acts of Obedience in 
Him, by Virtue of his infinite Perſon which was 
the Prick, and of his Divine Nature which was 
the Altar, that offered up and ſanctified all his 
Obedience. By the Redundancy of which Merit 
after Satisfaction thereby made unto his Father's 
1 for: our Debt) there is ſurther a Purchaſe 
made of Grace, and Glory, and of all Wos 
Things in our Behalf. He was made of a 
man, made under the Law: Firſt, To redeem theſe 


that torre under the Law; which is the Satisfaction 


and 1 He hath wrought. Secondly, That 
we might receive the Adoption or the Inheritance o 


dun which is the Ourcdale He hath made for us. 


(30 ase is the e * EL of Chrilt 2s our: 


Advocate, which is the e of theſe his. 
Merits to his Father for us, whereb Dy He. applyeth 
and perpetuateth unto us the E 


&ts of them, 
namely our ee * our een or In- 
heritance: . 


We are delivered: Fre , from the Guilt n 
6 ndemnation. of In: Frere 1 1 Condemna- 
W tibn 
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tion 1 them that are in Chriſt Jeſus ; their Sin 
are blotted out, and forgotten, and caſt into the D 

en 


Secondly, Ws are delivered from the Law, fo 
far forth as it is the Strength of Sin ; and are con- 
ſtituted under another and better Government, 
which the Apoſtle calls Grace, or the Law of Faith. 


Thirdly, Wx are delivered from thoſe Effects of 
2 Spirit _ Bondage which came along with the 
A are principally three: 1/, To 
manifeſt to — 90 — a Man * in a 
deſperate and damnable Condition; inStead where- 
of there comes with Chriſ to the Soul a Spirit of 
Adoption, and of a found Mind, which fays unto- 
the Soul, that Gop is our Salvation, ſettles the 
Heart to reſt on, and cleave to God's Promiſes; 
feols, fecures, certifies our Inheritance unto us. 
24ly, To ſtop the Mouth, and drop out of God's 
Preſence, and leave him utterly inexcuſable,, that 
a Man ſhall have nothing to alledge why the 
Curſe ſhould not be pronounced againſt him, but 
mall in his Conſcience ſubſcribe to the Righteoub 
neſs of God's Severity: Inſtead whereof, we have 
in Chrift-a free Approach into Gop's Preſence; 
Words put into our Mouths by the Spirit of Sup- 
plications to reveal our Requeſts, to-debate, and 
plead in God's Court of Mercy; to clear our- 
ſelves from the Accuſations of Satan, and to ap- 
peal from them to Chr. 3dly, To terrify and 
affright the Soul with a fearful Expectation of hery 
"Wrath and Execution of the Curſe : In Stead 
whereof the Soul is calmed with a ſpiritual Sere- 
nity and Peace, which is the Beginning of Gov's 
Kingdom, armed with a ſweet Security and Lion- 
like Boldaeſs, againſt all the Powers and Aſſaults 
of Men or Devils, crowned and refreſhed 175 
* ha 4” | . e 
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the Joy of Faith, with the Firſt-fruits of the Spi- 

rit, with the Cluſters of the heavenly Canaan, 

with the Earneft of its Inheritance, with the Pre- 

apprehenſion of Gop's Preſence and Glory. This 

is the Life of Righteouſheſs which we have from 

Chriſt; Aver, a Redemption and Deliver 
ance from Sin and the Law; and via, a Privi- 

ledge, Right and Intereſt unto the purchaſed Poſs 

ſeſhon. W 


Hz that hath the Son hath Life, in Regard of 
Holineſs ; as he hath received Chriſt Jeſus thy 
Lox, ſo he walketh in Him; we are in Him cre+ 
ated { or raiſed up from the firſt Death) unte gel 1 
Works, that we ſhould walk in them. Of ourſelves 
we are without Strength, without Love, without 
Life, have no Power, no Liking, no Poffibility to do 
Good, nor any Principle of Holineſs or Obedience 
in us. It is He that ſtrengthens, that wins, that 
quickens us by his Spirit to his Service, that gives 
us that Holineſs which is properly called Life. 


For, 


: 


Hirt, LirE hath ever an internal Principle, 2 
Seed within itſelf, a natural Heat with the Foun- + 
tain thereof, by which the Body is made operative 
and vigorous ;. and therefore in living Creatures 
the Heart firſt liveth, becauſe it is the Forge of 
Spirits, and the Fountain of Heat. S0 Holineſs 
which comes from Chri/t begins within, proceed 
eth from an ingraſted and implanted Seed, from 
the Fear and Love of Gop in the Heart. The 
Conſcience is cleanſed, the Spirit of the Mind is 
renewed, the Delights and Defires of the Heart 
are changed, the Bent and Biaſs of the Thoughts 
are new ſet, Chriſt is formed and dwelleth withia, 
the whole Man is baptized with the Hab wr - i 
with Fire, which from the Altar of the Heart, 


where 
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where it is cit kindled, breaketh out, and quick- 
neth 0 . bined, and Member.” Fire wh en it 


r not be hid or 11 in. 


„ Lirz, hath ever a nutritive Appetite 
joined with it, and that is moſt ſet upon ſuch 
hings as are of the ſame Matter and rinciples 

with the Nature nouriſhed: So where a Man is 
by the Spirit of Chr: qu uickened to a Life of 2 
neſs, he will have a H ering, Thirſting, 
moſt ardent AﬀeCtion to all thoſe: ſincere, = 
rupted, and heavenly Truths which are propor- 


tionable to that Spirit of Chi which is in him. 


4 Lirx is generative and communicative 
of it ſelf; all living Creatures tend to propagate 
their Kind; ſo that Spirit of Holineſs which we 
have from ri i/t, is a fruitful Spirit, that endea- 
yours to ſhed, multiply, and derive Himſelf from 
one to another. Therefore He deſcended in fir) 
Tongues, to note this multiplying and-communica- 
ting Property which He hath. Tongue is 
Member made for Communion, and nothidg lo 
generative of itſelf as Fire. 


Laſtly, Wrtrs there is Life, there is gen: 
too of any Violence offered to it; ſo where the 
Spirit of God is, there will be a Temdernch, and 
| Grief from the Sins or Temptations which aſſault 

Na. A living Member is ſenſible of the ſmalleſt 

rick, whereas a Body in the Grave is not pained, 
nor difafſeded with the Weight and Darkneſs of 
the Earth, the Gnawing of Worms, the Stench 
of Rottenneſs, nor any Violences of Diſſolution, 
"becauſe 55 Principle, of Senſe is departed ;. c tho | 
N en lie in rotten and noiſome Luſis, e lin 
Roc G uilt of many Filo of Sins like ſo mani on 


ders and Manntgins on their Soul, daily cut tin 


tea 
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tar themſelves like the Lunatick in the Goſpel, 
vet they feel nothing of all this, becauſe they have 
no Life in them: Whereas another, in whom 
Gbriſt is formed, would be conſtrained with Tears 
of Blood, and moſt bitter Repentance, to waſh. 
the Wound of Spirit, which but one-of thoſe un- 
clean Actions would make within them. 


Now, he who hath the Son, hath Holineſs upon 
upon two Grounds, according to that double Re- 
ation which Holineſs hath to Chr. For it re- 
ſpecteth Him as the Principle and Fountain from 
whence it comes, and as the Rule or Pattern to 
which it anſwers. Holineſs is called the Image of 
Gop : Now as the Face is both the Fountain of- 
that Image which is ſhed upon the Glaſs, and 
the exact Pattern of it too; ſo Chriff is both the 
principle of Holineſs, by whom it is wrought, and 
the Rule unto which it is proportioned. a 


Firſt, Car1sT is the Principle and Fountain of 
Holineſs, as the Head is of Senſe or Motion; from 
Him the whole Body is joined together, and com- 
paced, and ſo maketh hh of itſelF- in Love. 
The Ointment ran down from Aaron's Head unte 
the Skirts of his Garment, to note the Effuſton of 
the Spirit of Holineſs from Chri/t unto his loweſt: 
Members; Ye have received an Unction from the 
Holy One, ſaith the Apoſtle. What this Influence 
of Cbriſt into his Members is, we ſhall more par- 
nee open in the conſequent Parts of this Diſ- 
courie, - 


| Secondly, CR ISH is the Rule and Pattern of Ho- 
lineſs to his Church. Our Sanctification conſiſteth 
only in a Conformity to his Ways. For more diſ- 

unct Underſtanding of which we muſt note, 


Firfty- 
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Nit, Tar Chriff had ſeveral Ways and 
Works to walk through. Sometimes we find 
Him walking to Galgatha, and the Garden, which 
was the Work of his Paſſion. Sometimes to the 
Mount with Peter, Fames, and Fobn,, which was 
the Work of his Glory and Transfiguration. Some- 
times upon Sea and through the 555 of Enemits, 
which was his Work of Power and Miracles. Some. 
times in the Midſt of the ſeven Golden Candle. 
ſticks, which was his Work of Government, Guid- 
ance, and Influence on the Church. Laſily, we 
find Him going about and doing Good, ſubmitting 
Himſelf to . going apart by Himſelf to 
pray, and into other the like Works of his ordinary 
Obedience. | 


Second'y, Ox theſe Works of Cbriſt, we muſt 
note, that ſome are uncommunicable,. others com- 
municable. | | 


+ IncCOMMUNICABLE are, 1. his Works of Merit 
and Mediation. There is but one Mediator betwin 
Gop and Man, the Man Chriſt. There it no other 
Name under Heaven by which a Man may be ſave, 
but the Name of Chriſt. There is no Redemption 
nor Interceſſion to be wrought by any Man, bu 
by Cbriſt. 


2. His Work of Government and Influence into 
the Church, his diſpenſing the Spirit, his quickning 
of his Word, his ſubduing his Enemies, his collect 

ing his Members, are all perſonal Honours whic 
* unto Him as Head of the Church. Those 
which are communicable, and wherein we a 
be by his Grace made Partakers, are ſuch as cithet 
to- the other Life, or to this. In the othe 


Life, our Bodies ſhall be conformed to the gloriow 
Rody of Chrift; when He afpeareth, we _—_ 
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| WY made like unto Him, by the Power whereby he ſub- 
LW dicth all Things unto Himſelf. Here ſome are again 
v WH extraordinarily communicable, being for Miniſt 
end Service, not for Sanctity or Salvation. Suc 
ere the miraculous Works of the Apoſtles, which 
were granted to them by Way of ins; Others 
ordinarily, and univerſally, to all his Members. 
do then it remains that our Sanctification, conſiſts 
in a Conformity to the Ways of Chriſt's ordinar 
Obedience. The whole Life of Chriſt was a Diſ- 
cipline, a living, ſhining, and exemplary Precept 
unto Man, a viſible Commentary on Gop's Law. 
Therefore we find ſuch Names given unto Him in 
the Scriptures, as ſignify not only Pre-eminence, 
but Exemplarinefs; A Prince, a Leader, a Gover- 
nour, a Captain, an Apeſile and High Prieft, a chief 


S as _ ” 7 x 


— 


N $4-p4:r4 and Biſhop, a Fore-runner into Glory, a 
Lebt to the Fews, a Light to the Gentiles, a Light 

t every Man that entereth into the World. All which 
Fides, as they declare his Dignity, that He was 
che Firſt-born of every Creature, ſo they intimate 
ny likewiſe that He was propoſed to be the Author and 
Pattern of Holineſs to his People. All other Saints 
e to be imitated only with Limitation, fo far as 
* they expreſs his Life and Spirit. Be ye Followers of 


me, even as am of Chriſt. But we muſt never pin 
our Obedience on the Example of any Saint. Chil- 
dren of Light indeed they are, but their Light is 
a like the Light of the Moon, ſubject to Mixtures, 


0; Waverings, Decays, Eclipſes. Chri/t is the only 
; Sun of Righteouſneſs, that hath a Plenitude, Inde- 
"cf fciency, unerring Holineſs, which neither is de- 
5 ceived nor can deceive, | 

« Now further, this Conformity to Cbriſt, muſt 
0 57 290 l 
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1. Ix his active Obedience to-the Law, Lean 
me (faith He) for I am meek and lowly. I bote 
given you an Example that you ſhould do as I hay 
done unto yon. The Action was but temporary, 
and according to the Cuſtom of the Place and Age; 
but the Affection was univerſal, the Humility of 
his Heart: Let the ſame Mind, faith the Apoſtle 
be in you, which was in Chrifl ; that is, have the 
ſame * Opinions, Affections. Compal: 
ſions, as Chrift had: Xs He which hath called yu 
is Holy, fo be ye Holy in all Manner of Converſa- 


tion. 


2. In his paſſive Obedience, though not in the 
End or Purpoſes, yet in the Manner of it, Ru 
_ with Patience, faith the Apoſtle, the Race which i; 
et befere-you : Locking unte Jeſus, who for the Jy 
that was ſet before Him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſed 
the Shame If the Head be gotten through a ſtrait 
Place, all the Members will venture after. There⸗ 
fote ſince Chri/t hath gone through Shame, Conti 
diction and Death to his Glory, let us not be we: 
ried, nor faint, or deſpair in our Minds, The 
Head doth not think all its Work ended when it 
is gotten through .itſelf, but taketh Care, and i 
mindful of the Members that follow. "Therefore 
the Apoſtle calls our Sufferings a Fulfilling or mat- 
"ing up of the Suferinge of Chriſt. The Reſolution 
of all is briefly this, Ve muſt follow Chriſt in th 
"Things whith He both did and commanded; not it 
thoſe Things which'He did, but not commanded, 


Ls r us farther conſider the Grounds of ths 
Conformity which is between the ſpiritual Life o 
Chriſtians and of Chriſt, Fir, this was one « 
the Ends of Chris Coming. Two Purpoſes li: 
came for: A Reſtitution of us to our Intereſt in 
Salvation, and a Reſtoring our original at” 

E 2 
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an He came to ſanctify and cleanſe, the Church, that 
WW it Heu be boly. and E Blemiſh ; unblameable, 
n and unreproveable; in hig Sight : To redeem, and to 
turify his People. The one is the Work of his Merit, 
ge; which goeth upward to the Satisfaction of his Father; 
me other the Work of his Spirit, which goeth down= 
ward to the Sanctification of his Church. In the 
one He beſtoweth his Righteouſneſs upon us by Im- 
dal. putation 3, in the le faſhioneth his Image in 
by Renovation, That Man then hath no Claim 
„che Payment Chri/# hath made, nor to the In- 

heritance He hath purchaſed, who hath not the Life 
of Chrift faſhioned in his Nature and Converſa- 


the WY tion. | | os, 
0 | 27 IRS ; 49 : 4? 4 rl TO! 
55 Bur if Chrift be not only à Saviour to redeem, 


Jy but a Rule to ſanctify, what Uſe is left to the Law ? 
2 { anſwer, that the — is ſtill a Rule, but not a 
comfortable, effectual, delightful Rule without 


, applying, and ſweetning it to us. The 
a Law only comes with . — 2 but Cbriſt with 
uf ng Love, Willingneſs, and Life to obey _ 
de them. The Law alone comes like a Schoolmaſtec 


with a Scourge, but when Clriſl comes with the 
Law, He comes as a Father, with Precepts to teach, 
and with Compaſſions to ſpare. The Law is a Lion, 
and Chriſt our Sampſon, that flew the Lion; as 
long as the Law is alone, ſo long it is alive, and 
comes with Terror upon every Soul it meets: But 
when Chrift hath ſlain the Law, taken away 
which was the Strength of it, namely the Guilt of Sin, 
then there is Honey in the Lion, Sweetneſs in the 
Duties required by the Law. It is then an eaſy Yoke, 
and a Law of Liberty, the Commandments are 
not then grevious, but the Heart delighteth in them, 
and loveth them, even as the Honey and the Honey- 
comb, Of itſelf it is the Cord of a Judge, which 
bindeth Hand and Foot, and ſhackleth unto Con- 
. demnation, 


402 ASAM 
demnation, but b Ar it is made the Cord ct 


4 Man, and h& Ba Loye, by which he reach- 
&h N even a8 a Nurſe her intent 8 


8 eee wen needs enn in 2 
r W ee” if we confider the —— 
of it. ſunckiffed when we ate 
dds x ich that Image of Gop, after whi 


were at firff created. A; He Have dornke the Ting 
of rhe, Earthly Adam, who was taken out of the 
Earth, an Image of Sin, and Guilt: So we muſt 
bear the Ji Fes of the Heavenly Adam, who is the 
Lokp eaven, an . of Life and Holineſs. 
IH: are to 4 conformed to the Image of the Sen: Con- 
formed in his Nature, Holineſs ; in his End, 52 
c, and in the Way thereunto, Suffer 
Bebolging with open Face as tn a G haſt: 
W: is, in Chr, or in the Face of Chrift, the 
Ee Dor are changed into ho Rene Fn 
758 CH Image of his res ay we 
im) Ny to „ that is, either fron 
degun in Obedience and Grace here, wt! 
un confummate. in 'Heayen' hereafter; or from 
Ghry t Glory, chat is, Grace for. Grace; the 
1 Image of Gov's Holme fi in Chrift, produc- 
ing itfe]f in the Hearts of the Fable, as an J 
mage of Light ſhining on a Glaſs, doth from thence 
faſhion itſelf on the Wall, or in Glas 
Thar is the [mage o Gov; now mn. an lage 
inen, 


e x herrn of one Thing wow at 


' Secandly 4 e Derivation, Impreſ- 
fan of that Sim 1 en one from the other, 

n #h there be Humiſieo of ON nk 
Ferthe 0 due is not the Image the other. N 


22 


of 
h- 
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thro 

pers the  Fleſhs in that Fleſh He was made 
viſible; and we haye an Acce(s into the Holieſt of 
all thr 
in that 


lo wa lle in Him revea 
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then when an is unixerſally loſt, that, no 
Man living can furniſh his oy He; ith it, to 
ay from * another for himſelf, e iu 
i by the Original, or el 6 it, cannot 
Ck o 11 chere was an univerſal Ob- 
litetation of GaD's ho 1 2 565 of one, and 
his Poſterity. Unto therefore Himſe fr. 25 
muſt have Recourſe to repair this Image again; 
how can this be? The Apoſtle tells us, that F 


13..an- inacceſſable, an unapproachable. Go, no 


Man can draw near Him, but he will be 8 
like the Stubble by the! 55 Sh FE, 

could come near. Him (as. ſome 

far from every one of us ; ( e is an inviſible 5 


no Man can: ſee Him and live: no Man can _ 


a View of bis Face to new-draw it again. We 


are all by Sin come ſhort of his Glory ; as im 


ible it is . any Man, to become holy again, - as it 


is to ſee t . is inviſible, or to approach 


unto, that Which is inacceffible; except the Lob 


be pleaſed throug b ſome Veil or other, to exhibit 
his Image. again 1 5 us, and through ſome Glaſs 


to let ſhine upon us, we. ſhall be everlaſtingly de- 


ſtitute of it. And this He hath been pleaſed to do 
the Veil of Crit $ Fleſh; Gop wes me- 


the Veil, that is to Jay, Cbriſt s Fleſh; 

lclh He was made acceſſible, B Him, 
faith the Apoſtle, we haws an Acc. s unte the Father : 

He: — the Image of the in vi ible Gop; He that 
hath ſeen Him, E ſeen the Father. For as Gop 
the, World unto Himſelf, 
g Himſelf unto the World. 
No Man hath 172 QD, af any | Time z the on by n 


was in Num recongali 


len San whiodTs. ths Byſow of the Father, 


reucaled Him. 


een 15 


304 A SERMON on 

| ruh, Cousin the of the myftica! 
Body. It is a true Rule, . which Fe 
and beſt in any Kind, is the Rule and Meafure of the 
reſt; And therefore Chri? being the firſt and chief 
Member in the Church, is the Ground of Confer: 
mity to the reſt. And there is indeed à mutual 
_ Suitableneſs between the Head and the Members. 
Chrift by Compaſſion conformable to his Member 
in their Infirmity, ( have nat an High- Prey 
. who cannot be touched with a Freeling of our Infirni- 
ties) and the Members by Communion conforma- 
die to Cris in his Sanctity: Bath He that ſantii- 
feth, and they that are ſanflified are One. © 


Lash, CurisT is the Sum of the whole Scrij- 
tures ; and therefore neceſſarily the Rule of Holinek, 
For the Seripture is profitable to make a Man perfeh, 
and to furniſh him unto all good Works, St. Paul 
profeſſeth, that he with-held Nothing which wa 
profitable, but delivered the whole Council of Gon; 
and yet elſewhere we find the Sum of his Preach- 
ing was, Chriſt crucified: And therefore that which 
the Scripture calls, The Writing of the Law in or 
Hearts, it calls the Forming of Chrift in us; to note, 
that Chriſt is the Sum and Subſtance of the while 
Lato. He came to Men firſt in his Word, and 
aſter in his Body; fulfilling the Types, accompliſh- 
ing the Predictions, orming the Command, 
removing the Burdens, exhibiting the Precepts « 
the whole Law in a moſt exemplary and perſed 
Converſation. _ 


Now. for our farther Application of this Doc- 
trine to Practice: We may hence firſt receive 1 
two · fold Inſtruction; fit, touching the Proportion 
wherein our Holineſs muſt bear Conformity to 
Chriſt. Here then we may obſerve german 
* rn | # 1 


= Iu He Ae Di. 


r T Kr r e 
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and there but in Meaſure; So the gn 
mage 
11 — Gon: * be that e. 
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therein een. hy be row onal ho 
Cms: i 1 


| Firſts: Ir muſt have the. * Privciple and IP 


| with Chriſt's, mans rs his pinch As in $8 .HH there 


were two Natu res, 

alineſs aſter a feverdl In e tis Divige 

ature He was Holy by Effence e underivative- 
ly; in his Human by Conſecration, and UnQidn 
* Wis and in this we are to bear Propor- 
tion to Our Holineſs muſt proceed from 
the fame Spiele whereby He was ſanCtified;:tho ugh 
we have not as He, a Flenitude of the Spirit 
r 
Him: As it pe ge Light which break: 5 1 tarth 
to the Nawning of the Day, and inhereth in the 
glorious Body e of the RY though bere in 4 oy 
e 
with Chrib, 


Ve are all changed into the ſame 1, 


m B Spirit. 


4 


Secondly, Oun Holineſs muſt be ona 


Chrif?'s in the Ends of 
If, Tus Glory of Gop : Fave , Bi He 
I have glorified Thee on Earth; 1 nid th 


Work which Thou gaveſt Me to Wherein 
there are three Things . ee „ I. 
Gop muſt firſt give our Works, before we mu 
do them: We — have his Warrant and Autho- 
rity for all we do. If a Man could be ſo full of i 1 
regular and uppreſcribed Devotion, às to offer 
vers of Oil, or Mountains of Catile, or the Ff 
horn of Big Body far the Sin of his Soul ; ſhould 
neglett-and mpacerate;his ody, and r 
L a dead Carcaſs; yet pare 
lou d have not. fuſt r 1 of him, re 


prove 


300 ASt of 
prove but the Pride of a fleſtly Mind. 205 As 
we muſt do Nothing but that which Gop requires, 
and gives us to do, ſo we muſt therein aim at his 
Glory; as his 2 1 be the Ground, ſo 
— onour muſt be End of all our Works: 
And 30h, Gov is neyer glorified but s 

orks. To begin, bn, ng k, is to ( 
15 Chri/t to Shame. | 


24%, Aut Chriffs Wotks were done for the 
Good of the Church. He was given and born for 
us; He was made Sin and à Curſe for us. For our 
Righteouſneſs and Redemption he came, and te- 
turned again. When the Apoſtle urgeth the Ph; 
 lippians not to look to their own Things, but ev 
an alſo on the Things of others, he preſſli eſſe 
them with this Argument, Let the ſame Mind b. 
an you which was in Chriſt Jeſus. He thought it 
"no Robbery tobe equal with Gop; and therefore 
to Him there could be no Acceſſion; all that He did 
was for his Church: And this St. Pau! fealeth with 
his own Example, If I be 5 0 upon the Sacrifit 
and Service ws Path rejoice 55 

you all, A clewhere;' 7 wit” 4 lh ſpend 
2 be ſpent for you, choug h hy ah more abundant) 
T love you, the | 5 7 be loved. Only here is the 
Difference, Chriff*s Obedience was meritorious for 
the Redemption of his Church, ours only mini- 
terial for the Edification of the Church. 


| rah, Oun Hatinel muſt be eppes 
Chrift in the Parts of it. It muſt be univerſal: The 
whole Man moſt be ſpiritually _ formed and orga- 
nized to the Pattern of Chrift, Every 6.4 muſt 
Have its Meaſure, and way oint its Supp Ho- 
linefs is a Reſurrection; all that which 2 muſt be 
reſtored, and it is a Gehetadon: all the Parts d 
Him that „* be falmoned. T — 
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Men. "I it i full, 


I Pedet ancti throughout, and I pray Gop 
[4 r oof pirit, Soul and Body may be pre. 
feu blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lo KD 
Jesvs Cunis r. | 


Lofty; Ovn, Holinefs muſt be SreguRtiedied'to 
Grit in the Manner of Working: I thall obſerve 
but three Particulars, 


"2 


%, Ir maſt be done with Self-denial 5 he that 


will follow Chri/t muſt deny himſelf - Chrift for us 
denied Himſelf, and his own Will; his natural 


Love towards his own Life yielded to his merciful | 


Love towards his Members; ct as will in 
natural Deſire to decline Diſfolution, but as Thou 
wilt in thy merciful Purpoſe to fave thy Church. 
Many Men will be content to ſerve Gop as long as 
they may withall advantage themſelves: But to ſerve 
Him — deny themſelves, i is a Wen whieh — 
have not learned. 


Chrift emptied Himſelf, and became obedient : It 
was his. Meat and Drink to do the Will of his Fa- 
ther, even unto that bitter Work of his Paſſion, 
though as made of a Woman, Partaker of the ſame 
natural Affections, with us, He did decline it, and 
ſhrink from it; yet, as made under the Law, He 
did 2 voluntarily and obediently undertake it. 

—y epared Me a Body : In the Volume 
of thy it ts written of Me, Lo, I come to do 
thy Will, 0 Gov. 


Jah, Ovn Holineſs maſt have! Growth * 
Proficiency with it. Let theſe Things be in you 
and abound; as it is ſaid of Chi, That Ze 7 in- 
creaſed in Wiſdom and Favour 'with Go p ad 


and 


's 
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26h, Ir muſt be 4 in Obedience to Gov. 


* 
SET — 
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A. had. the Spirit without N N 

omb; for inaſmuch as his Div ature was 
his Infancy as fully. united to his + 4s ever, 
1 — - Waggpb certain it is, Chri/t was ever full of (rac 
and 2 ; but that excludes not his Growth ln 


— ernapy {ly eee 12323 pad by. yr 


» From this Doctrine 7 AT UH In 
Holinefsto the Life of Cbriſt, we may be inſtructed 
touching the Vigour of the Law, and the Con- 
currency thereof with the Goſpel. rig, ay 
That C is the End of the Law, and that 
are not under the Law, but under Grace: 

is as true, hat Chrift came not todeftroy the n 
and that no Jot nor Little thereof ſhall fall toth 
Ground. We are not under the Law for Juſtit: 
cation of our Perſons, as Adam; nor for Satisfa- 
4ion * Divine Juſtice, as thoſe that — but 
we are under a Rule of Living. It. is now pub- 
liſhed from Mount Sion as a | Page, Liberty, 
Bondage. The Obedicn . 

ce 18 not re 

| 3 e. 1s . n 
* 


e ed % as it 
ben dane, and Miniſtry of Death, 


2. Hs hath, n 
eiples of Diſobedience upon us; Wiſdom to con 
trive, Will to deſire, Strength to execute, Loc 
to delight in the Services of it: Tho * on 


rer ee * 


bad Hz hath, by his exemplary 45 chalks 


out Unie bs, and conducted us in the Way, of U 
Þulioges; for all.cus (Yedience.comes from Cory 
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ind that either as to Members from his Spirit, or 
as to Diſciples, from his Doctrine and Example 
We ſee then the Neceſſity of our being in Chriff, 
not only for Righteouſneſs, but for ience; 
for we muſt have Life, before we can have Opera- 
tion. If we live in the Spirit, let us walk alſo in 
the Spirit: Whereas out of Chris a Man is under 
the whole Law, as an inſupportable Yoke, as an 
impoſſible and yet inexorable Rule ; as a Covenant 
of Righteouſneſs, and Condition by which he muſt 
de tried, by which he muſt everlaſtingly ſtand or 
fall before the Tribunal of Chrift, when He ſhall 
come in flaming Fire to take Vengeance on thoſe 
who, though convinced of their Inſufficiency to 
obſerve the Law, have yet diſobeyed the Goſpel of 
our Loky JesUs CHRIST. | . 


Lash, Hr that hath the Son, hath the Life of 
Glory affured to him: For He hath made us fit to- 
gether with Him in heavenly Places; and when He 
appears, we ſhall be like Him, -and be ever with 
Him, He is aſcended to his Father and our Father, 
to his Gop and our Gop; and therefore to his 
Kingdom and our Kingdom: His by perſonal 
Propriety ; ours by his Purchaſe and Merit, and 
by our myſtical Union and Fellowſhip: with Him. 

e is gone to prepare a Place for us. In Earth 
he was our Surety to anſwer the Penalty of our 
Sins, and in Heaven He is our Advocate, to take 
Poſſeſſion of that Kingdom for us: Our Captain 
and Fore-runner, and High-Prieſt, who hath» not 
only carried our Names, but hath broken off the 
Veil of the Sanctuary, and given us Acceſs into 
the Holieſt of all. And he that hath the Son, 
hath this Life already in three Regards: 1/4, He 
hath the Price that procured it eſteemed his. It 
was bought with the precious Blood of Chrift in 
dis Name, and to his Uſe; and 93 


. 
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may occupy and poſſeſs it by ſome other Per. 
ſon, -2dy, He hath it in Promiſe, he hath Gov' 
Charter, bis Aſſurance ſealed wich an Oach, an 
a double Sacrament, to eſtabliſh bis Heart in the 
Expectation of it. By two immutable Thing, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, namely, the Mord and the Oath 
2 God, we heve ſtrong Conſolation, and get 
round of Hope; which Hope is ſure and ſted- 
faſt, and leadeth us to that Place wich is within 
the Veil, whither Chris, our Fore-runner is gone 
before us. 3dly, He hath it in the Earneſt, and 
Firſt · fuits of it: in thoſe few'Cluſters of | Grapes, 
and Bunches of Figs, thoſe. Graces of C 
Spirit, that Peace, Comfort, Serenity, which 4 
bed forth already from that heavenly Canada 
The Holy Spirit of Promiſe is the Earneſt of our 
Inheritance, until the Redemption and full Fruii- 
on and Revelation of our purchaſed Poſſeſian t 
the Praiſe: of bis Glory. The Graces of the S- 
rit in the Soul, ate aß certain Evidences of Salus, 
tion as the Day · Stat, or the Morning Dawn, is 
the enſuing Day, or Sun · riſing. For all Tpiritu! 
Things in the Soul, are the Beginnings of Ha 
ven, Parcels of that Spirit, che Fulneſs and Re 
due whereof is in Chri/7's keeping to adorn us vi 
- when he ſhall preient us unto his Father. 
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O THEN where the Treaſure is let the Hearts; 
- where the Body ia, let 9 reſort; ii F 
are already Freemen of Heaven, Jet our Thought 
our Language, our Converſation, our Tru { 
"he dar Heonen. | Let un fes ou Faces co " 
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Home; let us awake unt ef Sleep, conſu 
that now our Salvation is nearer than when we 
rſt bolie ved. If we have a Hope to be like Him 
x his Coming, <0 — ——— —— 
i pure; ſince there is a Prize, Calli 

Crown before us, let us preis with all bi. 
olence of Devotion, never think ourſelves far 
but our Hearts ſtilt, and lay Hold 
to farther our Progreſs: Since 
there is a Reft remaining forthe People. of: Gon, 
let us labour to enter into it, and to bold faſt our 
Profeſſion, - that as wy os — — — 
de accepted of Him. 2 


beronahy, Since we know that. if our. earthly 
mW this Tabernacle be di ſſiluad, ur bat 4 

ing of Go, an Flouſe not made wah Hands, 
_ 


e 
on every Adva 


our Fleſh, and groan after our Redemption; let 
us long for the tion of the Sons of Gon, 


ah, JON Ts ane 


Thirdly, Lav us, with enlarged and ravidhed 
MeQtions, wich all the Vigour and Activity of 
enſſamed Hearts, recount the great Love of 'Gon, 
who hath not only delivered us from his Wrath, 
but made us Sons, married his own infinite Ma- 
jeſty to our Nature, in the Unity of his Sr ia _ 
ſon, and made us in Him, Kin 
Heirs unto GoD. Beloved, — 
ow unſearchable, how bottomleſs, how 
he Apprehenſion of Mea or Angels is the Love 
70D to us, faith the Apoſtle, that un. 
d the Sons of G | 


Loft, Ir Gon will glorify us with his. Life 
Tea — (Pt EN 
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the Heavens ; let us feel —— 


and for his Appearing, as the Saints — 
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Kd 
rify Him in our Lives here. It was our Saviour 
Agument (who might have entered into Glory a 
own Glory, without any ſuch Way of Pro 
curement, if his own voluntary Undertaking the 
—— Mediator had not concluded Him) G 

Me with Thyſelf, with the Glory that I had with 
before the World was; for I have glorified The 
on Earth, I have finiſhed the Work whic gaveſi 
Me to do. If we are indeed perſuaded that there 
is laid up for us a Crown of Righteouſneſs, let us 


reſolve to fight a Fight, to finiſh our Courſe, 
to keep the Faith, to bring forth much Fruit, that 


our Father may be glori 


- Tues are the Branches of that Life which ve 
have from-Chrift. And we have them from Hin 
as the Son, as a middle Perſon between us and 
his Father. ½, Becauſe the Son hath his Father's 
Seal; hath Judgment, Power, Liberty to diſpoſe 
— 150 — 5 Life and Salvation to whom by 
or the Meat that endureth unto eter 
— 7, — the Son of Man ſhall ve nc 5s 
for hath Gon . Fatber ſealed. 2dly, Be 
cauſe the Son is in his Father's Boſom, hath hi 
Heart, his Ear, his Affections, and therefore He 
is heard always in whatſoever He deſireth for any 
of his Members: And this Intereſt in his Father' 
Love was that by which he raiſed Lazarus unto 
— ly, He that hath the Son, bat 
which the Father ever gave unto 
— He cannot deny Life where He hat 
en the Son; He cannot with-hold Silver, where 
prens hath given Gold and Diamonds: 1f He ſpuru 
not his Son, but delivered Him up for us all, bw 
Hall He not with Him freely give us all Things ? 


- Now our Life is conveyed from unto us 


Fu, By Imputation-of kia. Merit a 
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perſons are made acceptable to Gon. Secondly, 
By Inſuſion of, or Communion with his Spirit, 
which ſancti fies our Nature, and enables us to do 
ſpiritual Services. For though we exclude Works 
from procuring Juſtification, yet we require them 
of every juſtined Man; neither doth any Faith 
Taz; but that which worketh by Love, though 
it juſtify not under that Reaſon as a working Faith, 
but under that relative Office of receiving and ap · 
plying Chri/t. Thirdly, By his Life and Interceſ- 
ſion, applying his Merits to us, and preſenting 
our Services to his Father, as lively Sacrifices, 
cleanſed from thoſe Mixtures of Deadneſs and 
Corruption, which as paſſing from us, did cleave 
unto them. 


HAviNnG thus unfolded our Life by Chrift, we 
are in the firſt Place to enquire into that Propriety 
which we have to Chri/t, which is the Ground of 
the Life we receive from Him. For one Thing 
cannot be the Principle of Life to another, except 
there be ſome Union and Fellowſhip, which may 
be the Ground of the Conveyance : And this is 
that which the Text calls, The Having of Chriſt, 
which is the ſame with that of St. John, To as 
many as received Him, He gave Power to be called 
the Sons of Gop. So then there muſt be a mutual 
Act; J exhibiteth Himſelf to us, and we 
dwell in Him: Whereby there is wrought a Unity: 
of Wills, a Confederacy of Affections, a Pani- 
cipation of Natures, a Concurrence to the Mak-. 
ing up of the ſame Body; fo that Chrift account- 
eth Himſelf incompleat without his Church. This 
Union of the Faithful to Chriſt, being one of 
thoſe deep Things of Gop, which are not diſcer- 
nable without the Spirit, is yet ſet forth in the 
Scriptures, under ſundry obvious Similitudes, 
which I will but touch upon. C ; 

Vol. XLI. Cc Ir 
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IT is ſet ſorth by the Expreſſion of a Body, con. 
ſiſting of divers Members, Rom. xii. 4, 5. 1 Cr, 
xii. 12, 13. Eph. i. 22; 23. In which Places the 
Purpoſe of the Apoſtle is to ſhew how the Propot- 
tion that is between Chri and his Church, an- 
ſwereth to that Relation which is between the 
Members of a Body and the Head. For as in the 
natural Body all the Members are joined by Nerves 
and vital Ligatures to the Head, from whence they 
receive their Strength and Senſation, and do, by 
Virtue of that Union to the Head, retain a Fellow- 
hip and Communion among themſelves: So is it 
between Chrift and his Church. Every Member 
of the true and myſtical Body of Chr:/t is by a ſe- 
cret Knot of his Spirit fo faſtened to Him, and ſo 
compacted with the other Members by that which 
every Joint ſupplieth, that the Whole, from Chr;/! 
the Head, to the loweſt” and meaneſt of all his 
Members, make up but one Body, to which 
Chrift, by being the Head, hath theſe principal 
Relations. /, He is the Principle of all ſpiritual 
Influences, as the Head of natural. All the Grace 
in us is but an Overfſowing and Meaſure from his 
Fulneſs. 24h, He is the Principle of all Govem- 
ment and Direction; all the Wiſdom and Prudence 
of the Church is from Him. He is the everlaſting 
Counſel, or the Light that enlightneth ever 
Man that cometh into the World, the Power and 
the Wiſdom of 'Gop unto us. 3h, He is con- 
formable to the Members, and maketh them con- 
formable to Him; He to us in our Infirmities, 
tempted in all Things as we are; and we to Him 
in his Holineſs: Hz that ſancti ies, and they that 
are ſanttified, are all one. 


Secondly Tete Union is compared to 4 Building 
er-Houſe, Epheſi ii. 20, 21. 1 Tim ii, 14. 2. Pet. 
ii. 5. whoſe Stones are knit together by the Junc- 
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cure and Bond of Love, and are firmly grounded 
upon the Elect, precious and 'ſure Foundation, 
who as He doth by his Power uphold all Things, 
ſo much mote thoſe that are built upon Him. Now 
as in a Structure the Stones cannot ſubſiſt in the 
Building by any Qualities or inherent Virtues of 
their own, but only by that direct Dependance, 
which they have upon the Foundation: So in the 
Church no Graces, no inherent Excellencies hold 
Men up, but only that Subſiſtence of the 
Soul upon Chr. If a Man have any 
other Bottom that holds him up, if he be not even 

and ſull upon Chriſt, if be be not in all Things 
levelled and proportioned to Him by the Doctrine 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets (which is therefore 
likewiſe called a Foundation, becauſe by it we are 
ſet right upon Cbri, who is the Founda- 
tion of Foundations, as the Scripture ſpeaks) 
He cannot abide in the Building for ever; the 
Wall and the Foundation muſt all have the Cen- 
ter; and there muſt be the ſame Propenſions, and 
Aſfections in us which were in Cbriſ, his Rule 
muſt be ours, and his End ours, and his Will ours. 
If there be any ſuch Exorbitancies, and Swellings 
out, as make the Heart have another Point and 
Center to move to, other Grounds to fix upon, 
if Men will not be pared and regulated to the 
Foundation, but will truſt in Oppreſſion and Per- 
verſeneſs, and Stay on that; this Iniquity will at 

len — a — — 
an ant. | a N 


 Theirdy,, Tuis Union is compared to an [n+ 
grafture of a Branch in a Tree, whereby the Juice 
and Nouriſhment of the Stock is conveyed, and the 
Branch quickned to bring forth Fruit. Where, by 
the Way, it is worth our noting, that the Church is 
moſt uſually in this * compared to a #ine, 
C 2 and 
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and the Branches of a Vine, to note, that there is 
nothing of Worth in Chriſtians, but their Fruit. 
A Man cannot make a Pin to faſten in the Wall 
of the Branch of a Vine. An unfruitful Chriftian 
is the moſt unprofitable Creature that is ; there are 
no ſecondary Uſes which can mediate (as I may ſo 
ſpeak) for a dead Vine, to keep that from the Fire; 
either it muſt be for Fruit or for Fuel; to all other 


Purpoſes it is utterly improper and unprofitable. 


Now we muſt obſerve, that a Branch may be in 
a Tree two Ways. '1. By a mere Adherency, by 
ſticking to the Body of the Tree; and ſo every dead 
Branch is in the Tree, as well as thoſe that live; 
but this alone is not that which our Saviour requires, 
for ſuch Branches the Huſbandman will cut off and 
caſt into the Fire. 2. By a real Participation of 
the Life, Sap, and Influences of the Root. Thus 
it is between Chri/f? and Chriftians. That which 
makes us to be in Chri/t after any Kind of Way is 
Faith : And according to the Differences of Faith, 
are theſe Differences of being in Chri/t to be dif- 
cerned. St. James makes Mention of @ dead Faith, 
when Men are in Chriſ by ſome general Acknow- 
ledgment, by external Profeffion, by a partial De- 
pendence, (coming to him only as to a Feſus, for 
Shelter to keep them from the Fire; not as to 4 
Chriſt, for Grace and Government in his Service) 
not by ay particular and willing Attraction of 
thoſe vital Influences, thoſe working Principles of 
(race and Obedience which are in true Believers. 
A lively Faith draweth in the Power of Chri/t's 
Death, and the Virtue of his Reſurrection, the 
Mortification of Sin, and quickning of Spirit, and 
bringing forth Fruit unto Gop; and this only is 
that which is the Ground of our Life from Him. 
The Life that I live, I live by the Faith of the Son of 
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. Laftly, Tuts Union with Chrift is compared to 
Marriage, Pſalm xiv. Eph. v. 32. whereby the 
Church hath a Right to the Body, Name, Goods, 
Table, Poſſeſſions, Purchaſes of Chrift, and doth 
reciprocally become all His, reſigning its Will, 
Ways, Defires unto his Government. Now for 
the Diſcovery of this we may conſider either the 
Eſſentials, or the Conſequents of Marriage. The 
moſt general Requiſite is Conſent; and that muſt, 


(1.) Ba a mutual Conſent; for though Chriſt 
declares his Good-will when He knocketh at our 
Doors, and beſeecheth us in the Miniſtry of his 
Word; yet if we reject his Tokens of Love, ſtop 
our Ears to his Invitations, there is then no Cove- 
nant made ; this is but a Wooing, and no Mar- 


riage. 


(2.) Ir muſt be a preſent Conſent, and in Words 
de preſenti, or elſe it is only a Promiſe, but no 
Contra. Many Men, like Balaam, would fain 
die the Death of the Righteous, but live their own 
Lives; would fain belong to Chriſt at the laſt, and 
have nothing to do with Him before: Many other 
Suitors they have whom they cannot deny; till at 
laſt peradventure He grows weary, and departs 
from them. . 


* Ir muſt be free and unreſtrained; for Com- 
pulſion makes it a Raviſhment, and not a Marriage. 
They who muſt be but one Body, ought firſt to 
agree in the ſame free and willing Reſolution. Ma- 
ny Men when God puts them upon a Rack, will 
give a forced Conſent to ſerve Him ; but this is 
only to flatter with their Lips, that they may eſc 
the preſent Pain, not at all out of cordial and ſin- 
cere Affection. | 12 E 
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(4 Ir muſt be without Error; for he that ern, 
cannot conſent. If a Woman take herſelf upon Ml 6 
ſome Abſence of her Huſband to be now free, and 
conceive him dead, and thereupon marry again; if 
it appear that the former Huſband is yet living, there 
was a Miſtake in the Perſon, and fo a Nullity in 
the Contract: So if a Man miſtake himſelf, judge 
himſelf free from his former Tie unto Sin, and yet 
live in Obedience to. his Luſts ſtill, and is not 
Cleanſed from his Filthineſs, he cannot give any 
full Conſent to Ghrift. _ 


| (5.) Ir muſt be an univerſal aud perpetual Con- 
ſent; ſor all Time, and in all States and Conditions. 
He that will have Chriſf, muſt have Him All; (for 
Chriſt is not divided) muſt entertain Him to all 
Purpoſes, muſt follow the Lamb where He 
goeth, muſt leave Father, Mother, Wife, Chil- 
dren, his own Life for Chri//;, muſt take as well 
his Yoke as his Crown, as well. his Sufferings as 
his Salvation, as well bis Grace as his „ as 
well his Spirit to lead as his Blood to redeem. He 
that will be bis own Maſter, to. do the Works of 
his own Will, muſt, if he can, be his own Sa- 
viour too, to deliver his Soul from the Wrath to 
Come. | 


Tun Confequents and Intendments of Marriage 
are Two: 


(7) MuTu AL Society: Cbriſi and a Chriſtian 
muſt live together, have intimate and dear Acquaiz- 
tance with each other: The Spirit, of a Chriſtian 
mult ſolace itſelf in the Arms and Embracements, 
in the Riches and Lovelineſs of Chri/t ; in his Ab- 
{ence and Removes, long after Him; in his Pre- 
ſence and Returns, delight: in —— 
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Him with ſuch pure Affections and heavenly De- 
ſres as may make Him take Pleaſure in its Beauty. 


(2.) THERE muſt be a Fruitfulneſs in us; we 
muſt bring forth Fruit unto Gon. Chrift will not 
have a barren Spouſe: Every one that laveth Him, 
leepeth his Commandments. | ne 


Now then, in one Word, to unfold the more 
diſtin&t Quality of this our Union with Chrift, we 
may conſider a three-fold Unity. Of Perſons in 
one Naturez of Natures in one Perſon; of Natures 
and Perſons in one Quality. In the Firſt is one 
GoD; in tho Second is one Chrift; in the Third 
is one Church. Our Union with Chrif is. the laft 
of theſe, whereby He and we are ſpiritually united, 
to the making up of one myſtical Body. The 
Bond of this Union is the Spirit of Chrift, by which, 
as by abiding Seed, we are begotten anew unto 
Chriſt : For He being the ſecond Adam, we are 
ſpiritually in Him, and from Him, as we are na- 
turally or corruptibly in and from Adam. As Adam 
was the Fountain of all that are naturally generated, 
and by that Means tranfmitted Condemnation to all 
that are one with him; fo Chri/t is the Head of all 
that are ſpiritually born again, and by that Means 
tanſmitteth Grace and Righteouſneſs to all that are 
one with Him, - | | 


> 


FroM this Union of the Faithful with Cbriſt 
doth immediately ariſe a Communion. with Him in 
all ſuch good Things as. He is pleaſed to communi- 
cate, I will but touch them, it having been the 
dubject of this Diſcourſe hitherto. - W's 

Firſt, Wx have a-Communion with Him in his 
Merits, which are as fully imputed to us for Juſti- 
hcation,, as if his Sufferings had been by us endured, 
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or the Debt by us ſatisfied. He alone, without any 
Merit of His, ſuffered our Puniſhment, that we 
without any Merit of ours might obtain his Grace. 
The Pains of Chrif's Wounds were His, but the 
Profit ours ; the Holes of his Hands and Side were 
His, but the Balm which iſſued out was ours; the 5 
Thorns were His, but the Crown was ours: In one Ml ; 
Word, the Price which He paid was His, but the Ml 4 
Inheritance which He aſed was ours. Allthe Ml ir 
Ignominy and Agony of his Croſs was infinitely WM i: 
unbeſeeming fo honourable a Perſon as Chri/t, if it 
had not been neceſſary for fo vile a Sinner as Man. 
Seronalyj, We have Communion with Him in 
Life and Grace ; by habitual and real Infufion and 
Inhabitation of his Spirit unto SanRification. For 
we are ſanfiified in Him, and except toe abide in 
Him, we cannot bring forth Fruit. Chrift come 
not only with a Paſſion, but with an Unction to 
conſecrate us to Himſelf: Except thou be a Par- 
taker as well of this, as of that ; be as willing to be 
ruled, as redeemed by Chris; in Him indeed thou 
art, but it is as a withered Branch in a fruitful 
Vine; while thou art in Him, it is to thy Shame 
that thou ſhouldſt be dead, where there is ſuch A- 
Sundance of Life; and the Time will come, that 
thou ſhalt be cut off from Him: Branch in 
Me that beareth not Fruit, He taketh away. © 


Laftly, Wes have Communion with Him in ma- 
ny Privileges and Dignities. But here we mult 
diſtinguiſh the Privileges of Cbriſt; ſome are per. 
ſonal and incommunicable; others, general and 
communicable. Of the former Sort are all ſuch as 
belong to Him either in Regard of his Divine Per. 
ſon, as being the everlaſting Son, the Word and YI r: 
Wiſdom of his Father, the expreſs Image of bis Per- if cr 
for, and Brightneſs of bis Glory, the Upbolder of al 
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Things by the Word of his Power; or in Regard of 
his 322. as being 2 Redeemer of the Church, the 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith, the Prince of our 
Salvation, the Propitiation for the Sins of the I orla, 
the ſecond Adam, the Mediator between GoD and 
Man, in which Things He is alone, and there is 
none with Him. Other Privileges there are which 
re communicable, all which may be compriſed un- 
der this General of being Fellow-members with Him 
in the moſt glorious Body and Society of Creatures 
in the World. 


Tue Particulars I touched before. Firfl, We 
have Communion in ſome Sort with Him in his 
holy Unction, whereby we are confecrated to be 
Kings and Prieſts, to ſubdue our Corruptions, to 
conquer ſpiritual Wickedneſs, to offer up the Sa- 
crifces of Prayer, Praiſes, Alms, and holy Ser- 
vices ; for we are by Him a Royal Prieſt it 


Secondly, Wx have Communion in his Victories ; 
toe are more than Conquerors through Him, becauſe 
in the Midſt of the — Inſults, and our own 
Diſtreſſes, the Victory is till ours. The Enemy 
may kill us, but not overcome us, becauſe our 
Death is victorious. As Chrift triumphed upon the 
Croſs, and had his Government on his Shoulders, 
o we rejoice in Afflictions, glory in Tribulations, 
and in all of them, in a Conſſuence and Conſpiracy 
of them all, we are more than Conquerors. | 


Thirdly, We have Communion with Chrift in 
his Sonſhip, from whence it comes to paſs, that 
Crit and his Church interchangeably take one 
another's Names: Sometimes He is not aſhamed 
to call Himſelf Jacob and Iſrael. This is the Gene- 
ration of them that ſeek thy Face, O Jacob; and they 
rr my Servant, O Iſrael, in lng; 
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faith the 'Lorn, ſpeaking unto Chri/t; yea, H: hat 
giveth to the 5 his own Name. As there ante 
many Members, and yet but ene Body; ſo is Chil; 
that is, ſo is the Church of Chriſt. And wha 
Manner of Love is this, ſaith the Apoſtle, that u. 
ſhould be called the Sans of Gon? From hence i 
comes, .that we have Fellawſhip with the Father, 
Acceſs and Approach with Confidence for all need. 
ful Supplies, Aſſurance of his Care in all Extrem. 
ties, Intereſt in the Inheritance which He reſerveth 
for Children, Confidence to be ſpared in all our 
Failings, and to be accepted in all our ſincere and 
willing Services; fecret Debates, ſpiritual Confe- 
2 of — Heart with Gop, He {peaking unt 
irit by his Spirit ia the Word, and we — 
e Spitit ſpeaking to Him in Prayers, Complaints, 
n n Covenants, Reſolu- 
ws us with Kiſſes of Love and Con- 
— and we + rotten 
verence and W 


Ws fre then, — all, what an abi 
Neceliuy lies upon us of having Ghrift, 'becaul 
im we have all Things, and can do a} 
hings; without Him we are poor, and 22 
And the more neceſſary the Duty, the 
more ſiaful the Neglect; eſpeciallly conſidering thit 
Chrift with- holds not Himſelf, but is ready to meth 
op cevent, to attend every Heart that in Tn 
res Him. If a Man have a ſerious, ſimple, iv 
cere Will to come wholly to Chrift, not to be hel 
back from Him by the deareſt and cloſeſt on 
tions, by the ſweeteſt Pleaſures or ſtrongeſt I emp 
tations which can allure or Aſſault him, he mif 
draw near unto Him with Bold neſs, and Aſſurance 
of Acceptationz he hath à Call, Chriſt ipvitet 
yea, intreatech him, and therefore he may _ 
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hath a Command, Chri/? requireth it of him, and 
therefore he muſt come. 


AnD now when we have Chriſt, how careful 
ſhould we be to keep him; how tender and watch- 
ful over all our Behaviour towards Him, leſt He 
be grieved and depart? The Spirit of the Loks is 
delicate Spſrit; - moſt ſenfible of thoſe” Injuries 
which his Friends do Him. Let us therefore take 
Heed of violating, afflicting, diſcouraging; grievin 
this Spirit (which i$ the Bond of all 'our oh and 
Intereſt with Chrift) in any of thoſe his ſacred 
Breathings and Operations upon the Soul. But 
when He teacheth, let us ſubmit and obey, receive 


de the Belief and the Love of his Truth; when He 
tl promiſeth, let us neither diſtruſt not deſpiſe, but 
embrace as true, and admire as precious, all the 


Offers which- He makes us; when He contends 
with our Luſts in his Word and ſecret Suggeſtions, 
let Him not always ſtrive, but let us give up our 
feſhly Affections to be crucified by him; when He 
wooes and invites us, when He offers to lead and 
to draw us, let us not ſtop the Ear, or pull awa 
the Shoulder, or draw backward like froward Chil- 
dren, by thwarting his Motions, and rebelling 
* his Dictates, but let us yield ourſelves unto 
im, captivate all our Luſts, and conſecrate all 
our Powers, and ſubmit all our Deſires to his Rule 
and Government; and then when He hath been a 
Spirit of Union, to incorporate us into Chri/?'s 
Body, and a Spirit of Unction, to ſanctify us with 
his Grace, He will undoubtedly be a Spirit of Com- 
fort and Aſſurance, to ſeal us unto the Day of our 
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SERMON IV 
On the Uſe of human Learning. 


Preached in Mtxctrs-CnaPer, at the Fu. 
neral of Mr. JOHN LANGLEY, late 
School-maſter of St. Paul's School, on 
the 21ſt Day of September, 1657. 


CCC - cfoſo - cfoofoofpofpoſpotocſe 


AcTs vii. 22. 


And Moſes was learned in all the Wiſdom of 


the Egyptians, and was mighty in War 
and in Deeds. 


N the former Chapter we read of a Diſpute be- 
tween Stephen, and the Members of a certain 

& Synagogue in Jeruſalem, called the Synagogue 
of the Libertines; of ſuch Jets, who having been 
Servants to the Romans, were made free; for ſuch 
the Romans called Libertines: Of which Sort of 
7 ews, coming out of ſeveral Parts of the World, 


ws kk. „% „ on 
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made up; or, as Grotius ſuppoſeth, was built by 
them at Jeruſalem for their 8 and Proſe- 
lytes, as there are at Rome and Rbemes, Colleges 

Engliſb Papiſts. 


Tux Iſſue of this Diſputation was, that being 
worſted at Arguments, they betake themſelves to 
Calumnies; as the Phariſees, when their Reaſons 
were ſpent, were wont to take up Stones to throw 
at Chriſt. They bring Him from a ſcholaſtical to 
a judicial Defence, from the Ca to the Coun- 
ci, and by falſe Witneſſes charge Him with BI 
phemy againſt Moſes and Gop. Wohereupon, be- 
ing permitted to make his Defence (for Perſecutors 
will often manage their Cruelties under a Form of 
Law) He doth it largely with much Wiſdom and 
Courage. | 


THE Scope of the Sermon is to ſhew (upon a 
fair Iſſue with his Accuſers) that He was not guilty 
of the Charge given in again Him; that it did not 
follow, — He affirmed that Chrift would de- 
rey the Temple, and change the Cuſtoms which Mo- 
ſes delivered, that therefore He blaſphemed either 
Meſes or God. The Argument of his Juſtification 
is by an hiſtorical Induction. 


1. Ir Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, and Foſeph, wor- 
ſhipped Gop without a Temple, and without ſuch 
Cuſtoms as Moſes delivered, and Moſes did without 
Blaſphemy againſt them, make that Alteration 
which Gop was pleaſed to command him to make; 
then the Worſhip of Gop is not abſolutely con- 
fined to an outward Temple, or a Mſaical Mini- 


firation : But Abraham, Iſaac, Facob, and Foſet b, 


by obeying the Commands, and believing the Pro- 
miſes of Gop, did acceptably worſhip Him without 


2 Temple, or Meſaical Ceremonies; therefore it is 
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no Blaſſ o ſay, that Gop may ſa be wor- 
r ** Y 


2. AcGain, If Moſes, a great, a, 1 a, 
mighty Ruler and Deliverer, did affure the People 
that a Prophet GoD goals raiſe, who ſhould do as 
he had done, make new, Inſtitutions, and ſet; up a, 
more excellent Way of Worſhip; then it was no 
5 "= ainſt Moſes, or Gop, to ſay, that the 

Cuſtoms im introduced, ſhould be by "hat Pro- 
phet oY. But Moſes himſelf. did po 4 the Peo- 
ple thus to believe; therefore Stephen. teaching the 
ſame, did not blaſpheme Moſes. 


3. AGAIN, That which)was not Blaſphemy to 
affirm of the Tabernacle, though it were ſet up by. 
God's ſpecial Appointment” unto Meſes, is not- 
Blaſphemy to affirm of the Temt le. But it was not 
been $0 affum the Uſe of the Tabernacle to 

have been rary,, and conſeguentiy altetable, 
therefore 5 arm, the ſame of the Temple; is net 
Blaſphemy: E perially ſince the Logp hath ſaid, 
that He echo vat in "Temple made with Hayds., 


 ToceTHER with theſe, ſtrong, Arguments, ate 
interwoven — 2 etical — Boe Stephen 
juſtifying himſelf , their Accuſations now, by 
the ſame, Arguragas 1 whereby, Maſes waz 2. 
fied againſt their, 1 > before. es did by 
W . Signs in fgypt,. in the Red Fin 
the W „prove himielf to bea Ruler and 
Judge 270 of Gop, and yet your; , Fathers. would, 
nat 5 ut thruſt fo e and made a Caf 
f Frog e baſh raiſed up the 
12 d foreto dy by Signs and 

W — 2 did e («lf to be of Jop, but you. 
thruſt Him W's fs and 1% the, Holy Gheft at 

eus Fathers aide, And.yous rejubag ot Ju is 23 
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"more Argument againſt bis Doctrine and Inſtitu- 
tions, than their refuſing of Moſes was an Argu- 
ment againſt his; inaſmuch as you are not able to 
alledge any Thing why your Fathers ſhould have 
believed Moſes, ch" we are not able to alledge 
why you ought to believe Chriſi. 


UnTo this ſtrong Defence of Stephen, _ 
the Judges nor his Revaſets make any Reply by 
Way of FArgomiet; but though he profeſſed him- 
ſelf to de at that Time an "Eye-witneſs of the 
Truth of Jeſus's being in Glory, yet in a Rage 
they eas him out of the City, and ſtoued him. The 
ſtronger were bis Arguments for the Truth, the 
more exceſſive was their Malice againſt him. 


2 Wotds of the Text are à Branch of the ſe- 

irgument, drawn from the Teſtimony of 

LS, 5 <p hiſtorical Narration touching —wk 5 
contain the Fruit which followed u 

he teceived from the Hand Ind 

Cite of Pharusbs Daiighter ; he ſo proſpered — oy 
it, that he became learned in all the* e [dom of 1 

Ægyptians, and was a mighty Man both for + Hons 

id mon; the Lokp by theſe Accompliſhments 

Being him in'Pait'f6r the Gdveriiindht #heteto He 

Telerved* Him. 


In the Words we have, Fi, his intellectual 
Peffecklons; be 2605 lernen an Infirudttd;, together 
Vith Ahe Odſect of th t Learning, al f Wiſts Nan of 


the Egyptians. 


'Vetendly, Hits civil, moral, and teich Perfec- 
tions; 5 nig bey Min for Elaantion, 'a mighty Man 
fecal Action. He improved and put forth his intel- 
lectual Abilities for the Good and Service of others, 

D d. 2 aid 
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laid up all his Power to do Good to his Brethren, 
in due Time, when Gop ſhould call him thereto, 


Moss was learned or inſtructed (it noted ac- 
quired Knowledge, by the Benefit of learned Edu- 
cation) in all the Wiſdom of the Ægyptians. That 
Nation was anciently famous for Viſdom: From 
thence ſome think that the Grectans derived their 
Learning; for we read in Diadorus Siculus, and o- 
thers, that Orpheus, Homer, Pythagoras, Plate, 
Lycurgus, Solon, and others, did travel into gp! 
for Inſtitution. But Cadmus, who firſt brought 
Letters into Greece, was a Phenician, as Euſebius, 
and after him, other learned Men have fully proved. 
Therefore from the AZpyptians, the Greeks did not 
primitively derive their ning. What this Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the A#gyptians was, wherein Moſes was 
learned, is, by Philo in the Life of Moſes, by Die- 
aorus Siculus, and others, deſcribed, viz. Mathe- 
maticks, Aſtronomy, Geometry, Arithmetick, Mu- 
fick, Natural Philoſophy, Philoſophy, Symbolical 
and Hieroglyphical Whiting, Civil Political 


I SHALL not here enquire into the moſt ancient 
Riſe, or Original of Learning, or Seat thereof, 
which ſome carry beyond the Flood, and tell us of 
Pillars with Hebrew Inſcriptions and Characters, 
ſet up by Enoch and Seth: Nor ſhall I enquire 
whence the Ægyptians derived their Learning, which 
ſome aſcribe to Foſeph, and the People of the Few: 
living there; others to Abraham, of whoſe being in 
Egypt we read, Gen. xii. 10. It is ſufficient for 
us to know, that at this Time there was Learnin 
there, and that Maſes was brought up, and prov 
excellent in it. 


Now 


the Uſe of bumam Learning. 329 
Now we may here obſerve, Fi, The great 
Care of the King's Daughter, to bring up Moſes in 
all Kirid of good Literature, that thereby he might 
be fit for fuck great Services as his near Relation to 
a Prince's Court might probably have brought him 
to. And truly ſo great th been the Care of wiſe 
Heathens in this Particular, as may juſtly ſhame 
many Chriſtians, who breed up their Children ma- 
n Times ſo looſely, ſo ignorantly, fo ſenſually, to 
Gaming, Sporting, and Exceſs, as if an Ioheri- 
tance did ſerve to no other Purpoſe but to make the 
Heir of it good for Nothing. And as we ſee many 
Times good Ground grow moſly and barren, for 
Want of Culture; ſo it is with good Wits, which, 
being negleRed, uſually become more vicious than 
thoſe of leſs Hope and Pregnancy. The Foun 
tions of an honourable and comfortable 2 „are 
laid in the Minority of Children; if the 4.9 be 
not kept ſtrait at firſt, the Tree will be crooked 
incurably at the laſt. It is as great a Folly to lay 
up Eftates for Children, and to take no Care of 
themſelves who muſt enjoy them, as to be curious 
for a handſome Shoe, and then to put it upon a 
gouty Foot. 
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Axp the greater Men are, the greater ſhould 
their Care be for the learned and religious Educa- 
tion of their Children. bg: oo | 


I/, BECAUSE it is a very incongruous Mixture, 
Greatneſs of Eſtate, and Meanneſs of Underſtand- 
ing; the one will be a perpetual Blemiſh and Re- 

| proach to the other. "4 0 
24ly, BEC Aus there will be the more Fuel of 
Luſty if Leaning and- Piety be nog laig up to ſea- 
fon a full Eſtate. Therefore we find what great 
re Theddofius had, to have a good Tutor, to 
Dd 3 ſhape 
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ſhape the Minds and Manners of his Children, viz 
the famous Arſenius. And fuſes telleth us, that 
Miſes had a ſpecial Care of the Education of Chil- 
dren in good Literature, and we find ſome Evi- 
dence of it in the Scripture, where he commandeth 
the People to teach the Words of the Law diligently 
unto their Children, Deut. vi. 7. 


AND herein muſt our Care exceed this of Pla- 
ravb's Daughter; we muſt ſo provide to breed up 
our Children to Wiſdom, that we forget not the 
chief Thing, to have them ſeaſoned with the Know- 
ledge and Fear of Gop, which is the only true 
Wiſdom. Julian the Apoſtate had great Scholars, 
Merdonius and Maximus, to his Tutors; but be- 
ing prophane Heathens, and Scoffers at Religion, 
they laid the Foundation of that deſperate Apoſtacy, 
whereby he fell from Chriſ to the Devil, He that 
begets a Fool, or by careleſs Breeding maketh one, 
| Hath been the Author of his own Sorrow. It is very 
fad' for Children to have wicked Parents, who 
wholly neglect their Education, and of whom G- 
prian tells they will cry out at the laft Day, Our 
« Parents have been our Parricides.” 


By this important Duty we learn, 1. To ſet an 
high Value upon ſuch wife, learned, and religious 
Tutors, as at any Time we enjoy for the Diſcharge 
of this great Work. | 


AND, 2. To bewail it as a more than ordinary 
Loſs, when Men whom Gop hath every Way 
fitted with Learning, Induſtry, Picty, and Fidelity 
for ſo excellent a Work, are by a fudden Stroke 
taken away from us. | * 


WI have confidered the Care of the King 
Daughter, for the Education of Moſes; let 10 
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the next Place conſider, the Blcfling of Gop upon 
it, in that thereb Moſes was learned in all the 
Learning of the Ægyptiant. | 


WHERE, 1. It is very obſervable, the diffe- 
rent End which Gop had in his Providence, and 
ſhe in her particular Care: She intended, no Doubt, 
the Service of Pharaoh; Gop intended to qualify 
him the better, to be a Ruler and a Deliverer of 
his People from Pharaoh: She intended the 


Good of Agypt; Gop intended the Good 


of Iſrael, Many Times the wiſe and holy Provi- 
dence of Gop, uſeth the Diligence of one Man, 
to bring about Effects for the Good of others, 
which he never intended; as we ſee. in acer 
Brethren : And Haman's dictating the Honour 
which was conferred upon Mordecai at that Time, 
when he came to beg him for the Gallows which 
he had erected. Gop uſeth the Counſels of Men, 
to effect Things by them which they never thought 
of, The Afyrian had his Work, and Gop had 
His, J/a, x. 6, 7. Judas looked after Money; 
Caiphas and the High-Prieſts, after Intereſt and 
Revenge; Pilate after Ceſar and his Favour ; but 
Gop's End was the Salvation of the World by 
the Death of Chri/?. WW T5 


2. We may here obſerve, that 1Zoſes, that great 
Prophet, whom the Loxp did after ſpeak unto 
Mouth to Mouth, is commended for his Skill in 
the Learning and Wiſdom of the Zegyptians, a pro- 
phane Nation. Even human, ſecular, and exatich 
Learning is 4 noble Gift of Gop, and a very great 
Ornament and Honour to the moſt excellent Men, 
As it was mentioned for the Honour of Daniel and 
is three Companions, that Gop gave them Know- 
lage and Skill- in all 2 and Wiſdom, Dan. 
l 17. meaning, as appears Verſe 4. the Learn- 
Ing of the Chaideans : Not as if they were Sooth- 

| kayers, 
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fayers, as the wiſe Men of Chalzea were; or Miſes 
a Magician and Sorcerer, as the wife Men of 
Aigypt were, and as Heathen Writers charge hit 
to have been. For the great Miracles which A 
did; and the Interpretations of Dreams and Viſions 
Daniel, were from God, and not from the 

il, by the Help of any magical Inchantmentz, 

In like Manner Bezaleel and Abaliab are com- 
mended by Gop for that Wiſdom and Under. 
anding, which they had in all Manner of cun- 
ning Workmanſhip, Zxed. xxxi. 3, 6. And iti 
mentioned for the Honour of Fabal, and Tull h 
Cain, that they were the firſt Inventers of ſome 4 
particular uſeful Arts for the Good of human Soci- 
ety, Gen. iv. 20, 21, 22. And of Solomon, that 
he ſpeaks of Trees from the Cedar Tree in Lola. 
non, unto the Hyſſop that ſpringeth out of the Wal}; 
and that he ſpake alſo of Beaſts, and of Fowl, and 
of ereeping Things, and of Fiſhes, 1 Kings iv. 33 
St. Paul mentions it amongſt other his Privilege, 

that he was brought up a chotar at the Feet 0 
the learned Gamaliel, Ads xxii. 3. Yea by thut 
Apoſtle the Loxp hath given ſo much Honou 
"unto human Learning, as three Times to male 
Mention of Heathen Poets, and their Sayings, 4rd 
tus, Aels xvii. 28. Tov yae xa} yh ten 1 Cor. M. 
33. Oelen mon xgrd dA dar. Epi menides, Tit. 
12. Ken; as * &c. Truth is God's where 

ever it is found, Res fſci e ubi natat ; as 
Mine of Gold or 165 is the King's in who 
Ground ſoever it be diſcovered. A Chriſtian knov 
that Truth belongeth to Chri whereſoever he fu 
it. And again, Tibi ſerviat, ſaith he, guicguid ut 
puer didici. As Iſrael took of the Egyptian, 15 
of Silver, and Fewels of Gold; as David conſecii 
ed the Spoils of the Philiſtines, Meabites, 14 
and all Nations whom he ſubdued, to the Lon 
as the Crown of the King of Rabhab, was it 1 


Ee. ng , I = a ne HR 


— 


—— 
— 


the Uſe of human Learning. 333 


on the Head of David, 2 Sam. xii. 30. So the 
Spoils of all ſecular Learning are to be dedicated 
unto Cbriſt, and the Uſe of his Church, who is ſaid 
to take from Satan all his Armour, and ta divide 
ihe Soil. For fo in Triumphs the Enemies were 
diſarmed, and the Spoils carried in State before the 
Victor's Chariot. Such Spoils did Origen, Ter- 
tullian, Cyprian, Clemens Alex. Fuſftin, Cyril, 
Laftantius, Hierom, Auſtin, Baſil, Nazianzen, 
Arnobius, take from the Gentile Writers, and de- 
vote them to the Service of the Church of Chr. 
It is noted of Theodoſius the Emperor, that when 
he deſtroyed the Temples of the Heathen Idols in 
Alexandria, yet all the Veſſels and Statues of Gold 
and Silver he convered to the Uſe of the Chriſtian 
Churches. Yea the Chriſtians did convert the very 
Idol Temples themſelves into Churches, wherein 
to worſhip Chri/f. For if an Idol, being Nothing, 
did not ſo defile Meat, but that as a good Creature 


(though not in Ido]- Communion) it might be eaten; 
if the Conſcience of no Man were thereby affend - 
ed, as the Apoſtle teacheth, certainly neither doth 
it leave any ſuch abiding Pollution to any Place, 
but that therein Gop may be worſhipped. 


Bur, to ſpeak more cloſely. Fir/t, All good 
Learning and Wiſdom is in its own Nature deſira- 
dle, as an Ornament and Perfection to the Mind, 
4 a Part of that Truth whereof God is the Author. 
There is a Knowledge of God natural in and by 
bis Works: And a Knowledge ſupernatural by 
Revelation out of the Word; and though this be 
the Principal, yet the other is not to be under- 
valued. For the Works of God are great, ſought 
out of all them that have Pleaſure therein, Pal. cxi. 2. 
Now all ſecular Learning is the Knowledge of 
Gop's Works, a ſmall Emanation from eternal 
Verity, Philoſophical and Mathematical Learn- 


ing, 
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ing, is the Knowledge of his Works of Creation: 
Hiſtorical 'and Political Learning, the Knowledge 
- his Works of Providence: Moral and Occonomi 
-cal-and Civil Learning, the Knowledge of theſe 
'Remainders of his Image and Law, which are 
leſt in the Minds of Men, for their Direction and 
Oonviction. Grammatical, Rhetorical and Lopi- 
eal Learning is the Knowledge of the Uſe of that 
Nenſon which Go giveth us for imparting our 
Minds, and 'evidencing our Coneeptions to on 
another. So then all true Learning being a Know- 
ledge of the Works of Gop, and of that Trut 
"which He, who is the ſupreme Verity, hath im- 
planted in them, muſt needs be ſuch as the Work 
of Gop themſelves are, hondurabſe and and excel- 
ent, and ſo deſirable, in its own Nature. 


. \Secondh, Au true Learning is deſirable, for the 
Vies wWhereto it may be-applied. 


. Eon in Reperd of evil Men, -tnany of 
"whom are great Scholars, and eminent for vati 
ous Dung. 1 


Fire, Ir ſerves to beautify even them, and 
render them, as learned ten, Ornaments to their ue 
Generation; us many harmſul Hef bs do bear bed. fü 
eiful Flowers, and dhe upon that Recount ſpedilſ in, 
Ornaments tb the Gardens Where they grow. Pa 
Goodly Statues of Gold or Silver, though dead, dhe 


though hollow, und without Heaft or vital Parts, I bi 
are yet an Honour to the Places where erected. I W. 
Such are even prophane leurned Men, in Ne Ar 
gard of their Learning. | —_— 
Secomp, Tr is uſeful to them, to eonvince them jag 
&f'Goy's Glory and Greatneſs, of his Sovereiguti are 
and Will: ſoit mey Proc-evereitamentsss by 
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i cunen Alexandranus calleth it, to the more com- 
eſbortable Knowledge of Him out of his Word, name- 
V, to kindle in them a Deſire to know more of 
fo I great a Gop from. thence; elſe it will render 
Ml them without Excuſe for abuſing the Knowledge 


ag which they have. 


a Thirdly, Ir is by «Accident uſeful another Way, 
url viz. by honeſt and, aſſiduous Labours in the Pur- 
neſß (vit of Learning, .to:keep them from the Temptas 
tions. of divers Luſts, which by a looſe and idle. 
Life would be more ready to aſſault them. 1 40 


Fiurthly,. Ir makes them, thus adorned, ſervice- 
ale to human Society. Singular Uſe have all 
Ages had of i the. learned Labours of prophane Hiſ-- 
torians, Philoſophers, Bocts, Orators, Mathema- - 
icians, Phyſicians. Artiſts in. divers Kinds. 


Fifthly,, THEY are hereby. uſeful to the Church 
of GOD. That Gop, who can make Uſe of the 
dins of Men to do his People Gocd by them, as of 
Jeſeph's Brethren, to make Way, by ſelling him, 
to the Safety of Iſrael, and his Family; can make 
Uſe of the Gifts and Talents He beſtows on wicked 
Men for the Service of good Men. The Hands of 
thoſe that did themſelves periſh ſin the Flood, were 
imployed in building the Ark for Noah and his 
Family. It is true, very often wicked Men uſe 
their Learning againſt Gop, as they do all other 
Nis. good. B Learned Wickedneis is armed 
Wickedneſs, ſuch Learning degenerates into Pride, 
Arrogance, Scorn, Atheiſm, Hereſy, Contempt of 
Godlineſs; yet as a malignant Planet, when in 
* Conjunction with a one, may have a benign 

u lagdence; ſo it doth oſten fall out that they wh 
e b Sin Enemies, may by Learning be uſeful to 
Fu The. Jus are bitter Enemies to 

ä Chrift, 
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Chrift, yet Gop hath by their Care preſerved th 
old Scriptures from Danger of Corruption. ; 


2. In Regard of holy Men. 


Firſt, Tnouon Learning be much inferior to 
Holineſs, there are learned Devils; there cannot 
be holy Devils (for Holineſs is the Character of 
celeſtial, not of infernal Angels, Deut. xxxiii. 2.) 
yet in holy Men Learning is a rare Ornament and 
Acceſſion, as the Golden Ring to the Gem which 
IS In it. | 


Secondly, IT enableth them to do the more Ser- 
vice to the Church of Gop, and the Truths of 
Religion. Every good Gift ſanctified is in ſuch a 
Way uſeful to the Church, as the proper Nature 
of the Gift doth admit. Sanctified Wit beautihes 
Religion, ſanctified Reaſon defends it; the ſanctified 
Eloquence of an Apollo, or the Acuteneſs of an 
Auſtin, or the Courage of an Athanaſius, are the 
ordinary Qualifications of inferior good Men. 


Thirdly, IT enableth them to procure more Fa- 
vour, and to bring more to Religion, with thoſe 
Men, with whom it concerneth Religion to have 
the Honour thereof preſerved. 


3. In Regard of the Church, and Truth of Re 
ligion. It is uſeful as an Handmaid, in a WII 
of Attendance thereupon, and Subſerviency thereto, 


ſeveral Ways. 


Fi, Hazy the ancient Fathers of the 

Church, were furniſhed to confute the Pagan and 
idolatraus Worſhip of the Heathens, out of hel 
down Writers, as St. Pau! did the Idolatry of Att 
by the Inſcription of their own Altar, As xvil 7 


© —— . 4 © 
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As David killed Golztah with his own Sword. 
This Courſe Origen, Clemens Alexandrinus, Juſtin, 
Euſebius, Tertullian, Minutius Felix, and many 
others of the Ancients have taken. As likewiſe 
to ſhew that many Doctt ines of the Scripture have 
been owned even by prophane Writers; one Gon 
by Plato, one firſt Rey Ariſtotle, Divine Pro- 
vidence by Cicero, the laſt Conflagration by the 
Stoicks, 4 


Secondly, HEREBY we ſhame Chriſtians, when 
out of prophane Writers, we let them underſtand 
the Continency, Juſtice, Temperance, Meekneſs, 
Clemency, and other amiable Virtues, of heathen 
Men, which they, having abundantly more Means, 
come ſo exceeding ſhort of; and that Fabritius, 
Ariſtides, Antoninus, Epictetus, and many other 
virtuous Heathens, ſhall riſe up in Judgment 
againſt them. 


Thirdly, Tux Scriptures have much of Poetry, 
Philoſophy, Laws, Antiquities and Cuſtoms of 
other Countries in them; in the Underſtanding of 
which by ſecular Learning, we may be much af- 
ited. Phyſicks in Gene/ss, the Nature of Beafts, 
Sheep, Goats, Wolves, Lions, Doves. Many 
Alluſions in the Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Eſther, to the Cuſtoms of the Per/ians ; many 
allages in the Prophets illuſtrable out of the Hiſ- 
tories of the Times and Places to which they re- 
fer; many. Expreſſions in the New Teflament beſt 
explicable out of the Raman Laws and Antiquities. 
Many Paſſages exquiſitely parallelled in Human Au- 
thors, and receiving much Light from them, as 
ut wo and good Man Mr. Gatater hath ob- 

* 


Vol. XLI. 


E e F. eurthly, 
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Fourthly, Tu Hiſtories of the Scriptures, and 
the Miracles of Moſes, of Chr and his Apoſtles, 
may even out of Heathen Writers be confirmed 
(and a Teſtimony ſrom Adverſaries is of Va- 
lidity;) this hath been largely and learnedly proved 
by Mornay and Grotius, in their Books de veritate 
Coriſtiane Religionts. 


Fifth'y, Tux Knowledge of Times by the C. 
Iymprades, the Fajli Conſulares, and other ſtanding 
Ways of Computation, are exceeding neceſlary to 
the exact diſtinguiſhing and digeſting of ſacred 
Chronology, andof the Occurrences of Scripture to 
their proper Times. 


Sixth, Many Eccleſiaſtical Writers, who either 
write againſt the Gentiles, or apologetical Diſ- 
courſes for the Chriſtian Religion, cannot be clearly 
underſtood without reading ſecular Authors; thole 
Kind of Writings, as Or:gen againſt Celſus, Ter- 
tullian's Apology, Theaderet de curandis Gracrum 


et 
Afﬀettibus, Cyprian de Idolbrum vanitate, Auftin de 
Croitate Dei, Minutius Felix his Odavius, and 
other the like, being full of ſuch Kind of Learning, 
and Alluſions thereto. 

To sar nothing of the Neceſſity of Grammar 
and "Tongues, to underſtand the Words of Scrip- 
ture; of Logick, to underſtand the Contexture, 
Method, Argumentation, and Analyſts of Serip- 
ture; of Rhetorick, to underſtand the Elegancies 


. Wuen I conſider all theſe Things, I cannot 
but believe, that the more learned Men are, 
(having gracious Hearts, as well as learned Heads) 
the more ſenſible they are of their e 
Te 3 
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for ſo tremendous an Employment as the ſound, 
folid, and judicious Preaching of the Word of Gopy 
and are diſmayed at the Senſe of their own Wants 
for ſo weighty a Setvice, becauſe they know that 
Variety of Learning, as well as of ſpiritual Wiſdom 
and Grace, which is requiſite to that able Diſcharge 
of it, 2 a Man may appear to be a Hork- 
man who needeth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
Ward of Truth. 


Wr have conſidered ſome of the many Uſes of 
ſecular Learning, and that within the Sphere of one 
only Profeſſion, that it is a dead Hedge whercwith 
Men uſe to fence a quick one; or, as Baſis Si- 
militude is, as thoſe Props upon which Men raiſe 
and bear up the Vines; vr as the Ground-colours, 
upon which Gold is to de over-laid. I ſhall con- 
dude with a few Inferences. 


Firſt, Taoucn chere be excellent Uſe to be 
made of human Learning, yet it is 40 be uſed with 
much Caution, as Phyficians uſe Opium or other 
dangerous Things, with due Correctives. 


1. Usz it not unneceſſarily, where the Nature 
of the Matter doth not rationally call for it. Some 
learned Men have upon this Account blamed ſome 
of the Ancieats, Origen, Fuftin, Clemens Alexen- 
drinus, and others, for mixing Philoſophy with 
Th gain the Gentiles to the Chriſtian 
Faith, But none have been more Blame- worthy 
in this Cafe than the old Schoolmen, of whom A. 
lancthon ſaich, „ That their Doctrine is chiefly 
made up of two Things, Philoſophy and Super- 
* ſtition.“ And therefore it is well obſerved by a 
learned Man, that 2 and Canoniſts ow 

9 2 
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been the Fountains of that Corruption which hath 
infeted the Church of Chri/f. 


2. Ust it not vain-gloriouſly, and unto Oſten- 
tation. Anowledoe puffeth up, 1 Cor. viii. 1. Ter- 
tullian calleth Philoſophers, Gloria Animalia. Va- 
nity doth ſcarce in any Thing more put forth itſelf 
than in Pride of Wit, or — or Learning. 
We may learn the Danger of it by the Example of 
Herod, Acts xii. who was ſmitten with Worms, be- 
caiſe he gave not GOD the Glory. 


3- Usz it not proudly, with Contempt and Diſ- 
dain of the Word of Gop; like that prophane 
Wit, who ſaid, „ He did not dare to read the 
« Scripture, for Fear of ſpoiling his Stile.“ I have 
heard of ſome Wretches, even amongſt us in our 
Days, who preſume to magnify Socrates above Me- 


Jes or Paul. 


4. UsE it not heretically, in Defence of Error. 
We muſt take Heed of ſetting human Learning in 
the Tribunal againſt Divine Truth: For this it 
was, that Tertullien calleth Philoſophers © the Patri- 
archs of Hereticks;” and that the Apoſtle exhorteth 
us to take Heed that no Man fpoil us through Phile- 

phy or vain Deceit, Col. ii. 8. He meaneth not 
folid Philoſophy, the genuine Iſſue of right Reaſon; 
but the Arrogance of human Reafon, to fit as 2 
Judge of thoſe Things that are ſupernatural and of 
ivine Revelation, when it will acknowledge no 
Religion but what is deducible out of the Principles 
of corrupted Reaſon, nor admit any Concluſions 
which are not conſonant to thoſe Principles. 
F. Us it not prophanely, to inflame Luſt, 26 
ſome elegant Writers, more — by their Laſci- 
viouſneſs, than benefit by their Politeneſs: But 1 


Sage w uaicth a 


r 
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it- with Humility, Moderation, Sobriety, as an 
Handmaid to Chrift; as Painters. lay a worſe Co- 
lour, when they mean to ſuper- induce another. 
Pare the Nails, cut the Hair, lop the Luxuriances, 
carry it through the Fire, as the Spoils were ap- 
pointed to be, that it may be purged for the Uſe of 
the Temple. 


Secondly, THIS juſtly reproveth all the Enemies 
of Learning; who, becauſe the Apoſtle forbiddeth 
deceitful Philoſophy, and tells us how vain the Pro- 
ſeſſors thereof became in their Imaginations, do 
thence condemn. all the ſober and juſt Uſe of true 
Learning. Such are the Weigelians, who tell us, 
that there is no Knowledge of Chriſt in any Uni- 
verſities; that all Schools and Academies are Ene- 


mies to Chrift, and all — mere Car- 
| 0 


riptalæ; who ſhut all Learning out of the Church, 
and all learned Men out of Heaven. Such was, it 
ſeems, Friar Francis, the Popifh Saint, who curſed 
a learned Miniſter of Bensnia for going about to ſet 
up there a School of Learning. Yea, ſuch it ſeems 
was Pope Paul the Second ; of whom Platina tel- 
leth us, that he did ſo hate human Learning, that 
he eſteemed the Lovers thereof Hereticks, and 
jm the Romans not to breed up their Children 
ouy | 


TH1s Hatred of Learning muſt needs proceed, 
either from Ignorance or from Malice, and a De- 
fre to have Religion betrayed, (and therefore it is 
reckoned amongſt the Perſecutions of the Church, 
that Julian prohibited the Children of Chriftians to 
be trained up in the Schools of Learning;) or from 
Avarice, and out of a ſacrilegious Defire to devour 
thoſe Revenues, wherewith- the Bounty of Bene- 
factors hath from Time to Time endowed the 
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confute ſo ignorant an Abſurdity. Aretius, a learn- 
ed Proteſtant, hath fully done it to my Hand. 


Thirdly, WE muſt get our Learning ſeaſoned 
with Holineſs, elſe it will not ſerve us to repreſs 
any Temptation. Great Learning may conſiſt 
with monſtrous Wickedneſs. Who more learned 
than the Scribes and Phariſees? and who more bit- 
ter Enemies to the Doctrine of Salvation? Who 
more learned than the Athenian Philoſophers? and 


who greater Deriders of the Apoſtle's Preaching ? 
Never had the Chriſtian Religion more bitter Ene - 
Julian, Libanius, and the 


mies than Celſus, P 
like great Profeſſors of human Learning. None do 


the Devil more Service in his Oppoſition to the 


Church of Gop, than Men of great Parts that are 
Enemies to Godlineſs. A proud Heart, and a 
learned Brain, are Satan's Warehouſes and Armo- 


ries, the Forge where he ſhapeth all his Weapons 


againſt Divine Truth. 


Tuoveuthereſbre we mnſt covet the beſt Gifts, 
yet we muſt ſtill remember there is a more exce]- 


lent Way; and conſider, if the Knowledge of the 


Wiſdom of Egypt be ſo honourable, how glori- 
ous is the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift, 


in Compariſon whereof all other Knowledge is 


Loſs and Dung. If a glaſs Jewel be fo valuable, 
how excellent is an ;neflimable Pear! ? | 


THEMISTOCLEsS, though he was ignorant of 


Muſic, yet knew how to govern a State; and a 
Believer, though he be ignorant of all other Learn- 


ing, yet by the Knowledge of Chrift will be a 
bleſſed. Man; whereas all the Learning in the 
World, without this, will leave a Man miſerable. 


Fo know the whole Creation, and to be ignorant 


of the Creator; to know all Hiſtories and Anti- 


quities, 
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quities, and to be unacquainted with our own. 
Hearts; to be good Logicians to other Purpoſes, - 
and in the mean Time to be cheated by Satan in 
the Buſineſs of our own Salvation; to be power- 
ful Orators with Men, and never to prevail with 
Gor; to know the Conftellations, Motions, and 
Influences of — Bodies, and have ſtill un- 
heavenly Souls; to know exactly the Laws of 
Men, and be 1 of and rebellious againſt the 
Laws of Gon; to abound with worldly Wiſdom, - 
and be deſtitute of the Fear of Gop, which makes 
wiſe unto Salvation, is all but a better Kind of re- 

fhned Miſery : The Devils have much more than 

all this to come to, and yet are damned. We 
muſt therefore ſtudy to improve our Learning to 
the Uſe and Furtherance of Holineſs, to better 

our Minds, to order our  Aﬀections, to civilize 
our Manners, to reform our Lives, to adorn and 

render our Profeſſion the more amiable, to conſe. 
crate all our other Endowments as Spoils to Chrift, 

to lay our Crowns at his Feet, and make all our 

other Abilities and Acquirements Handmaids unto ' 
his Glory. When Learning is thus a Servant to- 
Godlineſs, Godlineſs will be an Honour to Learn- 
ing. | | 


Fourthly, Stec — is ſo exceilent an En- 
dowment, the Teachers of it ought to be had in 
great Honour. And by how much the fewer Men 
of great Worth and Parts are employed in that 
Service, by ſo much the more ſhould the Loſs of 
rare and worthy Men in that Way be bewailed by 
us. And certainly were they, while we enjoy 
them, ſo honoured as they ſhould -be, they would 
9 as much lamented when we are deprived of 
em. | 1275 


| z 
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Ona was the Happineſs of this City in this 
Particular, while it enjoyed this worthy Man, and 
the Loſs in being deprived of. him. For 
h through God's Goodneſs there be many 
t Men remaining, out of _— ſome Re- 
paration-may be made of ſo great a Damage; yet 
ſtill I —— — Man, Af 
the Middle and moſt precious Stone in a rich Jewel 
ſhould drop out, which, though many others re- 
main in, cannot but be greatly miſled and be- 


Mosxs was unto the People of Iſrael, a School- 
Maſter to Chri/t, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Law, 
Gal. iii. 25. and of other Teachers, 1 Cor. iv. 15. 
And-although he were ſo great a Man, as no other 
Prophet (much lefs ordinary Perſon) could paral- 
lel, yet there may be Reſemblance where there is 
no Equality. 


Give me leave to make the Compariſon in ſe- 
veral Particulars ; Three of which we have in the 
Text. Moſes was learned and mighty in Word 
and Deed; in which three conſiſteth the Excel- 
lency of a Teacher, and therefore the ſame is no- 
ted of Cbriſt, the great Prophet of the Church, 
Luk? xxiv. 19. Ads i. 1. Learning qualifieth the 
Teacher; Word and Work, Doctrine and Life, 
Inſtitution and „ leadeth and directeth 
the Scholar. And ſo Homer deſcribeth Phæniæx, 
the Maſter and Inſtructor of Achilles, uu wr own; 
Tai, SpaxThya vr ipyer. 


Fi, Ovr dear Brother was a learned Man, 
learned in the whole Body of Learning; not only 
an excellent Linguiſt and Grammarian, Hiſtorian, 
Coſmographer, Artiſt, but a judicious Divine, 
and a great Antiquary in the moſt 8 

ngs 
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Things of this Nation. Into whatſoever Parts of 
the Land he travelled, he was able to refreſh and 
to inſtru his Fellow-travellers in the moſt re- 
markable Particulars of every "— Pauſa- 
nias was not more accurate in the Deſcription of 
Greece, than he of England. And I have heard, 
that he had it ſometimes in his Thoughts to have 
publiſhed Something in this Kind. He was a Man 
of a ſolid Judgment; and I have, not without 
very great Satisfaction, heard him give his Notions 
upon difficult Places in Scripture, and Arguments 
of Divinity in ordinary Diſcourſe, as if he had 
elaborately ſtudied them. 


Secondly, He was mighty in Word, able out of 
a full Treaſury, and Store-houſe of Learning, to 
bring forth both Old und New. I never knew 
any learned Subject ſpoken of in his Company, 
wherein he was not able moſt dexterouſſy to de- 
liver his Opinion. He was a Man of a copious 
Diſcourſe, but withal fo ſolid and judicious, as 
did ever delight his Auditors, never weary them. 
As Livy ſaid of Cato, Natum ad id diceres - 
cunpue ageret 3 we may ſay of him, DoZtum in hoc 
uno crederes, quodcungne dicerct. 4 _ 


Thirdly, Hz was as Moſes, a Worker as well as 

a Speaker ; he was not a barren Fig-tree, that had 
Leaves without Fruit; not a tinkling Cymbal, 
Noiſe without Love; he taught by his Life as 
well as by his Learning. Verbit tantum philsſo- 
hari non eft Doftoris fed Hiftrionts, as he ſaid : 
and dicta fattis deficientibus erubeſcunt, faith Tertul- 
lian. And indeed he was a Man of fixed and re- 
ſolved Honeſty, and wondered in his Sickneſs what 
Men did learn Chriſtianity for, if it were not in 
every Condition to practiſe it, and adorn the Pro- 
ſeſſion of it. 18 "2ng N | 4 
I Fourthly 


\ 
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Fourthly, He was as Moſes a patient M 
nent in his Buſineſs : Ma was —— his 
Judicature from Morning to Evening, £Exed. xyiii, 
13- and he patient in his School in like Manner, 
Patient in his Sufferin 
bearing the Reproach of Chriſt, and not fearing 
the Wrath of any Man in Compariſon of the Re- 
verence he did bear to his Conſcience, Patience 
in Sickneſs, compoſmg himſelf with an unſhaken 
Confidence to die, asin Time of Health he would 
have gone about any other Buſineſs, 


 Fifthly, Hz was as Moſes, a faithful Man, Heb. iii, 
7 moſt exactly anſwerable to the Truſt of his Place: 
was hardly poſſible for any Friend, by Importuni- 
ty to draw him from a moſt punctual Obſervation 
of timely Attendance upon the Duties of his Place. 
And ſo tenderly fearful was he of Miſcarri 
herein, and ſo ſenſible of any the leaſt Def 
that in # former Sickneſs he deſited, if he ſhould 
then have died, to have been buried at the School- 
Door, in Regard he had in his Miniſtration there 
came ſhort of the Duties which he owed to the 
School. And this we ſhall ever find true, the 
more active, able, conſcientious, faithful, any 
are in Diſcharge of Duty, the more hum- 
ble, the more | jealous, the more ' fearful A 
are of coming ſhort of it. The fulleſt and 
Ears of Corn loweſt towards the Ground; 
and ſo thoſe Men that are fulleſt of Worth, are 
moſt humble aud apprehenſive of their own Fal- 


ings 


| Sixthly, He was as Moſes, a conſtant, reſolved, 

Ready Man. Moſes would not bate Pharaoh an 

Hoof; kept cloſe to every Tittle of his Commil- 

ſion, Erod. x. 9, 26. was he punctual and 

unmoveable from honeſt Principles. He. was Fa 
* 0 


willingly with Moſes 
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Polimo his Judgment in this Point, debere - inefſe 

ndam moribus contumaciam, that Men having 
proved all Things ſhould hold faſt the beſt, and be 
pertinacious in Goodneſs, 


Seventhly, HE was as Moſes, a wiſe Man, Mb 
ſes was often, put to the Uſe of his Wiſdom to com- 
poſe the Diſtempers of a froward People; and a 
maſculine Prudence is requiſite to tame and calm 
the wild and unſwayed ER of young Chil- 
dren. It is noted as a ſpecial Piece of Sacrates's 
Wiſdom, that he did by his Inſtitution fix and re- 
duce the wandering and vicious Inclinations of 
Alcibiades. I might go on in this Parellel, and 
Inſtance in. the Authority, Gravity, Meekneſs, 
and Zeal for the Truth, which were obſervable 
in this our. dear Friend, as they were eminent in 
Moſes. But I ſhall add only this one Thing more; 
The great Care which he had of the Schaot at 
his laſt, that there might be an able Succeſſor 
choſen. Of Meſes's Care in this Particular we 
read, Numb. xxvii. 15, 16, 17. And- this good 
Man, the Evening before he died, with great Ear- 
neſtneſs commended it to the Company, by a 
Member thereof, who came to viſit him) that 
they ſhould uſe their utmoſt Wiſdom and Care to 
chuſe an able, learned, religious, and orthodox 
Man into the Place, naming one, of whoſe Fit- 
neſs, both he, and the Company, and School had 
had before great Experience. And ſo much were 
they pleaſed to honour the Judgment and Integrity 
of this worthy Man, that preſently after his Death 
they pitched upon that excellent Man, hom he 
ö dad ſo providently commended unto them. 8 
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I might add one Parallel more, in the Death of 
this good Man to Moſes. The Lord bid Moſes 
4 up to the Mount and die, Deut. xxxil. 49, — 


348 A SERMON on 
and he did fo, Deut. xxxiv. 1, Ne worthy 


Friend oſ mine, the Friday and Saturday before 
his own Fit, was pleaſed to viſit me, lying at that 
Time under a ſevere Fit of the Stone. It pleaſed 
the Loxp the Monday following to bring a like Fit 
upon him, and ſending to enquire of his Condi- 
tion, he ſent me Word how it was with him, and 
that he looked upon this Fit as a Meſſenger of 
Death from Gop unto him. And accordingly, 
though in Obedience to Gov's Appointment he 
made Uſe of Means, yet he ſtill inſiſted upon it, 
that his Time of Diſſolution was now come, and 
accordingly, with great Compoſedneſs and Reſol- 
vedneſs of Spirit, waited for Death as a Man doth 
for a loving Friend whom he is willing toembrace. 
I aſſure myſelf, that he had with Moeſes a Sight e 
Canaan, which made him ſo undauntedly loo 
Death in the Face. : 


I 8HALL conclude with that Exhortation, let us 

o up to the Mount, and by Faith look into our 
eavenly Country, let us have our Eyes faſtened 
upon Chri/t our Salvation, and then we may, with 
the Apoſtle be willing to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, which is bet of all; and with Moſes die not 
only patiently but joyfully, as knowing that we 
have a City which bath Foundations made without 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens, whoſe Builder and 


Maker is Gov. G TY . 


The End of the Forty-Firſt VoLume. 
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